Last August I visited Harbin in Manchuria (or Dongbei),
China, once a budding place of Eurasianism. It was my
second trip. This trip was provided by the generous
research fund of Nichibunken. City of Harbin was built
in 1898 by Russians who were constructing China Eastern
Railway. It was later connected to South Manchurian
Railway (or Mantetsu) and Trans-Siberian Railway. Rus-
sians happened to merge Asia and Europe.

Railways have demolished the barrier of self-reliant
economies and customs. They have connected remote
regions and promoted universal ideologies, as Euro Rails
contribute to the formation of European Union equipped
with values of democracy and global peace. In spite of its
imperial origins, Mantetsu connected the whole Manchu-
ria like a web, facilitating economic flow and transmitting
modernity. Mantetsu was joined by Chosen (Korean)
Railway, too. Busan, praised as the Gate to East Asia, was
the very point to connect Japan and the Chinese continent.
Busan Bridge, rising several times a day, was the symbol
of the linkage. Annually millions of passengers were
conveyed to both directions (Japan and the continent)
by trains or ferries. From Busan, express trains, Nozomi
and Hikari (the names of the contemporary Shinkansen)
rushed to big cities of Manchuria (Shenyang, Changchun,
and Harbin). People could buy the train tickets in Tokyo,
Osaka, Busan, Pyongyang, Dalian, etc. The passage from
Busan to Paris was already accomplished in the 1930s.

In Harbin, there were about 160,000 Europeans
(largely Russians) in the first half of the 20th century.
There existed more than fifty ethnics and languages, above
ten kinds of newspapers. Dozens of Baroque buildings
and cathedrals were erected. The first beer (Harbin Beer),
taxi, and department store made debuts in the continent. In
theaters, western (Hollywood, Russian, French, German)
and Asian (Chinese and Japanese) films were shown. In

a film, the famous prewar idol, Ri Koran played the role
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of a Japanese girl adopted by a Russian singer. Harbin
was a place of encounter between East and West. It was
called “Paris of East.”

After WWII, most Russians were taken to labor camps
in Siberia by Soviet army. The quest of Manchuria, in
particular, its historical hybridity was subsequently sup-
pressed in East Asia. Manchuria belonged nowhere in the
disciplines of East Asian history which were segregated
along the boundary of nation-state. Also, accusation of
Japanese colonialism became the only verdict on the
modern history of Manchuria. Nationalism in the region
did not accept the origin of Harbin. An international
cooperation to host the centennial conference in Harbin
was ruined in 1998. Fortunately, Nichibunken Professor
Liu Jianhui’s project team recently made a fresh approach
to modern Manchuria, collecting invaluable visual data.
In this global era, it is imperative to expand our intel-
lectual horizon beyond nationalism and to practice inter-
continental discourses, values. The study of the regions
linking Eurasia would be a starting point. Nichibunken
could be its spring board.

(Submitted in English)

FENHESEHTH O [HEDN) ] I,
E/ N 1 NS RADIsVINI=E A= DY ON)|
WYY T REICK S TIARNY 7 Osaf S EINA AT
WEN T Nz, ZODE, FINEZERHAET %
T b BT Z DOFESE ORI DA BT 752 DN 5
LB liF. WY YTTIRMA N, EEESK
DFEFHRIC K > THEES NI T V7 DFESEFEED
FFOH T, WNCIEZFIZFERS & U TORGATH
Mo iz EDICTEMDIAREIE, HADOHERI FF%
DOWFE—ETBRDDRENTLE > Tz, NI D
Frat ) ALK > T/NIVE VORFIXHE S N,
1998 FED /N )L E VAl 100 JEAFERESEE Y Ry
T LEHEYEMELTLUE >z, BITOBHIE,
HIFOBIEEBIR OWZE 70y 2 7 b~ « F— LN,
HELE Y7 )IVERZNEL T, BROEMNIR
TEHMERT Ta—FeilPHic L TH B, BRD
Ko7 a—\)ViFERICH-> T, bhvbhid s
vat VU RALEBA, MNEH R L, KEEE
KPEZFE S SFHPMEB 2 RET HT ENES LT
ENETCH D, 1—F 7 KREDEIE %8 g
MZDOHRESRICEDTEA 5, HXWHIIZZDTHD
PR S L BN D S,

Russians at Daoli (prev. Kitaiskaya Street), Harbin in the 1930s. Courtesy: Professor Liu Jianhui)
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