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Animismisusuallythoughttobeareligionofaprimitivesocietywhichisthen

overwhelmedwhenbroughtintocontactwithsophisticatedreligions.E.B.Tylor's

PrimitiveCulture(1871)emphasizedthisattitude;neitherJapaneseBuddhismnorShinto

wantstobeconsideredasananimismreligion.However,IbelievethatbothShintoand

JapaneseBuddhismhavestronganimisticelements.Furthermore,animismneedstobe

reconsideredasanantidotetothisagewhenmankind'scontrolovernatureandits

recklessattitudehavebroughtaboutthedestructionoftheenvironment.
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The"Kojiki"tellsthesadstoryofPrinceRoyalKaruofKinashi,who,asheloved

andmarriedPrincessKaru,hisuterinesister,wasaccused,arrestedandexiledbyPrince

Anaho,hisyoungerbrother.Theprincessfollowedherexiledhusband,whowaitingfor

herarrivalwrotetwopoems,bothofwhichbeginwithsamewords,"Komoriku-no

Hatsuse".Havingwrittenthetwopoems,thehusbandandwifekilledthemselves.

SinceKomorikuisanarrowplacesurroundedbymountainsasatHatsuse,

"Komoriku -no"iscommonlyregardedasapoeticmodifierofHatsuse .Etymologically,

however,"Komori"meanstoshutoneselfin,and"ku"aplace.Thereforeeveryplace

wheresomeonecanshuthimselfinmaybecalled"Komoriku".Forinstancewhen

Amaterasu,goddessofheaven,hadshutherselfinacave,thewholeworldbecamedark.

Thiscave,aborderbetweenthisworldandtheotherworld,wasKomoriku,too.And

"Ahunrupar"
,anAinuwordfor"cave",meansatthesametimeanentranceintothe

otherworld.ThisAhunruparisalsoKomoriku.PassingthroughKomoriku,oneenters

intotheotherworld,orcomesbacktothisworld.

Komoriasaritualsymbolizesrebirth,orreturnfromtheotherworldtothisworld.



InaKomorisituation,oneisdead,butthisisinordertobereborn,torecoverlife.

Inancienttimesleavingone'shomemeanttoenterintotheotherworld,sotosetout

onajourneymeanttopassovertheborderbetweenlifeanddeath,thosewhosetout

weretravellerstoYomi,theworldofthedead,andthosewhocameinwerevisitorsfrom

Yomi.

WhenPrinceRoyalKaruwrotethetwopoems,hewasmostlikelynotthinkingof

arealplacecalledHatsuse,butofhisownjourneytotheotherworldatlife'send.
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TheJapaneseversionofmonarchy,namelytheinstitutionoftheemperor,estab-

lishedinancientsociety,hascontinuedtothepresent.Toclarifyitshistoricalback-

groundisanessentialsubjectofresearchinordertounderstandnotonlytheinstitution

oftheemperoritselfbutalsothecharacteristicsofJapanesesocietyandculture.

Inmyview,thegreatestfactorthathaspreservedtheinstitutionofthheemperoris

theseparationofnominalauthorityandactualpower,resultinginthestatusofthe

emperorasasovereignwithonlynominalauthority.Theseparationofauthorityand

powerwasbroughtaboutbytheaccessiontothethroneofemperorsatayoungage;thus

thepoliticalpowerandinitiativeofemperorswereweakened.
"TheUnrevisablePermanentCode"(Fukaij�en)wasadirectcauseofthissituation

.

ThisCodewascodifiedbytheEmperorTenchiwhenhetriedtorealizethesuccession

ofPrinceOtomotothethronewhenthePrincewas23.Theedictsaidineffectthatthis

codeshouldneverberevisedoraltered.TwoEmpresses,JitoandGenmeienthronedtheir

respectivegrandsons(15and23yearsofagerespectively),withtheUnrevisable

PermanentCodeasthebaseofauthority.Intheprocessanewsystemconcerningthe

successionofthemonarchywasestablished,whichwastheinstitutionoftheheir-

apparent.

TheabdicationofEmpressJitoinfavourofhergrandsoncametoformacustom

andestablishedtheinstitutionoftheheir-apparent.Thesuccessionofayoungemperor

tothethronecausedtheemergenceoftheemperorwithnopolitical,administrativeor

executivepower.SuchwastheformationoftheJapanesestylemonarchy,namelythe

emperorsystemintheearlyHeianperiod.
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OxixucxlShinobu,afamousscholarinthefieldsofJapaneseliteratureandethnol-

ogy,claimedthatthefundamentalmethodorideainJapaneseliteratureandperforming

artscanbeseeninthetechniqueofimitatingtheformsandstylesofearlierworks.He

usedthetermMODOKIforthisconvention.AccordingtohimthewordMODOKIhasthe

doublemeaningof"imitating"and"resisting",andof"criticizing"and"inventing".For

instancewecanconsidertheideaof"Honka-dori"(allusion)inWakapoetryandthe

dramaturgyof"Sanbas�"inN�ramaasfollowingintheMODOKItradition.Inother

wordsJapaneseartscanbeseenasimitatingartitself,ascomparedtotheGreek

traditionwhereartiscreatedbyimitatingnature.
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ThispaperanalysesMurasakiShikibu'suseofChinesewordsfromtheHakushi〃zo%一

j�(PoChuiPoetryCollection).

1.Inthe"Y琦ao"chapterthewordky�aku(ill-fatedhouse)isusedwhena

mysteriouswomandies;thewordemphasizesGenji'sdesireforpoliticalpower.

2.Inthe"Yomogiu"chapterky�akuisusedtocontrastthepeakofglory,success

andsplendorwithitseventualaftermath.

3.Inthe"Hahakigi"chapterthewordgikon(toconsidermarriage)givesemphasis

totheideaofthedifficultyofmarriage.

4。Thewordブ 励(heavytaxes)isusedinthe"Suetsumuhana"chaptertoexpress

subtlythepovertyofthefarmerswhoaresupportingthefemalecharacter.

5.Shotaku(sadnessforthefallofagreathouse)isquotedinthe"Koch�"chapter

togiveahintofthefatethatwillbefallthefamilythatnowflourishes.

6.Inthe"Y�ao"chapterMurasakiusesthewordfuchishi(amanwhodoesnot
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wanttoretire)fortheelderlyman.

7.In"Miyuki"fuchishireflectsGenji'sthoughtsonwhetherornottoretire .

8.Fuchishiisusedtwiceinthesecondpartof"Wakana":(a)toshowthe

magnificenceofthePrimeMinister'sretirement;(b)toreflectGenji'sfeelingson

retirement.

9.Fuchishiappearsinthe"Y�iri"chapteragaintoshowGenji'sattemptstofree

himselffromattachmentstothisworld.

10.Thetermgogen(five-stringkoto)isusedin"Tenarai"todiscussthemeritsand

demeritsoffollowingcurrentfashions.

11.Urni-manman(vastsea)appearsin"Koch�"asametaphorforRokuj�nasa

utopianparadise.
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Shokubutsuteki,a"Leavesandflowers"approachiscentraltomyanalysisof

aestheticorreligiousexperience.Thisessayisanoteonmymethod .
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Themainthemeofthisessayistoanalysethepainter/poetYosaBuson's(1716-

1783)attitudeofemphasizingtheimportanceofzoku(common/vulgar/popularas

opposedtoga,elegance)asbeingrelatedtohispersonalreligiousexperience .

Thefirstsectionfocusesonhispoetryandhiscomplexviewofhisgreatpredecessor

MatsuoBash�(1644-1694).ThesecondsectionlooksatBuson'ssomewhatambivalent

viewofthebunjin(literati)aestheticwhichwasthetraditionhewasostensiblyapart

of.

Finally,weturntothepopularJapanese-styleBuddhismpromotedbyShinran(1173

-1262)togainanewperspectiveonBuson'stheoryofzokuart
.Inconclusion,Isuggest

thatperhapsShinran'sthoughtliesatthebaseofmuchofJapanesecultureandaes-

thetics.
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"Oneshouldnotevaluatewomensolelyonlooksorstyle .Itisfoolishtouseonly

appearances."Thisattitudeiscommonincontemporarysociety.Itakeupthequestion

ofwhendidthisattitudeortheoryappearandhowdiditspreadacrossmodernsocieties?

Thispaperisanintroductionintohowonemightresearchthehistoryoftheconceptof

abeautifulwoman.

Borntoplay?
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MostmodernsportswereintroducedaftertheMeijiRestorationintoJapan.Theydo

notseemtohavebeenacceptedeasilybythepeople.Leadingpersonstriedtomake

peoplefamiliarwithWesternsportsorphysicaltrainingbyasmanypossiblemethodsas

theycould.Butonlysomeeducationalinstitutionswhichwereestablishedafterthe

openingofJapantotheWestintendedeagerlytointroducemodernsportsasphysical

education,becausesuchinstitutionswereestablishedasinstructiveorganizationsof"the

West".Itisgenerallythoughtthatoneofthereasonswhypeopletookanegativeattitude

notonlytosportsbutalsotophysicaltrainingingeneralderivesfromtheYojoron

(theoryofmentalandphysicalhealthinfluencedbyConfucianism)andanotherderives

fromthetraditionalattitudetothehumanbody,inwhichphysicalactionexceptthatof

workingtimewasregardedasundesirableactivitiessincetheyweremereleisure

activities.

Mentaltrainingwasthoughtasprimaryandthephysicalonesecondary.The

negativeattitudetophysicalactivitiescanbeseenevenintheoutdoorrecreationsuch

ascherryblossomviewing.Therulingclasstriedtoleadthepeopleintophysical

activitiesthroughintroducingUnd�ai(athleticmeetingorsportsday)orEnsoku

(excursionorouting)intotheeducationalprogramsofelementaryschools.Theattempt

succeededbecauseofthe"misconstruction"ofthepeoplewhoconsideredUnd�aiand

Ensokuasoutdoorrecreationlikecherryblossomviewing.
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AmenomoriHoushuu(1668-1755)workedmorethansixtyyearsasascholarforthe

Tsushimaclan.HewasinchargeofdiplomaticrelationswithKorea,andfamousforhis

linguisticability,bothinKoreanandChinese.

Inhisessay"Tawarekusa",hecomparedChineseandJapanesecivilizations .

Japanesescholarsofthisperioddiscussedvehemently,whetherChinesecivilizationwas

centralandsuperiortoJapanornot.OgyuuSorai(1666-1728) ,oneofthegreatest

JapanesethinkersandscholarsofChinese,insistedthatthemostperfectculturewasthat

ofancientChinabecauseonlyinancientChinaseijinorsagesofConfucianismwere

born:everythingJapanese-language,literature,musicetc.,isinferiorandvulgar.

HoushuudeniedsuchaChina-centricviewofcivilizationandarguedthatChinaand

thesocalled"barbarian"nationsareinterdependent,helpingeachotherthroughtrade .

Frornthelinguisticpointofview,Chineseandotherlanguagesareequalasvehiclesof

communication.Nobodycanspeakaforeignlanguagebetterthananativespeaker .A

JapanesecanneverwriteChinesepoetrylikeaChineseandaChinesecannevermake

awakalikeaJapanese.

Everynationhasitsowncultureandeverypeoplehastherighttodevelopitsown

originalnationalculture.

Houshuuinsistedthatoneshouldnotthinkhighlyofhimselfbecauseheisbornin

China,andoneshouldnotbeashamedbecauseheisborninothercountries.Thevalue

ofanationisdecidedbythenumberof"kunshitoshoujin" ,i.e.gentlemenandcommon

people.Houshuudeniedtheabsolutesuperiorityofanyonecivilization.Thevalueofa

nationisvariableinhistoryaccordingtoitsstandardofmoralityandeducation .Instead

ofworshipingonefixedcultureornation,Houshuutriedtoevaluateculturesbytheir

standardofmorality.

Weobservesimilarideasofrelativismandhumanismin18thcenturyEurope .

Voltairedeniedthesuperiorityofonereligioninhisessay"Trait駸urlaTol駻ance"

(1763).Inhis"NathantheSage",theGermanplaywrightLessingemphasizedthe

equalityamongthethreemajorreligionsintheWesternworld,Christianity,Judaismand

Islam.Lessingalsodeniedthefixednotionoforthodoxyversuspaganism .Religionsmust

beevaluatedbythestandardofhumanity.

Houshuudevelopedhisrelativismthroughhisexperienceasadiplomat .Andatthe

sametimehisideaofequalityamongpeoplesisderivedfromthehumanisticdiscipline

ofNeoConfucianism.IftheTokugawaperiodisdefinedasthestagewhichprepared

Japanformoderntimes,thehumanisticthoughtofAmenomoriHoushuuisaninteresting

exampleinJapan'sintellectualhistory.ThebooksofHoushuushowsushowaTokug一
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awaintellectualintegratedtheethnocentricviewofChinesephilosophyintoaninterde-

pendent,fraternalvisionoftheworld.
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TheInduscivilizationabruptlyappearedalongthemiddleandlowercoursesofthe

Indusriverabout4500yearsB.P.(seeFig.2inthetext)andreacheditssummitabout

4200yearsB.P..ThearchaeologicalsitesofthelargetownsofthematureIndus

civilizationwereconcentratedalongtheriverflowingfromtheHimalayas(seeFig.5in

thetext).After3800yearsB.P.,thecivilizationrapidlydeclined;thetownsalongthe

riversdisappearedandpeoplemovedtowardthenorthandeast.Smallsettlements

appearedatthefootoftheSiwarikhills(seeFig.6inthetext).Tracesofthis

civilizationdisappearedfromtheIndusvalleyafter3500yearsB.P..Inthisreport,the

authoranalyzesthecauseofthedramaticriseandfalloftheInduscivilization,mainly

basedontheresultsofpollenanalysesfromtheHimalayas.

TheresultsofpollenanalysesfromLakeRara(29ｰ34'N.82ｰ05'E.,3000mineleva-

tion)inwestNepalclearlyshowclimaticchangesaround4700yearsB.P.(seeFig.13

and14inthetext).Theclimatebecamecoolafter4700yearsB.P.andthesummer

monsoonalrainsdecreased.Ontheotherhand,wintersnowfallincreased.Theincrease

ofsnowisalsoobviousfromtheresultsofpollenanalysesfromtheKashmirdistrictin

northwestIndia.PollenanalyticalresultsfromTurkeyandGreeceindicatethata

damperclimatedominatedafter5000-4500yearsB.P.undertheinfluencesofthe

mediterraneanpolarfront.Themediterraneanpolarfrontbecameactiveafter5000

yearsB.P.bringingabouttheincreaseofsnowfallinsouthwestAsiaandthewest

Himalayas.

AprimitiveirrigatedagricultureofwintercropsformedthebasicstapleoftheIndus

civilization.Theincreaseofprecipitationinwinterallowedforcultivationofwinter

crops.Theincreaseofwaterensuredastablewatersupplyforthisprimitiveirrigated

agriculture.Itissupposedthatthisincreaseofthesnowfallafter4700yearsB.P.brought

ahighproductionofwintercropsstimulatingtheprosperityoftheInduscivilization.The

resultsofpollenanalysesfromtheEurasianContinentincludingJapanshowthatthe

climatebecamewarmafter4000yearsB.P..ThewarmclimateintheHimalayascaused

adecreaseofsnowfallwithadecreaseofdischargeintotherivers.Itisreasonableto

supposethatthisdecreasemighthavebeenthefatalblowtotheprimitiveirrigated

agriculturewhichwasthebaseoftheprosperityoftheInduscivilization.

ThemiddleJomoncultureappearedat5000yearsB.P.andreachedasummitabout
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4500yearsB.P..TheopeningofthemiddleJomonculturealmostcorrespondstothe

beginningoftheclimaticdeteriorationintheHimalayas.Inthesamewayasthe

Himalayas,theJapaneseclimatealsobecamecoolandthesnowfallincreasedafter5000

yearsB.P..ThenumberofsitesfromthemiddleJomonperiodinNaganoPrefecture,

CentralJapanreachedmorethan2000(seeFig.23inthetext).Thisremarkable

concentrationofthesettlementsintheinlandofCentralJapanwascausedbythe

diminishmentofthecoastalbaysrichinmarineproducts.

Theclimaticdeteriorationafter5000yearsB.P.inJapancausedaregressionand

rapidaggradationofthecoastalbays.Thedailylifewhichdependedontherichmarine

productsofthecoastalbaysfacedafoodcrisis.TheJomonmanmovedtowardthe

inlandinsearchoffoodresources.Itcanbesaidthattheremarkableconcentrationof

middleJomonsitesintheinlandofCentralJapanwascausedbysuchanenvironmental

deteriorationinthecoastalarea.Thisconcentrationofpeoplecreatedtheprosperityof

middleJomonculture.

ThemiddleJomoncultureinCentralJapanreachedasummitaround4500yearsB.

P.,however,itsuddenlydeclinedat4100yearsB.P..Theclimatewasworstfrom4100to

4000yearsB.P..TheproductivityofthenutslikeQuercus,ノ琦lans,andAesculuswhich

werethemainfoodfortheinlandJomonpeople,decreasedduetothecoolandwet

climate.ThenumberofmiddleJomonsitesinNaganoPrefecture,CentralJapansudden-

lydecreasedat4100yearsB.P.,markingthefallofthemiddleJomonculture(seeFig.

23inthetext).

WecanconcludethattheprosperityoftheInduscivilizationandtheriseandfallof

themiddleJomoncultureinCentralJapanwerecausedbythesamechangesofclimate

between5000to4000yearsB.P..

BookReview:

"JapaneseScientificThought"byTSUJITetsuo

MORIOKA,Masahiro

V111


