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Five papers presented in this volume are the reports of anthropological studies
on the Pacific skeletal populations. This project was planned to search for the
ancestral ties of the Japanese with the Pacific populations. Palacopathological and
palacoepidemiological surveys in the latter were also included in the project.

The research was carried out through cooperation of Bernice Pauahi Bishop
Museum (State Museum of Natural and Cultural History), the University of
Tokyo, International Research Center for Japanese Studies, Sapporo Medical Col- -
lege, Jichi Medical School, and Tokyo Metropolitan Institute of Gerontology. The
samples of the Pacific populations investigated were skeletal remains housed at
Bishop Museum, where the research was undertaken in the 1984, 1985, 1986,
1988, 1989 and 1990 seasons. The surveys of skeletal remains were carried out dur-
ing the seasons from 1984 through 1989. Additional anthropological, archaeologic-
al and ethnological informations as well as related references were collected mainly
at the Bishop Museum Library in 1990.

The members who participated in the project are as follows (*former institu-
tions):

Kazuro HANIHARA, head investigator, Department of Anthropology, Faculty of
Science, the University of Tokyo*; International Research Center for Japanese
Studies,

Yukio DODO, Department of Anatomy, Sapporo Medical College,

Takao SUZUKI, Department of Anatomy, Sapporo Medical College*; Department
of Epidemiology, Tokyo Metropolitan Institute of Gerontology,

Kiyotaka KOIZUMI, Department of Anthropology, Faculty of Science, the Uni-
versity of Tokyo*,

Hajime ISHIDA, Department of Anatomy, Sapporo Medical College,

Tsunehiko HANIHARA, Department of Anatomy, Jichi Medical School*; Depart-
ment of Anatomy, Sapporo Medical College.

K. Hanihara took his share of the research on dental and metric cranial mor-
phology, Dodo on nonmetric cranial morphology, Suzuki on palaeopathology and
palacoepidemiology, Koizumi on metric cranial morphology, Ishida on nonmetric
cranial and limb bone morphology, and T. Hanihara on cranial and dental mor-
phology.

Since the research members have already reported the results obtained through
this project elsewhere, the papers in this volume concern part of the issues related
to the population history of the Pacific and neighboring populations including
Japanese.



The project could not be carried out without the invaluable help of Dr. E.C.
Creutz, former director, Dr. W.D. Duckworth, director, Dr. Y.H. Sinoto, former
chairman of Department of Anthropology, and the other staff members of Bishop
Museum to whom we express our sincere gratitude. Thanks are also due to those
who provided us with several informations and suggestions about Pacific studies.
This project was supported by the grant-in-aid for overseas scientific surveys of
Japan’s Ministry of Education, Science and Culture to which we are deeply
obliged. Finally we are indebted to the Publication Committee (Prof. S. Ito, chair-
man; Assoc. Prof. T. Kashioka, co-chairman) of International Research Center for
Japanese Studies for a great help to publish these papers.
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