
CHAPTER1

THEFORMATIONOFTHEHOUSEHOLD

ANDTHEDEVELOPMENTOFLOCAL

WARRIORR肌E

TheAdventofSamuraiinJapaneseSociety

Whataresamurai?Theimageofthesamuraiisperhapsdifferentfor

everyperson.Thetypicalimageofasamuraisuggestsawarriorwearing

adistincthairstylecalledachonmage,dressinginakimono,andwieldinga

swordinbattle.Onemightrecalltheexampleofthefreeandmasterless

warriors,orr�in,inKurosawaAkira'smovieSevenSamurai.Or,one

皿ightincludcninja,whoaccornphshthehlhnpossiblemissionsthrough

supefhurnanabihties.Undoubtedly,thercisalsoadon血antirnageof

samuraiasportrayedontelevisionshows,suchasShogun,inwhicha

unitedwarriorgroupworkssingle-mindedlytocarryouttheirlord's

commands.However,samuraidefysimplisticdefinitions.Exactlywhat

constitutesa"samurai"istechnicallyproblematic.Asamuraiismore

thanawarriorwhosimplycarriesaswordandfights.Farmerscarried

weaponsandengagedinwarfare,buttheycannotbecalledsamurai.

SamuraiasSpecialistsinMartialSk皿s

Samuraiwereahereditarygroupwithspecialstatusaswarriorsdueto

出cifdistinctsk皿sinwarfarethattheytransmittedtotheiroffspring.

ThistypeofwarriorappearedinJapanesesocietyinthemiddleHeian

period,aroundthetenthtoeleventhcentury.'Warriorswereoriginally

membersofthenob丗ty.Du血gthetransition .丘omthcancienttothe

medievalperiod,noblefamiliesspecializedindistinctareasofexpertise ,
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includinglaw,literature,Con丘1cianism,ivakapoetry,cercmonies,andthe

creationofof丑cialdocurnents.Noblefamiliesadop血gtheseoccupa-

tionspassedtheirspecialknowledgetotheirdescendants,therebyfacili-

ta血goccupationalspecialization.Warfiors正nadetheirmartialabilityinto

anoccupationandbecameadistinctsocialgroupinchargeofpoliceand

militaryduties.

Intheperiodthatwitnessedtheappearanceofsamurai,asthename

``mountedbowmen"(ky珖a〃oshi弓 馬 の 士)denotes
,usingabowon

horsebackwasthesamurai'sprincipleformofattack.Althoughtheyalso

enteredbattlewieldingswords,samuraiplacedgreateremphasisontheir

skillsinridingandusingabow.Consequently,theygarneredsocialstanding

asadistinguishablegroup.

Toengagetheirenemiesincombatrequiredthatsamurairidetheir

horsesskillfullyandshoottheirarrowsatagallop.Thisdemandedalevel

ofsk皿beyondtheabilityofconscriptedfarmers.Suchsk皿sweretrans-

rnitted丘ornfathertosonthroughthegenerations・Anyonecngagingin

thisfamilyoccupationachievedmasteryofhissk皿sonlybytraining

fromayoungage.Samuraiwhomadetheartofmilitaryhorsemanship

theirfamily'soccupationcameoriginallyfromtheranksofthenobilityin

theancientperiodandbecameconsolidatedasagroupthroughapro-

cessofoccupationalspecialization.

ThemostrepresentativegroupofsamuraiwastheGenji,thewarriors

whowentbytheMinamotoclan(uja)name.TheMinamotoweredescen-

dantsofEmperorSeiwa(d.880).EmperorSeiwa'sgrandson,Tsunemoto

(d.961),createdanoblefamilycalledtheMinamoto,separatefromthe

imperialline.(Seefig.1.)

MinamotoTsunemotowasanordinarynobleman,notawarrior.Yet,

theMinamotoretainedlocalmagistratesandothersastheirhereditary

retainers.IntheeraofTsunemoto'sson,Mitsunaka(d.997),and

Tsunemoto'sgrandsonsYorimitsu(d.1021)andYorinobu(d.1048),the

MinamotoundertookcampaignsagainstbanditsintheKyotoareaand

suppressedinsurrectionsintheprovinces,gainingrecognitioninsociety

aswarriorsexpertinthemilitaryarts.Consequently,theirfamilycameto

beviewedassamurai.



Figure1.GenealogicalChartoftheMinamotoClan
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Map1.JapaninthePremodernAge
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IntheMinamotolineage,thefamilylineoftheeldestsonenjoyed

authorityasthemostlegitimate.Subsequently,thefirstKamakurashogun ,

MinamotoYoritomo(d.1199),camefromthatlineage.Minamotosamu-

raiwhoweredirectdescendantsofthelineageoftheeldestsonmade

Kyototheirbaseofoperationsandpreservedtheirstatusasanancient

noblef洫 丑y.McrnbefsofthcsarneMnarnotoclan,whowereoutsideof

themainlineofdescentoftheeldestson,becameentrenchedinthe

provinceswheretheydevelopedtheirownpowerbases.Thisexample,

i皿ustratesthatrし 且e1:soflocalter1:ito1:iesconsdtutedanothersubdivision

ofsamurai.

SamuraiasLocalLords

Asmentionedabove,specializedoccupationalsk皿sinthemilitaryarts

enabledsamuraitobecomearecognizedsocialgroup
,butonefurther

importantaspectofthedefinitionofsamurailiesintheirfunctionas

locallordscontro皿inganestateandtheagriculturalistswithinit .The

mostimportantpossessionsforsamuraiandforsamuraihouseholds

weretheestate(.rhory�� 領)anditslandrights .2Theestatewasthe

foundationofthesamurai'slivelihood.Theestateservedasabasewhere

asamurai'sfamilyandretainerslived ,andthroughitsresourcesthey

wereabletoraiseandsupportgroupsofwarriors.Theeasternregionsof

Japanfar丘omKyoto,inclu(dingtheKant�ndﾔuregions,wereareas

ofuncultivatedwildernessthatweredifficultforthecentralgovernment

inKyototocontrol.Thissituationprecipitatedthecreationofprivate

estates.Thegreatmilitarypowerheldbythesamuraiwasessentialin

makingthesepoliticallyunstableeasternregionsmorehabitable .

Samuraitooktheirfamiliesandfollowerstomanyareasintheeastern

partofJapanandemployedagriculturalistsandvariousotherpeopleto

openandcultivatenewlands.Theycreatedricepaddiesandarablefields

byundertakingirrigationprojects.Bytheimpositionoflandtax
,samurai

forcedagriculturalistsandothergroupsofpeopletodevotetheirlaborto

thecultiv炙ionofland.Samuraibecame"locallords ,"解 励 勿1∂ ∫加 在 地 領

主,whentheirestatesbecamesufficientlyconsolidated .

Locallords'survivaldependedontheirestates .Consequently,tocon一
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trolthecultivatorsandtheterritoryoftheirestates,theyerecteddomainal
fortssurroundedbyditchesandstonewallsasbasesfortheirmilitary

groups(Fig.2).Themilitarypotentialofthesesamuraigroupsservedto
protecttheestatetheydevelopedandenabledthemountingofsuccess-
fuldefensesinborderdisputeswiththeirneighbors.Duetotheimpor-

tanceoftheestatestowarriorsinestablishingtheirlocalcontrol,the

patternof1:egionalterritorialruleisgenera皿yreferredtoasthe``system

oflocalestaterule"(解 劾 ゴo∂ 舶 〃面 在 地 領 主 制).Incontrasttothcover-

lordsandtherulingnobilityinthecapitalKyotowhodependedonthe

productsofferedintribute丘omtheprovinces,thelocallofdsdirectly

controlledtheagriculturalistsandterritoryoftheestatesinwhichthey

werebased.

Figure2.

Kadota(ricepaddies)underthedirectcontrolofthelord)

Hypothetica-1皿ustrationofaLoca-:Lord,sFortressandEstate
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Nevertheless,politicalcontrolofthedevelopedestateanditseconomy

wasnevercompletelysecurefromthestandpointofthelocallord.There

wasalwaysafearthattheharshforcesofnaturewouldcausethedevel-
opedterritorytoreverttowilderness.Conflictswiththeagriculturalists

overlaborandirrigationanddisputesoverthepossessionoftheestate

anditsboundariescontinuedunabated.

Themostmenacingthreatstolocallordsweretheprovincialgover-

norssenttotheprovincesbythecentralgovernmentinKyoto.Provin-

cialgovernorsenteredlocalestatestosurveythearable,andtheyconfis-

Gatedlandsthatweredevelopedforcultivationwithoutpermission.Fur-

thermore,whenanewprovincialgovernorarrived,thelocallordsdid

notknowwhatkindofdifficultiestheywouldfaceunderhisjurisdiction.

Verdictsthatinvalidatedthepossessionofanentirenewlydeveloped

estatewerenotrare.Thissituationindicatesthelowsocialstandingof

localwarriorlordsinthisperiod,andtheweaknessoftheireconomic

managementandpoliticalcontroloftheterritoriestheydeveloped.3The

solutiontothesedifficultieshadtowaituntilthelatetwelfthcenturyand

thefoundationoftheKamakurashogunate,whichrepresentedthegroup

interestsoflocalwarriorlords.

TheFormationoftheHouseholdinJapaneseSociety

Theappearanceofwarriorsandoflocallordsoccurredatthesame

timeastheadventofaclearlydefinedhousehold(ie).4Locallordstrans-

mutedtheirestatesandtheirstatusandoccupationsassamuraifrom

fathertosonpatrilineally,therebygivingshapetoadistinctfamilial

structureknownasthehousehold.Thehouseholdisaworddeeply

intertwinedwithJapanesesocietyandhistoryasakeysocialunit,but

whatconstitutesitscharacteristicsisadifficultquestiontounravel.In

thefirstplace,lookingatthehouseholdsolelyasaformoffamily,theie

belongstoatypeoffamilycaledthehnealfamily.Thetypesoffam血es

inmanydifferentcountfiescanbedistingし 虹shedaccordingtothfeema-

jorcategories.Thefirstisthenuclearfamily:ahouseholdconsistingof
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onlytheparentsandtheirchildren.Thesecondisacomplexfamily,with

parents,theirmalechildren,andtheirmalechildren'snuclearfamiliesall

livingtogether.Finally,thethirdform,thelinealfamily,consistsofpar-

entslivingtogetherwiththenuclearfamilyofonlyoneoftheirsons.

Thefirsttype,thenuclearfamily,isthemosttypicalformoffamilyin

themodernperiodandwasatypeoffamilythatwascommoninWest-

ernsocietypriortothemodernera.Thesecondtypeoffamilyexisted

throughouttheworldinthepremoderneraandwasparticularlyevident

intraditionalChina.Thethirdtype,withafewexceptions,isfoundina

numberofpremodernsocietiesincludingJapanandsocietiesinthenorth-

ernregionsofEurope.TheJapanesehousehold(ie)isoneexampleofa

linealfamilyinwhichtheparentslivetogetherwiththefamilyoftheir

eldestson.Inmostinstances,secondsonsandothermaleoffsp血gare

forcedtoleavethehousehold.

AlthoughwecandistinguishtheJapanesehouseholdasatypeoflineal

family,theieismo1:ethatsimplya五ncalfamily・ 「刪ethenucleusmay

bealinealfamilyrelatedbyblood,atthesametimetheiealsoevinces

qualitiesotherthanafamilyrelatedbyblood:itisatypeoflasting

corporationthatenduresthroughthegenerations.Thecorporateaspects

ofthehouseholdareintimatelyrelatedwiththewaysthatwarriorsmain-

tainedtheirterritorialrule,passeddowntheirmilitarytrair血g,andpre-

servedandtransmittedtheirlandrights.Itisunderthesecircumstances

thatthehouseholdtookshape.Ratherthandividetheinheritanceofland

andpropertyamongallthemaleheirs,thefirstmalesonwasrecognized

asthesoleheirandsubsequentsonsanddaughtersinheritedonlyasmall

proportionoftheestateorelseonlymoveablegoods.

Priortotheformationofthehousehold,theclanorujiplayedakey

roleinthesocialorder.TheOtorno大 友,Mononobe物 部,Nakatomi中

臣,Fujiwara藤 原,Sugawara菅 原,andtheaforementionedMinamoto

clanofwarriorswereclanswhosememberswerebloodrelativesand

claimeddescentfromthesameancestor.Clanswerethefundamental

unitsofthesocialorder.Sincetheclanupheldhorizontalfamilyrela-

dons,thecomplexformoffamilypredominatedoverthelinealfamily.

Theclansystemchangedwhenwarriorsbegantodevelopestatesand
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soughttomaintainandtransmitthemtotheirheirs.Warriorswhoowned

theseestatesbegantakingfamilynames,suchasAshikaga足 利,Nitta新

田,Satake佐 竹,Shimazu島 津,Takeda武 田,andOgasawara小 笠 原,lri

additiontotheirclannames.Whileallofthesefamiliesclaimeddescent

Map2.DistributionofLocalLordsintheKant�egionDuringtheThirteenth

Century
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fromtheMinamotoclan,theytookfamilynamesbasedonthelocations

oftheirestates.TheAshikagaderivedtheirnarne丘omtheAshikaga

estate(Ashikagash�ｫ 利 庄)inShimotsukeprovince(modernTochigi

prefecture),theNitta丘omNittaestateinK6zukeprovince(modern

Gunmaprefectur�),theSatake丘omSatake(丑strict(satakeg�i佐 竹 郡)in

Hitachiprovince(modernIbarakiprefecture),theShimazufromShimazu

estateinSatsumaprovince(modernKagoshimaprefecture) ,theTakeda

fromTakedadistrictinKaiprovince(modernYarnanashiprefecture)
,

andtheOgasawarafromOgasawarapasture(Ogasawaranomaki小 笠 原

牧)inKaiprovince.(SeeMap2.)

Theestatesoflocallordswereoftencalled``namelands"(尠 の 〃oCIJZ

名 字 の 地),referringtotheoriginalterritoryadaptedforthefamily'sname.5

Thetermexpressedthatthelandwasthefamily'soriginalholdingfrom

thetimeofitsfounder.Clansfirstusedthisnomenclatureasawayof

distinguishingnewlycreatedestates,butthemeaningchangedwhenfam-

ilygroupsestablishedtheirdominantpositioninmaintainingandcon-

tinningtoholdtheestate.

Thesefamilygroupswerehouseholdswiththenameoftheestate

beco面ngthenameofthefamily.Accor(五ngtotheIogicofclanorgani-

nation,theinteractionandhistoricallinksamongthemembersofasingle

clan,alongwithincreasednumbersanddisbursementofdescendants ,

wereessentialfactorsforaclan'sprosperityandlentafeelingofcom-

monalityamongitsmembers.

Theorganizationallogicofthehousehold,however,waspremisedon

thetransmissionoftheestateinitsentirety,asthebasisofafamily's

wealth,withtheintentionofpreservingandfurtheringthefamily'soccu-

pationandmodeoflivelihoodrootedintheestate.

Consequently,successionwithinthehouseholdcametofollowpatri-

lineallines,limitedtoonlyoncmaleasp血cipledescendant,.Collateral

relativestendedtobeexcludedfromthehousehold.Second-andthird-

bornmaleseitherestablishedseparatehouseholdsafterreceivingasmall

partoftheinheritanceorwereadoptedbyotherhouseholdsasheirs,or

theyweresentoutofthehouseholdtoworkinsomeformofemploy-

ment.Thus,thepatternofhouseholdsuccessionthatsoondominated
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favoredtheeldestsonalone.Assuccessortothehousehold,theeldest

soncametoberecognizedasthefuturefamilyhead.

Theheadofthefamilyreceivedallofthefamily'sassets,wielded

tremendouspoweroverfamilymembers,andhadchiefresponsibilityfor

themanagementofthehousehold,butthemeaningandexistenceofthe

householdextendedbeyondthecompositionofthevariousfamilymem-

bers.Thehouseholdwasoriginallyestablishedasanadministrativemecha-

nismformanagingtheagriculturaldevelopmentofitslocus,theestate.

Therefore,themembersofthehouseholdwereitsstaffinchargeof

managerialdutiesandresponsibleforthehousehold'soperations.

Accordingly,patrilinealsuccessionwithinthehouseholdbecamedomi-

nantnotsimplyduetotheimportancegiventobloodsuccessionalone

butbecausepreservationofthehouseholdwasitselfparamount.Patrilin-

ealsuccessionwastheoptimumwaytomanagethetransferenceofthe

householdandpreserveit,andpatrilinealsuccessionbecamedominant

forthatveryreason.

Thelogicofbloodsuccessiongainedcurrencythroughthehousehold's

patrilinealinheritancepractices;butatthesametime,sincethepreserva-
tionofthehouseholdwasofutmostconcern,importancewasalsogiven

tothesuccessor'spotentialtalentsinadministration.Consequently,some-

timesevenlegitimateoffspringwereexcludedfrombecomingfamily

headiftheywereunsuitedtoinheritthehousehold.Incaseswherethere

werenooffspring,anadoptedsonwaschosenandevenmoreemphasis

wasplacedonhisability.

PatternsofAdoptioninJapan

OneofthemostremarkablecharacteristicsofthehouseholdinJapanese

societywasthedistinctsystemofadoption.Eventhoughadoptionis

evidentinmanydifferentsocietiesthroughouttheworld,theadoption

systeminJapanwasespeciallyunique.

AdoptioniswidelyevidentinWesternsocieties.Inmostcases,the

purposeofadoptionistotakeinandraisechildrenwhodonothaveany
relatives.Adoptionisalsousedbychildlessparentswhodesireachild

andconsequentlyadoptone.Ingeneral,thereasonsforadoptionare
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血dividual,andthepfac廿cemayindeedberootedinthebencvolent

religiousidealsofChristianity.

However,thechiefreasonforadoptioninEastAsiansocietiesisto

continuethesuccessionofafamily'slineage.InChinaandKorea,under

theinfluenceofConfucianism,thesocialorderispremisedonpatrilineal

familylines,andadoptioniscarriedouttopreservepatrilineallineages.

Familiestakeinanadoptedsonwheneveramalesonisnotborn,in

ordertopreservethefamily'sbloodlines.Sincethepurposeofadoption

inthesesocietiesistocontinuemalebloodlines,aprospectiveadopter

wholacksason.an.dwhoadoptsanheirmustselect丘ornhismale

relatives,suchashisnephewsorthechildrenofhismalecousins.

Thispracticeistermed"inclan-adoption."Asarule,forsomeoneto

becomeanadoptedsonhemusthavethesameclannameashisadopt-

ingfather.Wivesandmothersarealwaysfromdifferentclans,because

marriagemustbebetweenmembersofdifferentclans.Therefore,male

membersoftheclansoffemalerelativescannotbecomeadoptedheirs

sincetheybelongtodifferentclans.

AdoptioninJapantookadifferentformthaninChinaandKorea.In

Japan,similarpreferencewasgiventoselectingheirsfrommalerelatives,

butcandidates丘ornthemother'sfamilyandfrom(differentfamilieswere

included.Moreover,adistinctcharacteristicofadoptioninJapanisthe

practiceofadoptingason-in-lawasanheir.Inthecaseofafamilywith

onlyfemaleoffspring,ahusbandisbroughtintothehouseholdthrough

marriage,andhesimultaneouslybecomestheadoptedsonofhisfather-

in-law.

Theadoptedson-in-lawneednothaveanybloodrelationtotheadopting

father.(lfhewereabloodrelativeofhisfather-in-law,hemightbecome

anordinaryadoptedson,notason-in-law.)Thechoiceofanindividual

foradoptionisuptothecompletediscretionoftheadoptingfather.

Accordingly,thissituationallowsforchoosinganadoptedsonpredomi-

nantlyonthebasisofthatperson'sability.

Selectingheirsthroughadoptiononthebasisoftheirabilitiessuited

thehouseholdsysteminJapan.IntheJapanesehouseholdsystem,male

heirssucceededtothepositionoftheheadofthehousehold.However,
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asnotedearlier,thispracticewasnotsimplytopreservethefather's

bloodlines.Instead,patrilinealsuccessionprovedtobethemoststrategic

meansforpreservingthecongruityofthehousehold.Thepracticeof

adoptingason-in-lawasanheirgavefreereigntochoosingsomeoneon

thebasisofhisabilityandwasthereforewellsuitedforpreservingthe

householdandstrengthenedthefunctionofthehouseholdasanadmin-

istrativeorgan.

TheKamakuraBakufuandtheDevelopmentof

LocalWarriorRule

Aftertheperiodofcivilwarinthetwelfthcentury,locallordsentered

lordandvassalrelationshipsasthehousemen(go惣 〃勿 御 家 人)ofthe

KamakurabakufuheadedbyShogunMinamotoYoritomo.Theselocal

lordslivedundertheruleofthewarlordMinamotoYoritomo,butin

actualitytheirlordandvassalrelationshipwasatypeofunion.Priorto

thisperiod,locallordsintheprovincesdidnotenjoyaveryhighlevelof

status,andtheircontrolandmanagementoftheirdomainsweremarked

byinstability.Duringthecivilwarsofthetwelfthcentury,manysought

affiliationwithYoritomoandbecamevassalsoftheKamakurabakufu.

Theselordsthensucceededinraisingtheirpoliticalstandingthrough

militaryvictories.Samuraialsobecamemilitaryexpertsinchargeoflocal

defenseandpolicingintheserviceoftheimperialcourtandthecentral

governmentinKyoto.WiththefoundingoftheKamakurabakufuin

1185,thispracticecametobeknownasthesystemofestatemanagers

@ガ 地 頭)andconstables(shugo守 護).7

Theoriginalmeaningofthewordjit�eferredtoalocality.Atfirstthe

termreferredtothewarriorlordwhodevelopedlandundertheestate

systemandwhothenconveyedrightstothatlandtoanobleora

religiousinstitutioninthecapitalofKyotot�intaxprotectionforthat

estate.Thetermsimplyreferredtothepersoninchargeofoverseeing

theestateinthelowestleveloftheestateoffice.Inthesystemestab-

fishedintheyear1185,thejit�ainedpublicauthorityovermilitaryand
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policingmatters,therebysecuringa.publicroleinacountrywidesystem

ofrule.

ThischangernarkedamLaloruユrningpointinthehistoryofthedevel-

opmentoflocalwarriorrule.Previously,provincialgovernorscurtailed

thedominationoflocalwarriorlordsovertheirestates.Governorscaused

difficultiesbymakingvariousdemands;suchasforincreasesinthe

annualricetaxpaidtoproprietors.However,after1185thelocallords

wonpublicrecognitionoftheirrights,openingthewayforthemto

consolidatetheirpositionsaspowerholdersintheirterritories.Theshogun,

Yoritomo,handeddownmilitaryorderstothelocallords,butrefrained

fromenteringintodisputesovertheirestates.Theheadofthehousehold

hadtheabsoluterighttopreventtrespassersonhisestate,andeventhe

shoguncouldnotinterferewiththepoliticalworkingsofsamuraihouse-

holdsorwithproblemsgover血gtheinheritanceand(lispersalofan

estate.

Shugo,likejit�,wereappointedbytheKamakurabakufufromamong

itsvassals.Ratherthancontrolalandholdingoranindividualestate,the

dutyoftheshugowasoveranadministrativeunitofterritorycalleda

pfovincc(々 〃ni国).Japan.wascomposedofaboutsixtyprovinces,suchas

MusashiandHarima.Therewasa吻goineachoneofthesepfovinces,

chosenfromthemostpowerfulvassalsintheKamakurabakufu.

Shugopossessedmilitaryandpolicejurisdictionovertheirprovince,

andtheyhadtherighttogiveorderstothevassalsoftheKamakura

bakufuHvingwithin.theprovince.5乃 偬oledthelocalvassalsinbattle,

soughtoutmurderersandrebels,andsuppressedinsurrection.Theyalso

transmittedorderstovassalsfromtheKamakurabakufuandperformed

avarietyofduties,suchasexactingtributesfromvassals.Theterritorial

andpubliccharacteristicsofshugoauthoritytranscendedthepowersof

thejito.Unlikethelocallordsf面ctior血gasjit�hohad(趾ectcontfol

oftheirownindividualterritories,theshugopossessedahigherlevelof

rulingauthorityovertheaffairsofanentireprovince.

Forsamurai,theshugosystemwasfundamentallydifferentfroman

individuallordshipoveradiscreteterritorywhichcharacterizedthesys-

temoflocalterritorialrule.The.rhugosystemface血tatedthedevelopment
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ofgreatdomainallords,ordailny�,whoheldpublicgoverningauthority

overlocalmagnates.Thesysternoflocalruユe(翅2励iry�.rhu吻andthc

systemofdaimy�verlordship(daimy�y�husei大 名 領 主 制)comprisedtwo

typesofwarriorterritorialrule.AsIexplainlater,bothsystemsconsti-

tutedalastingdynamicatthecountrywidelevelandenduredalongside

eachotheruntiltheTokugawaperiod.Thenucleusforthissituationcan

befbundinthesysternof.rhugoand/i痂oftheKamakurabakufu.

Regionalwarriorsassumedmilitaryandpoliceresponsibilitiesintheir

rolesasfhugoandjit�,butthroughasuccessionofwarsandrebellions,

thesewarriorsgraduallywongreateradministrativeauthoritybeyondtheir

militaryandpolicingpowersincludingrightstopassjudgmentsandlevy

finesincriminalandcivilcases,toconductlandsurveys,toundertake

irrigationprojects,andtocontroltransportationroutesandmarkets.The

encroachmentofregionalwarriorsandthebakufuonthepowersofthe

centralgovernmenttransformedthecompositionofthecentralgovern-

mentinthefavorofregionallords.

TheKamakurabakufuwasitselfweakenedandoverthrown,andthe

succeedingMuromachibakufuoftheAshikagashogunsalsobecame

politicallyineffective.Locallordsextendedtheirpersonalterritoriesin

theprovincesthroughrebellion.Thesystemoflocalwarriorrulewit-

nesseddramaticdevelopmentswhenwarriorsbeganacquiringpublicrights

onceassociatedwiththecentralgovernment.Thebattlesinwhichre-

gionalwarriorssoughtopportunitiestoexpandtheirterritoryandpoliti-

calauthoritycontinuedwithoutabatement.Theconditionsofcivilwar

andsocialandpoliticalunrestlastedformanycenturiesencompassing

theWarofNorthernandSouthernCourts(1336-1392),theinstab丗tyof

theMuromachiperiod(1392-1568),andthelongWarringStates(Sengoku

戦 国)pefiod(1482-1558).
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LeaguesofLocalWarriorsandConsolidationunder

SengokuDaimyo

TheCreationofVerticallyStructuredOrganizations

Inthemid-sixteenthcentury,thematchlockgun,anewtypeofweapon
,

wasbroughttoJapanbythePortuguese,andittransformedthecharac-

terofwarfareinJapanesesociety,bringingchangestothepoliticalstruc-

tureaswell.Thematchlockgunwasapowerfulweapon.Itchangedthe

basicrnodeoffightingfromacontestofindividualsk皿onhorseback

intoonebasedonmobilegroupwarfare.Thesizeofbattlesalsoex-

panded.Thecustomofequippingfootsoldiers,calledashigaru(whose

namerneansto丘eelyrunaround),farmersandotherlowerfanking

warriorswithgunsbecamewidespread.Groupsoffootsoldiersarmed

withgunshadanincreasinglyimportantmilitaryrole.Throughthese

changesin.thernodesofwarfare,militaryofgar屹ations血mostprov-

incesgrewlargerbyincorporatinglocalsamurai,andbyreplacingthe

smallbandsofwarriorscomposedoffamiliesandservantsoflocallords.8

Uptothispoint,althoughlocallordsfoughtoneanother,theyalso

formedmutualalliances,workedtogethertocombatoutsideaggressors ,

andpledgedtonon-militarymeanstonegotiateterritorialdisputes.In

thisperiod,thenumberoftheseassociationsgraduallyincreased.The

organizationsusedtoresolveproblemsbynegotiationswereknownas

"largeassemblies"(
.rh珣h珒ang�O 中 談 合),whichistherootofthernod-

efnword``colusion"(dang�).Thcmoderntermhasnegativeconnota-

fions,buttheterm'soriginalmeaningreferredtoresolvingdisputesby

usingreasonedargumentsinsteadofforce.Thiswastheonlymethodfor

leaguesofwarriorstomaintainpeace.However,alliancescouldquickly

crumbleirrespectiveoftheparticipants'loftymotivesiftheoriginalim-

portanceoftheassociationwasforgottenandmembersdecidedtotake

advantageoftheterms.

Thepeoplewhoparticipatedintheselargewarriorassembliesduring

thelatemedievalperiodwereregionalwarriorsresponsibleformaintain-

ingthepeacelocally.Termed``rnenoftheprovinces ,"orkokujin国 人,

theywerethemostpowerfulmeninaprovince,andtheirleagueswere
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calledkokujinikki国 人 一i揆.9Theterm漉 々40rleague,refersbothtothe

movementofpeopleworkingtogetherforacommoncauseandtothe

groupitself.These"leaguesofmenoftheprovinces"wereunsuccessful

intransccndingtheharshr曲taryandpoliticalworldoftheWar血g

Statesperiodthroughtheirlargeassembliesalone.

Individualswhoignoredthedecisionsoftheseconferencesmight

abandonthebattlelinesatawhim,turntraitor,andattack.Theleagues

neededtosuccessfullycounteranyonewhobetrayedthem,andthey

soughtanorganizationalstructurethatwouldregulatetheentiremem-

bershipofthegroup.Insum,theseleaguesneededtocreateastrong,

verticallystructuredorganizationthatconcentratedpoweratthecenter

andenactedahierarchyandadivisionofrolesamongthegroup'smem-

bers.Thesetypesoforganizationswerecharacterizedbyacentralized

chainofcommandwiththeabilitytoenactdecisionsandordersandset

conditionsforrewardsandpunishments.

Thisnecessitatedchangingthehorizontalstructureoftheleaguesof

regionallordsintoaverticalstructurebasedonacloserelationshipbe-

tweentheleaderandhisfollowers:astructureinwhichthelord'sorders

wouldreachthelowerlevelregionalwarriorsasquicklyandasefficiently

aspossible.Thosewhohesitatedorrejectedcreatingthistypeofvertical

organizationsuffereddefeatandwereeliminated.Creatingthesetypesof

rigidverticalorganizationswascriticaltosurvivalinthewarsforunifica-

fionoftheWarringStatesperiod.

TheCaseoftheM�iFamily

WewillexaminethistrendinorganizationintheWarringStatesperiod

throughthecaseoftheM�i毛 利daimyohousewhichdominatedthe

Ch琦okuregion.1ｰTheM�ifamilywasfoundedbyOenoSuemitsu大

江 季 光,thefourthsonofOenoHiromoto大 江 広 元,whowasMinamoto

Yoritomo'stopadvisor.HetookthenameM�ifromthenameofthe

M�iestateinAik�istrictinSagamiprefecture.In1336,Suemitsu's

grandsonTokichikareceivedthejitoappointmentofYoshidaestatein

TakedadistrictofAkiprovince(Hiroshimaprefecture),andhemoved

hisresidencethere.Heusedthatestateasabasefordevelopinghis
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Map3.

tory

DistributionofLocalLordsinAkiProvinceDuringtheSixteenthCen一

positionasalocallord.InAkiprovince,therewereotherlocallordswho

werevassalsoftheKamakurabakufubesidestheM�isuchasthe

Hiraga平 賀,Kumagai熊 谷,Asonuma阿 曽 沼,Kobayakawa小 早 川,

Kitsukawa吉 川,Shishido宍 戸,andAmano天 野,alllivinginvarious

places.(SeeMap3.)

Althoughstrugglingwithoneanotherovertheterritoriestheycon-

trolled,atthesametimethesefamiliescreatedleagueswiththepurpose

ofstabilizingtheirholdovertheirland.Someoftheseleagueswere

militaryalliancesagainstthepoweroftheshugowhosoughttocontrol

thelocallordsintheprovinceandbringtheentireprovinceunderhis

control.Otherswerepeacefulalliancestonegotiateanon-violentendto

disputesoverwaterrights,boundaries,andsimilarproblemsthatthreat一
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enedthemutualdestructionoflocalrulers.Finally,thesewarriorhouses

madepledgestoeachothertoreturnpeasantswhohadabsconded,asa

wayofprotectingthemselvesandstabilizingtheirpowerlocally.Allof

thesealliancesinAkiprovincearereferredtoaskokujinikki.(Seefig.3)

In1523,M�iMotonarisucceededtotheheadshipoftheM�ifamily.

Asagiftedgeneralandleader,Motonarigainedthetrustofthekokujin

whowerethelocallordsinAkiprovince,andhewonthepositionof

commanderoftheiralliance.DuringtheincreasingchaosoftheWarring

Statesperiod,thekokujinallianceinAkiprovinceunderMotonari'sguid-

ancebattledwiththedaimyoofsurroundingprovinces,includingthe

Ouchi大 内whoheldNagatoan.dSu�rovinces,andtheAmako尼 子of

IzumoandIwamiprovinces.Theyundertookbothcampaignstopre-

servetheindependenceoftheirteri:itorialrし 己e・

TheleagueofregionalwarriorsunderMotonari'sleadershipmetthe

invasionoftheAmakoforcesinAkiprovinceandfoughthardtodrive

themout.Theﾔuchifamilysufferedinternalunrestintheirdomaindue

totherebellionofthechiefvassal,SueHarukata陶 晴 賢,whohadassas-

sinatedthedaimyoOuchiYoshitaka大 内 義 隆MotonarichallengedSue

HarutakainbattleandslewhiminthefamousBattleofItsukushima.

MotonarithenannexedtheformerOuchidomain.

Thus,Motonariprovedhisauthorityasamilitaryleader.Hesentoff

hissecondsonMotoharuandhisthirdsonTakakagetotheKitsukawa

andKobayakawafamiliesinAkiprovincetobecomeadoptedsonsand

Figure3. ContractofanA皿ianceBetweenLocalLordsj血AkiProvince.
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succeedtotheheadshipofthesekokujinhouses.Motonaritherebysuc-

ceededinincorporatingbothofthesepowerfulregionalwarriorfamilies

intotheM�ihouse.

Healsogaveimpoftancetothehousesfbundedbythe皿egitimate

descendantsoftheM6rif洫 丑y-thosefamiliesfoundedbysonsother

thantheeldestson-suchastheFukuharaandSaka.Heassignedhis

hereditaryvassals(fudai),includingtheKatsura,Kodama,Kurokawa,

Kunishi,andAwatanitoadministrativepoststhroughouttheprovinces

hecontrolled.

Throughthesesteps,M�iMotonarigraduallyroseabovetheposition

ofleaderofaleagueofprovincialwarriorstoclimbtoaplaceofpublic

authorityadministeringtheruleofanentireprovincialdomain.Thelocal

lordswhohadmadeuptheleaguesofregionalwarriors,thekokujinikki,

ofAkiprovincewerealsogivenaplaceasMotonari'sretain駻s .Asa

result,MotonarienjoyedgreatpowerwithintheCh琦okuregionand

becameoneofthemajorpower-holdersoftheWarringStatesperiod.

TheFundamentalCharacteristicsof
theJapaneseHousehold

Asbothasummaryoftheprecedingdiscussionandtoprovideabasis

forcomparisonwiththefamilyunitsandkingroupsinothercountries ,
thefollowingsectiondescribesthevariousbasiccharacteristicsofJapa-

nesehouseholds(ie).11

Lineage

工sneageisakeychafacteristicnotor且yforthecompositionofhouse-

holdsinJapanbutalsoforfamiliesandkingroupsinothersocieties .A

lineageusuallyoriginateswithamaleorafemaleancestorormaybe

organizedaccordingtodifferentprinciples.Eachlineageexpressesan

organizadonof血ealrelationshipsthatincludedescendantsuptothe

present.

Lineagesmayvaryintheirblendoftruthandfictionabouttheances一
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torsincluded.Somegenealogiesoflineagesthatactuallyextendbackno

furtherthanthreegenerations,asinthecaseofafewJapanesehouse-

holds,maypositafamilylinethatbeganwithanancestorinthedistant

pastandthendescribeacontinuoussuccessionofgenerationsuptothe

currentdescendants.Examplesofthesetypesofconstructedlineagesare

foundrecordedinlineagechartsandgenealogiesinpremoderndocu-

ments.Falsificationoflineagesdemonstratestheimportanceoflineage

relationshipsinthepremodernera.

Variousacceptedsymbolsrepresentedlineages,andthesewerehon-

oredbythepeoplewhoinvokedthem.Lineagechartsandgenealogies

werethemostfundamentalsymbols,butfamilyname,crest,deathregis-

tries,mortuarytablets,andmemorialdaysofanancestorareallrelated

symbolsoflineage.Thesesymbolsallowthemembersofagivenhouse-

holdtolearnabouttheestablishmentandsubsequenthistoryoftheir

household'slineage.Theyalsoinculcatearecognitionofthemeaningof

thehouseholdaswellastherolesofthevariousmembersinit.Finally,

thesesymbolsprovideamechanismfortransmittingknowledgeabout

thelineagetosubsequentgenerations.

Theconceptoflineagemaycharacterizemosthouseholds,butitis

especiallynecessarytoprobetheimplicationsoflineagestounderstand

止e丘mdamentalsofJapaneschouseholds.Tothatend,notionsoflin-

eageinfamilialandkingroupsinsocietiesandexamplesotherthan

Japanshouldbeconsidered.WithinEastAsia,consciousnessofclan

lineageisespeciallystronginChinaandKorea.Amongroyalhousesand

noblefamiliesthroughouttheworld,lineagesbasedonpersonalblood-

linesareequivalenttopoliticallegitimacy,sincelineageisseenasthe

fundamentalunderpinningofauthority.Buthowdotheseexamplescom-

parewiththeconceptoflineageintheJapanesehousehold?Inother

words,whatprinciplesareusedtostructurelineages?Andwhatdoesone

succeedtowithinalineage?

Anunderstandingoftheprincipleoflineagecanprovideamulti-

facetedmeansofapproachingthisissue.Suchprinciplesbecomeevident

wheneverthereisnolegitimatesuccessorinalineageofgivensociety.

Theprinciplesgoverninglineagesareexpressedbytheactionstakenby
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thegroupconcernedtohaveanotherpersonsucceedaccordingtoestab-

fishedprecedents.

Theuseofadoptionasameanstopreventalineagefrombecoming

extinctwhenthereisnomaleheirisapracticenotfoundintheWest.In

EastAsia,however,adoptionisanintegralpartofpreservingtheconti-

nuityoflineages.Sinceonlymencansucceedtoalineage,onlymenare

adopted.Amanisadoptedasasubstitutewheneveramaleoffspringis

needed.

WhilethisprincipleisfoundthroughoutEastAsia,therearegreat

differencesintherulesgoverningthechoiceofadoptedsonsinChina

andKoreaontheonehand,andJapanontheother.Thereasonforthis

differenceisfoundinthehistoryoflineagesinthesesocietieswhich

revealskeydifferencesininheritance.IncontrasttoChinaandKorea

wherepatrilinealbloodlinesarethebasisforlineagecontinuity,inJapan,

asdemonstratedbythecustomofadoptingsons-in-law,lineagecontinu-

ityisnotbasedonthefather'sbloodlines.

InJapanesehouseholds,thefamilyheadismale,andthatpostis

inheritedbysuccessivegenerationsofmales.Consequently,atfirstglance,

thecaseofJapanapPearstobenodifferent丘omthepatr丗nealmodeof

inheritancefoundinChinaandKorea.However,thisisonlyonthe

surface:inheritanceinJapanesehouseholdsisnotaccordingtopatrilineal

bloodlines,normatrilineal,norevenbythebloodlinesofrelatives.

LinealSuccession

ThedistinguishingfeatureofJapanesehouseholdsisthecharacteristicof
linealsuccession.Inmostcases,householdsconsistofa"linealfamily,"

consistingofafather,afirst-bornson,andagrandson,whotogether

formalineofsuccession.Thelinealnatureofthishouseholdisevident:

first,inthesuccessionofthepostoffamilyhead;second,inthefactthat

thehouseholdcapitalremainsintactwhentransmittedfromgeneration

togeneration;and,third,bythewayinwhichlinealsuccessionguides
familystructure.

Inthefirstplace,thelinealsuccessionofthepostoffamilyhead

meansthattheso-calledlegitimateoffspring,eitherthefirst-bornsonor
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grandson,succeedstothepostofheadofthehousehold.Thesame

pefsonthenassumesa皿thehonors,rights,andpoli廿calfanksduethat

position.Inpfinciple,individuals丘orncolateralhnesofthefamilyafe

preventcd丘ominheritingthefamilyheadshipexceptwhenanappropri-

ateheirisneeded.Inthatcase,someonefromacollaterallinemightbe

adoptedasasuccessorandtherebyinherittheheadshipofthemain

family.Evenincaseswherebrothersinherittheheadshipfromone

anothef,theolderbrotherw皿adopthisyoungersiblin.g,alowinghimto

inheritthepostoffamilyheadbutpreservingthepremiseofafather-son

Succession.

Second,inadditiontothedirectsuccessionofthepositionoffamily

head,thesuccessorsimultaneouslygainssolecontroloveralltheassets

ofthehousehold.InJapan,itwasoncethecustomforbrotherstodivide

theinheritanceamongthemselves.But,asmentionedelsewhereinthis

text,therewasatrendtowardsingleinheritanceofthefamilyheadship

amongsamuraifamilies,sothatbythefourteenthcenturytheeldestson

controlledtheinheritance.Whentheeldestsongainedthepostoffamily

head,afterthecustomofsoleinheritanceofthehouseholdcapitalcame

toberecognized,allthepropertythatheinheritedcametobeconsid-

eyednotashispersonalgoodsbutrathertobelongtothehousehold.

Thus,inheritancewasviewedasfamilywealthtransmittedtodescen-

dantsintact.

Third,thewayinwhichlinealsuccessionshapesfamilystructureisa

seminalelementoftheJapanesehousehold.Thehouseholdconsistsof

threegenerationslivingtogetherinthesamedwelling:theparentsand

thefamilyoftheirmarriedchildren.However,itisimportanttonotethat

onlythefamilyofoneoftheparent'schildrensharesthehouseholdwith

theparents,andinmostcasesitisthefamilyoftheeldestson.

Insummary,thelinealnatureofsuccessionwithintheJapanesehouse-

holdisevidentinthreecharacteristics:thelinealsuccessionofthefamily

headship,theintegrityofthehouseholdcapitalasitispassedonfrom

generationtogeneration,andthewayinwhichthispatternofsuccession

shapesfamilystructure.

Lhユealfam丗es(ste〃 .卿〃ilies)ofthistypeareevidentinpartsofEu一
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rope,butitremainsapointofdebatewhetherthesehavethesame

characteristicsastheJapanesehousehold.Inthecaseofthecharacteristic

ofsoleinheritanceofthefamily'spropertyandwealth,inmedievalEn-

glandandothersettingsinEurope,itisapparentthattheeldestoffspring

usuallyinheritedmostoftheproperty.

And,itwouldbelaborthepointtosaythatlinealsuccessionofthe

positionoffamilyheadisapracticeevidentthroughouttheworld.In

thisregard,theJapanesehouseholdneednotbeconsideredunique.Nev-

ertheless,itisdifficulttofindcomplementaryexamplesofhouseholds

outsideofJapanthatpossessa皿thfeeoftheafbrerncndonedt1:aits.

InthecaseofEngland,customdictatedthattheeldestchildinherited

allofthefamily'swealth,butthefamilyitselfwasorganizedasanuclear

丘畑1y.Moreovef,controlofthefam丑y'sassetswasthesolepferogativc

oftheindividualinheritor.Whenevertherewasnolegitimateheirto

inheriteverything,theentireestatewasdistributedamongtherelatives.

Thedesiretopreservetheintegrityoftheinheritanceforfuturegenera-

fions,asinJapan,isabsentfromthisscenario.

Insummary,asurveyofthevariouscivilizationsoftheworldreveals

thatindividualcharacteristicsoflinealsuccessionarewidespread,butthe

Japanesehouseholdstandsoutasdistinctforincorporatingallthreeof

thesecharacteristicstogether.

CorporateNature

AnotherfundamentalcharacteristicoftheJapanesehouseholdthatre-

quiresmentioningisitscorporatenature,whichincludesautonomyof
control.Asnotedearlier,thestructureofthehouseholdallowsforthe

householdcapitaltobetransmittedintactthroughalineallyorganized

family.Thehouseholdcapitaldoesnotbelongtothefamilyheadbutis

insteadperceivedtobethepropertyofthehouseholditself.Conse-

quently,thehouseholdcanbesaidtopossessthecharacteristicsofa
cOfPOfatlon.

Thecorporatenatureofthehouseholdisdifferentfromtheconcept

ofoccupation.Allhouseholdshavetheirowndistincthereditaryoccupa-

fions,andproductioniscarriedoutbythemembersofahouseholdwho
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dividethelaborfollowingthedirectionsofthehouseholdhead.There

areawidevarietyofoccupations,fromthetypesfoundinhouseholdsof

thepremodernnobility,whichincludedpoetryandgovernmentoffice,to

thoscofthesamufaiwhospecializedinmihtafysk皿s,especialymoun.ted

archery,ontheonehand,andinvolvementineconomicundertakings

suchasthedevelopmentandmanagementofregionalterritories,onthe

other.IntheTokugawaperiod,samuraiassumedpoliticalandadminis-

tra.dveduties血addidontotheirrn丑itaryones.Inmefchantfamiliesthe

householdbusinesswas,ofcourse,trade.

Suchisthebasisforthecorporatenatureofthehousehold,andthe

membersaccordinglyviewtheirhousehold'scapitalasinalienable.The

householdisalsobasedoneconomicprinciplesthatgovernedoccupa-

fionandtrade,theuseofcapitaltofurtherbusiness,andthesavingof

profitsinthehouseholdcoffers.Thecorporatecharacterandeconomic

natureofthehousehold,asthisbookexplainsindetailinthechapters

thatfollow,explainmanyofitsattributesincludingtheindivisibilityof

theinheritance,theuseofbloodlinesforsuccession,andtherightsand

powersaccruedtothefamilyhead.

Theheadofthehouseholdinheritsallofitscapitalandpossessesthe

strictrighttocontroltheothermembers,butthehead'sgreatpoweris

premisedonhiseffortstopromotethehousehold.Ifhedeviatesfrom

thataimandusesthehousehold'sresourcesarbitrarilyforhimself,he

Willbepunishcdbytheotherrnernbersandw皿havetofbffdthis

position.Thisfactstands血contfasttotheappafentdomdnanceof.the

householdhead,yetitisalsopartofthelogicofauthorityofthehouse-

hold.

ThecorporatenatureoftheJapanesehouseholdhasfewparallelsin

othersocieties.Thiscorporatecharacterseemsabsenteveninsocial

groupsinAsia.IthasbeennotedthatonYapIslandinMicronesia,the

conceptofresidence,"tabinau,"embracesthenotionoftheindivisibility

ofhouseholdproperty,andsothiswouldappeartobeclosetoJapan.In

theWest,thepracticesofprivateownershipofchurches(eigenkirche)as

wellasdonationstoreligiousinstitutionsandtrustfunds,andestates

heldintrustaresimilartopracticesofJapanesehouseholds.



THEHOUSEHOLDANDLOCALWARRIORRULE 27

YetWesternsocietyupholdsin(丑viduahsm,mea血gthatitwasdi伍cult

tocreatecorPofatcen嶺iesandtheecono面cgroupingsthatdcfive丘om

them,whichbynecessitysupersededtherightsofindividuals.Inthe

West,thefundamentalformofbusinessactivitywasthepartnership.If

theparticipantsdidnotreceivecertainprofits,thenthepartnershipwas

dissolved,andtheeconomicbodywouldbedisbanded.Fromthelate

medievaleratotheearlymodernperiod,aprogressionofdifferentforms

ofenterpriseswascreatedthatincludedlimitedpartnerships,limited

companies,andjointstockcompanies.But,thecorporationthatmain-

twineditscapitalinperpetuityappearedintheWestonlywiththeadvent

ofcapitalisminthemodernperiod.

Independence

Householdsneedtopossessadegreeofindependencetohavethepoliti-

calstrengthtoovercomeoutsideinterference.Theyhavetheauthorityto

provideasylumfortheirmembersandtogiveprotectiontosomeone

fromtheoutsidewhoisseekingaid.Onthispoint,thehouseholdof

JapanresemblesthehouseholdoffeudallordsofthemedievalWest.In

thecaseofthelatter,thelord'shouseholdfunctionedasaunitofliveli-

hoodandwasalsoapoliticalstructure.Asnotedbyscholars,themedi-

evalsocialorderwaslinkedtothereciprocalfunctionoftheauthorityof

thelord'shouseholdtooperateforitsownend.

Therearemanyparallelstobefoundbetweenthelord'shouseholdin

themedievalWestandthehouseholdofthelocalwarriorlordinJapan.

However,whenthedistinctcorporatenatureandlinealorganizationof

theJapanesehouseholdareconsidered,therearecleardifferencesbe-

tweenthetwo.

TheWesterncaselacksbothofthesesalientfeatures.Consequently,

whentherewasnoheirtosucceedtotheWesternhousehold,thecapital

includingthepropertywouldeitherbedividedamongtherelativesor

elsebeusurpedbysomeonepowerful.Thecontinuityandcongruityof

thehouseholdwerecompletelydestroyedintheseinstances.Onlythe

feudallord'stitleofnobilitywouldbepasseddowntohisfamily.

Theprecedingdiscussionatternptedto皿uminatethesalientfeatures
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ofthehousehold,particularlytheJapanesehousehold.Theauthorwishes

tomakethefollowingobservationfromthisdiscussion:thattheconcept

ofhouseholdcanbereducedtoseveralcomponents,andthatthrough

comparativehistoricalanalysisofthesecomponentsitispossiblenot

onlytograspthecharacteristicsofthehouseholdinJapananditsplace

inthefieldofworldhistory,butalsoatthesametimetoarguethatonly

theJapanesehouseholdpossessesallfouroftheaforementionedtraits,

whichmeansthatitsdistinctiveness-indeed,uniqueness-canbeas-

certained.

ThedebateoverwhethertheJapanesehousehold-orforthatmatter

Japanesecultureasawhole-isparticularoruniversalhasgrownstale

withrepetition.Iftheanalyticalapproachoutlinedaboveisconsidered,it

1:naybcpossibletocscape丘ornthispointlessbifUrcatedargurnent・That

istosay,whenthefourcharacteristicsthatcomposetheJapanesehouse-

holdafebroughtintofbcus,theuniversalityofitsnatufew皿become

clearwithreferencestocommonalitieswithdifferentexamplesthrough-

outtheworld,whileatthesametime,whentheseelementsareconsid-

credinthev:totaHty,thedistinctivenessoftheJapanesehouseholdw皿

alsobecomeevident.


