
INTRODUCTION

Thismonographfbllowsthetransfigurationinthcconceptof〃 吻4々o

throughoutitslonghistory;andcxaminesthcnexusbctwecnthis

transfigurationandtheemergenceofurbanityinJapan.This

relationshipisatthesametimeplacedintcrmsoftheparticularwayin

whichu.rbanizationhasdevelopedinJapans五nccthclatchinetccnth

centuryとThetheorizingof〃 勿 」罐oisgroundedinmyownmethodology;

discussedindctailbelow;and丘omthismethodologicalstandpoint,the

monographseekstofhrtherconsidcrtheapplicabilityof〃2加 々oasa

conceptfbrtheanalysisofsocietiesoutsideofJapan;toconsider,in

otherwords,theuniversalityoftheconcept.1

1.Thismonographisasynthesisoftwopreviouspublications.Oncisapaperentitled

ハ7乃 砌6襯 々470桝o即4舷 々6砌 リァ〃oη 日 本 文 化 論 と 逆 欠 如 理 論("Japanesecultural

Theor)zandtheReverseAbsenceViewpoint"),wh三chappearedinノ ～%o卿 孟4御o漉 耀 孟o

翩 η4η伽 一 飾 π々∫4伽 ブ∫贏 ノ加0々 翩 〃Z8励0'0漉 耀7伽 日 本 型 モ デ ル と は 何 か:国

際 化 時 代 に お け る メ リ ッ ト と デ メ リ ッ ト(whatistheJapaneseModePMerits

andDemeritsintheAgeofInternationalization),editedbyHamaguchiEshun濱 口 恵

俊(Shin'y6sha,1993)・Theotherisastudyentitlcd`"ワ4々o"孟o跏 〃`勿 一7b々41.々 卿4

伽 肋 「み や こ 」 と い う 宇 宙:都 会 ・郊 外 ・田 舎(TheSpaceCalled"Miyak・":

UrbanCity,Suburbs,andCountryside,pub.NihonH6s6ShuppanKy6kai,1994).

Relevantpartshavebeenincludcdf辷omseverallaterpublications,andtheintroduction

andmethodologicalanalysisinChapterIofPartOnehavebeennewlywrittenfbrthis

monograph.

痂



κ INTRODUCTION

Historicallytheterm〃2加 々ohasastrongassociationwithK夕oto

andisstillwidelyusedtodayindirectre色rencctoKyoto.2Moreover,the

termiso丘enerroneouslyunderstoodasbeingsynonymouswith∫ 乃初o首

都,theJapaneseequivalentof``capital"inEnglish,despite∫ 乃z〃obeinga

conceptwhicharosewiththebirthofthemodernnationstateinMeiji

Japan・Infact,theEnglishterm"capital"hasitselfundergonenumerou.s

changesinmeaningbefbrearrivingatitscontemporaryusage.

Accordingtoτ 乃60》)㎡ 劭g痂 乃Dゴ6吻 澀 ワ,"capita1"derivesf}om

theLatinwordfbr"head"andoriginallyrefセrredto``theheadortopofa

columnorpillaL"Overtimetheadditionalmeaningof``therulerofa

mansion,estate,ormanor"wasacquircd,andasanextensionofthis

developed,fromtheseventeenthtoeighteenthcenturies,anear

contemporaryusageofcapitalas,"theheadtownofacountry;province,

orstate,"or"acapitaltownorcity"initsadjectivalfbrm.TheDutch

加 曜 吻4andtheGerman乃 例 ρ吻 漉arecloseinmeaningtothisusageof

capital,andmightbetranslatedliterallyas"headorprinciplecitジ'

Importantly;"capital"hcrelacksanγexprcsspoliticalsignificance,andas

suchthcnearestequivalentinJapanesewouldbesomethinglikes4∫ 砺 ゴ

〃o癜 勿 々4ゴ 最 大 の 大 都 会,orIiterally"theiargestofthemetropolitan

,,centers
.

Nowadays,aciワrefとrredtoasacapitalisgenerallγunderstoodas

beingtheplaceinwhichgovernmentalpowerislocated,althoughthis

meaningdidnotbecomeclearlydefineduntila丘erthefbrmationofthe

丘rstmodernnationstatesintheeighteenthcenturylThuscitiesnow

2.IntheJapaneseversionofthistext,〃2ケ4々oisrenderedinkatakana(ミ ヤ コ)rathcr

thanka・ji(都,京,京 都)becauseoftheclosehistoricalassociationsthekanjihavewith

Kアoto,thisbeinganuanceIwishtoavoidinmyanalysis.Myaimistodemysti句the

conceptof〃2老 γ4々o,andthususingkatakanahelpstobringtheconceptintofbcusasan

objectofstudy,ratherthanallowingthespecialnuancesofthekanjitobeadistraction.

EveninthesubscquentdiscussionsaboutKyoto,吻 か4々odocsnotrefヒrtoKyotoitsc岻

buttotheaspectsofKyotothatexpressitssenseof叨 〃4々o-ness.
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knownascapitals,whichpredatctheeighteenthcentury;areclearlγmore

thansimplylocationsofccntralizedpoweL

Withthebirthofthesovereignnationthatgovernsoverand

administersadefinedterritoryandthesubjectsresidingw三thinthat

tcrritory,bothinternationalanddomesticpoliticstookonagreatlγ

expandedsigniHcance.Themajorcitiesincountrieshavinglongand

stablehistoriesnaturallアfbrmedthepoliticalcenters,thoughtherewas

Iittleneedtorcfとrtothesecitiesexpresslyasthecapital.However,the

emergentnationstates,ofwhichtheUnitedStatesisconsideredthefirst

newnation,werewithoutahistorytofallbackon,andthusthe

governmentalcentershadtobecreatedthroughavarietアofpolitiとal

machinations.Itwasasaresultofthisun丘)ldingofhistorythattheovert

politicalassociationsofthetermcapit』wereestablished.

Seoul,Vienna,London,Paris,Bangkok,andAmsterdam_theseare

allpresent-daycapitalcitiesthatareclearlymorcthanmercseatsof

governmentalpoweLInshort,Ibelievethatinadditiontofhnctioning

asmoderncapitals,thecharacterofcachofthcsecitieshasaspectsof

履 γ4々oandmaybcbetterde丘nedandanalyzedwithrefとrencetothis

concept.Here,Amsterdamprovidesaslightlydif琵rcntexample,fbr

』thoughtheofRcialcapital,clearlythecapitaloftheNetherlandsisThe

HagueifthetermisunderstoodastheseatofgovernmentalpoweLThus

dcspitethenewmeaningattributedtocapitalfollowingthe

establishmentofthemodernnationstateintheeighteenthcentury;

乃o曜 ∫孟44inDutchstillapp盆rentlアclingstothefbrmernotionofa

capitalasbeingthcprincipleorleadingcityとIncontemporaryterms,

AmsterdamisnotstrictlyspeakingthecλpitaloftheNetherlands,butits

御04々oastheconcepthadcometomeandu.ringtheEdoperiodin

Japan・Inthisrespcct,Japanfヒomthesevcnteenthtomid-nineteenth

centuriessharesmanysimilaritieswiththeNetherlandsoftodayき

BefbremovingontothebodyofmyanalysisIwouldliketodiscuss

themethodologicalapproachrefとrredtointheopeningparagraphofthe
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introduction.Thisapproachwasdevclopedasachallengetothe

inevitablelimitationsofthcrelativelyyoungdisciplineofthesocial

scicncesinmodernJapan.strictlyspcaking,thislimitationapPliesnot

onlytothesocialsciences,butalsotothehumanitiesandhuman

sciences,andmaybeattributedtotheborrowingofacademicmodels

groundcdinthehistoric』andsocialexperiencesoftheWesttoanaIyze

thehistoricallyandsociallydif琵rentcontextofJapanesesocietyand

culture.

Ire色rtothetraditionalmethodologyoftheJapanesesocialsciences

asthe"absencevicwpoint,"andtomyrelativizedpositionasthe"reverse

absenceviewpoint."Myintentionisnottoarguethatthetraditional

absenceviewpointisofnovalueinanalyzingJapanesesocietyandthat

su.chanalysisshouldonlアbeconductedf}omthcreverseabsence

viewpoint.RatherIbelicvethatthroughcombiningaspectsofboth

apProachcs,itwillbepossibletodevelopstu.diesofJapanescsocietythat

arecapableofwithstandingahighlcvelofinternationalcomparison.In

reality;however,agreatmanyacademicsinJapancontinuetoperu-se

theirwork,consciouslyorotherwise,f}omtheabsenccviewpoint,and

thusIstillfヒelobligedatthisstagetoclari句theargumentsinsupportof

thercvcrseabsencevicwpoint.


