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1.AcropolisandNecropolis

ItissaidthatthegodSukunabikonanoKami少 名 毘 古 那 神crossedthe

wavesfめmdistant.Tbkoyo常 世nokunian(larrivedatIzumo出 雲 .

TbgetherwithOnamuchinoKami大 穴 牟 遅 神,hecreatedtheCentral

LandofReedPlains(Ashiharanonakatsukuni葦 原 の 中 つ 国),bu .twhen

theworkwasdone,returnedoncemoretoTbkoyo.Itappearslikelアthat

SukunabikonacreatedtheCcntralLandofReedPlainsintheimageof

Tbkoγo.Intheeアcsofthisengineer-god,thcnewlycreatedlandproba-

blyseemedadoublesuperimposedonTbkoアo.

AsimilarexperienceawaitedtheHshermanUrashima浦 島 .This

Iad,guidedbyatortoisehehadrescued,visitedtheDragon'sPalace .

A丘erasojoumofthreeyears,heretumedtotheshoresofTango丹 後

province,butthcrethreehundredy・earshadelapsed.Openingajewcl

boxhehadreceivedintheDragon'sPalace,Urashimawasengulfとdby

whitesmoke.TUrningatonceintoawhite-hairedoldman,hediedon

thespot・Intheviolentreconciliationofthreeyearsandthreccenturics ,

hisbodydisintegratedinstantlyとForthishapless丘sherman,didnotthe

CentralLandofReedPlainsappearthrou .ghhiswindowinTユngoasbut

athin,unrcalsemblanceofthepleasantandbountifhlTbkoyocalledthe

Dragon'sPalace～UnlikeSukunabikona,whowasabletoreturnto

Tbk:oyo,Urashimacouldnot,andencounteredhisdeathintheCentral

LandofReedPlains.Nevertheless,fbrbothfigures,theCcntralLandof
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ReedPlainsprobablypossessedthccharacterofaremotecopyofits

original,Tbkoyo.ItisalsonotablethatinrelationtofaroffTbkoyo・the

godandthefishermanbothtooktheJapaneseseashoreasthestageof

departurcandarrival.

Thro亡ghconsideringSukunabikonaandUrashima,Ihavctriedto

bringintorclieftheperspcctiveofsecingthcCentralLandofReed

Plainsf士omthestanceofTbkoyo.IwonderifthisoutlookdidnotfUlfill

theroleofacompassfbrtheearlyJapanese,providingoricntationdeep

intheirhearts.Gradually;however,theperceptionsand色elingsofthe

ancientswholivedbythisperspectivewerefbrgotten,fbranewpointof

viewcametobeestablished,oneinwhichSukunabikonawasviewedasa

visitinggodwhocamecrossingthewavesofthesea,andinwhich

Urashimawasregardedasawanderingandunluckyretu.rnee.This

stanceofseeingTbkoyof士omtheCentralLandofReedPlainsgradually

gaineddominance.Itwasprobablyinthiswaythatthcdualisticconcept

oflookingtowardtheotherworldf士omthisworldwasnrstbornand

devclopedamongthoselivingintheCentralL3ndofReedPlains.

Here,weRndaradicalinversionofperspectives.Moreovcr,this

inversionbroughtaboutafhndamentalreorganizationwithregardto

culturc,onethatgavebirthtoawayofgraspingthisworldandthcothcr

worldthroughthetemporalphenomenonofthealternationoflifとand

death.InplaceoftheviewinwhichtheCentralLandofReedPlainsand

Tbkoyowereregardedasofequalnaturewithinthespaceofthecosmos,

thereappearedaconsciousnessofthemasseparateandqualitatively

distinct.

Theculturalreorganizationarisingfromthisinversionin

perspectivebecameanirresistiblewave.Ofcourse,thepointofviewof

theoriginalmodel,visibleinSukunabikonaandUrashima,wasnot

completelylost.Itisnoteasytodisccrnitsslenderflow,hiddcnlike

undergroundwatcrinthedepthsofhistory;nevertheless,weknow,fbr

example,thatasensibilitγharboringsuchaperspectivehasbeen

transmittedcontinuouslアinthetraditionsoftheAinuandofOkinawa.

IntheunivcrseoftheAinuthereexisttheworldsofthegodsandofthe

af辷erlifセ,possessingastructureandscopesimil2rtoourownvisible
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world.Thcworldofthegodsdoesnotmanifヒstitselftooursight,butis

concealedinthcbackgroundofthcuniverse,equivalentinnaturetoour

visibleworld.'Similarly;intheRyukyuIslandsthecultoftheother

worldknownasNiraikanaihaslongexisted.Theperspectiveoflooking

to"thesacredotherworld"f}omthisprescntworldisnotabsent,butin

thc丘gureofthegodwhovisitsf}omNiraikanai,thememoryofthe

cxperiencesofSukunabikonaandUrashimaclearlylingers.Moreover,in

theimagesofbothNiraikanaiand穴R)koyo,thegrimnotionofdeathhas

notprolifヒrated.Thisspecialcharacteristicgivesrisetoacommon

prospectthatunitesthetwo.2

WhentheoutlookofSukunabikonaandUrashimahadreceded,

andinitsplaccthestanceofpeopledwellingintheCentralLandof

ReedPlainshadbecnfirmlyestablished,theworldthatopenedfbrth

f}omthemarginsoftheCentralLandsuddenlybegantobecoloredby

imagesofde且lementandthefヒarofdeath.Theshi丘inperspectivedrove

awedgebetweenthisworldandtheotherworld,andactedtoweldto

theworldinwhichSu.kunabikonaandUrashimahadresidedasphereof

ahorriblepast・Inotherwords,theL即dofYbmi黄 泉(Landofthe

Dead)wasbornasaconcept.Itwヨsbythisprocessthattheevergreen

andsunlitTbkoy・ocametobc.cncroacheduponbyY)mi,whichwas

shroudedindarknessandpollution.Thetriple-laγeredworldthat

infbrmstherecordcdmアthologyofJapan-withthcPlainofHigh

Heaven(Takamanohara高 天 原),theCcntr31LandofReedPlains,and

LandofY6miasupper,middle,andlowerstrata_camctobe

established.

Thefbrmationofthisverticalthree-laアeredmγthologicalworld

picturehasbeendiscussedbγSaig6Nobutsuna西 郷 信 綱.3Accordingto

Saig6,thePlainofHighHeavenwasthcheavenlyotherworldthat

sustainedandlegitimizedthcsystemofroyalpowerinJapan.By

contrast,theCentralLandofReedPlainswasthefieldofdailylifとon

earth,includingYamato大 和andIzumo出 雲.:Finally;aboutthemargins

oftheterrestrialworldspreadYbmi,whichwaspollutedbyunsightliness

anddefilement.ThcCentralLandofReedPlainswas,therefbre,not

simplythcobjectivcworldofnature,butalsotheenvironmentofthe
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dailylivesoftheancientpeople.Themythologicalstratificationofthis

spaceofdailylifヒresu.ltedinthetripartite,vertically-layeredworld

picture.Whenthisthree-layeredworldisgraspedhorizontallyinstead,a

terrestrialcosmicaxisisfbrmedconsistingoftheregionsofIse伊 勢

(heaven),Yamato(earth),andIzumo.TheCentralLandofReedPlains

underwentapolarizationintotheterrestrialandthesubterranean,and

thesacrcdgroundofIse,asanantipodefbrmedbyautopiaintheeast,

cametobevisualizedassimilartothePlainofHighHeaven.InSaig6's

eyes,theworldof」 晦 膨 古 事 記(RecordofAncientMatters)was

infbrmedbytheintersectionoftheseverticalandhorizontalaxes,with

YamatoasitscenteLIzumoandYbmi,then,weredeeplydefiledby

death,andassymbolsofpollution且ndunsightlinessfunctionedas

deCiSiVeCOOrdinateS.

An・bjectiont・thisviewhasbeenraisedbyMasudaKatsumi益 田

勝 実,.whohaspointcdoutthatSaig6'sthinkingreflectsonlythe

perspectiveoftheYamatocourt,andnotnecessarilytheconceptionofall

ancientpeople.41ntheconceptionofahorizontalcosmicaxis,thenotion

ofIzumoas310caleadjoiningthelandofthcdeadaroseonlywhcnit

wλsassumedthatYamatowasthefbcalpointofauthority;butwhenthe

perspectiveofIzumowastakenascentral,theworldsurelγappeared

dif麁rentlメMasudasoughtfbrevidenceofthisintheideaof"Ybmotsu

kuni黄 泉 国"(anotherpronunciationofthenameYbmi)・Heasks

whethertherewerenot,inancientIzumo,anumberoflandscalled

Ybmotsudistributedinvariousdirectionsradiatingoutf}omtheccnteL

Forexample,thepoliticalcentcrofancientIzumowastheareawherethe

statebureaus(々o舷 μ 国 衙)werelocatcdinthcOu-gun意 宇 郡district・
.

UndcrgroundtotheeastandsoutheastwasaYbmotsuthathadMt.

Hiba比 婆andtheslopeofIfhya伊 貝武夜asitscntrance・Similarly;tothe

northwest,beneaththeHokkaigancoastoftheShimanepeninsula,laya

YbmotsuwithYbminoanaasentrance.

WeseethatwhileSaig6'sdiscussionofcosmicspaceisbasedona

purelymアthologicalmodel,Masudゴsdiffヒrsinthatitisconceivedon

thefbundationoftheactualclimateandtopography5basedonsuch

documentsas血 〃〃20ηo加 〃ゴル ゐ 廐 出 雲 国 風 土 記.Inaddition,Masuda
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conjecturesthatinancientIzumo,theundergroundregionsofperipheral

areastotheeast,southeast,northeast,andnorthwestofthecenterwere

regardedas免rminglandsknownas恥motsuorYbmi.Theterrestrial

worldoflivingpeoplewastakenastheccnter,andbcncathsurrounding

areas,knownasthc"landsinthefburdirections(γo〃zo四 方),"there

existedconceptuallyth.eworldinhabitedbythespiritsofthcdead.In

otherwords,Ybmotsuas%micorrespondedwithYbmotsuasthe"lands

inthefburdirections."

ThediffとrencebetweenSaig6,whoadoptsanupper-lowervertical

axis丘)rthcCentralLandofReedPlainsandYbmi,andMasuda,who

adoptsahorizontal(fburdirectional)axis飴rthesamestructure,turns

onwhetherthepointoforiginoftheworldpictureisplacedatYamato

oratIzumo.Itmustbenoted,ofcourse,thatinthecascofMasuda,thc

conceptionofan"underground"worldisnotentirelylacking,丑)rhe

states,regardingtheLevelPλssofYbmotsu(Ybmotsuhirasaka)asthe

boundarγbetweenthepresentworldandtheothcrworld,thatinthe

thinkingoftheperiod,Y)motsuwasofhigherelevationinrelationto

theworldofhumanbeings;hencc,thcrewasanimagcofthe

undergroundwithinmountainsmovingdowntotheterrestrialsurface.
"M
ovingdownfromtheundergroundwithinmountainstothe

terrestrialsurface"holdsaconceptualtwist,butitconfbrmswiththe.

naturallandscapeandthusdirectlγexpressesthenatureof『Ybmotsuas

thelandsinthefburdircctions.ThccharacterofY)motsuisgrasped

throughasupcrimpositiononthenaturallandscλpeofabasinarea.

Further,thereisfhndamentallynodif琵renccwith出etopographical

situationsofthelatercapitalsofHeij6-ky6平 城 京andHeian-kア6平 安 京,

orwiththesacredsiteofMt・K6ya高 野,centeredinreposewithina

landscapeofeightlotuspet』s.Itmaybesaidthatvillagesdottingthe

entireJapanesearchipelagoaretopographicallγsimilar,andthatinsomc

cascs,craterlakesandothernatu.ralgcographical麁aturesalsomanifヒst

thesamelandscape.51tisnotimpossibletoassertthat`IAkitsushima

Yamato秋 津 洲 や ま と"asawholeissurroundedbysucha"basinareゴ

landscape.Thismaybethereasonfbfthefbrmationoftheparadoxical

imageof"movingdownf}omtheundergroundofperipheralareastothe



36 THED畆THoFGoDsANDTHEANcIENTWoRLDvIEw

surface."

Saig6'sperspectiveunfblds``macrocosmically"withtheCentral

LandofRcedPlains(equatcdwithYamato)ascenter,whilebycontrast

MasudaplaccsbothIzumoandYamatoequallyintheHeldofvision,

bringingthemtoconvergebyviewingeachasamicrocosm.The

macrocosmicviewfbcusesonananalysisofthestructureofthemyth

itsel£whilethemicrocosmicviewincludesattentiontothenatural

landscape.Thclatterperspectivcisoftenappliedtocaveortunnel-style

@々04η4∫ ん 窺 横 穴 式)burialm6unds,whichhavebeenregardedas

providingmaterialevidenceoftheviewofanundergroundYbmiamong

theancientpeoplc.Ithasbeenproposcd,fbrcxamplc,thatthetalcofthe

nightofIzanagi,whovisitedhiswifヒIzanamiinYbmi,reflectsthe

stru.ctureofthetunnel-styleinterioroftheburialmound.6

Whileitisreasonabletoconsiderthestructureofthetunnel-style

burialmoundinrelationtotheritesofdeathwidelyseeninthemyths,

wemustaskwhetherthemoundsoftheancientperiodfbrmeda
"d
omainofthedead"accordingtoasingledcterminedpattern.Wasa
"d
omainofthedead"orヨworldasnecropolisbornaccordingto

dif驚rentrulesf}omthe"domainoftheliving"～Ifthatisthecase,what

sortofdcpictionwasthenecropolisgiven～

Asmentionedbefbre,aslongasthatperspectiveremainedvitalin

whichtheCentralLandofReedPlainswasviewedf}omTbkoyo,there

wasparitybetweenthetwo.AlthoughtheCentralLandwasnewlγ

created,fbrSukunabikonaitwasalsoacopyormirrorimageofhisown

homeland.WhenthisnewlandofReedPlainswasborn,however,it

begantoassertitsownidcntitybydisplacingtheimageofTbkoyointo

themarginaldist且nce.Whatmadcthispossiblewasthestructureofthe

mythofthePlainofHighHeavenandofthetaleofthedescentofthe

offΦringofthegods.Stillatthistime,however,玉)koyoshonewiththe

a丘erimageofautopia.Evenastheimmcdiacyofitsexistencefadedin

theinversionofpcrspectivc,itwasstillaworldofdelightthatdrcwthe

heartsoflivingpeople.Thatworldofbliss,however,graduallybeganto

bcshadowedbypollutionandmisfbrtunc,fbrbylimitingthe"world"to

thepresent,peoplecametobeacutelyconsciousofdeath.Inplaceofthe



THED甌THoFGoDsANDTHEANcIENTWoRLDvIEw 37

visionofTbkoyo'sabundance,thegloomyimageofYbmigraduallγ

emerged.Thoughtheconceptofdeathbecamenxed,thelandofdcath

waskeptdistantinmarginalregionsortheunderground.Anirreversiblc

du&lismoflifヒanddeathwasestablished.ItwasatthistimethatYbmi

becameanobjecttobeshunncdasanimperfとctcopγoftheCentral

Land.InthiswaythenecropolisofJapanwasborn.Herewcfind

reflectedtheprocessbywhichtheutopianTDkoyounderwenta

metamorphosisintothenecropolisofYbrni・

Concretely;whatkindofrealmwasY)miasanecropolis,andwhat

sortofstructuredidithave～Orrather,weshouldfirstaskwhetheritwas

receptivetobcinggiventhecharacterofanecropolis.Needlesstosa)4

theseissuesarehighlysigni丘cantinthefbrmationoftheworldvicwof

theancicntpeople.Thcestablishmentoftheconceptofdcathbecamea

turningpointatwhichaclearoutlinewasimpressedontheinterrelated

imaggsofthestatcandtheuniverse."Death"maybesaidtobethealpha

andomegafbrdccipheringthecharacterofthepictureoftheworldin

thcancientperiod.

IntheancientcitiesofGreece,thcacropolisandnecropoliswere

長)rmedaccordingtoageometricplaninwhichtheγwerestrictlγ

dividcd.`iAcropolis"signi盒edthchillorcitadelthatmarkedthecenterof

thecitγorpolis.There,ahallwaserectedinwhichtheprotector-godsof

thecitywereenshrined;theParthenonofAthensisanexamplc.In

militaryterms,itwastheprimarybasc,andgraduallybecamethe

rcligiousandspiritualcenter.Bycontrast,thenecropolisoriginally

refとrredtotheburialgroundorcommunalgravesiteoftheancientcity;

andliterallymeantthe"districtofthedead"orthe"cityofdeath."Inthe

ancientcitiesofGreeceandRomeandintheareasinfluencedbythem,

itwasplacedoutsidethecityandextendedalongtheroadsleadingf}om

thegatesofthecitγwalls.Incontrasttotheacropolis,whichwasa

symboloftherealmoflifヒthatmarkedtheheartoftheancientcity;the

necropoliswasthesymboloftherealmofdeaththatwaslocatedinthc

externalmargins.Thesetwosymbolsexpresscdqualitativelydistinct

spacesthatlayinconf}ontationandrivalryonthetwosidesofthecity

wallS.
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LetusalsoconsiderthecaseofEgypt.Thebes,whichdevelopedas

amalorcityalongtheupperreachesoftheNileintheperiodofthe

ancientEgyptianpharaohs,isconspicuousfbritsorderlydivisionofthe

sphereofthecityononesideoftheNileandtheburialgroundorsphere

ofthedeadontheothcr.TheeasternbankoftheNilewasthecoreof

thecity;fbrmedofthcpalace,hallofthegods,ofRcesofthestate,and

residencesofthecitizens.Theoppositewesternbankwasthecityofthe

dead,madeupoftheroyaltombs,thehallfbrroyalfUner』s,andthe

gravesofthearistocracy;RegardingtheancientEgyptiancourt,thc

ancientperiodofthekingsisrepresentedbythepyramidsorroyal

tombs,andbγcontrast,inthelaterperiodofkings,cavetombs(fbr

example,thevalleyofroyalresidences)likethoseofThebeswerebuilt,

andthepyramid-typetombswereabandoned.Itisimpossibleto

summarizesimplythechangesandvicissitudesinthefbrmofthe"land

ofthcdead"intheancientEgyptiancourtperiod.WeshouldreHect

oncemore,however,thatThebesinthclatterroyalperiodconstructed

thenecropolisandacropolisseparatelyonoppositebanksoftheNile

River.ThcNileRiver,asakindofdividcfhnctioningasacosmicaxis,

providedsymbolicmeaninginthecreationoftheancientworldpicture.

TheviewoftheNileRiverasabou.ndarアlinebetweenthesphereofli麁

andthesphereofdeathharborsaconceptionofthe"world"asdivided

intotheeasternandwesternbanksofagreatriver.Thisconceptionof

eastandwestintermsofakindofsacredaxisisprobablアbasedonfaith

inthesungodRa.ThegodRa,whorisesf}omtheeasternbankandsets

onthewesternbank,wasasymbolofeternalli麁thatjourneyswithouta

moment'srestaroundtheworldofli色anddeath.

Aswehaveseen,inthecity-statesofancientGreecc,thatwhich

dividcsthelandofthedead丘omthelandofthelivingisthecitゾswall,

whichsurroundsandprotectsit,butintheancientEgyptiankingdom,it

wasthegreatNileRiverthatranf}omsouthtonorththroughthevast

desert."Wall"and"river"負1nctionedintheconsciousnessascosmic

codesthat,throughthemediumofdeath,highlightedthedeepstructure

oftheworld.What飴rmdidthissγmboliccodeofpartitiontakein

ancientJapanesesociety～
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ThetumulusperiodinJapanisgenerallyconsideredtoextendf}om

theendofthethirdcenturytotheseventhcenturyとGeographically;its

centerwastheKinkiregion,anditreachcdf}omnorthcrnKyushutothe

Kant6arca.Therearemanystagesofdevelopment,f}omsmall,wcak

moundstohrgcones,anddif琵rencesmayalsobeseenintheirshape

andcharacteLIngeneral,thechangesinthemoundsreHectchangesin

theconceptionofthenecropolisintheancientperiodofJapan.Further,

thespreadandvicissitudesofmoundarchitectureareimportant

indicationsoftheprosperitγanddeclineofancicntroyalauthority:This

isbecausethefbrmationofthenecropolisservedasasubstantialnegative

imagethatdisclosedtheexistenceoftheacropolis.JustasEgyptand

Chinawerestatesthatconstructedmagni6centnecropoliscs,ancient

Japanalsobuilthugestructuressuchasthesquare-frontround-back

keyholemoundsthatpromisedinterchangewiththeworldofdeath.In

thatthecosmologyoriginatingheredroveanirreversiblewedgebetween

lifヒanddeath,thereisnodiffヒrencef}omthecasesofChinaandEgypt.

Ifwetakeabird's-eyeviewofthemoundsthatdottheplainof

Yamato且ndthebasinofNara,wenoticethattheyspreadoutinthehills

thatsurroundtheNarabasin.Ofcourse,thcrcaresomehillswithinthe

basinalso.Mostofthemounds,however,tendtobeinthemountains,

atthebasesofmountains,orinthghillssurroundingthelcvelplainin

alldirections.7FromthenorthernareaoftheNarabasin,theyrange丘rst

仕omtheSaki佐 紀hillstothebaseofmountainsalongtheeasternside,

thenfめmtheareaofMt.Tbrimi鳥 見inthesoutheasttheysurroundthc

hillsofAsuka飛 鳥andOchi越 智andextendtotheeasternbaseofMt.

Kazuraki葛 城.ThcnpassingtheUmami馬 見hills,theyextendtoMt.

Ikoma生 駒.Thislandscapepresentsthenecropolisasanencirclingnet

aroundtheYamatoplainandNarabasin.Theridgeoffbothillsandhills

丘)rmingthisencirclingnetistheboundaryseparatingtherealmofthe

deadf}omtherealmoftheliving.Iftheboundaryinthepolisofancient

Greecewasthecitywall,andinthecitiesofancientEgypt,thegreat

river,theninJapanitwasanothernaturalfとature,thepromincnceofthe

surroundingridgelineofmountains.Earlier,Irefdrcdtothetheoryof

MasudathatinancientIzumo,Ybmiwasconceivedas"thelandsinthe
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長)urdirections."Thisarrangementmaybcapplieddirectlytothe

Yamatoregionalso.Moreover,inthatthe"landsinthcfburdirections"

areatahigherelevationthanthecentralplainarea,itmustbenotedthat

theestablishmentofthcimagethatMasudaspeaksofas"descending

倉omtheundergroundinthemountainstotheterrestrialsurface"wasa

naturaldevelopment.

Ofcourse,eventhoughitisundeniablethatthepresentl)zextant

moundsarcscatteredclosetotheridgclineofmountainsandaboutthe

fヒ)othillsandbases,itisnotnecessarilypossibletoassertthatthis

distributionrcpresentsasingle,clearlyfbrmedrule.Later,asthemounds

movedoutsidetheNarabasin,theirlandscapenolongerdescribedalinc

ofmountainsandfbothills.Forcxample,themoundsofQjin応 神and

Nintoku仁 徳whichwercbuiltinKawachi河 内,nolongerparticipate

inacosmologythattakesmountainsandhillsasasacredaxisofdeathin

contrasttothecenter.Further,whenwetakeintoconsidcrationthe

diversityinthedirectionalorientationsoftheindividualmounds

themselvesandthediversityintheirsizes,itisdifficulttodiscernany

confbrmitytosetrulcs.Rather,themounds(domainsofde&th)have

bequeathedtolateragestheirruinscoveredoverbyanopaquc

membranc.

Dotheseruins,intheirintcriors,yetharborsecrets～Inorderto

investigatethis,wemustfirstleavebehindtheworldofmaterialrcmains

andturntotheworldofmythologicalrecords.Bγshi丘ingourlineof

visionf}omthecodeofthingstothccodeofconcepts,and,ifwemay

usetheexpression,f丗omthecodeofhistorytothecodeofmythology;let

ustrytointerpretwhatthe叩hshavetosaytous.Whenwedoso,

howdoesthehumanlandscapeofacropolisandnecropolisdividedby

m・untainsapPear～

2.FromGodsWhoConcealThemselvestoGodsWhoareMourned

Theprocessbywhichthegodsgraduallychangedintohumanbeingsis

narratedinvariousfbrmsinthemythsrecordedin陶 ゴ窺 古 事 記and

八励oη ∫加 廐 日 本 書 紀.Thisprocessoftrans飴rmationimpliesabasic
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changeintheworldviewitselfInparticu.lar,thepointatwhichthegods

cometorecognizcandsubmitto"death"isepochalinsigniGcance.It

correspondstothcdisapPearance,discussedearlier,ofthcperspectiveof

Sukunabikona,whoviewstheCentralLandofReedPlainsf}omdistant

Tbkoγo.Thatis,thctransf～)rmationf}omgodtohumanbeingwasdra-

maticallyenactedthroughthatinversioninperspective.Below,Iw五ll

clari取thetracesofthistransfbrmationofthegodsbycloselyexamining

thcdeities'movementsasdescribedintheworldofmyths.

ノζ〃戸々;opensbyrecordingthecreationof丘vespecialheavenlygods

(々o吻 〃24翩 々4〃2;別 天 つ 神),beginningwithAmenominakanushi,andof

thefbllowingscvengenerationsoftheAgeoftheGods.Theemergence

anddepartureofthcHrstscvengods-the丘vespccialheavenlygodsand

thefbllowingtwodeities,KunitokotachiandTbアoku.mo_aredescribed

usingacommonexpression.Theyeach"become[presentas]asingle

divinityandthenconcealthemselves."8"Singlegod"(乃 勿 万翅 〃2ガ独 神)

meansthattheγdonotdependontheaidofaspouse,and"concealing

oncself"(々`z々z4ア87z4隠 れ る)meanstoremoveone's島rm,thatis,to

vanish.Thisexpressionisnotusedwithregardtothegodswhoappear

onthestageofthemアthologicalworldλndthendeparta丘erthesefirst

seven.Infact,thereisnootherexampleinwhichagod'scominginto

existenccandvanishingareexpressedtogetherinthesamephrase.With

regardtoノ 吻 珈,itissolelyconcerningthefirstsevengodswhoappearat

thebeginningofthcAgeofthcGodsthattheiremergenceintheworld

anddepartureisrecordedinthiswayと

Doesthisexpressionmeanthatthefirstsevengodsappearedand

afヒeratimedied～Apparentlynot.Settingasidequestionsregardingtheir

emergence,weseeth2tthegods'"concealingthemselves"meantliterally

thattheyvanishedf}omsightanddidnotimplythattheirexistence

endedindeath.Evcnifthesegodsconcealedthemselvesinaninvisible

realm,theirexistenccwasnotsuchthattheyunderwentdeath.

Itshouldbenotedherethatinゆ ガ ゴ々andノ 〉ゴ'らoη∫乃o々ガ,``concealing

oneself"isalsousedwiththesenseofthegods'confinementor

withdrawal.WhcnSusanoocommitteddisruptiveactsonthePlainof

HighHeaven(Takamanohara高 天 原),AmaterasuenteredtheHeavenly
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RockCaveDoor(4〃26ηo勿 毋4勿 天 の 岩 屋 戸)andstated:"Havingshut

myselfin(々o〃zo万 隠 り),Ithou.ghtthePlainofHeavenwouldbedark,

andthattheCentralLandoftheReedPlainswouldbecompletely

dark"gBccauseAmatcrasu,thesungoddess,haslitcrallycon丘nedherself

inacaveofheaven,theworldiswrappedindarkness.Itisclear,

however,thathidingherselftemporarilydoesnotmeanshehasdicd,and

a丘erward,thegoddessonceagaindisplaysherfbrminthePlaihof

Heaven.Thefirstsevengodsmentionedbefbrealso,likeAmaterasu,

concealthcmselvesinahiddenplaceonlytemporarilyandmayrcappe訊r

whenevernecessaryl

WeencounterasimilarexpressioninthestoryofOkuninushi's

surrcnderoftheCentral:LandofthcRecdPlainstothedesccndantsof

Amaterasu.WhenAmaterasuscntanenvoytoOkuninushi(Mastcrof

theGreatLand)andhissonsurgingthemtorelinquishdominionofthe

CentralLand,oneson,Kotoshironush孟,turningtohisfhther,statedthat

hewouldaccordwiththecommand,anddisappeared.陶 謝records:

Hespoketohis魚therthegreatgod,saying:"With色ar佃

reverenceletuspresentthislandtotheo臨pringofthe

heavenlydeities."Thenhestampedhisfとetandoverturncdthc

boat;andbyclappinghishandswithaheavenlyreverse

clapping,hetransfbrmeditintoagreentwigfヒnce,and

concealedhimsel£10

Kotoshironushi,vowingsubmissiontotheheavenlγgods,

"
conceals"himsclfwithinafヒnceofgreenbamboobranches.This

means,ofcourse,thathewithdrawsbehindthefヒnce,notthathedies.

AnotherofthesonsofOkuninushi,Takeminakata,atlengthlike

Kotoshironushiagreestorelinquishtheland.Finally～inagestureof

acquiescence,Okuninushipronounceshis丘naldecisiontothcenvoy:

Only;ifyouwillworshipme,maldngmydwelling-placelike

theplentifUlheavenlγdwellingwhererulestheheavenlγsun-

lineageoftheof琵pringoftheheavenlydeities,firmlyrooting
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thepostsofthepalaceinthebedrockbelow,andraisinghigh

thecrossbeamsuntotheHighPlainofHeavenitsel£thenIwill

concealmγselfandwait[uponyou]intheless-than-one-

hundredeight)厂road-bcndings.ll

"L
ess-than-one-hundred"(〃zo叨o魏 耀 馴 百 足 ら ず)isanepithetfbr

"
eighty;"whichsignifiesalargenumbeL"Road-bendings"(々 〃〃24漉 堀 手)

hereindicatesaplacewithmanybends.Hence,thegodwillconceal

himselfinaplacebeyondmanywindings.

Boththe"greentwigfヒncc"behindwhichKotoshironushi

withdrewandthe"eightybends"beアondwhichOkuninushiconce且led

himselfsuggestafhnerarygroundora丘erworld.Infact,the"eighty

bends"areofヒeninterpretedasindi(:atingasubterranean``root-land"or

"bott
om-land"(耀 〃o々 〃加,∫o々oな 〃 舷 加 根 の 国,底 つ 国).Neverthelcss,

``toconc
caloneself"here,justasinthecaseofthesevengodsinthe

openingPassagesofノ ζaガ'そ∫orofArnaterasuhidinginacaveofheaven,

doesnotsignif～ ・thedeathofthegod.

Itisclear丘omtheabovethatwhenthefirstsevengods,andother

godssuchasArnaterasuandOkuninushiandhissons,withdrewf}om

thestageofactionnarratedinthemyths,thisdcparturetookthcfbrm.of

selfconcealm叩t(o砂 η 隠 身)f}eeofanynotionofdeath.Notonlywas

thereabsenceofallhint6fdcath,butcvenofresurrectiona丘erdeath .

Theconceptthatthegodsneverdiedbutmerelyhidthemselvesappears

secure.

In魚ct,thethemeofthegods'self=concealmentper>adestheentire

openingvolumeof砺 ノ々 4butparadoxically;theworldoftheheavenly

godsdidnotremaincharacterizedbythisprinciplctotheend.Amotif

inconsistentwiththethemeofself」concealmentisalsopresent ,

appearing,fbrcxample,inthescenedescribingtheendofthegoddess

Izanami.Izanamigavebirthtothegodof臼re,Hinokagutsuchi,andthen
"di
vinelydepartedf}om"(々4〃2〃 ∫47/oz〃4∫〃 廐 神 避 り坐 し き)thisworld.

砌 謝states:"Then[Izanagi]buriedthedepartedIzanaminoKamion

Mt.Hiba,theborderbetweenthelandofIzumoandthclandofHahaki

[H6ki伯 伎]."12ThisscntenceindicatesthatIzanamiwasburicdata
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boundaryintheSan'indistrict.Clearlyinthebackgroundofthis
"b
ur玉al"liestheactualpracticeoftheburialofrcmains,fbrtheaccount

continueswithmentionofYbmiandofIzanagi'svisittothercalmofthe

dead.Thisstoryisanarrativedevelopmentthatturnsontheactual

decompositionofremainsa丘crburia1.Inthissense,Izanami'sdeparture

doesnottakethefbrmofthegods'concealmcnt,butrepresentsthe

returningtoearthofthchumancorpse.

Iftheunderlyingmotifofthegods'emergenceandwithdrawalin

飾 ヅ瑜liesin"comingintoexistence"and"concealingonesel£"the

narrativeofIzanami'sburialandherspouse'svisittoYbmimayappearto

beaninterpolationorinscrtionofanomalousmaterial.Weseemto丘nd

imprintedintheorderlyexistenceofthegodstherudetracksofhuman

lifと.

A丘erwards,however,Izanagi,whobarelyreturnsf}omYbmialive,

eventuallywithdrawsinthefbrmermannerofgods.Upon .emerging

f}omYbmi,heperfbrmspurification(痂 ∫響0禊)onariverbank,inthc

processofwhichgodsarebornoneaf辷eranother,anda丘erexpellingone

ofhischildren,Susanoo,heleavesthestage.In砺 癖,hevanishesf}om

befbreusinaccordwiththemanneroftheancestralgods:

ThenIzanagino6mikami,greatlγenraged,said:"Inthatcase・

youmaynotliveinthisland!"Thus[saying],heexpellcdhim

withadivineexpulsion.ThisIzanaginoOkamiisatTaga多 賀

inOmi淡 海.13

Thecloseofthispassage,innarratingtheendofIzanλgi,speaksof

thegodasbeingattheTagashrineinOmiprovince.Here,thephrasc

"
concealoneself"isnotused,butsinceherea丘erIzanagivanishesf丗om

thcvisibleworld,hiswithdrawalfbllowsthepatternofgods'self=

concealment.Izanagi,unlikehisspouseIzanami,departedwiththe

statusofagod.Theword"is"伽4∫%坐 す)intheexpression,"Heisat

TagainOmi,"indicatesthis.

Thiscontrastbecomesalltheclearerwhcnwecomparctheabove

passagewiththecorrcspondingpassageinノ 霧加 η ∫乃o々ノ,whichstatesthat
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Izanamiisburiednotattheborderoflzumo3ndH6ki,butatArima有

馬villageatKumano熊 野inKii紀 伊province.:Further,itrecordsthat,

inordertoenshrinethespiritofthegod,flowerswereof琵redanda

bannerraised,andpeoplesanganddancedtotheaccompanimentof

drumsandflutes.Asin」 弼 グ癒,we丘ndadescriptionreflectingthe

丘meralritualsfbrhumanbcings.Despitethis,herhusbandIzanagilater

departs丘omtheworldincircumstancesdescribedasfbllows:

A丘erthis,IzanaginoMikoto,hisdivincworkalreadyHnished,

grewillinspirit.Withthis,heconstructedλ"hidden"shrine

(々4々z47r6〃 勿γ4幽 宮)inAwajiprovinceandquietlγandlong

concealedhimself14

Izanagi,a丘ercompletingtheworkofgivingbirthtothelandandto

anumberofgods,becomessickwith色veranddepartsf}omtheworld.

Atthattime,.hebuildsahiddenshrineintheprovinceofAwajiand

quietlyhides,actsthatsigni取self=concealmentaccordingtothemanner

ofthegods.Thecontrastherewiththedispositionofthcbodyofhis

spouseIzanamiisthesameastheaccountin晦 瑜Wesce丘omthis

thatIzanagiin、 ～%oη ∫乃o々ノdrewbreathinthesameworldasthegods

describedattheopeningof」 吻 漉 ゴ.

Inthecreationmアththatadornstheopeningofノ 丶励oη ∫乃o々彡,the

appearanceofsuchgodsasAmenominakanushi,Takamimusubi,and

Kunitokotachiisrecordedinexpressionssomewhatdiffとrent丘om

梅 謝.Wbrdssuchas"appear"(4ア ど叨4∫〃)"becomeagod"(加 跏 孟o槻 吻,
"b
ealone"(乃 勿 万 η〃 π),and"emergc"(η 副 一ゴ馴 吻areuscd.Inaddition,

thewords"concealoneself"(励o加 舷 ∫〃)donotfbllowasasetphrase,

asinthecaseof」 稔ゲノ廐Evenwhentheemergenceofagodisdcscribed,

thecircumstancesofdepartureareomitted.Thisisasigni盒cantpointof

divergencebetween飾 ゾ癒and.A%oη ∫乃o廐,butitdoesnotimplya

dif麁renceinthegeneraltoneunderlγingtheemergenceandwithdrawal

ofthegodsinthetwoworks,fbr-A励oη ∫加 窺likewisemakesnomention

of``death"regardingthefirstheavenlygods,andjustasinゆ タ彡々 ゴ,apart

丘omtheexampleofIzanami,no"血neral"ofagodisdiscusscd.Wesec,
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then,thatregardingthemannerofemergenceanddepartureofthegods,

thereisnoinconsistencybetweenノ 〉訪oη ∫乃o・そゴand」 磁1ブゴ々 ゴ.

Inハ 励o〃 ∫加 ゴ々,Amaterasu,whohidesinarockcaveofheaven,is

(lescribedas"confining"herself(々o〃207勿z4∫ ん η〃 幽 り居 しぬ)inthecavc

(伽4加 磐 戸)."Confining"(々o〃20万 幽 り)hereissimilarto"々o叨o万 隠 り"

in砌 珈.Inthesameway;Okuninushi(orOnamuchi),uponhanding

overtheCentralLandtodescendantsoftheheavenlygods,issaidto

withdraw(々4々z〃8〃4〃2z4巨 慧去 れ な む)toYasokumade八 十 隈 手andto

depart(〃24々 〃 加4∫ ん 〃μ 隠 り ま しぬ).Regardingthedivinelineagcof

Izanagi,Amaterasu,andOnamuchi,thenarrativein八 励o〃 ∫乃o ゴ々handles

thedisappearanceofthegodsinexactlythesamewayas陶 謝,basedon

their"self二concealment"(々4々 μ解7〃 隠 れ る).

Thus,themannerofbirthanddepartureofthegodsisthesamein

ゆ ガ々ねnd八%oη ∫乃o々∫.Itwasanimportantthreadinweavingtheworld

ofJapanesemアthologyJtisimpossiblctodoubtthepresenceofthis

underlyingmotifinthepictureoftheworld.Thequestion,thcn,is

whetherthisthreadcontinuedwithoutimpairmenttotheendofthe

mythologyrecordedinthetwoworks.Infact,thiswasnotthecase.

Thereappearedananomaloussymptomdiscordantwiththisunderlying

tone.Anadditionalthemecutsacrossthesinglethread,andtowardthe

closeofthemythologicalnarrative,theregraduallyarisesameshof

crossthreads.Thisisachangedtonethatbespeaksachangeinthe

pictureoftheworlditself:

A丘ertheadventofthedescendantsoftheheavenlygods,thcgod

HononinigihaschildrenwithKonohanasakuγahime;thisleadstothe

storiesofUmihik:o海 彦andYamahiko山 彦.Here,themアthsturn

towardagrandconcIusion.WhenwelookcloselyoncemoreattheHnal

scenesofthegods,wefindthattheynolongerfbllowthemannerofthe

gods'concealment.Rather,indescriptionsb3sedonhum3npractices,we

findthatthegodsareburiedingraves.Accordingto八%o〃 ∫乃o勉,

Hononinigi,adescendantoftheheavenlアgods,a丘ergivingbirthto

Honosusori,Hikohohodemi,andHonoakari,departsf}omthcworldin

thefbllowingway:『A丘eralongwhile,Amatsuhikohikohononinigino

Mikoto天 津 彦 彦 火 瓊 瓊 杵 尊:passedawayandwasburiedinthemountain
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moundofEatHimukain聡ukushi筑 紫 日 向 可 愛."15

1nthesamewayHononinigi'schildHikohohodcmi,af℃ergiving

birthtoUgayafUkiaezu,wasburiedinthe"mountainmound"(∫4〃 τγδ 山

陵)of"TakaoatHimuka日 向 の 高 尾,"andlaterUgaアafhkiaezu,after

dyingat"Nishinokuni西 洲palace,"wasburiedina"moundona

mountai㎡'(∫4砂 δワ δ 山 上 陵)atAhiraofHimuka日 向 の 吾 平.Thesethrce

generationsofdescendantsofthefirstheavenlygods,intheend,were

buriedinmounds.Weseef}omthisthattheirdeathswcrenotpartof

thedramaofheaven,bu.tweremarkedbyearthlアritualsfbrthedead.

RegardingtheendsofthesethreegenerationsoftheofRpringofthe

heavenlygods,thenarrativein梅 珈dif驚rssomewhatinnuance,fbr

thedeathscenesofHononinigiandUg且yafhkiaezuarcomitted,leaving

uswithoutmaterialsfbrcomparisonintheircases.Concerningthedeath

ofHikohohodemi,however,陥 グ∫勉givesthefollowingpassage:

"Hik
ohohodeminoMikoto日 子 穂 穂 手 見 命dweltinthepalaceat

Takachiho高 千 穂fbrfivehundredeightyyears.Hismoundislocated

westofMt.Takachiho."161tisstatedherethatHikohohodemi,a丘er

livingfbrfivehundredeightyyears,wasburiedinamoundat

Takachiho.八%oη ∫加 ノ々givesMt.TakaoinHimukaasthemoundsite,

butregardingburialinamoundgraveafterdying,thetworecords

coincide.

Thepracticeofmoundburiala丘erdeathin伍ctispatternedonthe

ritualssurroundingtheendsofhistoricalemperorsfbmJinmu神 武on.

Here,letusnotetherelevantpassagesconcerningEmperorJinmu.

TheyearsofEmperorKamu-Yamato-Iwarebiko神 倭 伊 波 礼 毘 古

wereonchundredandthirty-seven.Histombistothenorthof

Mt.Uncbi畝 火,atoptheoakridge.17

Intheyear76,inspring,theeleventhdayofthethirdmonth,

theemperorpassedawayattheKashihara橿 原palace.Hewas

onehundredtwenty-sevenyearsof3ge.Inthefbllowingyear,

intheautumn,thetwelfthdayoftheninthmonth,hewas

buriedinamoundatthenortheastofMt.Unebi畝 傍18
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Weseeherethattherecordsofthedeathsofthethreegenerations

ofdescendantsofthchcavenlygodsarelargelアidenticalwiththosefbr

emperors.Thisispreciselywhatwewou.ldexpectwhenwerecallthat

Kamu-Yamato-lwarebiko(Jinmu)wasthechildofugayafUkiaezuand

Tamayorihime.Thethreegenerationsofoffヨpringoftheheavenlygods,

throughtheactofdescendingf}omhcaven,ef甃ctivelyactualizedthe

changefヒomgodtohumanbeing.

Whenwesurveγtheworldof``theAgeoftheGods"withinthe

f}ameworkof」 陥 ヴ痴and八%oη ∫乃o々∫,weareabletodistinguishthrcc

typesinthedepartureofthegodswhoappearthcre:self=concealment,as

seeninthethreecreatorgods;burial,asinthecλseofIzanami;and

burialinamoundaf㌃erdeath,aswiththethreegenerationsof

descendantsoftheheavenlygods.Theneedtodistinguishthecaseof

Izanamiasλsecondtypemightbedisputed,fbrwithregardtohcrburial

itselfonahillormountain,whetheratMt.Hibaaccordingto砌 謝or

ArimavillageinKumanoaccordingto八 励oη ∫乃o献thereisno

discrepancγwiththeburialofthedescendantsoftheheavenlygods.

Atthesametime,however,burialofremainsinspecially

constructedmoundsinthehillsstandsincontrasttotheimprecise

re艶rencetoMt.HibaandArimavillageinthecaseofIzanamiand

signi丘esacleardif琵rcnceinthcconceptionofthefUneral.Mound

constructioninthehillsimpliesthedeterminationofaspeci丘cburial

siteandpresupPosesperpetualritescenteredatthatplace・Inaddition,as

mentionedbefbre,whileIzanami'sdeathistreatedwithburial,herown

spouseIzanagidepartsf}omtheworldfbllowingthemannerofthegods'

sclf=concealment.ThelifとanddeathofIzanamimaytherefbrebesaidto

includeaspectsthatresonatewiththelifヒanddeparturcofIzanagi.

Considcringthis,Ih2vetakentheburialofIzanamiasamid-step

betweenthepatternofconcealmentandth盆tofmoundburial.

Theprocessoftransfbrmationf}omgodtohumanbe三ngin

Japanesemythologyishighlightedbytheissueofconcealmentversus

burial.Thegods,inconcealingthemselves,prcservedthepotentialfbr

activi卑butinpassingthroughthcstageofburialinagravemound,

thcycamcdccisivelytocncountertheirdeath.
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3.丁 丗ansfbrmationintheWbrldPicture:FromMountainsto

FieldsandPlains

Above,Ihavedelincatedathrecfbldtypologアofemergenceandwith-

drawalseenamongthegodsin」 吻 謝andハ 励o〃 ∫ん ゴ々.The丘rstofthese

types,whercwithdrawalsignifiesself=concealment,correspondstothe

perspectiveofSuku.nabikona,whoviewstheCentralLandoftheReed

Plainsf}omtheperspectivcofTbkoyo.Thepatternofthcactsof

Sukunabikona,whocomesandgoesbetweenthetwolands,confbrmsto

suchdivineappearanceanddeparture.Similarly;thethirdmannerof

deathcorrespondstothecosmologアinwhichtheCentralhndofthe

RcedPlainsisthecenteroftheworldandYbmiisthe"landinthefbur

directions"surroundingit.Theestablishmentofthisthirdtypeofdepar-

turewasgalvanizedbytheinversioninperspectivediscussedinthefirst

partofthischapter,andwasbornffomthepolarizationoftheacropolis

andnecropolis.Thesecondtアpeofdcparture,whichhasIzanagiand

Izanamiastheprincipalactors,maybeviewedasrepresentingamiddle

stagemediatingtheinversioninperspective.Thus,wemayhereamrm

theimportanceoftheissueoftheemergenceanddepartureofthegods

asanelementinthefbrmationofthepictureoftheworld .Theproblem

ofthegods'deathandburialfしmctionedasacatalystinthebirthofthe

imageoftheworld.

Intheprocessofthcgods'transfbrmationintohumanbeings ,

deathamongthcthreegenerationsofdescendantsoftheheavenlygods

wastreatednotwiththemotifofconcealmentbutintermsofhuman

fhneralprocedures.Wemustnoteherethatburialsiteswercalways

soughtinthehills.Hononinigiwasburiedin"themountainmoundof

E"atHimukλin恥u .kushi(一 く励oη ∫乃o々の,hischildHikohohodemiina

moundonMt.TakaoinHimuga(八%oη ∫乃o効,andhischild

UgayafUkiaezuinamoundonthemountainatAhirainHimuga(八 励oη

∫乃o効.Theremainsofthcthreegcnerationsofdescendantswereall

bu・riedinHimuga,bu.tKamu-Yamato-Iwarebiko(EmperorJinmu) ,the

childofthethird-generationdei卑Ugayafukiaezu,a丘ercompletinga

campaignintheeast,wasburiedatamoundinthenortheastofMt .
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Unebi.Thescenehadshif辷edtoYamato,andthereignsoftheemperors

hadbegun.

Itisnotablcthatjustasthenecropolisofthethreegenerationsof

desccndantsoftheheavenlygodswasineachcaseamountaingrave

moundinHimuga,sointhecaseoftheemperorsbcginningwithJinmu

itwasfbrthemostpartamountainmoundinY洫ato(particularlyMt.

unebi).Jinmuwasburied"tothenorthofMt・unebi,atoptheoak

ridge,"Annei安 寧onthesouthernpartofthemountain・atMihoto美 富

登,andItoku懿 徳at(literal甥"on")thevalleyofManago真 名 子 ・alsoin

thesouthernpartofthcmountain.Themoundofthesecondempcror

Suizei綏 靖wasonthehillT3ukidanooka衝 田 岡,locatedslightlyapart

丘or血thenorthernareaofMt.Unebi.

The臼 丘hcmperorK6sh6孝 昭wasburiedonMt・Hakata† 専 多in

W盛gami掖 上,andsuccessivel)ろK6an孝 安onthehillTamadenooka

玉 手 の 岡,K6rei孝 霊atUmasaka馬 坂atKataoka片 岡,K6gen孝 元on

themiddlehillat聡u.rugiike剣 池pond,andKaika開 化onthehill

羅 臘臨d欟 臨 奮1蓴離鼎lil脚 荒艘
cometothetenthemperorSujin崇 神,whosegravemoundwas

constructed"atthetopofahillatMagari勾ontheYamanobe山 辺

road,"wesensethesametendencyJnthecaseofthemoundofthe

twel丘hemperorKeik6景 行also,耐hichwas"abovetheYamanoberoad・"

weseeacontinuityl"Yamanoberoad"indicatesatrailalongtheborder

ofmountains.Literally;itmightindicateapathatthebaseofmountains

orinthehills,butwhencombinedwiththeexpression"atthetopofa

hill,"weseethatthereisaclearconceptionwithregardtotheprecincts

ofamountainmound.

Atthispoint,howeveろtheworldoftheserecordssuddenlyshowsa

significantchangeinthestructureofthenecropolis.Inaword,the

precinctsinwhichtheremainsofthcempcrorareburiedshifヒsf}om
"
mountains,""hills,"andthe"topsofslopes"to"fields"and"plains."

SignsofthischangcemergeinthecascoftheeleventhemperorSuinin垂 仁,

fbrwhcnhedied,hewasburiedon"theplainatSugawara菅 原."A

secondsignofchangeisfbundinthefinalsceneofYamatoTakeru日 本
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武 尊 ・whoapPearsinthepassageonEmperorKeik6.Tak:eru,returning

丘omcampaignsintheeast,diedinIse伊 勢provinccontheplainof

Nobo能 褒andwasburiedthere.Befbrclong,howcver,hetumedintoa

whitebirdandlef亡themound,flアingtowardYama⑳province .He

reachedthefieldsofKotodamahara琴 弾 原andthereanothermoundwas

bu.ilt.Oncemore,however,thewhitebirddeparted,flアingtoKawachi,

whereitlandedatthcvillageofFu.ruichi旧 市 邑.Here,athirdmound ,

Shimtori-ry6白 鳥 陵(whitebirdmound),wasmade.

First,themoundfbrSuininwasbuiltintheHeldsofSugahara

(Sugaplain),thenthewhitebirdmoundsofYamatoTakeruwerebuilt

inplains(〃o野)andfields(加 鰄 原),andBnallyatavillage(〃2〃 鯤 邑)in

Kawachi.TheimageofthenecropolismovedbeyondthβYamatoplain,

whichwassurroundedbymountainsandhi11s,andcxtendedintothe

regionofKawachi.InthescIf二containedbasinworld ,asharpHssurehad

opened,indicatingabreakinthecircularstructureoflifとanddeath .

Drawingonitsfinalpowers,thcwhitebirdintowhichthespiritof

YamatoTakeruwastrans{brmedflewacrossIseprovincetoYamato
,then

ontoKawachiprovince,thusdrivingasymbolicstakeintothestructure

ofthem>荏h・Afterthedeathofthe"whitebird,"chuai仲 哀 ,61in応 神,

andNintoku仁 徳,whosucceededtoimperialauthority ,camcto

constructtheirnecropolisesinthefieldsandplainsofKawachi .

ChOai,inthefirstmonthoftheeighthyearofhisreign ,ledan

armyintoT甜kush董topursueacampaigninKumaso熊 襲 ,butthe

丑)llowingyearhctooksickandabruptlydiedatKashihi橿 日palaccin

Tsuku.shi・EmpressJingα 神 功concealedhisdeathandmovedhis

remainsbyseatoAnato穴 門(Toyura-gun豊 浦 郡 ,Yamaguchi

prefヒcture).Th『re,asecretperiodofmourningwasobservedwithout

burial・fbracampaignagainstSi11a新 羅wasstillinprogress .Later,inthe

eleventhmonthofthesecondycarofEmprcssJing亘'sassumptionof

power,theemperor'sremainswereburiedinamoundatNagano長 野

(Nagafiel(is)inKawachiprovince.OjinalsowasburiedinKawachi,in

thehillsofEganoMofhshi恵 賀 の 裳 伏,andNintokuatMozuno

Mimiuehara毛 受 の 耳 上 原inIzumi和 泉.RichO履 中andHanzei反 正

wereburiedinthismoundatMozuno;Ingy6允 恭 ,likeCh血ai,was
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buriedinKawachiatEganoNagae長 枝,YUryaku雄 略inKawachiat

T司ihinoThkawashi多 治 比 の 高 鷯,andScinei清 寧atSakatoharary6坂 門

原 陵inKawachi.

Fromtheabovcexamples,wenotethatfbmCh且aion,mostofthe

moundsoftheemperorswerebuiltinKawachiandIzumi,andatthe

sametimethatthelocationswere且eldsandplains.Ofcourse,thereare

』soexceptions,suchasthemoundofOjin,whichwaslocatedonahill,

EganoMofUshi.AnotherisAnk6安 康,whowasburiedinthehillsof

SugaharanoFushimi菅 原 の 伏 見Thesetwoexamples,however,apPear

insigniHcantwhencompariedwiththeconcentrationofthem司orityof

moundlocationsinthe丘eldsofKawachiprovince.

Further,a丘erYOryaku(ThkawashipIain)andSeinei(Sakatoplain),

themoundsoftheemperorsKenz6顕 宗andBuretsu武 烈returnedto

hillsites,10catedatthehillofKataokanoIwatsuki片 岡 の 石 坏in

Yamato;thcburialplacesofKeitaiandAnkan,howcvcr,wereonceagain

movedtotheplainareareachingf}omKawachitoScttsu摂 津.On

reachingthereignsofBitatsu敏 達,Yδmei用 明,andSuiko推 古,Kawachi

noSh互naga川 内 の 科 長becamethecentralareafbrgravemounds.The

re卑ainsofPrinceSh6toku聖 徳wereburiedinthisareaofShinaga,and

a丘ertheTaika大 化Refbrm,K6toku孝 徳wasalsoburiedthere.

Above,wehaveseenthattheprecinctsofdeathoftheemperorsand

empressesinthem)花hsof砌 癒andハ 彦加 〃 ∫乃o々ノunderwentagraphic

change,movingf}omYamatotoKawachi(thentoIzumi).Thisindicates

ashi丘f}omabasin-likeworldsurroundedbymountainsandhillstoa

worldpossessingaflatexpanseoffieldsandpla玉nslookingoutonthe

sea・ItispossibletoplacetheepochalchangeinthereignsofCh〔iai,

qin,andNintoku,andthischangeorshift,asnotedearlier,significantly

influencedthefbrmationoftheworldvicwofヨncienttimes.Thedomain

ofdeathbrokeout丘omacircularstructureandflowedbeyond.The

relat董onshipofcoexistenceinwhichthedomainsoflifとanddeath

embracedeachotherinaworldencompassedbygroupsofmountains

shifted,throu.ghtheintroductionofanewimageoftheotherworld

consistingoffieldsandplains,intoarelationshipinwhichthesetwo

domainsoflifヒanddeathwerepulledapart.Thedomainofdeath
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becameoneofirreversibilitγandnoreturn,andafirmimageofthc

necropoliscametobcestablished.

Inourconsiddationshere,wemu .stnotoverlooktheproblemof

thecosmologicalplacementoftheemperor'spalace.Thisistheproblem

oftheacropolisthat長)rmsthebasisfbrimperialauthoritylThecapital

(勿 諺'o宮 都),asthefbundationofimperialauthorityintherccorded

m)荏hology;wasinprincipletobebuiltinthe"innerareゴ'ofYamato .20

Thereareasmallnu.mberofexccptions,butthecmperors'palaceswere

ingeneralconstructedwithinthenaturalbarrierthatsurroundedthe

Yamatoplain,nearthemoundgravesthatwerethedomainofthe

emperors'deaths.Theimperialpalaceandthegravemoundwere

situated・bothpsychologicallyandg;eographicallyゴaccordingtoan

intimatelawofperspcctive,givingbirthtoafhseddomaininwhichthey

wereunitcd.Thatwhichfunctionedtofbcusthisstructureofan

encompassingpcrspectivethatcoiledaroundbothlifヒanddeathand

heldtheminasingle,harmonizedcosmoswastheburialmoundimage

symbolizedbythemountainasthecosmologicalaxis .

Whatsituationisborn,then,whenthea丘erli色ofimperial

au.thoritアslipsf}omitsmooringstomountainsandfloatsoutintothe

broadplains～ .Tbbegin,capitalandgravcmoundarcspatiallysundered,

andtheu.nifンingperspectiveとncompassingdeathandli免 証soisdrawn

apartpsychologicall)孔

Throughtheextractionofthenecropolisf}omwithinthe

mountain,thecosmosofpreestablishedharmonythathadexistedbroke

aparttofbrmadualisticworldoflifとanddeath.Thisdualisticworldis

incisivclysymbolizedbγthemythological"Yamato"surroundcdby

mountainsand"Kawachi"offieldsandplainsthatlookoutonthesea .

Itwasprobablyatthistimethatthem)花hologicalpictureoftheworld

wasbornwithYamatoastheacropolisandKawachiasthenecropolis .

Variousexplanationshavebeenproposedfbrthef溢ctthat
,in

contrasttotheprincipleoflocatingthecapitalinYamato
,thelocationof

burialmoundswas丘cqu .entlymovedtodif俛rentareas.Ithasbeen

conlectured,fbrexample,thatsitcsfbrtheconstructionofmoundgraves

weresoughtinthedistrictsoftheclansf}omwhichtheempressorthe
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empressmothercame.211thasalsobeenconlecturedtobetheresultof

thegrowthoftheYamato-Kawachirouteamidnewdevelopmentsin

militaryengagementsorinfbrmalrelationshipswiththeKorean

鬻繋 諮 艦a認盈p畿1翻n灘?尹齠 濫 涯1:
長)cusofourconcernsisthefbrmationanddevelopmcntofthe

m)花hologicalworldview;hence,problemsconnectedwiththeactualities

ofpoliticalprocessesorsocietalrelationswillnotbetakenup.

Intheopeningof伍 魏`ん ηo々 〃加 ル 踟 廐 常 陸 国 風 土 記(Tbpography

ofHitachiProvince),thereisapassagestatingthatHitachiprovinceisa

richandexcellentarea:

Hitachiisaspaciousprovincewithfar-Hungboundaries.Itssoil

is色rtile,awaiting魚rming....Theseais[athand]ontheright;

mountiansstandontheleft(tothewcst).Ifpeoplcwantto

plantmulberriesorhemp,theterrainisampletothcirrearand

R)re.Thewholeprovinceisavirtualstorehouseofproducts.It

is,indeed,thelandofprosperit)乙 「輪atancientpeoplecalled

・Lk
・シ・"mu・thav・been・ ・m・ ・hinglik・Hi・achi・23

ItisstatedherethatHitachiprovinceissurroundedonthele丘and

rightbymountainsandocean,andthatf亡omthefieldsandplains

spreadingfbrthbetween,suchproductsasmulberryandflaxare

gathered.ItissuggestedthattheregioncalledTbkoyowasjustsucha

land.Fromtherecordedprayersfbrabundantgrain伽 勿07彡 ノ〃吻 々4稔 豊)

ofthericeficlds(∫ 痂 漉 η 水 田),wesecthattheareaconsistedofpaddies

surroundedbyfieldsandmoors.

Thisarea,howcver,isnotofcourseuncquivocallyequatedwith

Tokoyo.Tokoyoseenacrossthese且bySukunabikonawasnot

reproducedjllstasitwas.Thearticleon"Namckatano1(6ri行 方 の 郡"ln

thesame伍 んπ乃ち 禽 踟 ゴ々recordsthewell-knownstoryoftheconflict

betwecnhumanbeingsandgodsinvolvingthedevelopmentofnew

paddies.WhenMatachi麻 多 智,oftheぬhazu箭 括clanthatlivedinthe

area,clearedthereedfieldsofthewestvalleyandrhadcnewpaddies,the
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ノ4孟∫μ ηo々4〃2∫ 夜 刀 の 神(snakegods)appearedandhinderedhim.

GrowingangrメMatachistruckandkllledsomeofthesnakcgods,and

placingabranchuprightataboundary;hedeclarcd:

"[Th
elandextending}f}omthisplacetothehillisyou.r

territory;[Thelandextending]f}omthislandmarktothe

valley,however,isminc,anditisrcscrvedfbrmypeople's

魚rming."Hecontinued,"Donotviolatethisboundar>孔Benot

rescntfUlofthisdecision,fbrIshall[constructashrinefbryou

and]serveasthepriestthere.MγdescendantswillrespectfUlly

provideyouwithof愁rings."24

Becausethereedplainswerebeingclearedandcultivated,thesnake

godwholived.abovethatpointinthevalleyengagedinobstruction.

Thatobstructionwasovercome,andthe"fieldsofhumanbeings"were

made.Theareawassecuredthroughstrugglewithgods,andwasnota

copyofTbkoyoasknowntoSukunabiklona.

Whatwasthelandofthegodsthatextendedabovethenewly

claimed"丘eldsofhumanbeings"～Itwasnotaregionofthegodslikethe

HighPlainofHeavcn,fbrf}omthatarcaseparatedbythcbranchatthe

bounda1ythereapproachedanimageofdeathlockedindarkness.We

knowthisf}om,R)rexample,apassagein々 μ〃20ηo々 〃η彡声 ゐ ゴ々.

InthearticleonUka宇 賀village,Izumodistrict,in島 〃〃zoηo々 〃加

ル ゐ 々4thefbllowingstoryisintroduced.Therewasagreatreefatthe

shoretothenorthofthearea.Westofthereefwasalargeopeningtoa

rockcave.Noonecouldenterit.

Thercisacavernonthewestside.Itsheightandbreadthare

bothsixfヒet.Insidethercis[anopeninglcadingto]another

cavern.Onecannotenterthere.Noo耳eknowshowdeepitis.

Itissaidthatanyonewhodreamsthatheisapproachingthe

cavernisdestinedtodieimmediatelylHence,peopleofthearea

f}omancienttimestothepresenthavecalleditthcSlopeof

Ybmi(Y)minosaka)andtheHollowofYbmi(Y)minoana).25
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Itwasaperilousplaceandanobjectofproscriptioneveninadream.

ThisdangeroussitewasfヒarcdastheentrancetoYbmi,butf}omUka

village,itwaslocatedtothenorthwest.Thiswasseashore,asstatedin

thepassage,butatthesametimetherockcavenodoubtwasconnected

withmountainsthatsurroundedthevillage.AsMasudaKatsumistates,

丘omthecentralareaofIzumo,theHollowofYbmidescribedherewas

oneofthemountainareasonitsmargins,andtheimageofcoming

downf}omtheundcrgroundinthemountainstothelevelsurfaccwas

noneotherthanthatYbminosaka(Y)miSlope,i.e.,theLevelPassof

YbmotSU).

Herealso,weseethatthedomainofdeathandthedomainoflifと

aregivenacommonboundarybythesurrou.ndingtrackofmountains.

Thissituationappearsrelativclyclearlyinthefbllowingexample.A

passageinthearticlconKamo加 毛villagein∬ 〃 勿z4ηo加 ηち彫 踟 廐 播

磨 国 風 土 記statesthattwoprinces(thelaterEmperorsNinken仁 賢and

Kenz6)bothsoughtthehandinmarriageofKuninoMiyatsukono

musume国 造 の 女,andsheacquiescedtoboth.26Whiletherwoprinces

defとrrcdtoeachother,however,timepassed,andthewomangrewold

anddied.Grievingfbrher,thetwoprincesbuiltatomb,laidthebones

torest,enshrinedjewels,anddecoratedthegrave.Theplacewherethe

gravewaslocatedcametobecallcd"JewelHill"(Tamaoka玉 岡),and

thevillagewhercpeopleresidedwascallcd"JewelField"(Tamano玉 野)・

Throughthemediumofaperson'sdeath,"hill"and"丘eld"cametobe

distinctlybounded.Itisprobablynotpossibletosaythatthchillof

"JewelHill"initselfmanifとststheHollowofYbmithatapPearsatuk且

villageinIzumoprovince.Bothintermsofimageandintermsof

cosmology;however,thehillmoundthatsurroundsUkavillageandthe

hillmoundsthatspreadinthemarginsofJewelFieldapPearrelatcd.It

maybesaidthatbetweenJewelFieldandJewclHill,likethem衾rker

raisedbyMatachiinthepassagef}omH加6乃 初o々 〃η峨 卿 ゴ々,a"branch

ofboundarゾ'hasbecndriven.

Further,thishillalsowasaplacewheregraveswerelocated.

RegardingKako賀 古districtinH〃 加 諺 ηo々 〃η;ル 劾 鉱itissaidth飢the

tomb(乃 加 加 々4比 礼 墓)fbrtheconsortofEmperorKeik6waslocatedin
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Hioka日 岡,andregardingMatsuura松 浦district,彫z8η ηo舷 ηち海 卿 ゴ々

肥 前 国 風 土 記statesthatawoman(Otohihimeko)弟 日 姫 子whomadea

vowtoasnakewastransfiguredatdeath.Hercorpsewasburied"south

ofthepeak(〃 珈8峰)"andatombbuiltthere.Thispracticeisnot

limitedtohumangraves.InthearticleonThka託 賀districtinH47勿24

ηo舷 ηゴ卿 ゐ ゴ々,whenEmperorOlinwasouthunting,oneofhishounds

chasedawildboarupahillanda丘erastrugglewithit,waskilled.A

gravewasmadeonthewestsideofthehillwhereitwasburied.Itis

called"thedog'stomb."

TheexamplesgivenaboveindicatethatthepatterninYamatomay

alsobefbundinHitachi,Izumo,andHarima.Thecosmologicalnotion

possessedbyhillsandmountainsincontrasttofieldsandmoorsexisted

intheseplacesatthesametime.Intheworldofthcvarious劭 ゐ ノ々also,

fieldsandmoors,andthcLandofReedPla量nsthatwasclearedtogether

withthem,nolongerinthemselvessignifiedTbkoyo.Inordertoplant

mulberryandcultivateHaxthere,andtopro(lucearichharvest,itwas

necessarytofightthegodsofthemountainsandvalleysanddriveastake

conceptu.allyattheboundarybetweenthemandhumanbcings.Insecret

placesbackinthemountains,cavesleadingtotheotherworld(Ybmi)

wereimaginedtoexist.Theseweredimopeningsthatdividedthe

humanfieldsandtheplaceofgods,andatthesametimetheywere

strangewatcrshedsthatdividedthedomainoffieldsandplainsf丗omthe

domainofmountains.

Above,wehavetracedthedevelopmentofthepictureoftheworld

heldbアtheancientJapanese,and .whilereviewingthcm>花hsrecordedin

砌 謝and聯oη ∫乃o々ゴ,have飴cusedonthelandscapeofthe」 砲 踊 彡.We

havesoughtou.tthevestigesofthedepartureofthegodswhoappeared

onthestagesofYamatoandIzumo,andnotingthedeathsofthe

descendantsoftheheavenlygods,castlightontheprocessbywhich

theirnecropoliswasfbrmed.Onematterclari盒edasaresultofthis

investigationistheproblemoftheestablishmentandthetransfbrmation

ofthecircularworldsurroundedbytheLandinthcFourDirections

(&bmi),thatis,bymountains.Weβndhereapictureoftheworld

distinctf}omthenecropolisin,丑)rexamplc,EgyptorGreece.Aninflux
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ofnewcultu.ref}omtheAsiancontinentfbllowed,however,andsigns

appearedofatransfbrmatloninthisworldview.Theadventof

Buddhism,armedwithathoroughlydif驚rentviewofthecosmos,struck

aviolentblowtothem>花hologicalimagesinherentin砌 ノ々 ノandハ 彦加 〃

∫加 廐Thechisclofdecisivealterationwasappliedtothesignificanceof

deathinthisworld,andtheimageofthenecropolissuddenlycamctobe

pervadcdbyIndianandChineseconceptions.Thisepochalideological

changemayprovisionallybeplacedintheerasofSuiko,PrinceSh6toku,

andK6toku,thcveryperiodduringwhichtheroyalnecropoliswasbeing

builtbeyondthemountainsatShinaga磯 長inKawachi.

Asmentionedbefbre,whenthestructureofthenecropolisinthe

ancientperiodbcgantocrumblethroughtheappearanceoftheopening

f}omYamatotoKawachi,agreatchangcwasborninthepictureofthe

worlditsel£andthischangewasacceleratedthroughthcintroductionof

Buddhistideology」tsurely・appearcdintheconceptionofdeaththatwas

confinedtotheculturalsphercofIsonaga,mentionedabove.Thistrend

advancedevenmoreintheperiodofTセnmu,andsowedaconsequential

seedinthemajesticritesconnectedwithhisdeathandburial.Afterthe

observanceofalongperiodofmourninglastingtwoyearsandtwo

months,Tヒnmu'sremainswereentombedinthegreatmoundofHikuma

檜 隈,whichwasinthemountainsatthesouthernedgeofYamato.This

indicatesareturnoftheking'snecropolistothelandofYamato,butthe

conceptionrising丘omwithintheritesofhisdeathincludedelcments

qualitativclydif琵rentf}omthecircularworldvicwthatwastheearlier,

a耳cestralfbrm.27Thesamemaybesaidofthe"worldofdeathl'expressed

inBuddhisttalessuchas八 励oη 冗γδゴ窺 日 本 霊 異 記.Y)miasitappearsin

suchtalesdiffヒrsfUndamentallyincharacterf}omtheconceptionof

Tbkoyo-Ybmiexpressedinthemythsof砌 珈and八 彦乃oη ∫乃o々ゴ.Here,a

stratifiednecropolis,infbrmedbyafbreignviewofhelltransmittedf}om

theAsiancontinent,isnεurratedinsharplyetchedlightanddark.28

1tisimpossible,however,todevelopth五stopichere.Ourgoalin

thischapterhasbeentoeducethetypeofworldpictu.re,initsmythic,

ancestralfbrm,thatexistedpriortocontactwiththenewlyarrived

ideologyofBuddhism.


