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Inancienttimcssomeonesaid,"Amancannotcovcra

thousandlcaguesinada)ろbutaspiritinsuchaperiodcan

easilytravelthedistance."Yヒs,thiswastheanswer.Ithrew

myselfonmysword,andastridethedarknightwindsIhave

comeallthiswaytokeepou.rchrysanthemumtryst.Tilkepity

・nmys・ul.

Ashefinishedspeaking,hiseyesgrewdimwithtears."Now

wemustpartfbrever,"headded."Besuretotakccareof

motheL"Hcappearedtorisef}omhisseat,andthereuponhe

vanished,withoutatrace.

吻8亦 〃 〃zoηoμ 魏 万,f益scicleonel

1

Madnessappearstobeartheburdensofbothpsychologicalabnormalitア

andheightene(Ienerg外Sinceancienttimes,ithasbeencommonplaceto

explainpsycho-physicalphenomenaintermsofthe丘mctioningofspir-

its.MichelFoucaultassociatedmadnesswith"thesoundsofthingsin

thedepthsofhistorゾ'21fthisisso,surelythespiritisthewaveofacther

thatismostacutelysensitiveto,andthattransmits,the"soundsof

things."Foucaultstatcs,however,thatmodernattitudeshavef}ozenthis
"
sound"ofmadnesswithinthesphereofthequietudeof"knowledge."
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Inancienttimes,inordertoexplainabnormalbehavior,rational

prescienti盒clogicandmystic且ldemonologycoexisted.Ingeneral,the

structureofspiritual丘1nctioningwasinseparablyintertwinedinthc

networkofboththesetwomodesofthought.Abnormalbeh3viorand

conductthatviolatcsthesocialorderhavealwaアsbeenexpressedand

discussedthroughmctaphorsthatvaryinaccordwiththeperiodahd

culturalfbrms.Thus,variationsinthephenomenaofspiritu.al

fhnctioningalsotakeonthefbrmofspecificmetaphors.

AspsychiatristG.Zilboorgstates,earlアinhumanhistoryinsane

personswereveneratedassacrcdandaspossessingthevalueofgoodness

orspiritualinspiration;thus,returntoanormalstatewasunderstoodas

areversalorregressiontoanunblesscd,cursedcondition.3The

丘mctioningofthespiritintimatesatransplantationofthesacredinto

thebodyofapcrson.Thisisthephcnomenonofpossession.Possession,

assuddenandacutelyabnormalconduct,wasthesteepandperilous

passagethatjoinedthispro魚ne,defiledworldwiththemysteriousand

profbundspiritworld.Theinsaneperson,ascommunicatorwith

transcendentpowerstopassbctweenthesacredandprofanerealms,was

regardedwithbothaweandfヒ 盆rbythoseintheprofaneworlddistant

丘omthedemonicbliss.

Themadorinsanewerecalled〃20η 璽 〃7痂 物 狂 いinJapanese・From

ancienttimesitwasthoughtthatonlythe〃20η 解 π7勿ゴwereabletoseethe

kami,andtheirdarkutteranceswereregardedasthewordsofthekami.

Inotherwords,the〃zoη 璽 〃7痂bccamekami.YanagitaKunio柳 田 国 男

hasassertedthattoday,fヒwcanacceptthatthcphenomenonof

叨oηo即7痂isfUllyexplaincdbythenotionofmentalillness.Inchapter

11,"TheNeedtoResearchWhyWizards(∫8纏 〃 仙 人)ApPear,"inhis

book,珍 〃24ηoブ 勿 ∫6(LifdntheHills),Yanagitastates:

Onediffとrencebetweenspiritualderangementinthepastand

insanitya.tprcsentliesintheattitudeofothcrs.Ourancestors

hopedthatcleverandimaginativechildrcnmightundergoa

changefromtimctotimeandvisitrealmsunknownto

ordinarypeople.Inotherwords,theytendedtobelieveinthe
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inexplicableeventofbeingspiritedoffbykami.

Foucaulthasalsonotedthatintellectualcategoriessuchas

"

psychologicalderangement"and"mentaldisorder"arecoldtermsthat

seektoalienateandisolatemadness.Itisuncertainhowfarback

historicallyYanagita'sexpression,"ourancestors,"ismeanttoindicate,

butitisclearthattheJapanescintheirpsycholo9)厂havepaidclose

attentiontothespiritualandphアsicalphenomenaofmadness.

Intheearlythinkingthatgraspedη20η ρgz〃z4ゴasapathological

ps)7chophysicallcaP,thenotionofanexternalcause-theinvasionofa

spirit-wasassumed.Hence,itwascommontoexplainthereturntoa

normal(pro血ne)conditionintermsofanadvcntitiousopportunity

presentedbythespirit'scxittoanothcrworld.Betweenthespiritandthc

madpersonwhoactsasreceptor,thercisnocausalrelationship

whatsoeveLThema4personisaheaven-sentexistencepossessedbya

supernaturalpowe二:Later,theperspectivcdevelop6dofseekingthecause

OfmadneSSnOtinanOtherrealm,bUtWithinth.eperSOn,bU .tingeneral,

thisisastanceofself=awarenesswithintheprocessofhistoryinwhich

magicalthinkingseparatcd丘omthethinkingofpathologア,andlies

outsideofourconcernshere.Suchconsidcrationsinvolve,withregardto

Europe,theissuesofmadnessandwitches,andCalvin'stheoryof

predestination,andwithregardtoJapan,Buddhistdoctrinesofkarma

andtheconsciousnessofthelowly:

Itisalsopossiblefbrtheconceptofspiritstochangeinaccordwith

thecultu.ralconditionsofthctimesorcontactwithmodesofthou .ghtor

religiou-straditionsf}omabroad.RegardingJapanintheancicntperiod,

therewerenumerousopportunitiesfbrcontactwithChinesetraditions.

OriguchiShinobu折 口 信 夫statcsthatthreekindsofspecialized

丘1nctioningmaybedistinguishedinthenotionof魏 〃z40ftheancient

Japanese.Thebenignaspectof魏 叨4evolvedintokami,andtheharmfhl

aspectdevelopedintoo加ordemons.ThξthirdfUnctioningwasrefとrred

toas叨oηo.Whilekamiandoη ノwereaccompaniedbyconcrcteimages,

theabstractfbrmof〃20ηowashiddenf}omrepresentation.Kamiando加

wereconceivedasdeitiesofTbkoyo(as叨4だ6吻 常 世 神orrarevisitors



62 WANDERINGSPIRITsANDTEMPoIuRYCoRI)sEs

丘oma伍r),anotionthatlatergaverisetothegodsofthemountainsand

waters,withthegodsoftheyearandsoulspiritsasfhrtherderivations.

Bycontrast,inthecaseof〃20ηo,the魏 η24spiritentersaneg9・stone・

melon,orpeach,whereitdwellsuntilmaturation,andthereuponitis

born.Inthispatternofacreationmγth,叨oηoisawordthatindicates

theroleinwhichthe吻 〃24fUnctions.Thatis,〃20〃oisanopaque長)rm

thatreflectstheprocessitselfbywhichthc初 形4isborn.

IfweacceptOriguchi'sthinkingregardingtheearlyunderstanding

of吻 〃24,thequestionarises,inthelightofourpreviousdiscussion,of

whatchangestheconceptlaterundergoes.Concerningthis,Origuchi

himselfpointsoutsometendenciesofchangeuponenteringtheHeian

period.Nevertheless,heshowsnointerestwhatsoeverinconsideringthe

inHuenceoftheBuddhistandTaoisttraditionsimportcdf}omChina.

:Further,hestudiouslyavoidstheissueraisedbyYanagita'sconjecture

regardingthedimensionofreligiouspsychologアinrelationtomadncss

or"20η 磐Z47Z4彡。

Ti疝dngthesebriefcommentsonearlierinvestigationsasastarting

point,Iwillseektoexplorethetopicfh.rtheL

2

In.八%o〃 ワ ∂∫廐 日 本 霊 異 記,theterm々 π7〃μ(託alsopronounced魏 〃々・"to

possess")appearsovertentimes.7乙 〃々meansfbragodtotakepoSsession

ofahuman,toenterintoaperson,ortoappearinadream.Itisusedin

碗 加 ∫6η("oracle"or``divinemessage"),andisalsoread舷7観,theword

fbrgoinginsaneorbeingoutofone'smind.InA蓚 乃oη ワ ∂珈,加7嬲is

writtenwith吻 々%notthecharacter勿 ∂狂("wild,""f}enzicd")common-

lyusedtoday;andacheckoftheindividualoccurrencesshowsthatthe

fUnctioningindicatedby々z〃z4z4(砌 〃々)correspondstotheever-changing,

proteanemergenccandsubsidingofkami,oη ゴ,and〃20〃o.Origuchihim-

selfshowedlittleinterestin八 彦乃oη 冗γδ謝.Thisisprobablybecausethe

worldof.〈 励oη ワ ∂彡々 彡mani色stsasyncreticviewofspiritsbroughtabout

througharedirectionofthinkingalongBuddhistlines.

〈励o〃 ワ∂珈issaidt6havebeenwrittenduringtheK6nin弘 仁era
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(810-823)bythemonkKeikai(』sopronouncedKy6kai)Shamon景 戒

沙 門ofYakushili薬 師 寺templeinNara.Brie且y;itisacollectionoftales

andrecordsaboutmiraculou.sandextraordinaryoccurrences.Thefbrmal

titleis八 励oη 々o々〃 望 勿 ∂z6η 一4加 ワ δゴ々 ∫ 日本 国 現 報 善 悪 霊 異 記(Recordof

MiraculousEventsoftheRecompenseofGoodandEvilintheCountry

ofNihon).Itisclearf}omthewords"recompenseofgoodandevil"in

thetitlethatBuddhistnotionsofkarmicrecompenseandofsamsaric

rebirthhavebeenincorporated,andtheinfluenceofChinesecollections

ofsimilarkindsoftales,suchas〃:ノ ㎏ ψ406ん 冥 報 記(JP.〃;鋤 ∂々 〃and

P'an-joyen-chi般 若 験 記 σP.H4〃 砂4々8η ∂々,isapParent.Thecontents

oftheworkmaybecharacterizedasconsistingofedi句ingtalescompiled

byaBuddhistmonkconcerningmiraculouseventsoftheNaraandearly

Heianperiodsthathadbeentransmittedamongthecommonpcoplc.It

isaninvaluabledocumentinthehistoryoftheevolutionofthe

understandingofspiritsinJapan,onethatachicvesanddisplaysa

uniqueamalgamofthcvicwofspiritsscenin砌 ゴ勉 古 事 記,八 励oη ∫加 窺

日 本 書 紀,and瘟4η ン∂∫乃π 万 葉 集withthcBuddhistconceptofkarmic

recompenseintroducedf}omtheAsiancontinent.

Spiritsare,ofcourse,invisible,andaslongastheymani色st

themselvesintherealmofactualityonlyinamodeinwhichtheyappear

anddisapPearinquickalternation,itisdif丑culttogaugcchangesinthe

waytheyareconceived.Evenwhentheconceptionofspiritsexpressedin

aparticularworkshowsunifヒ)rmfとaturesthroughout,theremaγbe

evidenceofsubtlechangesatitsfbundations,andcontrariwise,aspectsof

spiritsthatappeardistinctinqualitymayariscf}omanidenticalsource.

〈%oη 冗γδノ勉(herea丘erぺ γ∂ゴ効consistsofthreefascicles.Keikai

apPendsaprefacetoeachfascicle.Intheprefdcetothethird,he

expoundstheimmediateresultsofthecausationofgoodandevil.

Oncwhoispossessedofanevilspiritislikeonewhoholdsa

poisonoussnake;thepoisonisalwaystherereadytoappear.

Thegreatpowerofkarmicretributionrcachesusasquicklyas

soun(lechoesinavalley:Ifwecall,thecchoneverfailsto

answer,andthisisthewaykarmicretributionworksinthislifと.
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HowcanwefailtobemorecarefUl～4

Here,thecxprcssion"personpossessedbyaspirit(〃zoηo鬼)"re麁rs

topossessionbyanevilspirit,butitisfUrtherstatedthatthcspirit(々 彡

気)ofthepoisonoussnakeappearsanddocsnotvanishbecauseofthc

recompenseofevil.Hence,itisclearthatthecompilerKeikaisceksto

understandthephenomenonofmadness("zoη 璽"厂"彡)bymeansofthe

Buddhistlawofcausationimportedf}omthcAsiancontinent.Thisis

alsoakindofdemonologicallawofcausation,signifyingadeterministic,

repetitiverhythmthattranscendstimeandplaccandpassesbackand

fbrthbetweenthedarkandtheapparentrealms.Thedcmontemporarily

enters五ntothcphysicalbodyofaperson,andasaresult,bringsabouta

disorderofbodアandmind,butthatthecauseissimplyseentorcsidein

"
evilrecompense"indicatesthatitisamechanicallawofcausation.

Thistypeofspiritposscssion(〃20η 磐 ㍑擁)isalsoseeninVblume1,

丁烈e19ヨndVblume2,Talcs3and34.Thefirstconcernsa∫ 加 叨 ガ沙 弥

monkwho,becausehemakeslightofapersonrea(lingtheZo魏 ∫5〃 吻,

receivesthecvilrecompenseofthatact.Intheinstructionattachedatthe

closeofthetale,itisstatedthat,evcnthoughonemaybe"possessedby

anevilspirit"andletslip制sewords,onemustnotslanderapractitioner

ofthesutra.Tale30fVblume2concernsasonwho,outofexcessive

lovefbrhiswifヒ,seekstokillhisownmother,therebygivingrisetoevil

recompense.Themothersaystoherson,whohasdrawnhisswordto

killher,『 盃eyoupossessedbyaspirit～"Shethenlookstotheheavens

andsays,"Mγsonactshavingbeenpossesscdbyaspirit.Heisnotinhis

realmind.Pleasepardonhiscrime!"Inthefinalcxample,Vblume2,

Tiオc34,awomanwhohasreceivedmoneyf}omthewifとofawealthy

neighborgoesthenextdaytoexpressherthanks.Sheistoldthatthereis

noneedfbrthank:s,fbrthegi丘wasmadethroughthecompassionof

Kannon観 音.Theneighbor'swifとsaystothewoman,`Areyoupossessed

byaspirit～Idonotknowwhatyouaretalkingabout."5

Thcpsychologicalaspcctofspiritpossession(〃20η 璽%7%∫)secnin

thesethreetalesclearlyrenectsnotionsofthemechanicallawofcausal

recompensemcntionedabove.Further,theinterspcrsionofKannonor
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thepractitionerofthe.乙o'z4∫5z4〃 ㍑probablyrcpresentsthedoctrinal

interestsofKeikaihimsel£Thcscdoctrinalconcernsareasアetnomore

thansuper丘cialandsimple,anddonotinvolvetheinteriorvalueofthc

taleitselfThispatternofspiritpossession/madnessstronglyrcsembles

thephenomenonoftemporaryderangementorasuddenconfUsionof

memoryandexpression.6

ThefUnctioningofpossession(,々z47z4ゴ 言モし、)cxpresscdin左 γ扉勉of

courseisnotrestrictedtothedimensionofpossessionbyaspirit.

Possessionisfurtherconnectedwithdivinemessages,divinatory

decisions・andprescienceandpredictionofthefUturc.Inノ ウ∂ノ々 ゴ,there

2rethreeexamplesofaspirit(kami)posscssinga々4〃2加4gゴ ト者

(divinator)(Vblume2,Tale16;Vblume3,Ti蠱es31and39),andinallof

thcsethereisanassociationwithoraclesandfbreknowlcdge.Sincea

々4〃z勿 璽 ゴwasoriginallyapriestess(叨 漉o巫 女)whospecializedin

beckoningspiritsandnccroman(弔thisishardlyunexpected.Inthecase

ofspiritpossession(〃zoηoηo'をz〃z4z4),.thefbcusischieflyonthe

psychologicalstateofthepersonpossessed;bycontrast,inthecaseofthe

possessionofa々4叨 勿 璽 ゴ,thepredictionsortheabnormalityofthe

attachmentsofthekamispiritorotherspiritwhopossessesisemphasized .

Thus,inthecaseofspiritpossession(叨oη 璽"7πz),theonepossessed

(abnormalperson)isthecenterofconcern,andthcpossessingspirit

(demonspirit)issecondary;whereasinthecaseof舷 〃z勿卿 ●possession,

th量srelationshipisreversed,andthepossessingspiritiscentralandthe

onepossessed(加 〃2勿 璽7うissecondarylThedemoninthefbrmercase

andthe加 纏 〃璽 ゴmediuminthclattercasepossessparticularritual

identitiesintheliteratureofreligiousstudies,butintcrmsofthe

phenomenonofpossession,therolesthattheyplay・aredistinct.

InVblume2,Talc16("OntheImmediateRetributionofGood

andEvilBecauseofGivingNoAlmsandFreeingLivingBeings"),a

personwhohasreturnedoystersthathadbeencaughttotheseahappens

toclimbupamou.ntainandiskilledwhenheaccidentallyfallsfbma

tree.Later,thisperson'sspiritpossessesa々4〃z勿 璽 ゴmediumandgives

instructionthathisbodyshouldnotbccrematedfbrsevendaysbut

shouldbele丘asitis.Whenthisisdone,herevivesonthesevcnthday
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andrelatestohiswifとandchildrenthedetailsofhisjourneytotheother

w・ ・ld(hell).7

1nVblume3,Ti疵31,awomanofavillageinMino美 濃marries

andbecomespregnant,andafterthrccγearsgivesbirthtotwostones.

TheywercHve一 ∫π〃 寸squareinshape;onewasblue-white,andthcother

wasblue.Yヒarbyyeartheygrewinsize,andoneyearthegreatgodof

theregionrevealedtheirsecret・

InAtsumidistrict,nexttoKatakatadistrict,therewasagreat

kami,whosenamewasInaba伊 奈 婆.Thedeitytookpossession

ofadiviner(加 加 〃卿 うandspokethoughhim,saying,"The

twostoneswhichwerebornaremyownchildren."Therefbrc,

theywereenshrinedatthegirl'sresidenceinasacredplacc

surroundedwithahedge(忽 ん彡忌 籬).8

ThegodInabapossessedamediumcapableofau.guryandrevealed

thatthestoncswerethegod'schildren;thusthetitle,"OnaWoman

WhoGaveBirthtoStonesandEnshrincdThemasKami."

Asimilarstoryis飴undinVblume3,Ti江c39,"OntheRebirthasa

PrinceofaMonkWhoExcelledinBothWisdomandDiscipline."

DhyanamasterZenshu善 珠ofYamatowaswidelyreveredbyemperor

andministers,monksandlaypeqple,fbrhissagacitアanddiscipline,and

eventuallywasapPointedtotherankof吻 ∂ 僧 正bytheemperoLThe

monk,whohadamoleonhischin,diedinEnry盛u延 暦17(798),

duringthereignofKanmu桓 武.Atthattime,adivinationbyboiling

ricc(加 鰄 飯 占)wasperfbrmcd,duringwhichtheconditionofthe

cookedricewasjudgedfbrR)rtunetelling.

Thenthedivincspirit,havingpossessedthediviner,said,"I

willenterthewombofT司ihinoOmina丹 治 比 の 嬢 女,awifとof

theemperorofJapan,toberebornasaprince・Ybushallknow

hisidentityowingtothesamebirthmarkasmineonthe

prince'sface.9
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Here,thegodspiritwhopossessedthemediumwasofcoursethe

spiritofZenshu,andthepredictionthathewouldberebornasaprince

inthcwomboftheempresswaseventuallyproventrue.

Inthesethreetales,thatwhichpossessesthemedium(々 翩 勿 ⑫)is

thespiritofthedcad,.thegreatgodInaba,anddhyanamasterZenshu善

珠(godspirit).Thescareallfilledwithsupernaturalpowers.By

comparison,themediumsthemselvestendtobeprofとssionalswithout

individualitylThefhnctionalstatusofthemedium,however,isin

generalthefUndamentalmagneticfieldwhenthephenomenonofgod-

possession(々4〃z癬 〃々 ノ神 が か り)occurs.Thus,whenweseektotrace

backhistoricallytotheoriginaHbrm,weshouldexpecttoencountera

numberofrichlyindividual,extraordinarytγpeswhohavebeen

beckoncdbアthegods.Inotherwords,thcrethestru.ctureofthe

unfbreseenrelationshipofcorrcspondencebetweentheposscssinggod

andthepossessedshamanabruptlyarises.Iwillgivescveralexamplcs.

The丘rstisthegod-possessionofAmenouzumenoMikotoatthe

timeAmaterasuOmikamisecludedhcrselfintherockcave.」 晦 ノ々 ∫spe蠧s

ofgod-possession(々4〃z勿 〃々 ゴ神 懸 り),andハ%oη ∫加 ∫々speaksof``giving

fbrthdivinely-inspireduttera耳ce."

Thesecondcxampleisfbundinthesectionof八%o〃 ∫乃o窺treating

theperiodprecedingtheenthronementofJinmu.Thereisascenein

whichEmperorJinmu,intheprocessofsubjugatingYamato,is

possesscdbythespiritofTakamimusubinoMikoto.Thetextstates:
"W
earenowinpersonabouttocelebrateapublic麁stiv訓to臘kami-

musubinoMikoto."10Concerningthe"public麁stival"(跳 〃∫ん ゴ〃4ゴ 顕

斎),OriguchiShinobu'spainstakingresearchishclpfUl,butIcannot

discussithere.11Thcliteralsenseisthat,drawingandreceivingto

himselfanobscuregodspirit,hewillrenderitclearlyvisibleand

celebrate.Inotherwords,possessingthegodspiritofTakamimusubi,he

willbringaboutatransfbrmationintopersonhood3salivingincarnate

god.

ThethirdcxampleisareligiousriterecordedintherecordofSujin

崇 神,inthesecondmonth,spring,seventhyear.Atthattime,an

epidemicwasrampantandmanypeoplehaddied.Peasantswerefbrced
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intowandering丘omtheirlandsandhereandthererebellionsflared.In

thisyear,SujinjourneycdtoKamuasajihara神 浅 茅 原,whercheprayed

丘)reightythousandgodstogatherandperfbrmedadivination.

AtthistimethcgodsinspiredYamatototobimomosohimeno

Mikoto倭 迹 迹 日 百 襲 姫 命tosayas飴llows:一``Whyisthe

Empcrorgrievedatthedisordcredstateofthccountry～Ifhe

dulydidusreverentworshipitwouldassuredlybecome

paci丘edofitself"12

YamatototobimomosohimenoMikoto,whowaspossessedbythc

gods,wastheconsortofEmperorK6rei孝 霊andstronglymanifとsted

痂 々o-lik:echaracteristics.Sheaugu.rsthatthesublugationofthelandwill

besu.ccess丘11.

ThefburthcxampleisEmpressJing亘 神 功,whoapPe3rsinthe

entryfbrtheninthmonth,autumn,oftheeighthyearofthe"Recordof

Chσai"仲 哀,andinthe"RecordofJingo."Inthefbrmer,itisrecorded

.thatwhentheemperorgathercdhistroopsatT3ukushiinordertoattack

theKumaso熊 襲,agod(spirit)possessedtheempressanddelivereda

divinemessage.`〔Atthistimeacertaingodinspiredthcempressand

instructedher,saying:Whyshouldtheemperorbetroubledbecausethe

Kumasodonotyieldsubmission～"Inthelatterrecord,correspondingto

thethirdmonth,ninthycarofCh且ai(200),itisrecordedthatthe

empress,selectinganauspiciousday;enteredthepalaceofworshipand

herselfbecamepriest(々4η ηz4∫乃ゴ神 主).ShehadTakenouchinoSu.kune武

内 宿 禰playthekoto琴andbeseechedgodstodescend.Further,shehad

NakatomiIkatsunoOmi中 臣 烏 賊 津 使 主serveas∫4η 彡〃4審 神 者and

interprettheutterancesofthegods.Thekotoisamusicalinstrument

usedtosupplicatethegods,andtheterm∫4η 勿4,0riginallymeaning
"

pureplace,"indicatesthcinterpreterofdivinemcssages.Thescenein

whichEmpressJing血undergocspossessionandreceivcsdivinemessages

appearsin働 珈withtheexpressionthattheempress"bringsaboutthe

approachofgods"(々4〃zゴo/o∫8神 を帰 せ).

Thesefburexamplesalldescribephenomenaofshamanistic
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possession.Thetermsusedfbrpossession_〃 筋 ∫乃〃z〃4ガ,舷 〃々 勿_may

bcsaidtoexpressthesamelevelofspiritfhnctioningastheterm舷7吻

seeninthetalesof1ウ ∂ゴ々 ゴ.Ifadif驚rencebctwcenthetwodocumentsis

tobenoted,itmaybcsaidthatinthe梅 謝and八 励oη ∫加 彡々,there

tendstobegreaterinterestfbcusedonthepersonwhoispossessed

(AmenouzumenoMikoto,EmperorJinmu,Yamatototobimomoso-

hime,EmpressJing血)thanthekamiwhoisthespiritthatpossesses,

whercasinゆ δ痴,ratherthanthemediumwhoispossessed,ltisthe

possess量ngspirit(thedead,thegodInaba,thespiritofZcnshu)whois

describcdwithdistinctivequalities.Thisisnottosaythatthereisa

theoreticaldif麁rencctobeasserted.Rathcr,weshouldnotethatthe

phenomenonofdivinemessagesorutterancesbアagodspiritfUsesthe

twoaspectsoffunctioning,godposscssion(々4励g4々 〃 のandspirit

possession(叨oη 鰓 〃7〃の.Inthispoint,theworldof働 謝and八 彦乃oη

∫乃o々ねndtheworldofぺ γ∂ノ々 ∫largelycoincide.

Nevertheless,eventhiscommonalityattimesexhibitsirregularities.

Letusconsidertwoexamplesofpossessionas々 〃7〃ゴ長)undinthetales.In

thesecondtaleofthethirdfascicle,"OntheMutualRevengefbrKilling

byBeingRebornasaFoxandaDo9,"MeditationMasterEik6永 興of

K6fhkuji興 福 寺templeinNarauttersaspellfbrthesakeofasickperson

inthevillageandpraysthatthesicknesssubside.Whileheuttersthe

spell,thesicknessabates,butwhenhestopsthereisarelapse.Whilethis

processisrepcatedanumberoftimes,achangecomesoverthepatient.

Then,possessedbyaspirit,thepatientsaid,"Iamafbx.I

won'tsu.rrendereasily;sodon'ttrytofbrceme!"Themonk

asked,"Whyl"Thepatientreplied,"Thismankille4meinhis

previouslifヒ,andIamtakingrevengconhim.Ifhedies

eventually;hcwillberebornasadogandkillme."13

Afbxhasposscssedthepatientinordertotakercvengefbrhavingbeen

killed.Theangrアspiritofthefbx,however,hasapremonitionthatit

willbckilledbythesickpersonitisseekingtokill,andthis

premonition,throughthceerieworkingoutoftheplot,becomesan
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actualitylDespitethedesperatespellsofthemeditationmaster,thesick

personiskilled,butayearlater,intheroomwherethesickpersonhad

l3in,themonksdiscipleliesinsickbed.Someonebringsadogtothe

place,andthedogsuddenlybarksviolently・andstrainsonitsleash.The

meditationmaster,whohappenstobepresent,triesreleasingthedog,

whichrushesintothesickperson'sroomandseizesafbxthathadbeen

hidinginacorneLShakingofftheef丑)rtsofthemonktostopit,thedog

dragsthef～)xoutandkillsit.

Theanimalspiritseenherepossessesahumanbeingandtakes

revengeoutofbittcrness.ThisbringsonafUrtherrecompenseinthis

uncannytale.Inthedepthsofthisstorytherein丘ltratestheconceptof

therecompenseofthespir量tthattransmigratesinrebirth.Herewe丘nd

cleartracesofBuddhistthought.

AnothertaleindicatingthesametendencyofthoughtisVblume3,

Tale36:"OnReceivingaPenaltyfbrBuildingaLowerPagodaand

Ti」dngdowntheBannersoftheTヒmple."FujiwaranoasonNagate藤 原

朝 臣 永 手,SeniorFirstRank,hadperfbrmeddecdsinoppositiontothe

Buddhistdharmawhilealive,butthendied.ThenhissonIeyori家 依fヒll

ill,butthroughthespellsandprayersofmonksattendinghissickness,

thefatherNagate'sspiritpossessedtheson.

Thenthepatienttalked,beingpossessedbyaspirit,saying,"I

amNagate.IhadthebannersofHokkeji法 花 寺takendown

andlaterwasresponsiblefbrthepagodasofSaidaiji西 大 寺

templehaving長)urcornersinsteadofeightandHvestories

insteadofseven.Becauseofthissin,Iwassummonedtothe

ofHceofKingEnra閻 羅,whomademeholdapillaroffireand

drovebentnailsintomyhands,interrogatingandbeating
,,14

me.

Thepatient's"beingpossessedbyaspirit"(々 〃7〃加)meansthat

Nagate'sspirithaspossessedIeyori'sbodyan(lspeaksthroughit.Hence,

itisalso,simultaneousl)ろthestateofpossession(〃20〃 璽 π7〃ゴ)ofIeyori.

The"spirit"confヒssesthat,becauseofitsevilactsofnegligenceinthe
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constructionofBuddhisttemplesandtowers,ithasbeencalledbeR)re

KingEnma(Enra)ofhelland飼rcedtorecognizeitsguilt.Weseehere

thenotionthatthespiritofadea4personwandersinan"intermediate

statc"(訪 吻 中 有),apcriodorrealmbetweendeathandrebirth,and

whiledrifhnginotherrealms,visitshell.Thespiritadri丘inthe

intermediatestateof`勿 〃isadangerousspiritofthedeadthathasnot

yetbeenpuri丘edorhasnotbeenpaciHed.Inthenotionthatitreceives

therecompenseofitsactsandiscompelledtovisithell,weseethe

interlectionofanewconception.Inthiscasethespiritcommunicatcsa

Buddhistsenseofdisparatecosmologicaldimensionstotheworldofthe

livingthroughthespecialcircuitofspiritpossession・

Thus,evenf}omthcabovetwoexamplesoftalesdealingwithspirit

possession,wegainageneralideaoftheprocessoftransfbrmationby

whichtheviewofspiritsamongtheancientJapanese,ingradually飾sing

withBuddhistfaith,gavebirthtonewconceptions.

3

Sincetheconditionofbeingpossessedbyaspirit(叨oηo加 〃々7〃〃 も の に

託 う)signifiesatemporarytranceorf比nzythatinducesphysicaland

psychologicalabnormalities,releasef}omthisstateisareturnf}ommad-

nesstosanity』romtheperspectiveofthefhnctioningofthespirit,itis

abandonmentbythcinvadingspiritoritscxpulsion.A丘erthcexpulsion,

theworkingoftheparticularspiritthathadbecnsilcncedbythcintru-

sionofanoutsidespiritreturnstoitsoriginalstate.Thu.s,thiskindof

sporadictrancestateisnotnecessarilyadangertolifヒ 。Ofcourse,asseen

inthetalediscussedaboveconcerningthefbxanddogspirits,thereare

caseswhenapersoniskilledbythepossessingspirit,butthisisnotan

expressionoftheprimaryfUnctionofpossession(舷7鰯).Rather,the

relationshipbetwcenthepossessingspirit(々 勿アz4z47衫∫言モう霊)andthepos-

sesscdperson(舷 膨 〃 〃20ηo狂 う 者)maybeseenasthcdiscordantrela-

tionshipofthecontactofthedominantspirit(possessingspirit)andthe

recessivespirit(livingspirit).Thepossessingspiritexertsasupernatural

poweroverthelivingspirit.Whenthisdominatingpowerisexcessive,
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therecessivespiritmayexpire.

Ifthesceneofthcstrugglcbetwccnthepossessingspiritandthe

livingspiritisthechargcdficldofmadncss伽o〃o 、望〃7痂,spirit

possession),thenfbrthelivingspirittodepartf}omthephysicalbodyis

asceneofthecrisispointofdeaththroughtheseparationofspiritand

bodメThisisastateofsel仁oblivion'ordivestmentofspirit.While

possessionmayhaveacommonalitywithmadness,theecstaticcondition

asadivestmentofspiritisclosertodeath.Ritualsfbrpacifyingthespirit

areessentiallyrevivalritesfbrattachingoncemoretothephアsicalbody

thelivingspiritthatisscparatinganddriftingof£Whenthat

丘1nctioningceases,thedangerofdeatharises.Inthiscase,thedangcrof

deathemergesintwoaspects.First,thereisthecaseofthewa耳dering

spiritbecomingmooredinanotherworld(fbrexample,therealmof

death)andthusunabletoreturntothephアsicalbod>ろsecond,achange

(suchascremation)mayoccurinthelivingbodアthathasbeenle丘in

thisworld(remainsofaf訓seortemporarydeath).Thus,inadditionto

possession,thecaseofdivestmentofspirit(deathorfalsedeath)mustbe

consideredhereasanimportantv且riationofthefhnctioningofthe

spirit.Hereagain,や ∂ゴ々 Φrovestobcarichresource.15

First,IetusturntoVblume2,Ti∬e25,"OntheFiend,Messenger

ofKingEnma,WhoAcceptedtheHospit』ityoftheOne飴rWhomHe

HadBeenSentandRepaidIt."InYamada山 田districtofSanuki讃 岐

province,therewasawomannamedNunoshikinoOmiKinume布 敷 臣

衣 女.DuringthereignofEmperorSh6mu聖 武she麁llilhndsoplaced

delicaciesofthemountainsandseasathergateasanoffとringtothe

deitアofplagues.ThedemonwhohadbeensenttobringKinumeto

KingEnmarcceivedtheoffとringoffbod.quitedelighted,thedemon

toldKinumethatiftherewereanotherwomanwithexactlythesame

name,hewouldtaketheotherwomaninherplace.Thiswasaproposal

madeinordertoreturnthefavor.TheKinumeofYamadadistrict

(KinumeA)didinfactknowthatinUtari鵜 垂districtofthesame

provincetherewasλnotherKinume(B),andshetookthedemontoher

homc.Thus,KinumeAwasabletoreturntoYamada,whileKinumeB,

asherreplacement,wasdraggedofftoKingEnma.Enma,however,saw
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thatitwasthewrongKinumeandorderedthatthesituationbe

corrected.Thedemon,unabletoconcealwhathehaddone,wentonce

moretoKinumeAinYamadadistrictandbroughthertoKingEnma,

andKinumeBwasgivenareprieve.WhenKinumeBreturnedhome,

however,shereceivedashock.Herbodyhadalre3dアbeencremated,and

therewasnowherefbrher(i.e.,herspirit)tosettle.Therebeingnoother

recourse,sheexplainedmatterstoKingEnma,"Ihavelostmybodyand

thereisnoplaceinwhichtosettle."KingEnmatoldherthatsincethe

bodyofKinumeAstillremaincdyettobccremated,sheshouldenter

thatbodyandretu.rntolifヒ.Thus,thespiritofKinumeBenteredthe

bodyofKinumeA,whilethespiritofKinumeAstayedwithKing

Enma.SeeingthecombinedpersonofKinumeB(spirit)andKinumeA

(body), .theparentsofKinumeAconsideredhertheirowndaughter,

whilethcparentsofKinumeBdeniedthatshewastheirchild.

Gradually;however,thenewKinumemadeupofA(bodγ)andB(spirit)

wasabletoexplainmatterstoallanddispelmisunderstandings,andthis

newwomaninheritedthewealthofallfburparentsandbothhouses.

Thctaleconclu.desthatthemeritofmakingoffヒringstospiritsand

demonswillinevitablycometof}uition.

Inthistaleofretu.rntolifヒ,whichwastheKinumewhoactually

died～AndwhichofthetwoKinumesreturnedtolifと ～Inthiscase,itis

probablymeaninglesstoask.Thisisbecausethecentralfbcusofthetale

liesinthetensionbetweentwopossibilitiesofthcwanderingspirit:the

movementinthedirectionofdeath(mooringinhell)andmovementin

thedirectionoflifヒ(returntoli甸.KinumeB'schances飾rretu.rntolifと

arethreatenedbytheloss(cremation)ofherownbody;butresuscitation

becomespossiblewhenKinumeAsyetuncrematedbodγisfbund.Here,

thecrisis一 丘11edsenseoftensioniswellevoked.Thus,itisclearthatthe

bas玉cmotifofthistaleisthewanderingspirit'srevivalorrestorationto

thephysicalbody,butatthesametime,itisalsoimportantthat

cremationofthedeadbodyisputfbrwardasanobstructiontothe

possibilityofsuchreturntolifと.Forthisreason,itisimpossibleto

ignorethespecialcharacterofthistale.Thatis,inordertoengagethe

problcmofcremationinconjunctionwiththemotifofthereturntolifヒ
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ofthewanderingspirit,thetalemustinvolvetwocharacterswiththe

samename.

Itiscommonlアpointedoutthattheearliestwrittenrecordrelating

totheoriginsofBuddhist-stylecremationinJap3ndatcs丘omMonmu

文 武4(700),thirdmonth,whenthemonkD6sh6道 昭diedandwas

cremated(5乃o々 〃 加 加 ㎏ ゴ続 日 本 記).Cremationasareligiousmanncrof

thedispositionofacorpsewasimportedfromChinabyBu.ddhist

monks.Thus,therecordofD6sh6'scremationinMonmu4holdsa

symbolicmeaning.Thisdoesnotnecessarilymean,however,thattherc

wasnocustomofcremationinJapanbefbretheimportationof

Buddhism.:Forexample,KakinomotonoHitomaro柿 本 人 麻 呂(7ti1-

8thcen.)composedapoemontheoccasionofthecremation(γ 漉 ゴん卿 万

火 葬)ofthemaidenofHijikata土 形atHatsuseyama泊 瀬 山(福4η ンδ∫勿

III:428),andwhenthemaidenofIzumodrownedanddied,he

composedtwopoems(〃;4η ン〃5勿III:428,429)onhcrcremationat

Ybshino吉 野,oneofwhichrcads:

Inthemou.ntains,

thechildofIzumo

lsmlst

dri丘ingatthepcak

ofMt.Ybshino.

ノ4伽 η・叨卿/伽 叨・η・ ・々吻 〃4伽 伽 解ノ4

%∫伽 ・η・ノ跏4〃 ・/卿6〃 ゴ伽46伽

Therearenumeroussuchexamplesintheearlyliterature.Moreover,

itwasacommoncustomwidesprcadinancientsocietiesfbr盒reand

smoketobercgardedassymbolicofspirits,andJapanwasnoexccption.

Firewasnotonlyaprotectivedeviceagainstspirits,butitalsoservedto

guidethespiritsofthedeadandofgods,andwasanimportantreligious

meansfbrthepurificationofde創ement.Thetorchthataccompanied

丘lneralprocessionsevenservedasguideinvitingthedeadspirittothe

burialground.16
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Inviewoftheabove,itisclearlydifnculttodeterminewhetheror

notthecremationofthebodyofKinumeBrecordedinthetalcabove

reflectsBuddhistfuneralpractices.Thetale'smajorthemeofthe

separationandunionofbodyandspirit(orofreturntolifヒ)fbrmsa

warpintowhichcrossthreadsofthenotionofcremationofthecorpse

havebeeninterwoven,creatingavividande麁ctivedesign.Moreover,at

thepointsofintersectionstandsKingEnmaoftherealmofdarkness.In

otherwords,reflectedinthesceneistheconceptionoftherecompense

ofhell,sothatitispossibletoconsi(lerthecremationofthebodyof

KinumeBalsointhecontextofBuddhistritual.Thenarrativecreation

ofKinumcA-Bappearstosu.ggcstastateinwhichthemotifofthespirit

rcturningtolifとandthecustomofBuddhistcremationhavebeenfhsed

t・gethCL

AnothersignificanttaleisfbundinVblume3,Thle38:"Onthe

AppearanceofGoodandEvi10mensWhichWereLaterFollowedby

TheirResults."Thistaleisactuallydividedintotwoparts.Inthefirst

part,thecompilerKeikaiassertsthatportentsprecedeoccurrencesof

goodfbrtuneormisfbrtune,givingexamplcsf}omhistoricaleventsand

hisownexperience.Inthelatterpart,hespeaksofstrangemovements

andappearancesofhcavenlybodiesasbadomensandrelateshisown

experienceofmysteriousdreams.Inaddition,Keikairelatesthatafter

peculiarbehaviorofanimalsandinsects,hissonorhorsedied.

Particul3rlyinthelatterpartofthetaleKeikairecordsautobiographical

remarksandreflections,givingvaluaもlccluesabouthimselfasaperson.

Asawholc,thisisanimportanttalethatconciselynarratestheprinciplc

andtheconcreteworkingofcausalrccompense.Hcre,letustakeupin

moredetailthecontentofKeikai'sown"dreamcxperience,"fbrjustasin

thetalediscussedabove,weBndherethatthethemeofthecremated

bodyandthcspirit(砌 〃24∫痂)wanderingapartf}omthecorpseisagain

describedwithastrangelygrotcsquetouch.

Onthenightofthcseventeenthday;thirdmonth,Enryaku7(788),

Keikaihadadreamofdeath.Hehaddied,cordsoffirewoodwerepiied,

andhisbodywasbeingburned.Lookingclosely;heseesthatbesidehis

corpsehisownspiritisstanding.Henotices,however,thathiscorpse
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doesnotburnaswellashewouldlike.Sohisspirittakesabranch且nd

skewershisbody;turningitwhileitbums,sothatthclegs,knees,loint

bones,fbrearms,andheadareallconsumcdandbitbybitcrumbleand

長Ul.Hisspirit,whichhadbeenwatchingoverthecremation,丘nallytries

tospeaktosomeonestandingnearby,buthecannotbeheard.Then

Keikaithinkstohimsclfinthedreamthat,且 丘erall,thespiritsofthe

deaddonotmakesounds,sootherscannothearthem.

A丘erwakingf}omthedream,KeikaiwondershQwthcoutcomeof

thisdreamwillbemanifとst.Perhapshewillbeblessedwithlonglifと.

PerhλpshewillbegivenanofncialrankHedecidestowaitandsee.

Keikai'srecordofthisdreamexpcrienceclearlyindicatesthe

characterofhisconceptionofthehandlingofhisowncorpseafヒerhis

death.IfthedatingofEnry2ku7fbrthedreamisaccurate,theneighty-

eightyearswouldhavepassedsincethetimeofthcBuddhistcremation

ofD6sh6.Wema狛there飾re,assumethatthemethodofcremation

depictedinthedreamreflectsthchandlingofcorpsesbascdonBuddhist

cremationpractices.Withinthedream,howcver,itisKeikai'sownspirit

thatwatcheshisbodyburn,andthetalenarrativedoesnotdescribethe

concretefigureofthespirit.Theeventsofthedre3marerelatedas

thoughanother"personality"wereatthesideofthecorpse,butsincethe

spiritdoesnotpossessafbrmorshape,eventhoughitm衾ybeadefinite

existehce,ofcourseitisnota"person."Therearecontradictory

expressionsandpsychologicalhesitationinthispassage・andperhapsfbr

thisreasonsomewhatawkwardexpressionssu.chas々oη ∫〃 η 魂 神and

∫〃 〃∫〃 廐 神 識apPeartorefとrtomattersofspirit(碗 〃z4∫肋)・

Inthistale,KeikaiemploアedtheratherfancifUlnotionofhisown

spiritwitnessingthescencofthecremationofhisownbodyinorderto

makeallthemoreconspicuousthevividcontrastbetweenbodアand

spirit丘omthetimeofdeath.Whenweconsiderthatthisdualistic

contrastbetwcenspiritandbodyisactuallアcompletelyunrclatedto

Buddhistdoctrinalthinking,itispossibletosurmiscthatthe

conscious血essofKeikaitheBuddhistmonkisdeeplyimbuedwithpre-

Buddhistnativenotionsofbodyandmind.Becauseitisadream

experience,allthemoreitappcarstosharplydelineatearealitγinthe
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deepstrataofconsciousness.

Theproblemdoesnotendhere.Thedramaintheguiseofadream

treatingthespiritandbodyintherealma丘erdeathwas,fbrKeikai,set

upasastage長)rapredictionthatwou.ldbringhimlonglifとorof6cial

rankHereaninterpretationintermsofBuddhistsalvationiscompletely

lacking.ThenotionofretributionorrecompensethatHowsthrough

左γ∂珈asawholcturnsonmechanisticcausalrelationshipsthatlack

interiormotivation,andissupportcdbアathis-worldly}materialistic

interestinbenefitsanddisadvantages.Preciselybecauseofthis,itwasa

naturalconclusionfl)rKcikai.Ifthisisso,consideringonlythistale,

Buddhism'sculturalimpactonKeikaiappearssolelyinthepurely

phγsicalthemeofcremation,andthedeepeningofasalvi丘cmeaningis

stilltoagreatdegreeheldinsuspension.

Thefinalexampleofataleinvolvingtheperplexity,orthedrif辷,of

aspiritmourningits"landlord"(itsbody)isoneweh盆vealsoconsidered

above,Vblume3,Ti」e36,"OnReceivingaPenaltyfbrBuildingaLower

PagodaandTlkingDowntheBannersoftheTヒmple."

FuliwaranoasonNag且te,thesecondsonofFusasaki房 前and

MinisteroftheLe丘,dieshavingcommittedevilactstowardBuddhism

andgoestotheplaceofKingEnma.Asrelatedabove,hissonIeyori

laterfallsilland,possessedbアaspirit,describesthesufferings

expcriencedinhell.Tbcontinu.ehere,thespiritofNagatestatesthe

長)llowing.Enmゴspalacesuddenlyfillcdwithsmoke.WhenEnmaasked

whatwashapPening,thereplywasthatattendantmonks(々4ψ γ∂z喫 戸

看 病 禅 師)hadgatheredaroundtheailingIeyoriseekingtoextendhislifと,

andwhenoneofthemof陀redspellsandprayerswhileburningincense

onhishand,thesmokcsoonpermeatedintothcpalaceofhell.Hearing

this,KingEnmaimmediatclγpardonedNagateandreturnedhimtothis

world.Bu.t,helaments,hisbodyhasalreadアdisintegratedand,having

nowheretoabide,hedri丘sintheroads.

Nagate'sspiritisaghostorspiritofthedeadthathasundergone

suffとringinthepalaceofKingEnma.Thisdepartedspiritisstillan

unstableex董stencethathasyettoattainsalvation;hence,intheworldof

thelivingalso,itcannotceasef}omcmittingsignalsofdangeLPassing
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betweenthelandofthedcadandthelandoftheliving,itcommunicates

infbrmationabouttheworldofdeathtothoseintheworldoflifヒ.Ihave

alreadystatedthattheconditionofpossessionharborsthischaracterin

itsbackground.Thefirsthalfoftheprescnttalcfbcusesonthescencof

thepossessingofhissonIeyoribythespiritofNagate,andmaybesaid

topresentatypicalcaseoftheaspectofsuchspiritpossession・By

contrast,thesecondhalfmaybesaidtosuggesttheaspectofthe

dispossession(orecstacy)ofthcspirit.Viewedintermsof

correspondenccswiththcfirsthalf;thesecondhalfdescribesthespiritof

Nagatethathasseparatedandwandcredawayf}omthcbodythathad

beenhisand,havinglostitsshelteringPlace,dri丘saboutintheaiLTb

graspthistaleasaunity;wemayfbcusonthesingledimensionof

possessi6n.Nagate'sdeadspirit,however,whilepossessinghisson,also

lamentsthefactthathisownbodyhasbeendestroyedandthatthereis

noworldfbrhimtoreturnto.Here,themotifofpossessionandthe

motifofdeathasthedispossessionofthespiritaremingledand

interfhsed.

Tbassumeadiffヒrentpointofviewandapproachthetalef}omthe

perspectiveofthenarrativepatternofthetwodaughtersnamedKinume,

itisalsopossibletograspthesccneasastrugglebetweenthedeadspirit

ofNagateandthelivingspiritofIeyorioverthesinglebodyofthelatteL

ThebittcrlamentofNagatesuggeststhissituation,andinfact,

丘)llowingthelogicofthcKinumetale,itmaybeimaginedthat,were

Ieyorinotsavcdbythespellsandprayerssaidoverhim,KingEnmamay

havepermittedthefatherNagate,whohadalreadylosthisownbody;to

takeresidenceinthebodyofhissonIeyori.Inotherwords,ifwe

reinterpretthetaleofNagate-lcyoribytyingthemotifofpossessionto

thedesirefbrreturntolifとofNagate'sspirit,thenwefindalmostthe

identicalstructureasinthetaleofthetwowomennamedKinume.One

minordiffとrenceisthatthetalestatesonlythatNagate'sbodyhas

』readyperished;whetherthatentailed,asinthecaseofKinumeandin

Keikai'sdream,theburningofthecorpseincremation,isunclear.

Nevertheless,giventheothercxamples,thepossibilitythatcremation

wasassumedapPearsstr・ng.
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Finally;itisnoteworthyregardingtheproblemofthetreatmentof

thecorpsebycremationthatthcdistinctionbetweencremationand

burialofthecorpsehasanimportantmeaningregardingtheviewofthe

spirit.Tbdisposeofthecorpsebycremationimplies,inprinciple,the

notionthatwithdeaththespiritdepartsandseparatesf士omthecorpse,

orelseitselfdies.Bycontrast,thecustomofburialandofmaking

offヒringsatagravesitesuggeststheideathatthcspiritiswiththebody;

andthccxpectationthatthespiritofthedeadtakesloyintheof琵ring.A

comparativetac亨maアbesuggestive長)rourconsiderationshere.Ide

Takashi出 隆discusscstheviewofthcsoulorspirit(psyche)amongthe

Greeksbe丑)reSocrates.Intheancicntview;upondeathanindividual

exhaleshisHnalbreath,andtheperson'sdeadspir玉tresidesneartheplace

oftheburialofthecorpse.:Later,inHomerandamongtheAchacans

whoscbelief乙heexpresses,perhapsbecau.setheircommonpracticewas

cremationratherthanburia1,itwasbelicvedthataperson'spsychedid

notabidcwiththecorpsebutseparatedf}omitanddesccndedinto包n

undergroundrealm.AccordingtoIde,theAchaeans,havingacustomof

cremation,developedanotionofthespiritwanderingtotheother

world,butin亡hesouththerewasa魚rolderculture,theMicean,which

practicedburial,andwhichmaintainedabcliefthatthepsycheremains

attheplaceofburia1.17

Thenarrativcpattcrnbascdontheseparationofspiritandbody

seeninallthreeexamples丘omゆ ∂謝thatwchaveexaminedabove

appearstobeassociatedwiththeassumptionofthetreatmentofthe

corpsebycremation,thu.sdisplayingacommonalitywiththethinking

manifヒstedintheancientGreekviewofthespirit.Intheexampleofthe

taleofKeikai'sowndreamexperience,hisspiritwatchesoverhisburning

corpsewithintenseanxiety;butthisdocsnotmeanthatthespiritis

eternallytobeatthccorpsc'ssidc.Rather,thetaleseemstosu.ggcstthat

a丘erthccremation,thefateofthespiritwillbetojourncytoadistant

realm.
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Aswehaveseenabove,inthecasethatthespiritseparatesf}omthebody

andjourney・stootherrealmsortodeath,howitsbodyistreatedisa

majorconcernfbrthespirit.1£du.ringthespirit'sλbsence,thebodyis

crematedorotherwiseinjurcd,thespiritlosesthelocustowhichit

mightreturn.Inthcancientbeliefintheseparationandunionofspirit

andbody;themostdangerousprcdicamentis島ronedimensionofthe

dualism-thatis,thcphysicalbody-todisappeaLThethreetalesdis-

cussedabovefbrthrightlyexpresstheancients'apPrehensionregarding

thiscrisis.

Inthiscase,whatsortofdefとnsivestategymightbedeviscdinorder

toavertsuchadanger～Thisproblemwasofvitalandurgentconcernnot

onlytothecompilerofゆ ∂彡々 ガ,buttothepeoplcwhoactuallylivedin

andmaintainedtheworldoftheや ∂謝tales.Theresultofthesearchfbr

asolutionwastheadoptionofsymbolicritesbasedontheconceptionof

thereturntolifとofthewanderingspirit.Itwasthcthinkingbywhich

thedispossessedspiritthatseparatedf士omitsbod)ろbyfbllowinga

previouslydetcrminedpath(thespiritpath)andbybeingguidedbyits

ownthreadofcausationandbytheproceduresofmythicalrites,was

abletoreturnagaintolifとinthisworld.

Thetaleofthewanderingspirit'sreturntolifとtypicallアincludes

twostructuralelements:theritualtreatmentofthephysicalbodyto

whichthespiritistoreturn,andthenarrative,bytheresuscitatedspirit,

ofthemystcriousexperiencesduringitssojourninotherrealms.

Concerningthefbrmer,itwasthoughtthata丘crthespirithaddeparted,

thcphysicalbodyrcmainedinastatejustbefbredeath,acondition,of

temporarydcathormockdeath.Inthiscondition,thebodγwasavessel

fbrreceivingtheroamingspirit.Theritualactivityof叨o即7ノ 殯re且ects

suchthinkingconcerningmockdeathandthebodyasavesseltoreceive

thespirit.

Bycontrast,themysteriousnarrativerelatingexperiencesinother

realmsassumestheintellectualreconstructionofimaginaryworldssuch

as狗mi,thepalaceofKingEnma,andhells.Itisrootedinthcmotiveof
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seekingtoprove,throughmechanicalcausalassociations,thatthe

supernaturaloccu.rrencesthatariseinsuchaworldpossessaprophetic

powerregardinggoodandillfbrtunefbrtheactualworldoftheliving.

Inotherwords,theritualactsofprophesメrepentance,andredemption

ofevilareestablishedthroughthemediumofasojourninotherrealms

byaparticularwanderingspirit.The丘1nctioningofthedispossessed

spirit量sawaveoflightthatdispelsatastrokethemeshesoftheobscure

netofcausationcastoverthespacebetwcentheliving(thisworld)and

thedead(theotherworld).Thus,theim3ginarγworldspreadoutbefbre

theeyesofthewanderingsp五ritisdepictedwithconcretenessanddetail,

andinresponse,themotivesofrepentanceandredemptionofevilare

renderedallthemorevivid.

Inthisway;wemayunderstandthethemeof叨o即 万asaproblem

ofthetrcatmcntofthephysicalbodythatismovingtowarddeathinthis

world,andbycontrast,thethemeof"theotherworld"asaproblemof

thepsychologicalreinterpretationofthcspiritmovingtowardlifとinthe

supernormalrealm・Inparticular,intreatingtheworldofや δ珈,we

shouldnotethatwhilcthcβrstthemeof〃zo即7ゴhasitsoriginsinthe

characteristicbelief奪oftheearlyJapanese,thesccondthemeofthe .view

oftheotherworldinvolvestheminglingofaBuddhistcosmology

importedf士omabroad.Hcre,characteristicbeliefもinspiritsλnd

importednotionsofotherworldsoverlappedandcombinedinafbrmof

Sアncretlsm・

Above,Ihavesketchedsomeissuesinthef}ameworkofourcentral

topic,thetalesofrevivalorthespirit'sreturntolifセ.Below,Iwill

investigatetheseissuesfUrtherb>ztakingupthevarioustypesoftalesin

価 ゴ々 ゴ.

や ∂癒compriscs116talesintotal(Vblumelincludesthirty-five;

Vblume2,fbrty-two;andVblume3,thirty-nine).Ofthese,fi丘eentales

treatthethemeofthewanderingspirit'sreturntoli麁:Vblume1:5,30;

Vblume2:5,7,16,19,22,25;Vblume3:9,22,23,26,30,35,37.

Thisis13percentofthewhole.Itisimpossibletodeterminethelevelof

importanceofthetalesofrevivalintheentireや ∂癒simplyonthebasis

ofnumbers,butwhenwebearinmindthat,asstatedinthefhlltitle,the
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collectionasawholewasmeanttoillustratethethemeofcausal

recompenseinthisworld,thenthefactthatthemotifofreturntoli麁

丘omtheotherworldiscentraltorρorethanatenthofthetalesissurely

nOtinSigni丘Cant.

Tbbegin,letuslocatethemajorissuebyturningtoVblume3・Thle

9,"OnKingEnma,Mani色stingaMysteriousAppearance,Encouraging

aPersontoPracticeGood."Dur垣gthereignofEmpressSh6toku称 徳,

FujiwaranoasonHirotari藤 原 朝 臣 広 足becameill.Ontheseventeenth

dayofthesecondmonth,Jingokeiun神 護 景 雲2(768),inordertocurc

thedisease,heenteredamountaintempleinYamatoprovincc,keeping

theeightpreceptsandobservingabstinences.Oneday}however,he

collapsedfacingupwardandhisbreathingceased.Hisattendant,in

shock,returncdtohishomeandexplainedmatters,whcreupon

Hirotari'srelativesimmediatelybeganpreparationsfbr〃20望7彡.Three

dayspassed.Goingtothetemplc,thefamilyfbundthatHirotarihad

returnedtolifヒ.Inresponsetotheirquestions,herelatedhowhehad

beensummonedtoKingEnmゴspalace,andtherehadareunionwith

hiswifと,whohadalreadydepartedf}omthisworld.

Hetoldthemth3tKingEnmゴsmessengerh且dcomefbrhim.The

whiskersonhischeeksgrewupward.Heworeredrobes,andoverthat

armor,andborearms.Hes3idthattheKing'sofncehadcalledfbrhim,

Hirotari.Then,withthreeguardsarou.ndhim,theyallsetoffAfヒer

goingfbr飢ime,theycamcuponadeeprivcrThewaterswereblack,

andtheflowhadstopped.Fordingthcriverfbllowingthemessenger,he

cametoabrightlylitpavilion.ItwastheKing'soffices.Onentering,he

sawthatjeweledblindswerehung,andonthefarsidesatthegreatKing

Enma,thoughhisfacecouldnotbeseen.Thel(inglistenedtothereport

ofthemessenger,thenmovedtheblindslightlyとHeasked,"Doyou

knowthepers6nstandingbehindyou～"TUrning,Hirotarisawhis

長)rmerwi色.Shehadbeenwithchild,butcouldnotgivebirthanddied.

Hirotariansweredthatitwascertainlyhiswifと.Thekingsaid,"Becausc

shediedinchildbirth,thiswomanmustundergosixyearsofpain,butof

thesethreeyearshavepassed.Sinceyoua.1sohaveresponsibilityinthe

deathinlabor,youmustundergotheremainingthreeyearsofpain
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togetherwithyourwifヒ."τbthat,Hirotarianswered,"Iwishinstead ,fbr

thesakeofmywifヒ,tocopythe∠o云 〃∫5〃 孟勉andmakeof罠rings,thus

s3vingherf卜omthesuffとring."Hiswifヒwasalsoinagreementwiththis

request,andthekinggrantcdit,permittingHirotaritoreturntoli麁in

thepresentworld.Whenitcametimetoreturn,heaskedthenameof

thegreatking,whosaid,"IamKingEnma.Inyourland,Iamtheone

knownasBodhisattvaJiz6地 蔵 菩 薩."

Thus,Hirotarirelatedthestoryofhissojourntotheotherworld,

andashehadpromised,hecopiedtheZ碗 ∫5〃 吻andmadeoffとrings

飴 ・th・ ・ak・ ・fhi・wi免wh・h・ddi・d・nd・hussav・dh・ ・ 倉・… 麁 ・ing

fh・therpain.

Inthistaleofreturntolifと,weseeclcarlyhowimport且ntan

assumptiontheconceptoftemporarydeath(here,〃20即7∫ 喪.殯)istothc

talestructurethatleadsfbmajourneytotheothcrworldtoareturnto

lifと.Further,inthenarrativeoftheotherworld,thereisavaluable

statementthatKingEnmaisthesameasBodhisattvaJiz6.Itindicatesan

earlyfbrmoftheJiz6faiththatdevelopedlatcL

Itischaracteristicof廼 δ;々;thatthethemeofof琵rings飴rthe

eliminationofsins,made長)rawifヒwhohadfallenintohell,should

emergeinanarrativcofajourneyintheotherworldandreturntolifヒ.It

isthepatternofdiscoveringrelativcswhoaresuffとringintheother

worldandrcturningtothisworldtodevotethemcrit丘omritualsfbr

theeliminationoftheirsins.Here,thepassagewaアthatconnectsthetwo

worldsofdarknessandlightisthctemporarycorpsetrans飾rmedby

嬲oμ7ノ.The叨o即 万corpseistheritualstageuponwhichdeathand

resurrection,orf記sedeathandrebirth,arerealized.

Inthisway;thctalesofretu.rntolifヒthatappearin衆 γδ彡々 ノall

assumetheconceptof〃20望7彡,butitisnotthatthistcrmisused

throughout.Inthecascofthctaleintroducedhere,Hirotari'srelatives

hearofhisdeathand"prepareitemsfbr〃zo即 γノ."Tbgiveanexampleof

othertalesthatrecordtheusageoftheterm"〃20即 γゴ,"thereisVblume3,

Ti江e22,"OnBeingRepaidGoodandEvilfbrCopyingthe五 〇魏 ∫5〃 吻

andfbrExploitingOtherswithHeavyScales."Itrelatesthestoryofa

mannamedOsadanotoneriEbisu依 田 舎 人 蝦 夷,ofShinano信 濃
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province,whosuddenlydiedinthelatterpartofthefburthmonth,

H6ki宝 亀4(733).Hiswifとandchildrcndiscussedthematterand

decidedthatsincehehadbeenborninayearofHre(ん η06丙),he

cannotbecremated.Agravewasbuiltandhewasle丘in"叨o即rゴ,"when

a丘ersevendayshereturnedtolifと.Thereasoninginthe'taleisthatsincc

"乃勿o～'indicatesfire
,βreshouユdbeshunnedandthere長)reacremation

shouldnotbeperfbrmcd,butthisisofcoursecompletelア 長mcifhl.The

初o即7彡thatoccursinthistaleshou.ldbeseenastreatmentofthecorpse

thatanticipatesajourneytotheotherworldandareturntolifと.

AnotherexampleisV61ume3,Tale23,"OntheImmediate

RepaymentsofGoodandEvilinRetumfbraVbwtoCopytheD4ゴ

加 〃砂 π 大 般 若andfbrtheUseoftheTヒmplePropertジ'Amannamed

OtomonomurajiOshikatsu大 伴 連 忍 勝ofShinanoprovinceearnestly

practicedthcBuddhistpathandbuiltatemplehall,buthewas

slanderedbypcopleofhisvillage,leadingtohisbeingbcatentodeathby

supportersofthetemple.His伍milγconfとrredtogetheranddecidedthat

sinceitwouldprovethemurder,thecorpseshouldbele丘uncremated.

Thus,theyselectedaspotfbrthecorpseand"placeditin叨o望7ゴ."A丘er

fivedays,however,Oshikatsureturnedtolifヒ.

Herc,叨oμ 万ritesareperfbrmedbasedontheneedfbrverification

ofthecorpse,buttheartificialityofthereasoningisthesameasinthe

previoustalc.Itisimpossibletoreachanimmediateconclusionbasedon

thesetwoexamplesalone,butatleastwemaytaketheτaledescribed

aboveassuggestingthattheperfbrmanceof〃20μ7ゴhadcometobefとlt

bythetalecomposertobeunnaturalwithoutaspecialreasonormotive.

Thisisevenmorethecaseifatthetimeofthetales,cremationasa

methodoftreatingcorpseshadalrcadybecomeageneralpractice.From

Keikai'sdreamdlscussedbefbrewemayagainconlecturcthestrong

possibilitythatcremationhadbecomewidesprcad.〃;o即7ゴherealsois

notproblemat三zedinitself;butratherisintroducedinanticipationof

thespiritwanderingtootherrealms,inordertorationalizethenarrative

oftheexperienceofthesojourn.

Finally,asataleinwhichtheissueof御oμ 万appears,thereis

Vblume2,Tale22,"OnthcStolenBronzeBuddhaWhichGavean
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ExtraordinarySignλndIdcntifiedaThief:"Therewasathiefwholived

inHine日 根districtofIzumi和 泉province.Duringthereignof

Emperorsh6mu聖 武,hestoleintoJin'eli尽 恵 寺templeinthedistrict

andtookabronzeBuddhistimage.Amantravelingdownaroadon

horsebackheardavoicecryingoutf}omsomewhereashepassedbyきHc

wastroubledbアit,andgoingbackandsearching,finallyascertainedthe

location.Hesentaretainertoinvestigatc,andlearnedthatabuddha

imagehadbeenlaidonitsback,andsomconewascuttingoffitsarms

andlegs.Hestoppedtheman,whoeventuallyconfとssedthatitwasthe

buddhaimageofJin'ejitemple,whichhehadstolen.onhearingofthis,

themonksandpatronsofthetemplerushedtothescene.Mendingthe

statue,theアagainenshrineditwithadornmentsonthealtaLThetale

states,"Themonkspurifiedapalanquin(吻 々o∫ん 、舉)toenshrinethe

brokenbuddha,heldatcarfhlintermentservice(〃zo即7のatthetemple,

andletthethiefgowithoutpunishment."Butpeoplecaughttheman

andsenthimtocourt,whichimprisionedhim.

Inthistale,thebuddhaimagethathadbeenstolenbythethiefwas

repaired,enshrined,andthena初oμ7ゴwasobserved.Inotherwords,the

damagedstatuewastreatedinthemannerofahumandeath.The

buddhaimagethathad"died"wasgivenafhneral(thatis,atemporary

intcrmentof御o即7ゴ)andtherebyitwasabletoreturntolifと.Thestatue,

thoughitmighthavebeendismembered,hadnotbeenburned,and

therefbreitwaspossiblefbrthe"spirit"toenteritoncemoreandfbrit

tobereturnedtoitsoriginalplaceonthealtarasthecentralobjectof

worship.Thus,toexpresstheprocessofthesimulateddeathandreturn

tOlifヒOfthebUddhaimage,itiSqU.iteapprOpriatethattheanalOgγOf

〃zoμ7ゴshouldbeemployed.Ofcourse,inthistalethercisnoaccountof

ajourneytotheotherworldbythebuddhaimage,butasanexampleof

amodifieduseofthenotionof〃20即 万,itisexceptional.

Aswehaveseenabove,ofthefifteenexamplesinゆ ∂癖oftalesof

returntolifと,onlyfburemploytheterm〃zo即7ゴ.Thisdoesnotmean,

however,thatthenotionof〃20μ アノisaltogetherabsentf}omtheother

examples.Eventhoughasceneofritualobservanceof初o即 万maynotbe

depicted,thercissomedevicecallingfbraperiodduringwhichthe
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corpseisnotcremated,takingthe長)rm,fbrexample,ofthespecific

instructionofthedeceased,arevelatorアmessage,orsomespecialhuman

decision.

InVblume2,Tale5("OnGaininganImmediatePenaltyfbr

Sacri丘cingOxentoaPaganDeityandtheMeritofGoodDeedsof

FreeingLivingBeings"),awealthγhouseholder,atthetimeofhisdeath,

instructshiswifヒandchildren,"Don'tcrematemycorpseafterIdic,but

keepit丘)rninedays."Hisinstructionsare丑)llowed,andaRerninedaγs

hereturnstolifと,recountinghissolourninthepalaccofKingEnrna.In

Vblume2,Tale7,themonkChik6智 光likewiseleavesinstruction,
"Wh
enIpassaway;donotcrematemycorpse,butletitremainfbrnine

days,"anda丘erninedaysherevives.Concerningthemeaningofthe

sojourninhellthatChik6experiencedぐluringthispcriod,thetalestates

initstitle,`Awisemanwhoabusedanincarnatedsageoutofenvy

visitedthepalaceofKingEnmaandexperiencedsuffヒringinhell."In

Vblume2,丁 烈e16,awealthyhouseholderofSanuki讃 岐provinccdies

andhisspiritdeclaresthroughadiviner(々4〃 跏 卿 う,"Don'tcremateme,

butleavemycorpsefbrsevendays."Aftersevendays,heawakens("On

theImmedi飢eRctributionofGoodandEvilBecauseofGivingNo

AlmsandFrceingLivingBeings").InVblumc1,Tale5,0tomono

Yasunoko大 部 屋 栖 野 古diesontheeighthday;twelf出month,ofthe

thirty-thirdyearofthereignofSuiko,andhiscorpseemitsafine

丘agrance.Thcemprcsscommandsthatthebodybeleftfbrsevendays,

andonthethird,hereturnstolifヒ("OnGaininganImmediateReward

長)rFaithintheThree丑easures").

Apartf}omtheaboveexamples,therearcalsocases甲herethereis

noinstructionle丘behindorrevelat五 〇nbythespirit,butinwhichthe

corpseisallowedtoremain長)racertainperiod.InVblumel,丁 装le30,

KashiwadenoomiHirokuni膳 臣 広 国diesonthefi丘eenthday;ninth

month,Keiun慶 雲2(705).HegoestothepalaceofKingEnma,and

a丘erpassingthrcedaysthere,isreturnedtolifと(``OnTakingOthers'

PossessionsUnrighteously;CausingEvil,andGainingaPenaltyShowing

anExtraordinarアEvent").Similarl>もinVblume2,Talel9,adevout

laywomanofKawachiprovinccdicswhilechantingthe1カ 〃'5π 砌
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(H4〃 砂4∫ ん 〃即 ∂般 若 心 経).ShevisitsKingEnma,anda丘erthreedays

returnstoli麁("OntheVisittothePalaceofKingEnmabアaWoman,

Devoteeofthe飾 〃'5勧 吻,andtheFollowingExtraordinarアEvent").In

Vblume3,Tale26,awomanofSanukiprovince,Tanakanomahito

Hiromushime田 中 真 人 広 虫 女,ispossessedofdeepgreed,buttakcsilI

andhasadreaminwhichsheissummonedtothepalaceofKingEnma.

Onwahngf}omthedream,sherelateshcrdreamexperienceandthen

dies.Aftersevendays,shereturnstoli長},buthalfofherbodyhasturncd

intoanox.Whenthelidofthecofnnwasopeneda丘ersevcndays,a

terriblestenchemerged,andf}omherwaistupsh6wasanox,withhorns

onherfbreheヨdandherhandstransfbrmedintooxhooves,whilef}om

herwaistdownshcwasstillinhumanfbrm.Inotherwords,shehad

undergoneatrans飴rmationintoaminotaurus,andshecontinuedto

livefbrfivedays,a丘erwhichshcdied("OnReceivingtheImmcdiate

PcnaltyofViolentDeathfbrCollectingDebtsbyForceandwithHigh

Intcrest").181nVblume3,Tale30,theagedmonkKankidiesandreturns

tolifとaftertwqdaysinordertoleaveamcssagefbrhisdisciples.A丘cr

twomoredays,heachievesagrandbirthinthePureLand("Onthe

MonkWhoAccumulatedMeritsbyMakingBuddhistImagcsand

ShowedanExtraordinarySignattheEndofHisLifと").

Further,inbothTi江es35and370fVblume3,thercisareturnto

lifとbutnorecordoftheprecisenumberofdaysbetween.InTale35,Hi

nokimi火 の 君ofHizenprovinceinT甜.kushidiesandreachesthe"land

ofEnmaヨ 炎魔,"butheissoonretumedtothisworldaspremature("On

BeingPenalizedfbrAbusinganOfncial'sAuthorityandRuling

Unrighteously").InTiUe37,amantravelstoChikuzenprovince,where

hesuddenlydics.HegoestothepalaceofKingEnmawherehcis

tormented,butduringthattimehecarefUllyobservesthecircumstanccs

ofpunishmentofapersonnearbylHereturhstolifヒf}omYbmiand

reportswhathehasexperiencedtotheadministrativeofficesinDazaifU,

includingthenameofthepersonsuffとringinhcll,Sahekinosukune

Itachi佐 伯 宿 禰 伊 太 知,JuniorFourthRank.Inthiscase,thepersonwho

returnstolifヒisnotthecentral丘gureofthctalcandremainsunnamed,

makingthisanunusualcxamplcasarcvivalstorylAnotherexceptional
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且ndcuriousstor)もVblume2,Tale25aboutthetwowomennamed

Kinume衣 女,cmploysthenotionofareturntolifeafterbeing

substitutedfbranother(``OntheFiend,MessengerofKingEnma,Who

AcceptedtheHospitaliワ ・oftheOne偽rWhomHehadBeenSentand

RepaidIt").

Abovewehavereviewcdtherevivaltalesthatdonotdirectlytouch

ontheissu.eof〃zoμ 万.Notableamongthemisthemotifofinstruction

bythedyingpersonorbyspiritmessagenottocrcmatethecorpse.Even

incaseswherethereisnosuchspecificinstru.ction,thereisclear

presuppositionthatthewanderingspirittravelingintheotherworldwill

returntothecorpsethatiskeptina砌 望7/conditionoftemporary

interment.Regardingtheperiodduringwhichthespiritwandersf辷om

itsoriginalbody;aspanofnineda)7satthelongesttotwodaysatthe

shortestindicatesthescopeofthe吻oμ7/periodinノ ウ∂ノ々 ゴ.Tヒ)beprecise,

thcrearetwocasesofninedays(Vblumc2,Ti∬es5and7);threecasesof

sevendays(Vblume2,Talel6;Vblume3,Tales22and26);onecaseof

丘vedays(Vblume3,Ti証e23);fburcasesofthreedays(Vblumel,Tales5

and13;Vblumc2,Talel9;andVblume3,Tale9);andonecaseoftwo

days(Vblume3,Tale30).Intheremainingfburcases(Vblume2,Tales

22and25,andVblume3,Tiオcs35and37),thenumberofdaアsisnot

clcarlyspecified.

Fromthese丘 丘eentalesofreturntoli免,itisclearthatinexplaining

thewanderingspirit'srevivala丘erasoloumintheotherworld,the

compilerconsideredthecustomof〃20即7彡passeddown丘omprevious

agesasamethodofthetreatmentofcorpsesasalogic且lf}amework.

Regardingnotionsconcerningthetreatmcntofcorpses,therewasa

gradualtransitionduringthisperiodtowardcremationinadditionto

burialtreatments,andinthiscontext,theconccptandpracticeof叨o即 γ;

wasconsideredef色ctiveandindispensibleasaconditionfbrthe

concretizationofthethemeofreturntolifヒ.Theissu.econcerning

御o即 万,however,isnotexhaustedinrclationtotheassociat量onwiththe

taleworlddepictedin1ウ ∂砲.Fortherevivaltalesof左 γδノ々 ガ,tobesure,it

isavitalpoint,butifwetakeabroaderperspective,andseektoviewthe

themeof〃zog〃 ノinrelationtoancicntbeliefヨorthecontactwith
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Buddhismasaimportedreligion,thenmorecomplexissuesarisein

relationtotheancientworldviews.Below;letusturntosomeofthesc

considerations。

5

ItapPearsthat,in.ancicntsocieties,thepassagebεLckandfbrthbetween

thisworldandtheotherworldwasquitef}eelアaccomplishedasakindof

mutualinterpenetrationthroughtheunrestrictedmovementsofthe

wanderingspirit,butthereoperatedherespontaneouslyaconceptof

rulesofprohibitionorreligioustabooregardingcommunication

betweenthetworealms.Ignoringorbreakingsuchtabooswouldcutofr

passagetotheotherworldormakereturnimpossible.Inや ∂癒,thecen-

tralfiguresinthevarioustalesofreturntolifヒwhoprovidednewsofthe

spiritrcalmwereofcourscconsciousofsuchtaboos,andtheirwitness

givesvaluableindicationsoftheearlybeliel色oftheJapanese.1」etuscon-

siderseveralexamples.

Vblume1,Talc30,whichwehavetakenupearlier,relatesthat

KashiwadenoomiHirokunidied且ndwenttoYbminokuni,the"land

ofyellowsprings"orlandofthedead.There,heencountershisdeceased

wifとandfatheLTbbegin,hefirstarrivesatTbnannokuni度 南 の 国(the

nameofanimaginarylandthatapPcarsinC肋4蟹 一伽 荘 子,butwhichis

takeninthetaletoindicateY)minokuni,thesiteofEnmゴscourt).

Therehehas3ninterviewwiththeking,whositsonagoldenthrone.

Thekingsummonsawoman,whoisHirokuni'sdeceasedwifヒ.Iron

nailspicrce丘omthetopofherheadthroughherbuttocks,andf}omher

fbreheadthroughherneck,and.h.erfburlimbsareboundwithiron

ropes.Hirokuniisaskedwhatsinshehascommittedwhilealive,andhe

answershedoesnotknowHisdeadwifとaddsthatshehas伍lleninto

hellbecausethehusbanddroveherf}omthehouse,makinghersubject

tothc麁elingofhatred.Theking,however,judgesHirokunitobcf}eeof

sin,andstates,"Ybuarereallyinnocent.Y)umaygohome.Iwarnyou,

however,nottotalkthoughtlesslyaboutthelandofthedead."Here,

Hirokunihashissinsoverlooked,butinexchangemustkeepsilent
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aboutYbminokuniafヒerhisreturntothelandoftheliving.

Thediscretioninnotspeakingopenlyaboutone'scxpcrienccsof

Ybminokuniisaritualconductbascdonasenseoffとarwithregardto

thelandofthedeadoraconceptionofdefilementconcerningtheworld

ofdeadspirits.191twasbelievedthattospeakofthccorrupt重onofdeath

orthedeadwasnoneothcrthantosullyoneselfwiththedefilementof

thespiritsofthedead.TheprohibitiongivenHirokunionhisreturnto

lifとf}omTbnannokuniwas3f}agmcntofaconceptualsystemrootedin

suchancicntbeliefも.Butofcourse,ifthosereturneestolifヒinfacthad

observedthetabooprohibitingtalkabouttheirexpcriencesintheother

worldofYbminokuni,wewouldnothavethetalesofsuchreviv』.As

indicatedinthetalesofreturntoli色inゆ ∂謝,thosewhocamebackto

lif6,throughreturningtobodiesthathadbeenin叨oμ7ゴ,allwithou.t

exceptiondiscussedtheirexperiencesindctail.Inotherwords,they

violatethetabooofthelandofdeath.Thus,paradoxically,this

understandingoftabooindicatesthatthetalesofreturntol玉fとcanonly

befbrmedsupportedbyanaw2renessofthed3ngerinviolatingthe

tabooofthelandofdeath.Thesituationofreturningtolifとf}omthe

worldofdeath,丘omtheverybeginning,harborsthecontradictionof

movingtowardtheworldoflifセwhileburdenedwithdeath.Aslongas

thisisso,thereturneecanneverbe丘ceofthethreatoftheboundless

darkncssth且tspreadsi耳thebackground.

Theissueofthetabooofthclandofthedeadisilluminatedmore

concretelyinthefbllowingexample.InVblume2,Ti蠱e7(mentioned

befbre),Chik6isbanishedtotherealmofdarknessbecau.seofthesinof

slanderingthevirtuousandrenownedbodhisattvaGy6ki行 基,andthere

hevisitstheHellofAbi阿 鼻.Hefirstexperiencesthescorchingheatof

hcllandsuf免rsviolently;butonthcpathcomesuponagoldenpavilion.

玉vomessengersguardthegatebyKingEnmゴscomm3nd.Chik6istold

thattheloftypavilionistheplaceofrebirthfbrGy6ki,whosearrival

theγareawaiting.ThenChik6isadmonished,"Eatnothingcookedwith

thefireofthislandofYbmotsu黄 竈.Returnquicklynow"Intheother

world,Chik6istaughtvividlythedif驚rencebetweentherealmofpain

(AbiHell)andtherealmofpleasure(goldenpavilion),andreflectingon
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hisconductinlif乙,whichwasappropriatetohell,heispermittedto

returntolifヒ.Atthatpoint,heiscommandedtoobservethetaboo

againsteatinganythingcookedwiththefiresofhellifheearnestly

desirestoreturntothisworld.

Theexpression"fbodcookedwiththefireofYbmotsu"(Y)motsu

乃6〃zo〃o)occursin1ウ δゴ々 ゴonlyinthistaleofChik6'ssojourninhe11,but

itisanancienttermthathasparallelsinκ ∂ゾノ々 ぬndA励oηgゴ.Tb

summarizetherelevantpassagein梅 珈,IzanaminoMikotogivesbirth

tothegodof丘reanddepartsfbr『Ybminokuni.HcrhusbandIzanagino

Mikoto,wishingtomeether,fbllowshertoYbminokuni.Thewi麁

desirestoreturnsomehowtothelandoftheliving,butitisalreadytoo

late,andshetellsherhusband:"HowIregretthatγoudidnotcome

sooneLIhaveeatenatthehearthofY)mi(Y)motsu乃6).Omybeloved

husband,howawesomeitisthatyouhaveenteredhere!TherefbreIwill

goanddiscussfbrawhilewiththegodsofYbmimydesiretoreturn.

Praydonotlookuponme!"

Izanamilaments,Wouldthatyouhadcomealittlesooner!Ihave

』readyeatenthefbodofYbminokuhi,andtherefbrecannotreturnto

thelandoftheliving.Shehasviolatedataboo,andtherebyHxedherself

intherealmofthedead.Shehasalreadybecomeliablefbramagicalact

thatcannotbereversed.Outofherintensedesiretoreturntothelandof

theliving,however,sheseekstoconsultthegodsofYbmi.Thesituation

isnearhopeless,andshetellsherhusbandatthispointhemustnotlook

atherbodyinherabsence.ButIzanagiheedlesslybreaksthistaboo,and

hediscoversthathiswifと'sbodyisinfヒste(lwithmaggots,anditsvarious

partshaveundergoneatransfbrmationintothunder.Thisisa

personi丘cationofthedefilementofdeath.Havingseenthetabooed

world,heispursuedbyagreatarmyofdeathdefilementsandevilspirits

(Y)motsu∫ ん 々o〃z8,Ybmotsu彡 加 ∫ノ).HereachesthelevelpassofY)motsu

(Ybmotsuん 徊∫4々4比 良 坂),whichfbrmsthcboundarybetweenlifヒand

death,andwithanimmenseboulder(`ん あ 廐 ηoゴz〃4千 引 の 岩),blocks

th6pursuers.Inthisway;heisabletoreturntothelandoftheliving.

ThenarrativeasrelatedinA%oη ∫加 勉disphysalmostthesame

structure.Thepatternofasojournintheotherworldandreturntolifヒ
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inthecaseofthestorアofIzanagiandIzanamidoesnotnecessarily

exhibitthe(lualisticoppositionofbodyandspiritthatwehaveseenin

talesofwanderingspiritsandmockdeathsinthecaseofや ∂ゴ々 ゴ.Further,

thepersonificationofthespiritofIzanamiinhersojournintheother

worldishighlyexaggerated,indicatingthestrongworkingofthe

intentiontoreprescntconcretclytheworldofdεathde創ementand

spiritsofthedead.Moreover,inthetaleinゆ δ珈,Chik6returnstoli色

withouteating"fbodcookedwiththeHresofYbmotsu,"butIzanamiin

theゆ ガ ゴ々and.〈 彦んoη ∫乃o ゴ々narratives,becauseshepartookofsuch丘)od,

wasunabletoretu.rntotheworldoflifヒ.Conccrningthispoint,the

働 珈and〈 励oη ∫乃o々ゴmyth,f}omtheoutset,isnotconceivedasatale

ofreturntolifヒwithIzanamiasmediatoLItisIzanagiwholourneアsto

theotherworldandreturnstotheworldoflifヒ,buthehasnotoncedied

andgonetotheotherworld;hencc,strictly・speaking,hisisnota

"
rcturn"toli免.Hcre,thclineofdemarcat1onbetweenli麁anddeathis

notsharplydrawn.Thecenterofthenarrativeistheterri句ingnatureof

theworldofdeathcommunicatedthroughthedescriptionofdemonic

figuresofthespiritsofthedead.Itdoesnotemploγthepatternofreturn

tolifヒ,inwhichthevisitorreturnstotheworldofthelivingwithnews

ofthedrea(1丘111andscape3Thethoroughgoingpersonificationofthe

deadspiritanddeathdefilementissuggestiveofthis.Thus,Izanami,the

heroineofthemγthin」 吻 謝and八%oη ∫乃o々ノ,byeatingofthefbodof

Ybmotsugivesrisetoauniqu.etaleofaspiritofthedead,whileby

contrast,Chik6,theherooftheゆ ∂癖tale,byabstainingfヒomthefbod

ofYbmotsu,fUlfillsthetλleofretumtolifヒ.

Izanami,whohaseatenoffbod丘omthehearthofYbmi,mustgive

uphopeofreturningtoIifdntheworldoftheliving;hence,the

problemofthemockdeathor〃zo即 万fbrheroriginalbody;towhichher

spiritmayreturn,neednotbcdevelopedinthelaternarrativeandis

outsidethesphereofconcernfヒomthestart.Thisdoesnotmeanthat,

a丘erherspirithasdepartedfbrYbminokuni,herphysicalbody・hasno

existencewhatsoeveLInY～)minokuni,thedeadspiritofIzanamigained

abodアsquirmingwithmaggotsandcoveredwiththunder,buther

corpse-body;bothinprincipleandexperientially;remainsinthisworld.
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Inthisconnection,wefindanilluminatingpassagein八%∂ η∫加 廐

ItisascntenceinavariantaccountconcerningIzanagi'spursuitof

Izanami:"IzanaginoMikoto,desiringtoseehiswi麁,reachedtheplace

of〃zog〃 ゴ."SeekingarcunionwiththedeccasedIzanami,Izanagi

immediatelywenttotheplaceof叨o即7ノ.Thisplaceisofcoursenot

Ybminokuniortheotherworld,butherplaceofburialinthisworld .

Izanagi'ssearchfbrIzanamitakesthefbrmofalivinghumanbeing

visitingYbminokuni,butgiventhatYbminokuniistheotherworld

whcredeadspiritsgo,thiskindofactisunreasonablefroma

cosmologicalperspcctive.Itisnotnecessarilyviewedasodd,probably

becau.seatthemythicstageof砺 謝andハ 励o刀 ∫乃o々彡,conceptionsofan

otherworldasadistinctdimensionhadnotyet丘111ydeveloped .Inany

case,whenweviewthenarrativeofthemythf}omtheperspectiveof

伍ithinwanderingspirits,itappearsmorenaturalthatIzanagi'sdesirefbr

reunionwithIzanami,ratherthantaldngthcfbrmofavisittoY)mino

kuni,leadstothesceneof初o即7ゴ,inanticipationofthemomentwhen

herwanderingspiritwillreturnandthemockdeathisresuscitated.In

thissense,thevariantaccountprovidedbyノ 〉訪oη ∫乃o々ゴregardingthe

visittotheplaceof繝o即7ゴisavaluablewitncss.Ifwerearrangethe

situationofthestrugglebetweenlifとanddeathinIzanamiinthelightof

thevariantaccount,itispossibletoviewherinthefbrmulaofatragic

spiritofthedead,whosepathtoresuscitationofthecorpsein叨o即 万has

becncuto仔throughthcactofeatingthefbodof丶bmi.Thisisprecisely

thecorrespondingandreversepatternofthecaseofChik6inノ ヒγ∂漉 ガ,

whoλvoidsthetλbooofeatingthefbodof「Y～)miandwhoisableto

returntohisownmockcorpseor叨o即7ゴ,whichhasbeensetinplaccfbr

nined3ys.Weseethat"eatingthe飾odofYbmi"and"叨o即7ノ"fhnction

asritualsymbolsindicatingthestructureofcrisisinthedistinctaspects

ofdeathandlifと.Concerningthis,itmayevenbesaidthatthetalesof

returntol量fdnゆ δ癒andthetaleofthespiritofthedcadinthemγth

of砌 ゴ々 ねnd八 励o〃 ∫加 々ねreinalmostper麁ctagrcement.

MotooriNorinaga本 居 宣 長assertedthatthereisadistinction

betWeenpUreanddefiled盒re.EatingfbOdOfYbmOtSU.nOkUni(YbmOtSU .

加g幼meanstotakefbodpreparedwiththedefiledβreofthelandof
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death,andthosewhoviolatethetabooagainstthiscanneverreturnto

theirownworld(働 ●∫々 ゴ伽).YanagitaKunio柳 田 国 男alsoadoptsthis

theorythatintheshintofaithofJapan,thereisadistinctionoftwo

kindsofHre,pureanddefiled.MatsumuraTakeo松 村 武 雄,howevcr,has

sharplycriticizedNorinagゴsinterprctationofYbmotsu加g砿andhas

arguedonthebasisofnumerouscxamplesf}omworldmythologiesthat

themotifofbeingunabletoreturntoone'sownlandbecauseofhaving

eatenelsewhereisexceedinglywidesprcad,butdoesnothavetodosolely

withadefiledworldsuchasthea丘crworldofdarkness,butalsowiththe

realmoffairiesandthepureworldofgods.AfterconsideringBabylonian

m)荏hology}inwhichthecreatorgodfbrbidsthe丘rstmanffomtaking

長)odintherealmofthegods,GreekmythologアinwhichPersephoneis

abductedtotherealmofHades,examples丘omFinnishmγthology;the

ancientScottishtalcoftheminstrelThomas,andothersources,he

concludesth盆tthcconceptofbeingunabletoreturntoone'sownabode

isbasednoτonnotionsofdefilementthroughingestingfbodofthe

underworld,butratheronfaithintheestablishmentofclose

relationshipsthroughthemagicalpoweroffbod.20

6

Wehaveseenthatthemotifof叨oμ7彡inthetalesofreturntoli色in

ゆ ∂謝standsinarelationofantagonismandtensionwiththeconceptof

tabooregardingthercalmofdarkness.〃;o即 万ritualsasasystem,how-

ever,inthecourseofhistory}graduallyunderwentachangeinmeaning.

Here,asanapproachtothisissue,IwillconsidcronefUrthercondition

indeterminingthecharactcrofthetalesofreturntolifdnや ∂珈.

Inthe丘 丘eentalesofrcturntolifヒin1ウ ∂ゴ々 ゴ,theperioduptothe

timethewan(leringspiritrcturnstothebodyinsimulateddeath-that

is,thepcriodof〃20即 γ彡一rangesf}omtwodays,attheshortest,tonine

days,atthelongest.ItisdifRculttodeterminethesignificanceofthis

lengthofthe〃zo望7∫pcriod,butwemayconjecturethatitinvolves

considerationofsuchconditionsastheactualputrefactionofthecorpse,

themeasurestopreventdecomposition,andtheeconomicburden
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incurredinmaintainingthe〃zoμ7ゴ 。Furthcr,itappearslikelythatthese

limitingconditionsnaturallydeterminedthescopeandperiodofthc

sojournintheotherworldbアthcwanderingspirit.Thus,thetimcspan

oftwotonincdaγsfbrthe〃20即 万periodmaγbeconsidcredtohave

beendeterminedbytheperiodallowedmutuallybythephysical

conditionsofthecorpseandthemythictimeofthewanderingspirit's

travelsintheotherworld.

The御oμ7ゴritualsareneithermerelyatemporaryabandonmentof

thecorpsenorarefinementofmortuaryexposure,fbritreflectsa

charactcristicanddistinctiveviewofspirits.Theperiodoftwotonine

dayswasdeterminedbyitsconceptionsandcustoms.Bythetimethe

chieftalesofreturntolifヒinゆ ∂珈werefbrmed,however,somemeasure

thatdeniedormodifiedthescconceptionsandcustomswasenactedby

thecourtbureaucrats.Weseeoneexampleofsuchameasurerecordedin

八%oη ∫乃o窺,the"RecordofK6toku"孝 徳,asadecreeofTaika大 化2

(646),third.month,twentア ーsccondday;Thisdecreeisknownasthe

Taikaedictonthesimplificationofmortuaryrites.Itisalengthyedict,

butitscontentsmaybedividedintofburtopics:

1.reductionofexpenses;

2・distinctionsinthescaleoffUneralsdependingonrank;

3・bur三alofcorpsesindetermincdgraveyards;

4.prohibitionofselfimmolation.21

UnderthesecondtopicofdistinctionsinthescopeoffUneralsaccording

torank,the丘)llowingregu.htionsarerecorded.

Whenordinarγpersonsdie,letthembeburiedintheground,

andletthehangingsbcofcoarsccloth.Letthcintermentnot

bedelayed長)rasingleda)乙 .、

Theconstructionofplacesoftemporaryinterment(叨o即7そ γ4)

isnotallowedinanycase,f}omprincesdowntocommon

people.
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Notonlyinthehomeprovinces,butintheprovincesgenerally;

letplotsofgroundbesetapartfbrinterments.Itisnot

permittcdtopollutctheearthbydispersedintermentsin
variou.splaces.22

Inthecascofthedeathsofcommonpeople,corpsesarctobe

clothedinroughrobesandburiedimmediatelylTheymustnotbele丘as

theyarefbrevenada)ろThus,f}omprincesdowntothecommonpeople,

theobservanceof〃20即 万isfbrbidden.Throughoutthecountryplaces

R)rthcburialofcorpsesaretobedetermined,andtheremustbeno

randomdispcrsalofdefilemcnts."Lettheintcrmentnotbedclaγedfbra

singledaゾ'correspondsinmeaningtothefbllowingprohibition6f

叨o即 アゴ.Thus,thisdocumentappearstobecle盆rlyadeclarationofthe

totalabolitionofthe吻o即 アゴrites,whichwererootedinthecharacteristic

viewofspirits.Itshouldhaverepresente(iach』lengebythedominant

authoritiestoatraditionalvaluesystemthathadfunctionedsince

ancienttimes.Intheprohibitionofobservanceof初ol解7∫ritcsf}om

princesdowntothecommonpeople,itindicatesthatatthetime,the

customof〃zo即7ガwasmaintaincdbyabroadspectrumofsocialclasses.

Wemustnotehere,however,thattheexpression,"食omprinces

downtocommonpeople,"excludesthecaseoftheemperor.Already

丘ombefbrethisperiod,elaboratestructuresfbr〃zoμ γ彡(knownas4御 ノ々

ηo〃 吻4殯 宮,where4勉 窺isanothertermfbr叨oμ7のwereconstructcd

onthedeathofanemperoLThefbllowingexamplesarefbundin八 励oη

∫乃o ゴ々.

The"RecordofIngy6,"丘fヒhyear[5thcen.],seventhmonth:

Therewasanearthquakc.BefbrethistimeTamadanoSukune,

grandsonofKazurakinoSotsuhiko,hadbeencommandedto

superintendthetemporaryburialoftheEmperorMitsuhawake.

Ontheeveninga丘crtheearthqu&ke,As・,Owarin・Muraji,

wassenttoexaminetheconditionoftheshrincoftcmporary

burial(〃20即7彡 ηo〃 勿4)。...TamadanoSukune,theHigh

OfRceroftheshrineoftemporaryinterment,wasnottobe
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seenatthetemporaryplaceofinterment.(1,317)

"Re
cordofBidatsu,"丘)urteenthyear[585],eighthmonth:

Thcemperor'sdiseasehavingbecomemoreandmore

invetcrate,hedicdintheGreatHall.Atthistimeapalaceof

temporaryintermentwaserectcdatHirose.

"RecordofS
uik:o,"thirtγ 一sixthyear[627],thirdmonthto

ninthmonth:

Theempressdiedattheageofseventy-five.Shewastemporarily

interredinthcSouthernCourt[ofthepalace]....Theritesof

mourningfbrthcempressbegan.Atthistimealltheministers

eachpronouncedafuneraleulogyattheshrincofthe

tcmporaryburial-placc.

"R
ecordofJomei,"thirteenthyear[641],tenthmonth:

9【hday:TheemperordiedinthcPalaceofKudara.18「hdaylHe

wastemporarilyinterrednorthofthepalace.Thiswヨscalled

the"greattemporarytomb"(∂ 〃20μ7のofKudara.

Further,regardingexamplesa丘crthepromugationoftheTaikacdict

discussedaboveonthereductionofmortuaryrites("RecordofK6toku")

therearethcfbllowing.

"R
ecordofTたnchi,"tcnthyear[671],twel丘hmonth

TheemperordiedinthePalaceofAfumi....Hewas

temporarilyinterredattheNewPalace.(II,299)

"R
ecordofTヒnmu,"Shuch61[686],ninthmonth:

Theempcror'sdiseasehavingshownnosignofabatement,he

diedintheprincipalpalace....Lamentwasbegunfbrhim,

andatemporaryburialpalace伽oμ7ゴ 〃o叨 卿)erectedinthe

SouthCourt.
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Inaddition,aheadnotein掘4〃 シ～雰勿records,onthedeathofEmperor

Tセnchi,"Twopoemsatthetimeofthegreat〃zo即 万(o叨o即 γz)ofthc

emperor"(II,151-152).

Evenifthecaseofthcempcrorwasrcgardedasexceptional,we

mustinquireintotheactualsituationinthecaseofprinccs.Theissucis

whetherobservanceof叨o望 万actuallyceasedinaccordwiththcTlika

edictonreducedmortuaryrites.Itisimpossibletoinvestigateconcrete

examplesofthescopewithwhichtheprohibitionof〃zoμ7/intheedict

wascompulsorarilycnfbrced,butbydrawingseveralexamplesf}om

掘4勿 励 払Vblume2,wemaynoteevidencethatcontradictsthenotion

ofeffヒctiveimplementationoftheTaikaedictoロreducedmortuaryritcs.

KakinomotonoHitomaro,whowasactiveduringthcperiod686-696,

approximatelyhalfacenturya丘erthepromulgationoftheedict,

composedalongPoem(6加 々4長 歌)andtwoenvoys(加 η々4反 歌)atthe

timeofthetemporaryenshrinement(〃2094万 〃o御 り4)ofPrince

Kusakabe(HinamishinomikonoMikoto日 並 皇 子 尊:)(II,167-169).He

alsocomposedpoemsinasimilar丘)rmaton"the叨oμ7彡 ηo叨 ウ4at

Kinohe城 上"ofPrinceTakechi高 市(II,199-201).Anexampleofthc

caseofaprincessmaybeseeninthesetofelcgieswrittenbyHitomaro

長)rthetemporaryenshrinemcnt(〃zo即7初o〃 勿 ノ4)atKinoheofPrincess

Asuk3(II,196-198).

Evenf士omtheseexampleswemaysurmisethatthoroughgoing

enforcementoftheTaikaedictonreducedmortuaryriteswas

impossible.Thisindicatesthercsilientpowerofthetraditionalnotions

ofthcwanderingspiritandof吻og〃 彡inrcsistancetothe7廊 曜 γδ

restrictionson,orrationalizationo£ 負neralrites.Wemustturnnext,

therefbre,tothelcvelofthe"commonpeople"thattheedictspeaksof

andaskhowthetrendseenabovewλsreccived.Concerningthis,the

revivaltalcs三nゆ ∂珈provideasignificantanswer,andtogetherwiththe

contra.dictoryevidencesecnin.ゆ ガ々ゴ,ノ>2乃oη ∫乃o々ノ,andノ 協4ηン房乃zZ,of長 〕r

valuableresourccsfbrconsideringthisproblem.

InVblumc2,Tale50f衆 γ∂謝,awealthyhouscholder(i・e・ ・a

commonperson),tellshis魚milywhendyingafteralongillness,"Don't

crem且temycorpseafterIdie,butkeepitfbrninedays・"InTale70fthe
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samevolume,Chik6(ofncialmonk),leaveswordashislif乙ends,"When

Ipassaway;donotcrematemycorpse,butletitremainfbrninedays."

Theseexpressions一"keepmycorpsefbrninedays"一whichpresuppose

ritesof〃zo即7∫,standinsharp.tensionandoPPositioninthoughtand

expressiontothedeliberateprohibition,"Donotleavethecorpscfbr

evenoneday;"oftheTaikaedictonreducedmortuaryrites.Thesetwo

revivaltalesf}omゆ ∂漉 ゴarebothrecordedascvcntsofthclateyearsof

EmperorTenmu.Iftheritualcontentsdescribedinthetalesandthe

periodastheeraofEmperorTヒnmuareinaccu.ratecorrespondence,

thenthe〃20μ 万period(ninedays)rccordedinthetalesbelongstoa

timeapproximatelyacenturyafヒertheTaikaedict.Evcnifweavoidfbra

momentdetermininganactualhistoricalperio(1,thegroupofrevival

talesinや ∂癖prcscrvescxamplesof3periodf}omtwotoninedaγsof

叨 ・μ 万ofsimulatedcorpses,andf}omthisalone,wemayconjecturethat

thereisastrongpossibilitythattheTaikaedictonreducedmortuary・

riteswasnotnecessarilystrictlyobservedontheIevelofthecommon

people.

Ifthisisthecase,wemustaskwhethertheregulations,"Letthe

intermentnotbedelayedfbrasingleday;theconstructionofplaccsof

temporaryintermcnt(叨o即7そ γ4)isnotallowedinanycasc,f}omprinces

downtocommonpeople,"weresimplyignoredasemptywordsafヒer

beingpromulgatedinT互ika2[646].

TheimperialproclamationofTaikaonfUneralpractices,insof査ras

itsoughttodecreasethesizeofgraves,deservesitsnameasthe"Edicton

ReducedMortuaryPractices."Further,itwasaperiodoftransitionwhen

theagcoflargeburialmou.nds(theKo丘mperiod)wasHn』lydrawingto

aclose,andtheattempttoregulatefhneralpracticcswassymbolicof

this.Atthesametime,thenewcustomoftreatingthecorpseby

cremationwasbeginningtospreadamongthenobilitγandthecommon

people.Wehavealrcadysecnthecustomofcremationappearingand

disapPearingbetweenthelinesoftherevivaltalesin・ 星γδ漉 彡,andthis

tendencyinthehandlingofcorpsesbegantosprea.drapidlyataboutthe

timeofthcedictonrcdu.ccdfhneralpractices.

Despitethiswidedi飾sionofthepracticeofcremation,however,
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theconceptandcustomof〃20即7彡 一likepracticesdisplaycdsurprising

persistcnceanddidnoteasilydisappeaLThisisclearf}omtheexamples

givenbefore,mngingfromprincestocommonpeople.The

documentaryevidenceisfragmentary;butitisundeniablethattherewas

widespreadanddeeplyrootedinterestinthetopicofthereturntolifセof

wanderingspirits,andregardingthis,theevidenceismorethan

f}agmentary;ChangesinthescaleoffUneralpracticesbroughtaboutby

institutionalreg;ulationdonotnecessarilysignifychangesinthe

understandingoffUneralsorofspiritsontheconccptuallevel.Through

acomparisonoftheedictonreducedmortu2rアritesinthe"Recordof

K6tok:u"衾ndthetalesofreturntolifセinゆ δゴ々 ゴ,wegainageneral

impressionoftheconcretctrendsregardingthisissuel

Wehavealreadyseenthatatacitcxceptionisreservedfbremperors

intheTaikaedictprohibiting〃zo即7ゴrites-fbrevcryonefヒomprincesto

thecommonpeoplc.AnexaminationofthefUneralritesfbrEmperor

Tenmuwillprovide&newperspectiveonthistopic.Isay"new

perspective"becausethescaleandperiodofthefhneralrites丑)rEmperor

Tセnmu.indicatedanewandepocalstandard,andinthemwesechow

the〃zo野 万ritesandtheBuddhistfhnerealproceduresthattransmitted

culturalfbrmsf}omtheAsiancontinentwercfusedinafbrmat

apPropriatefもrsendingoffthepersonageofgrcatestauthorityofthe

times.Iftherevlvaltalesof左 γδゴ々 ノexpress〃26卿 加7/644γthestruggles

betweentheBuddhistlawofcausationandtheearlierviewofspirits

withinthelogicofthetales,thefUncralritesofEmperorTとnmu,onthc

occasionofthedeathofthcmostpowerfUlfigureofthenation,wasthe

grcatobservancethatinactualitアsou.ghttobindtheritualknowledgeof

ofRcialmonkswiththeunbrokentraditionsofspiritpacincationofthe

imperialhousehold,mobilizingalltheconceptualandinstitutional

resourcesofthenationinthetreatmentofthecorpse.

RegardingthefUneralritesfbrEmperorTとnmu,theresearchof

YasuiRy6z6安 井 良 三includesvaluablesuggestions.Hisarticle,"Tヒnmu

tenn6nos6reik6,"fbcusesonpassagesof躍 乃oη ∫'ろoノ々relatedtotheritcs,

f}omtheemperor'sdeathtohisintermentattheOuchi大 内burial

mound,andanalyzesanumberofimportantissuesregardingtherites.23
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Yasui'sargumentpresupposesthatthefhneralritcsfbrEmperor

Tとnmuwerenotbasedonhisownactions,butontheconsiderationsof

hisconsort,EmpressJit6,buthealsorecognizesthatthcystronglyreHect

theintentionsofEmperorTヒnmuwhilealive.Thearticletakesupa

numberoftopics,bu.tthcimportantpointsfbrourconcernshcrearethe

長)110wingtwo.First,theperiodf}omTヒnmu'sdeathtohisintermentat

theOuchimoundwasovertwoyearsandtwomonths.Inotherwords,

the叨o即7/periodextendedmorethanrwoyears.Whenwecomparethis

withtheaveragelengthof脚 望7ゴofslightlymorethansixmonths

recordedinA励o〃 ∫乃o々ノ長)rothercmperors,weseethatTヒnmu.'s初o即7彡

wasabnormallylong.Yasuiattributesthistothefactthatthecrown

princewasnotγetinanadequateconditiontosucceedtothethrone,

andfhrtherpointsoutthatthcoccurrenceoftheinsurrectionofPrince

Otsuprobablycontributedasacause.Evenso,however,itmustbesaid

thatthis拿xtendedspanoftimeisaritualperiodthatf註rexceedsthe

e仟とctivcrangeoftheconceptof〃20望7ノ.

SecondistheassertionthatBuddhistriteshavebeenafnrmatively

andextensivelyincorporatedintothetraditionalfUnerealprocedures。

Restrictingourselvesto/W加 η ∫加 勉,thisadoptionofBuddhist

procedurcscannotbefbundinthefhneralritesofcarlicremperors.For

examplc,eveninthcfUncralofEmpressSuiko,whoinstitutedapolicア

ofpromotingBuddhism,thereisnoevidencethatBuddhistriteswere

pcrfbrmed,andtheTをikacdictonfhneralpractices,eventhoughit

apPearstobeinfluencedbyBuddhistfactors,includesnotasinglerule

relatedtoBuddhistrites.Rather,wefindinitregulationsinlinewith

ancientChinesecustoms.

Tbconsiderthesetwopointsofぬsui'sarticlef}omtheperspective

ofourconcernsinthischapter,thereemergesherethequestionofhow

theproceduresoftheelaborateritesofimportedBuddhismwere

incorporatedintothenativeconceptofthesimulatedcorpsethat

underliestheprocessofthedispossessionofthespiritanditsreturnto

li麁.Withintheworldoftalessuchasfbundin1ウ δゴ々 ゴ,theBuddhist

elementsfbmabroadaredepositcdasconceptualf}agmentsofritualin

thecreviccsoftheconductofdaily・lif℃,butbycontrast,inthefUncral
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ritesfbrEmperorTヒnmu,theyrather,assymbolsthatsacralizepower

andauthority;areexternalizedinadornmcntsasmuchaspossible,andas

linksinf～)rmalritualpatterns,areostentatiouslydisplayed・Letus

eXaminethiSCOnCretel)乙

Yasu.iextractedalltheitemsrelatedtoTヒnmu'sfUneralrites,

spanningtwoyearsandtwomonths,recordedin躍 加 η ∫加 々ノ,

assemblingthirty-oneentries.ThefirstrelatestoTヒnmu'sdeathin

Shuch6朱 鳥1(686),ninthmonth,ninthda)ろandthelastconcernshis

burialintheOuchimoundontheelevcnthday;elcventhmonth,second

yearofEmpressJit6'sreign(688)・ofYasui'sthirty-oneentries・ 鉦teen

relatet・ 叨 ・即7ゴ ・

Mourningbegan,andthe御oμ 万 〃o〃2加shrine丘)rtemporary

intermentwasconstructedintheSouthCourtγard(Shuch61

[686],ninthmonth,eleventhday;thirddaya丘erdeath)

〃loμ7ゴintermentinthcSouthCourtアard(ninthmonth,

twenty_fburthday)

Monksandnunsbeginlamentinginthe叨oμ7ゴcourt(〃20即7彡

肋 砌(ninthmonth,twenty-seventhday)

Monksandnunsmakelamentinthe〃20g〃 ゴcourt(ninth

month,twcnty-eighthday)

Theprince,accompaniedbytheministersandpublic

丘1nctionaries,proceedstothepalaceoftemporaryintermcnt

andmakeslament(Jit61[687],firstmonth,firstday)

Theprince,accompanicdbytheministersandpublic

丘lnctionaries,proceedstothepalaceoftemporaryintcrment

andmakeslament(Jit61,Hrstmonth,fi丘hday)

Anornamentalchapletisof艶redatthepalaceoftemporary

interment(Jit61,thirdmonthゴtwentiethday)

Theprincc,accompaniedbytheministersandpublic

丘1nctionaries,proceedstothepalaceoftemporaryinterment

andmakeslament(Jit61,fifヒhmonth,twenty-secondday)

Offとringsoffbodmadeatthepalaceoftemporaryinterment

(Jit61,eighthmonth,fi丘hday)
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Amaigreentertainmentisgivenatthepalaceoftemporary

interment(Jit61,ninthmonth,tenthday)

Theprince,accompaniedbアtheministersandpublic

丘1nctionaries,proceedstothepalaccoftemporaryinterment

andmakeslament(Jit62[688],丘rstmonth,臼rstday)

Acompanyofpriestsmakelamentatthepalaceoftemporary

interment(Jit62,丘rstmonth,secondday)

Anornamentalchapletisoffヒredatthepalaceoftemporary

interment(Jit62,thirdmonth,twcnty-secondday)

Offヒringsoffbodmade,andlamentraisedatthcpalaceof

temporary・interment(Jit62,eighthmonth,tenthdaア)

Theprince,accompaniedbγtheministersandpublic

fhnctionaries,aswellasbytheguestsf}omthef}ontierlands,

proceedstothepalaceoftemporaryintermentandmakes

lament(Jit62,eleventhmonth,fburthday)

Tbthcsccntriestreating

Ouchiburialmound.

吻o望7ゴ,Iwilladdthosedealingwiththe

Theemperordies(Shuch61,ninthmonth,ninthday)

Theouchiburialmoundisbuilt(Jit61,tcnthmonth,twenty-

sec・ndday)

TheremainsareinterredintheOuchimound(Jit62,eleventh

month,eleventhday)

We盒ndherethattheOuchiburialmoundwasconstructed

preciselyhal餅aythroughthetwoyear,twomonth〃20即7ゴperiod,orone

yearandonemonthafヒerTヒnmu'sdeath.Inotherwords,丘nalinterment

intheOuchimoundoccurredonlyafteranotheryearandonemonthof

extended〃zo即 万observance.Intherelatedentries,thereisnomention

whatsoeverofcrcmationandnohintofitsperfbrmance;hencc,during

thislengthγ 〃20μ 万periodsomesortoftreatmentoftheemperor's

corpseprobablytookplace,butnodetailsarerecorded.24

Yasuistatesthat,accordingtoハ 励oη ∫乃o々彡,whenanemperordied,
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thestru.cturefbrtemporaryinterment(〃zoμ7魏o〃 勿'4)wasconstru.cted,

musicanddanceswereoffとred,andritesofmourningwerepcrfbrmed.

Whcncompleted,thebodγwasinterredinaburialmound.ぬsui

fhrthernotesthat,duringthispcriod,thecentralritewastheoffとringof

praiseandlament(∫ ・ろ,ノノ20亅彡4≦ζo孟o言耒).

The∫ 乃勿o診 髦o勿wasoffヒredatthe澀o即7ガshrinebysuchpersonsas

ministers,∂ 叨%吻7大 連,princes,andsoon.Theypraisedthedcceascd

emperorandhispolicicsandsorrowcdathispassing;inthisway}they

renewedtheirawarenessofthecloserelationshipbetweentheemperor

andthemSelVeS.COnCerningthiStraditiOnalfUnerCalritUalOfmOUrning,

however,inthecaseofT6nmu'sfuneral,inthe∫ 乃魏o彡 ゴgo'oritual

perfbrmedinthe〃20即7ゴcou.rt,monksandnunsparticipatedandoffとred

lamentation(〃2勿6哭).AccordingtoYasui,theritualparticipationof

monksandnunsandtheiractoflamentationwasanewfヒature

completelyunseeninimperial負neralspriortoTヒnmu.Thecntryinthe

"R
ecordofTとnmu"concerningthelamentationofmonksandnunsin

the〃zo即7ゴcourtアardisthc丘rsthistoricalrecordofsuchapractice.

OntheoccasionofEmperorTヒnmu'sdeath,∫ 乃勿oん 客o孟o(necrolog)ろ

orself=depos玉tionordeclaration)wasconductedbytheimperialfamily

andcourtomcials,andinparallel,lamentationwasoffとredbymonks

andnuns.Thefbrmerconsistedofpoliticalmemorializationandthe

later,religious(Buddhist)mourning,andthesetwowcrefUsedinthe

observances.25Thiswassurelyanappropriateritualceremonyfbrthe

丘1neralofTヒnmu,whopossessedgreatpoliticalcharisma.Further,on

theonehan(i,∫ 乃勿o診 卸 孟o,throughbeingspokenasthoughtoaliving,

sacrcdbodyinfacingtheremainsoftheemperorin〃zo即 万,wasarituヨ1

actthatrecalledhisbenevolenceandachievements.Ontheotherhand,

lamentationfbrlifとthathadalreadγbeencompletelyandirrevocablylost

wasaritualactofmourningf}omthedepthsofasenscofimpermanence.

Thus,itisthenotionofsimulatedcorpsein〃20即7ゴthatisappropriateto

thepsychologi(:alritualspaceof∫ 乃勿o敏o勿remembrance,whiletheritual

structureofemptinessthroughcremationiscompatiblewith

lamentation.

Thus,theentireprocessofthefhneralritesfbrTヒnmuenacteda
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fhsionofthesecu.larmourningofremembranceandtheBuddhist

mourningoflamentation.Ifwetakeapsychologicalperspective,this

entailedanattempttouni句thecontradictorアelementsofthenative

conccptionofspiritsthatanticipatedthercturntolifヒofthewandering

spirit,ontheonehand,withthedenialofspiritsofBuddhism,which

graspedthevanishingofIi麁asimpcrmanence.Becauscthiswasaself=

contradictoryunion,intheactualityoftheconceptionandawareness,

thepsychologicalstruggleandtensionsurelydeeplypermeatedthe

mindsofthoscwhoadministeredtherites.Concerningthis,thedualistic

structurethatinfbrmedthefuneralritesfbrEmperorTヒnmuhas

intellectualandcultura豆pointsincommonwiththecomplexexposedin

thξrevivaltalesofノ ヒγ∂ゴ々 ゴ.

7

Wehavenotedearlierthatinthcpatternofthcrevivaltales,解o即7ガand

theotherworldfbrmtwoindispensibleelements.:Fromthcperspective

ofthewanderingspiritthattraversesoverandbackbetweenthesetwo

polesonauniquetrack,〃zo即7ガmightbesaidtocorrespondtothepoint

ofsummersolsticc,andtheotherworldtothewintersolstice.Thewan-

deringspiritrevivcdinthe御o即7ゴstate(thetemporarycorpse)returnsin

ordertoliveinthecontextofwarmlifヒ,whiletheshadowyspiritofthe

deadadri丘intheotherworldand長)llowingachillandlonelγpath,on

thewayofdeath,mustliveonlytowasteawayandsuf麁LThesolourn

丘omthesolstitialpointofsummertothatofwinterconsistsofthedead

spirit'stravels,2ndthccircumnavigationf}omthcsolstitialpointofwin-

tertothatofsummersigni丘esthereturntoli麁.

Uptothispointwehavcfbcusedontheelementsof〃20即7ガthat

appearinthevariousrevivaltales,and.onitsstructureandmeaning,

conductingourinvestigationf}omaparticu .lar,limitedperspective.

Below,letusgoontotakeuptheoppositepoleoftheotherworld.In

doingso,wewillbeabletograspthecompleteim2geofthetalesrelated

tothethemeofreturntolifと.

Theotherworldisnotsimplyarealmdistinguishedf士omthe
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presentworld,butaworldofadif驚rentdimcnsionfヒomthisone,

isolatcdf}omthisworldandtranscendingit;itmayalsobeamystical,

pantheisticworldthatindwellswithinthisworld.Thus,theremaybe

cosmologicsofdistinctstructuresofthisworldinrelationtotheother

world.TheheavensandhellsinthccosmologiesofChristianityand

Buddhismpossessthecharacteroftheotherworld_beingisolatedf}om

thisworldandtranscendingit-thathasaverticalstructure.Thisisclosc

tothefirsttypeofotherworld.Bycontrast,thenotionsofYbminoku.ni

黄 泉 の 国,Tbkoyonokuni常 世 の 国,orNenokuni根 の 国mani色sta

notionoftheotherworldasanextensionofthisworld,contiguouswith

thehorizonsofthisworldorjustbelowitssur魚ce.Thisisclosertothe

secon(1,pantheisticcosmologア.Inthiscase,by"pantheistic,mγstical

world"Imeanthattheworldorderedbyoureverydayawarenessis

envelopedbythetemporalandspatialsenseoftheotherworld,

completelycoveredwithouttheslight母stgap,and,f}omthcoppositc

perspective,theotherworld,asaprojectedsystemintimatelyrelatcdto

thisworld,(lircctlyexchangcsminuteparticlesthroughsymbolsand

codeswiththisworld.Ournexttopic,therefbre,ishowthiscosmology

isexpressedinthetextsofノ ウ∂ゴ'をゴ.

Thecentraldatanecessaryfbrinvestigatingtheviewoftheother

worldinゆ ∂謝maybefbundinthctalesofreturntolifヒthatwehave

beenconsidering.Notalloftherevivaltales,however,treattheproblem

oftheotherworld.Moreover,therearetalesapart丘omthose偽cusing

onthethemeofreturntoli色thatprovidesuggestivematerialsfbr

consideringtheotherworld.Asanexamplcofacaseinwhicharevival

taledoesnotconcernitsclfwiththeothcrworld,thereisVblume3,Tale

30,inwhichtheelderlymonk:Kanld観 規diesbutreturnstolifヒaf辷er

twodays.Becausehewasavirtuouspractitionerwithastoreofmerit,

however,hehasbeensparedtheexperienceoftheotherworld.Atthe

end,thespiritofMasterKankisimplymovesinspace,mani免stinga

w・ndr・ussign.

Bアcontrast,asexamplesoftalesthatdonottreatthephenomenon

ofthewanderingspirit'srestorationtolifと,butneverthelessprovide

resourcesfbrdelineatingtheotherworld(且ndalsoquotef}omBuddhist
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scriptures),thereareVblume1,Ti江e23;Vblume2,Talcs18,22,and24;

andVblume3,Ti」e36.

Theotherworld,intermsoftheBuddhistworldview,isusually

interpretedasthenotionoftransmigrationinthcsixpathsorcou .rses.

Whenwerestrictourselvestothenarrativesin1ウ ∂彡廐,however,the

imageisoverwhelminglythatofhell.260fcoursc,thereareinゆ ∂ゴ々 ゴ

statementsregardingthe .realmofanimals(thepattcrnoftrans長)rmation

intoanox),butaswchaveseeninthercvivaltales,rcbirthintherealm

ofanimalsis,fbrthereturningspirit,nomorethanatcmporary

condition,describedmerelyasoneoftheaspectsoftheotherworld.

Moreovcr,therealmof伍mishedspirits(鮮 励 餓 鬼 道)doesnotapPear

atallin伽 撚Wesee,there化re,thatin1ウ ∂癒thenotionoftheother

worldismadeupalmostentirelyofimagesofhell.27

1ninvestigatingtheimagesofhellin左 γ∂癒,particularlythegroup

oftalestreatingthereturntolifヒofwanderingspirits,wenoticethat,

althoughitisclcarlyahell-likerealmthatisbelngdescribed,the

compilerofthetextKeik且ialmostneveremploysBuddhistterms

reg且rdinghell.AsapracticingmonktrainedatYakushijitemple,Keikai

wasnodoubtdeeplyfamiliarwithBuddhistcosmology;Nevcrtheless,fbr

somereasonheexhibitsacautiousattituderegardingtheuseofthc

Buddhisttechnicalterm"hell"σ 勿 舷 地 獄).Wemustbeginourinquiry

here.Ofcourse,wewouldexpectthatKeikaiposscssedasel仁conscious

senseofhisroleasatellerofedifyingtales,andthusdistinguished

betweenthenarrow}scholasticlevelofsectarianBuddhistdoctrineand

scripturesandtheleveloftaleliteraturedircctedandavailabletothe

sensibilitiesofordinarypeople.Ibelieve,howevcr,thattheproblcmlies

atafhrdecperlcvel,involvingarealmofacomplcxofnotions,

Thattheterm"hell"wastheobjectofextremecautiondoesnot

mean,ofcourse,thatnotionsregarding"hell"werecompletelyexcluded.

Inlayingthegroundworkfbrconsideringthisproblem,wemust倉rst

investigatethosefヒw,exceptionalcasesinwhichtheterm"hell"is

actuallyemployed.

Tbbegin,"Hell"asapropernounappearsintheentiretextof

ゆ 薦onlyonce.ThisisinVblumc2,T凱e7,"OnaWiseManWho
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AbusedanIncarnatedSagcoutofEnvy;VisitedthePalaceofKing

Enma,andExpcriencedSuffとringinHell."ThenameofthehellisAbi

Hcll(Abijigoku),orintheSanskritoriginal,Avlci,"Uninterrupted

Hell."Wehavealreadyconsideredthetabooagainsteatingthe魚odof

YbmotsuorYbmirecordedinthistale.Asacommonnoun,"hell"

σ@々 〃)appearsintalesofreturntoli免tv4ice.ItisusedinVblumc3,

T烈e35,"OnBeingPenalizedfbrAbusinganOfRcial'sAuthorityand

RulingUnrighteouslyと"Here,theideaofhellisexpressednotonlyby・

ブ卸 〃々,butby"thelandofEnmゴ'and"Ybmi"("yellowsprings,"landof

thedcad).Thesecondexampleoftheusageofhellasacommonnoun

occursinVblu.me3,Tale23,"OntheImmediateRepaymentsofGood

andEvilinReturnfbraVbwtoCopytheD4ノ 加 麗 γπ一勿 ∂andfbrthe

Useofthe艶mpleProper卑"Weconsideredthistaleearlier飴ritsvivid

expressionofthethemeof御oμ 厂ゴ.

Finally;therearetalesinwhichtheactualterm``hell"(ノ@加)does

notdircctlyappear,buttowhichexplanatory;admonitorynoteshave

beenappended,andinthosenotes,passagesffomBuddhistscriptures

usingtheterm"hcll"arcquoted.Inthesenotes,thetermhellappearsin

丑)rmulasexpressingthelogicthatevilcausesleadtoevilef琵ctsandgood

causeslcadtogoodef琵cts.Therearefburexamplesinぺ γ∂癒.乃85班 規

げC・ η筋 卿 伽 ・〃 珈 劭 謝 加 げ 加 澀 ・4㈱ 〃 ・ 功 信i・.qu…din

VbIume1,T凱e23("OnanEvilManWhoWasNegligentinFilialPiety

toHisMotherandGainedanImmediatePenaltyofViolentDeath"),

theZo鮪5勿 吻isquotedinVblume2,Tale18("OntheImmediate

PenaltyofBeingGivenaTwistedMouthandDeathfbrSpeakingIllof

theMonk,Devoteeofthd伽 ∫5伽 鰄"),the-M7躍 紹3〃 〃拓squotedin

Vblume2,Tale19("OntheVisittothePalaceofKingEnmabya

Woman,Devoteeofthe飾 〃'5π 砌,andtheFollowingExtraordinary

Event")andalsoinVblumc2,Tale22("OntheStolenBronzcBuddha

WhichGaveanExtraordinarySignandIdentifiedaThief").

Ofthesefburtalesthatincludeexamplesoftheappearanceofthe

.term"hell"withinscripturalquotations,three(the丘rst,second,and

last)donotbelongwithinthecategoryoftalestreatingthethemeof

returntoli色.Thisdoesnotappeartobemerelyaccident』.Whenwe
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considertheaboved且tashowingthattheterm"hell"appearsinonly

threetalesdepictingthecharacteristicprocessofthewanderingspirit's

returntolifヒ,itappearsthattheauthorandcompilerKcikai,in

conceivingthcthemeofthespirit'srevival,consciouslアavoidedthe

conceptofBuddhist``hell."Ifthisisso,thequestionarisesofthe

meaningofhisactualusageofthetcrm"hell"inthethreeexamples

above,butIwilltakethisuplateLHere,toof丘ragener創remarkabout

theissueasawhole,itisclearthatinthecasesofquotationsfヒomthe

Buddhistscriptures,Kcikaiseckstoexprcssthedoctrinalintentrootedln

theβuddhistcosmologγofhcll,andconsequentlyitalsobecomes

apparentthatintheotherexamples,heseckstodistancehimselfas

muchaspossiblef}omthedoctrinalviewofhell.Itappearspossibleto

conjecture,therefbre,thatregardingimagesofhell,Keikaiconsciously

distinguishedbetweenthedoctrinalIevelandthelevelofedifシingtales.

Wcmustnext,thcre飴re,considerconcretelytheexamplesoftales

involvingasojournintheotherworldagainstabackgroundofatale-likc

imageofhell.Thetalesinvolvcdare:Vblume1,Tale30;Vblume2,Tales

5,16,19,24,and25;Vblume3,TiJes9,22,26,36,and37.28

8

Theroadalongwhichthewanderingspirittravclstotheotherworldis

coloredbythestructureandlandscapeofthisworld.Tbclarifythatland-

scapeandthestepsalongthepathisin董tselftohighlightthecharacterof

thecosmologicalimagination.Itisnatu.ral,therefbre,thatthelandscape

oftheotherworldthatappearsin左 γδノ々 ゴ,whileshowingsignsoffUsion

withelemcntsofBuddhistIndiaorTaoistChina,possessesafbrmfUn-

damentallyatvariancewiththeimagesf}omabroad.

InVblume1,Tale30,thespiritofKashiwadenoomiHirok:uni,led

bγtwomessengers,crossesa"largeriver"andrcaches"thekndinthe

sou.therndirection.""Thclandinthcsoutherndirection"(Tonanno

kuni)hererefヒrstoYbminokuni.Initscapitalthereisapalacemadeof

gold.WithinthepalaceisKingEnma.There,Hirokuniisshownthe

figureofhisdeadwifヒsuf琵ringwithironnailsdriventhroughherand
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fヒttersofironrope,andgoingfUrthersouth,heseestheβgureofhis

dcadfather,alsowithnailsinhisbody;fbrccdtoembracemoltencoppeL

Thesinsthatthedeadhadcommittcdwhilcaliveandthecausal

recompenseinthcrealmofdarknessareexplaincd,andthenHirokuni,

pushingopenthedoorsofthepalacegatethroughwhichhehadentered,

retUrnStOlifヒ.

InVblume3,Tale9,thecentrεd6gureisthespiritofFujiwarano

asonHirotari.Hesuddenlyfindshimselfsurroundcdbアamcssenger、

f}omthehallofEnmaandthreeguards.Passingalongaroad,theycomc

upona"deepriver"intowhichtheroaddisappcars.Thcwatersare

black,andtheflowh2sceased.Thereisnobridge,butwiththe

messengergoing且rst,theyareablesomehowtofbrdtheriveLThen,

befbrethemappearsapavilionshiningresplendentlyJnside,blindsare

hung,andontheothersideisthcgreatkingEnma.There,Hirotari

encountcrshistormcnteddeadwif乙.Thecvilper{brmedbyhisdeadwi色

whilealiveandgoodpracticesareweighedinthescales,andafヒerthis

tallyofsalvationiscxplained,Hirotarireturnstoli艶.

InVblume3,Tale22,thewanderingspiritofOsadanotoneri

Ebisu他 田 舎 人 蝦 夷,summonedbyfburmessengers,crossesa"broad

field."A丘erclimbinga"steepslope"fbratime,thcycomeuponalarge

numberofpeoplesweepingtheroadclcan.Hefindsthatthisiswhere

personswhohavegainedmeritbycopyingtheLo孟 〃∫5班 御pass.Going

丘1rther,theγcometoa"goldenpalace"whereKingEnmadwells.Ebisu

ismadetoholdanironpillar,andhotironandcopperarepressed

againsthisbackinharshtorment.Herealso,evilactsandgoodacts

committedwhilealive3reweighed,andabalancesheetofsuf驚ringin

accordwiththcweightisthrustbefbrehim.

Intheabovcthreeexamples,thedescriptionofthejourncylcading

tothepalaceofKingEnmaappeartofbllowafixedfbrmula.In

addition,thereisalsoatalethatdescribes,standingatthegateinf}ont

ofthepalace,guardswithasinglehorninthcfbreheadandbearinglarge

swords,whoareabouttocutoffthetraveler'shead(Vblume2,Ti」el6).

Otherpassages(Vblume3,Tales36and37)describcbeingsmadeto

holdpillarsof丘reinthcpalace,havingnailsdrivcnintothchands,and
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beingbeatensothattheirscreamsechoedintheearth.ThereisfUrthera

taleinwhichseven"non-humans"(ん η勿 非 人)withhumanbodiesand

headsofoxenpullthetraveleralongbythehairandthreatenhimwith

carvingknives(Vblume2,Ti江e5)・Clearlycircumstancesexpressingthe

tormentsinhelloftheBuddhistcosmologyaredevelopedasevents

insidelthep』aceofKingEnma.Weshouldnote,howevcr,thatatthe

sametimc,as・inVblume1,Tale30,thepalaccofEnmaisseenasa

"goldenρ
alace"existingintheT乞oistlandofTbnan290rinYbmino

kuni,whichstemsf士omthemythologyof陶 痴and〈 励o〃 ∫乃o々彡.

Thus,intheofficesofKingEnma,thebrilli3ntgolden

embellishmentsofaroyalpalaceandthecruelpainofthosewhohave
.fall

enintohell(includingthetravelcr),scrcamingwithpainatbeing

scorchcdwithironandcopper,areintermingledinthedescriptions,and

theconceptionofadualisticrecompensebascdongoodandevilactsis

defdyexpressedintalefbrm.Fromtheperspectiveofteachingand

admonishmentaimedatsalvation,hellisanobjectofdreadtobe

relecte4,butitisalsoastrange,imaginaryworldwherethehierarchical

worldofthedead(Enmaandfbllowers)andthosewhowillreturntolif乙

brieflyconverse,transmittingtothisworldinfbrmationaboutthat

transcendentotherworld.Itisfbrthisreasonthatthetrueheroesinthe

dramaoftheotherworldarcnotthedeadwhohavereceivedthe伍te,

eitherweightedorreduced,oftherecompensefbrtheirsins,butrather.

thewanderingspirits,whoroamtemporarilybere丘oftheirbodies,fbra

determinedperiod,whoconductthemselvesascuriousobservers,and

whoreturntolifヒ.Thetalesarcnotnarrativesofthercvengeorordeals

ofthedead(hellt』es),butrathertravelrecordsofthefar-of£mysterious

otherworldbγthosewhohavesimulatcddeathandcomcbacktolifヒ

(talcsofresurrection).Further,theauthorofthctalesdoesnotdescribe

thecircumstancesofthedeadinhellintermsofthe``hell"thatisthe

lowestoftheslxcoursesonthecosmologicalmap,butrather,fヒomthe

outset,narratestheeventsinthepalaceofKingEnmaaswholly

occurringinanextcnsionofthisworld.Thus,theroadleadingtothe

goldenpalaceinthelandofTbnanorYbminokunipassesnotthrougha

supernaturallandscapeofBu.ddhistcosmology}butratherthroughthe
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食aturesandcolorsofathis-worldlγtopographyとFundamentally;itisan

im且geoftheotherworldthatinheritstheandentimagesofNenokuni

orYbminokuni.

Itmaybcsaid,therefbre,thatthecharacterorstructureofthe

conceptionoftheothcrworldmani色stedintherevivaltalesof殉 ∂ガ々 ガ

representsaparticularstageintheintensefUsionorstratiHcationof

knowledgcaboutthccosmology・ofhellinBuddhismasanimported

religion,ontheonehand,andthetraditionalconceptionoftheother

world,ontheotheLItmaybe,ofcourse,thatthefbrmasataleofreturn

tolifとwasa伍ctorindeterminingthedircctionofthiscomplex,but

fUrther,itmayalsobe亡akentoindicateafbrmofadoptionofthe

Buddhistconccptionofhcllduringthisperiod.Asatypicalexpressionof

thistendencywehaveanimportantや ∂癖revivaltalc(Vblume2,Tale7,

rclatingthcsojourninhellbyMasterChik6),butbcfbregoingintoan

analysisofit,Iwillcommentontheoutlookofthisperiod.

TheMan'y6poetYamanoueOkura山 上 憶 良diedattheageof

seventy-fburin733,apProximate1アonecenturybefbrethecomposition

ofゆ ∂∫々 ノ.Theworldviewofthetalesofゆ ∂ゴ々 4however,maybesaidto

becontemporaneousinthoughtandculturalcontextwithOkura.Okura

wasdispatchedasem.missarア(∫ 加 々;々4〃 書 記 官[5乃o々 μ 八%o㎎ ゴ])witha

missiontoChinain702andremainedinChinafbrapProximatelyfive

yearsbefbrereturningtoJapヨn.Hisobservationsandexperiencesabroad

cxertedadeepandsubtleinHuenceonhislearningandsensibilities.30For

example,Okura'skpowledgeofConfhcian,Buddhist,andTaoist

traditionsconspicuouslysurpassesthatoftheotherMan'y6pocts.He

exhibitsanunderstandingofBuddhistmetaphysics,thethoughtof

Taoistwizards,andConfhcianethics.Thus,toreadOkura'sverseis,

simultaneously;to長)llowthetr3cksoftheimpactandthe釦sionofalien

thoughtandbeliefsystems.

TheofncialenvoyOkuracamefromafamilyofnaturalized

intellectualofficials,andthefirsthalfofhiscareerwasasa"sutra

copyist";hencc,hedidnotcomef士omaprivelegedbackground.31

Nevertheless,lateinlifと,in726attheageofsixty-seven,hcwentto

KyushuasIordofChikuzen(Chikuzennokami筑 前 守)・Bcfbrelong,as
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hissuperior,ChUnagonnoOtomoTabito中 納 言 の 大 伴 旅 人arrivcdto

fillanappointmentasDazainosotsu,andtherilvaryandreaction

betweenthesetwostrongpersonalitiessparkedthefbrmationofa

vigorousanddazzlingPoeticcircleofTsukushi.ノ 砿4η1γ廊乃zZ,Book5,isa

monumentmarkingtheintenseinteractionbetweenthesetwofigures.

Okurゴsverseiscommonlycharactcrizedasfollows:theprefacesin

Chinescstatetheintention,thelongpoems(cho"ka)narratethepainof

humanlife,andtheenvoys(hanlla)expresstheconclusionorideal .With

regardtoBuddhism,whichoccupiesanimportantpositioninhis

thought,itmaybesaidthatinhisprefacesinChinese,selectedand

spcci丘edf}agmentsofdoctrinalthoughtfrequentlyappear;inthelong

poems,theBuddhistsenseofimpermanencecollideswithnatural

feeling;andinthecnvoys,condensedimagesofBuddhismspurtf()rth .

InOkurゴscompositions,theconcept吊ofcausalrecompenseandrebirth

inthesixcoursesareclearlyapparent,fbrexample,in"UntitledPreface

inChinese"atthebcginningofM4η ン廊勿,Book5,"PassageofLament

onFallingIl1,"andccVerseofDialogueonPoverty."Theperspective ,

however,ontheseconceptsofkarmicrewardorrebirthinthesixcourses

isfundamentallynotthatofanawakenedpersonbutthatof"theworld" ノ
or"thepeople."HesecksconstantlytodrawSゑkyamuni,whostandson

theothershoreofcnlightenment,totherealmofthisshore .Thisis

Okurゴscharacteristicspiritofanironical,paradoxicalanti.utilitarianism .

ThisistheassertionofImuraTetsuo井 村 哲 夫.32Concerningthispoint,

ImuracomparesthepoeticexpressionsofOkurゴs"VerseofDialogueon

Poverty"andthestyleofKeikai'sROro"iki(especiallythe丘nalsectionof

Volume3,Tale38)andconlccturesthattheyshareacontemporaneous

tアpeofadoptionofBu(ldhism.Thishasclosebearingonour

COnSideratiOnS.

Itisimpossibleherctoofferananalysisofthevariou .saspectsof

Okura'srcceptionofBuddhismbasedonhisliteraryandpoetic

COmpOSitiOn,bU.treStriCtingOUrSelVeStOalimitedCOnSideratiOn,IWill

sketchtheissueasitismanifestedintwopoemsfromthecloseof

M4η 鈎 勿 ・Book5・Therearethreepoemsunderthetitle,`iAnElegyon

theDeathofFuruhi,"alongpoemandtwoenvoys.Iwilltakeupthe



114 WANDERINGSPIRITsANDTEMPoMRYCoRPsEs

twoenvoys・

Beingyoung

andignorantofthepath,

hewilllosehiswa)ろ

OMessenger仕omShitae,

bearhimthereonγourback!

鰄 々4伽 彡4/励 勿 癜 ∫乃ゴ彫/脚 勿4・ ・脚

∫乃勿6〃o翩 々4〃o加 ガ鰄∫6

(905)

Makingthisof琵ring,

Ibeseechyou:

Donotleadhimastray;

butguidehimdirectly.

alongtheroadtoheaven・

加 ・伽/〃4聞4々 ・彡一・・叨%/卿 磁 卿
魏癜 〃勿 〃伽/4吻 ヴ・伽 ・乃擁

(906)

ThesearepoemsofsorrowλndmourningfbrOku.rゴsyoungson

Furuhi.33Theyareplaintiveprayersfbrthesafヒjourncytotheother

worldandfbrpeaceandsecuritγtherefbrthewanderingspiritofhis

dcadson,whichhaspartedf}omthisworldandsetofffbrtheotheL

Theβrstpoemstatesthatthechild,beingsoyoung,willnotknow

theway;andrequeststhemessengerfbmtheotherworldtobearhimon

hisbacktoYl)minokuni(Shitae黄 泉),promisingtomakeoffとrings・

Okurastatesthatsinceheismakingof企ringsandprayers,hehopesth且t

hissonwillbetakendirectlytoheaven(4〃zψ 天 路)・

Therca.revarioustheoriesregardingthewords∫ 乃吻6and〃 〃24ガin

thesetwopocms.Thequestionturnsonwhetherthesetwotermsshould

beunderstoodasmani色stingBud(lhistconccptsoftherealmofdarknes5
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o士whether,instead,imagesofYbminokuniorNenokunif『omthe

mythologyof働;々 ゴand躍 乃oη ∫加 ゴ々shouldbeseen.Intheexpression,
"OM

essengerfヒomShitac,bcarhimthereonyourback!"inthc倉rst

poem,however,wemaysensethepatternofthejourneytotheother

worldthatf士equentlyappearsintherevivaltalesof1ウ グゴ々 ノ.Thc

messengerofShitaeremindsusofthesummoningservantsofKing

Enma.Okurゴsprayer,"OMessengerf}omShitae,bearhimthereon

アourback!"issurelydirectedtowardthcdesolate,tabooworldthat

appearsinthe砌 珈andハ 彦乃oη ∫加 々ノmythology;Orrather,isitnot

spokentotheworldofKingEnmゴshalls,withtheirmixtureofsevere

ludgmentsandwarmbenevolence,wherethemeasureofsinsis

mechanicallytaken～Further,ifthe"messengerf士omShitae"maybe

understoodasaservantofthepalaceofKingEnma,thenthereisno

necessityoflimitingthemeaningof"heaven"(4〃24タ のinthesecond

poemsolelytothe"heaven"of"thegodsofheavenandearth"in

Buddhistthought.Okura,throughmakingof琵rings,praysthathisson

mayreceivetherecompenseofascendingtoheaven.TachibanaChikage

橘 千 蔭(ルZ4〃 ン6な乃zZ冗ア`z々z4々4ノ万 葉 集 略 解)andKajiMasazumi鹿 地 雅 澄

(M4η ン廊勿 解々 ●万 葉 集 古 義)bothrejecttheinterpretationof"heaven"

(4〃241のhereasrefとrringtooneofthesixcoursesinBuddhistcosmologyl

Havingnotedthis,however,itisnotmyintentheretoassertthat

ShitaeandheaveninthesetwopoemsofOkuraarecompletelyfヒeeof

BuddhistnotionsoftheotherworldortheBuddhistcosmologyofthe

sixcou.rses.Aswehavealreadyseeninouranalysisoftherevivaltalesin

左γδ癖,thewanderingspirit'sjourneytotheoτherworldhasdecisively

rcceivedtheinfluenceofBuddhistcosmolog)もandatthesametime,at

thecoreofnotionsofthatworld,conceptsofYbminokuniand〃zoμ7ゴ

aswellascharacteristicnotionsoftaboosregardingdeadspiritshave

beenassiduouslypreserved.Thismaybeunderstoodasthestrati丘cation

ofimagesresultingfromthecollisionandconflictwiththereligious

thou.ghtandbeliefsystemf丗omabroad,andthissituation,inanother

fbrm,maybeseeninthetwopoemsbyOkura(and,in伍ct,hispoetic

worksasawhole)inthc〃;4η)ノ δ∫乃鉱

HoriIchir6堀 一 郎,inanalyzingthefUneralpracticesandconcepts
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oftheancientJapanese,employedtheelegies(64η 々4挽 歌)ofthe

掘4η)ノ 廊 加asresources.34Accordingtohisresearch,examplesofthe

spiritsofthe(leadattachingtolof辷ypointssuchasmountains,cli偸,

clouds,mists,andtrecsareinavastmajorit>乙Therearealsoexamplesof

settlingdownintolevelplaccssuchasthesea,islands,wild盒elds,rivers,

andvalleys,butspiritsattachingtomountainsaccountfbr50percentof

theexamples,indicatingthatcasesofattachingtohighpointsinthe

naturallandscapereflectsthedominantnotionoftheotherworldinthe

worldoftheM4〃 ンσ∫ん 乙Bycontrast,Horifbundthatthercareonly

sevenexamplesofthespiritofadeadpersongoingtoacosmological

otherworld,suchastheworldofdarkncss,Ybmi,oranunderground

realm.Thus,wemayconlccturethatOkurゴsrefとrencestoShitaeand

heavenaretracesofatransitionintheviewoftheotherworldamong

theMan'y6poetsthatwastakingplaceatthetime.Thepatternofthe

receptionofBuddhismseeninOkuramaythusbesaidtobeavaluable

keyinseekingtoundcrstandthefbrmofthereceptionofBuddhismin

therevivaltalesof1ウ61彡 云々

9

Wehaveexploredthepatternofthewanderingspirit且nditsreturnto

lifヒ 丘omtheotherworldbyconsideringtherevivaltalesofゆ δ癖and

investigatinganumberofcomplexrelatedissues.Inordertodelineatea

categorizationofthevariousprescribedfbrmswehaveseen,itwillbe

necessarγnowtoturntoafUllerconsiderationofや δ謝,Vblume2,Tale

7,whichwehavcputoffuntilnow.Thistale,"OnaWiseManWho

AbusedanIncarnatedSageoutofEnvy;VisitedthePalaceofKing

Enma,andExperiencedSuffとringinHell,"is,amongalltherevivaltales

ofゆ δ∫々 彡,theoutstandingcxampleintermsofbothqualityandlength.

Therearcseveralreasonsfbritsconspicuousness.TDbcgin,inusingthe

name`AbiHell"(Abijigoku),itisoneoftheveryfとwtalesthatemploys

thepropernounfbrhell.AvlciHellisdescribedin5勿6δ 〃6η∫加 即 δ 正 法

念 処 経andotherscripturesasthelowestofeightgreathells,wherethe

mostin色riorofsinnerssuf琵rintcrminablepain.Theauthorofthetale



WANDERINGSPlRITsANDTEMPo踏RYCoRPsEs 117

seeksheretograspdirectlythenatureofhell.Second,inthistalethe

darklandscapeofdeathleadingtoarrivalinhellispainstakinglydepict-

ed.Thatis,Chik6,whoboastedpreeminenceinknowledgeatGang6ji

templeatthetime,criticizedtheappointmentofGy6kitotherankof

癜 ゴ吻 ∂andfdlintohcll,whcre'duringa初o即 アゴperiodofninedaアshe

underwentanuncannyexperienceofsolournintheotherworld.His

sojournmaybeanalyzedintothefbllowingpoints:

LedbytwomessengersofKingEnma,hejourneystowardthewest.

一Befbrehim,agoldenpavilionappears;heistoldthisiswhere

BodhisattvaGyddistobereborn.

一Atthegatetothegoldenpavilion,oncitherside,standtwo"god-

men"fittedwitharmorandwithrcdheadbandsontheirfbreheads.

Chik6isdirectedtogofhrthertowardthenorth.

一Eventuallyhereachesaplacewhcrescorchingheatrisesup .On衾sking

aboutthis,heistoldthatitis"theheatofhell."Chik6ismadetohuga

scorchingpillarofiron.Hisfleshmcltsawayuntilonlyboneremains,

butthemessengers,guardsofhell,utteraspellandhisbodyisrestored

toitsorig五nalstatc.Thrcedayshavepassed.

一HeistoldtogofUrthcrinthenortherndirection .Thereisacopper

pillarhotterthanthepreviousone,whichheistoldtoembrace.As

befbre,hisfleshdropsawayandhebccomeswhitebones.Again,heis

restorcdtohisfbrmercondition.Herealsothreedayspass.

Goingfhrthertothenorth,hereachesaplacewheretheheatof

flamesissogreatthatbirdsflyingintheskydrop.Inresponsetohis

question,Chik6istolditisthe"HellofAbi"whereheistobeparched.

Dayandnightheundergoesthetormentofbeingroasted.Onlywhen

hehearsf}omfarofratemplebellfbroffとrlngsdoestheheatcooland

temporarilyallowhimrcspitef}omthepain.Again,threedayspass.

一Afヒerthisordealfbratotalofninedays ,Chik6isgivcnarcprieveand

takentothegoldenpavilion.Thetwo"god-men"atthegatetellhim,
"Yb
uweresummonedherebecauseyouslanderedBodhisattvaGy6ki.

掩uareherctoatone飼randeliminateyouractsofevilkarma.Weare

waitingfbrthearrivalofthevenerableGy6ki.Avoideatinganything
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coo1(edwiththefireofY～)motsu,andreturntotheworldoftheliving."

InthedescriptionofChik6'ssolourninhell,thescenesinwhichhe

embracespillarsofironandcoppcrarereminiscentofthe"hellof

scorchingheat"amongtheeightgreathellsinBuddhistcosmologyし

Further,therepeatedrevivalsthroughthcspellsoftheguardsofhellat

threedayintervalsclcarlアreflectsthenotionoftheuppermostofthe

eightgreathells,the"hellofrepeatedrevivaL"Therecanbe1玉ttle

question,theref～)re,thattheauthorofthetalehasincorporatedthe

BuddhistfbrmulasoftheeightgreathellsinnarratingChik6'sjoumeyin

theotherworld.Next,thepathtakenintherealmsofhellhasthe

structureoffirstgoingwestwarduntilencounteringthcgoldenpavilion,

thenheadingnorthwardtoreachthcvariousplacesinhell.The

(lepictionofhellinBuddhisttextsgenerallytra,cesastructureofvertical

strata,butintheぺ γδ癖tale,wefinditdescribedwithahorizontalsense

ofdirections,sothatthepathgoesfirstwest,thennorth.Further,going

westward,Chik6encountersthegoldenpavilion;f}omthere,hegoes

northtotheplacesofhell.Ifthegoldcnpavilionmaybesaidtoinfhct

representthelandofblissasanidealizedland,thenitliesin

cosmologicalstructureasapointonthcwaytohell・

Theimageofthegoldenpavilionaslyingtothewestderivesf}om

theconception6fthePureLandinthewest,ortogobackfUrther,tothe

ancientfaithinthewesterndirection.Inanycase,inthistalethe

divergentpointsofthePureLandandhellaredeterminedaccordingto

thewestwardandnorthwardsenseofdirection.Thus,thelandofbliss

andhellbothlieonthesamcplane,existingtogethersimultaneously.

Here,weseethecollisionandfhsionoftwodistinctviewsoftheother

world,theBuddhistconceptionofhellandthemythologicalconception

ofYbmiin働 ゴ々 彡and八%oη ∫乃o々ゴ.Further,thetensionbetwccnthese

twodif琵rentviewsoftheotherworldisincreasedinsymbolicfbrmin

thesceneinwhich,atthepointChik6'swanderingspiritisaboutto

returntolifと,heisadmonishednottoeatthefbodpreparedinYbmi.

Thesewordsoftabooprohibitiondonotnecessarilγimprcssusas

suddenandabruptbecauseinthistaleofChik6'ssojourninhell,images
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ofYbminokunihavealreadyappearedindif艶rentfbrm,skillfhlly

workcdintoitsstructure.

Wehavealreadyconsideredthismatter,butthegeneraltrendofthe

revivaltalesofぺ γδゴ々 ∫,whenexpressingthewanderingspirit'sjourneyto

theotherworld,istobreakawayas血raspossiblef士omthcrigid

doctrinalunderstandingoftheimageofhelLAtthesamctime,wehave

alsoseenthattheintentionsofliteraryproductionIatentinthctalcs

showthetendencyofdrawingapartthcmotifofthetrcatmentofthe

corpsethatmakespossiblethereturntolifとofthewanderingspiritfヒom

thetraditionalcohceptionsof〃20即7ゴrituals.Inallthetalesofreturnto

lifと,thereareonlythreec旦sesinwhichtheterm"hell"(タ 髦o舷)appearsas

aproperorcommonnoun,andtheterm"叨oμ7ノ,"restrictedinusetoa

bareminimum,appearsinonlyR)urtales(Vblume2,Tale22,and

Vblume3,Ti江es9,22,and23).Iftherevivaltalesofゆ δ痴soughtto

st3ndontheirownasexamplesofthcgcnrcof"taleliter飢ure,"thento

adoptthedirectionofactivelybecomingf}eeoftherigidconceptual

worldsofhelland御og4万wasanaturaldevice.Itwasnotthe

conceptualizationofcausalrecompense,butratherthetransfbrmation

intotaleliteraturethatwasthcaimofぺ γδゴ々 ゴ;hencc,thetendenciesseen

above.

Ncvertheless,wemustnotfbrgetthatthecompilerandauthorof

や δゴ廐,Keikai,wasamonk(∫ 加 〃7・η 沙 門)ofYakushijitempleinNara,a

specialistwhosefbundationfbrpersonalexistencewas免ndamentallythe

worldviewandunderstandingofsalvationofBuddhism.Itisnotatall

strangethathiscountenanceasaBuddhistintellectualshouldsuddenly

appcarvividly・inthetalcofChik6.Thisisbecauseitisprobablethathe

wasaculturedpersonwhocould,intheprocessofhisdailychantingof

scriptures,experienceinself二reflectiontheoppressionofthcHellofAbi

throughthestoriesofothers.Thus,thecompiler,whowassovigilantin

mostoftherevivaltalestoavoidtheterm"hell,"herefbramoment

takesanattitudeinwhichheseemstofbrgethisvigilancc.In

correspondencewiththeterm"hcll,"however,Keikaiemploγsanothcr

term,the"fbodf}omthehearthofYbmotsu"(Ybmotsu加 叨oηo).Keik且i,

whodisplayedthcHellofAbiastheextremelimitoftheotherworld,
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u.sedincontrastthenotionofthefbodofYbmithatsymbolizcsthe

tabooofthcotherworld,atcrmthatappearsonlythisonceinthcentire

ゆ 襯.

Above,wchaveclarifiedthefactthattherevivaltale,Vblume2,

Tale7,inwhichChik6apPears,isatypicalexamplcofatalethat

includes,inarelationshipofsharpoPPositionandtension,boththe

BuddhistviewofhellandtheviewofthelandofYbmiinthemythologγ

ofノ ψ タ∫'ゴ々and躍 乃oη ∫乃o々云InthcbeliefinspiritsofancientJapan,there

wasonlyanimpoverishedmetaphysicalimaginationwithregardtothe

otherworld,butbycontrast,theviewoftheothcrworldinBuddhism,

whichwasimportedf}omabroad,inspiteofthenegativeattitudc

towardspirits,wasrichinconstructivepowers.Thesetwomutually

rcpellingelemcntswereplantedinthecultur包lsoilofJapan,each

supplγingwhatwaslackingintheother,andasaresultoftheirfhsion,

cametobeexpressedintherevivaltalesofや δ珈.Thisisanunusual

experimentalexampleofreligioussyncretism.

Finally;regardingtheissueabove,itisnecessarytomentionthe

othertwotalesamongtherevivaltalesofゆ δ癖inwhich"hell"(タ 勿 〃々)

occursasacommonnoun.OneisVblume3,Tale35,"OnBeing

PenalizedfbrAbusinganOf丑cial'sAuthorityandRulingUnrighteouslジ'

AmannamedHinoKimiofTもukushiprovincediesandgoesto"the

landofEnma."Thekingsendshimbackhome,andonthewaybackto

lifと,HinoKimiencounterstheexistenceofa"helllikeakcttle"ina

greatoceanandlearnsthatamannamedMononobenoKomaro物 部 古

丸ofTbt6mi遠 江provinceissuf琵ringthere.Onreturningtothisworld

倉omYbmi,HinoKimireportsonwhathehasscentothegovernment

ofnceinDazaifU,butitisignoredbytheimperialcourtofficials,who

血iltobringittotheattentionoftheemperor,andthusthe"reporton

mattersofYbmi"recordingKomaro'scircumstanceswasfiledawayfbr

twentyyears.Thenaheadsecreta鄭SuganonoasonMamichi菅 野 朝 臣

真 道hapPenstoreadthereportandpresentsittoEmperorKanmu.The

emperorasksSeky6s6zu施 皎 僧 都whcther,inhell,oneisnotlikelytobe

releasedfromsuf琵ringaftcrtwentyyears二Seky6answcrsthatone

hundredyearsinthehumanworldcorrespondstoonlyonedayandone
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nightinhell.Therefbre,althoughtwentyyearsmayhavepassedinthis

world,notevenadayhaspassedinhell,andthusKomaro'ssinsarenot

yetatonedfbranddissolvcd.Forthisreason,theemperor,outofpi卑

gathcredmonksfbrcopyingandrecitingtheLo泌5班 規tosaveKomaro

丘・mSU麁 ・ing.

ThesecondexampleisVblume3,Tale23,"OntheImmediate

RepaymentsofGoodandEvilinReturn丘)raVbwtoCopytheD4∫

加 〃砂4一 勿 σandfbrtheUseoftheTヒmpleProperty."Amannamed

OtomonomuraliOshikatsu大 伴 連 忍 勝ofShinanoprovincediesand

hisbodyisplacedinaconditionof〃20即7ゴ.Duringthisperiod,hisspirit

separatesf士omhisbodyandisledtohellbアfivedeadmen.Theyclimba

steepslopeandcometoathree一 長)rkedroad.Onebranchisbroadand

Hat,thesecondiscoveredwithg;rass,andthethirdisblockedbya

thicketofbushes.Inthemiddleofthethree-fbrkedroadisKingEnma.

Thekingindicatestheflatpath,andtakingthatpath,Oshikatsucomcs

toahugekettleattheend.Waterisboilingviolentlyandsteamriseslike

flames;thesoundisthunderous.Oshikatsuisthrownintothekettle,but

itturnscoldandbreaksintofburpieces.There,threemonksappear,

explainthecausationbehindtheboilingkettle,andallowhimtoreturn.

Uponreturningtolifと,OshikatsureHectsonhisexperienceintheother

worldandsays,"Ihavereceivedthissuffヒringbecau.seoftheevilIhave

committed.ItisnQtthefaultof`hcll'."

Fromthesetwotaleswemayascertainthefbllowing.Inthcfirst,

Ti江e35,aBuddhistaxisconsistingofthe"landofEnma"and"ahelllike

akettle,"andanaxisofthemythologγofκ ∂ゾ珈andハ 彦乃oη ∫乃o々ノ

representedby"Ybmi"and"thesuf麁ringofthespirit,"standinastrange

contrast.Inthesecond,T田e23,"hell,"ontheonehand,ヨnd"叨oμ 万"

rites,ontheother,indicateasimilarcontrast.Thiscontrastisbasedon

completelydistinctconceptualsystemsregardingthecycleofdeathand

rebirth,andatthesametime,itrepresentsafhsionofcontradictory

ritu.alconceptions.Inthis,itisareemergenceinavariantfbrmofthe

taleofChik6.35

Wehaveseenabove,ontheonehand,thattheworldoftherevival

talesofゆ δゴ々 彡,throughadoptingthcritualconceptofsimulateddeathor
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叨o即7ゴintoitstalemotif忌,issuccess丘11inexhibitingtothegreatest

extentthepowerofflightandthef}eedomofthewanderingspirit.On

theotherhand,byunitinganimageoftheotherworldfbrmedthrough

themediumoftheconceptofhellwiththetraditionalimageofYbmino

kuni,thelandofthedead,athrce-dimensionaldepthisgiventothe

stageoftherevivaltales.Theimageinwhich『Ybmiandhellarefhsedis

丑)rmedhere,andthespirit'sspaceconnectingthetwopolesofthe

叨o即 アゴconditionandtheotherworldgainstransparencyandcxpansc.In

otherwords,thevariousfbrmsoftheworldofthetalesof1陟 σゴ々 ノ

manifヒstaparticularreactionoffusionoccurringwhenbeliefin

wanderingspiritsencounteredthesharplydclineatedconceptofthe

otherworldashell.36

1ninvestigatingthereligioustalesofゆ δ珈,wefindthattheviewof

spiritsoftheancientJapaneseunderwentadeepan(lsignificantcultural

change.ゆ δ癒providesuniquedataregardingtheworldofspiritsina

contextdistinct丘omthemeaningandfhnctionofspiritsluminously

depictedinthe掘4勿 励 彦andthemythologyof働 謝 輩nd.〈%oη ∫加 ゴ々.

Thus,thetalesofreturntolifdnぺ γδ漉 ゴvividlyandacutelyindicatethe

intense丘lsionorsyncretismofthepervasivespiritcultureinJapan.


