
CHAPTER7

THEDAIJ6sAICEREMoNYANDTHE

TRANsMIssIoNoFCHARIsMA

1.SuccessionofBloodandtheSuccessionofSpirit

InMay1988,whcnFranciosMitterandwonrcclectionaspresidentof

France,aJapanesenewspapereditorialassertedthatthcrehadbeenthrec

"kings"ofFran
ce-LouisXIV;Napoleon,andCharlesdeGaulle-and

speculatedthatMitterandmightbecomethefburth.Atthetime,Ihad

beenreadingtheoutstandingstudyofcharisma,〃;4澀,bytheEnglish

anthropologistJulianPitt-Rivers,whodevelopsanunexpectedtreatmcnt

ofdeGaulleatthecloseofhisbook.1Basedonthiswork,itseemcdto

methatalthoughdeGaullemightindeedhavebccomea"king,"itwas

highlyunlikelythesamewouldbetrueofMitterand.

Tbfbcusonthecrucialpointofcharismahere,letus丘rstreview

brienydeGaulle'scareeLA丘erWorldWarII,heappearcdonthescene

ofnationalpoliticsastheherowhohadsavedthecountr)弓bu.tshortly

therca丘er,in1946,hewithdrewfヒomthepositionofprimeminister,

andin1954retiredf}ompoliticsaltogether.Inl958,however,the

problemofAlgerianindependencearose.FrcnchtroopsinAlgeria

rebelled,andtherewasdangerofdivisionwithinFranceitsel£Atthis

timeofcrisis,thecountryturnedtodeGau.lleoncemore,andtheFifth

RepublicwasestablishedwithdeGaulleas.itsfirstpresident.Thenin

1962,anagreementwasstruckleadingtoAlgerianindependence.

Duringthispcriod,itwaswidelyfとltthatonlyde.Gaullecouldresolve

thecrisis.HehadthetrustofmostFrenchpeople,andhewasbrilliantly
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successfUlinavertingdangeLSevenyearslater,in1969,heretiredfl)r

good.

ThepeopleofFrance,however,didnotneglccthim,andhis

auth・ritydidn・twane.Maj・rfigurcs・fg・vcrnmentvisitcdhim

regularlyathisruralretirementhomeinColombeγMoreover,mattcrs

didnotendthere,fbrthoughhediedin1970,withinayearofhisdeath

hisgravebecameapilgrimagesitefbrlargenumbersofpeople.One

millionpilgrimsayearbeganvisitinghisgrave.AccordingtoPitt-Rivers,

thiswasapproximatelythesamenu.mberofvisitorseachyearatthe

VヒrsaillepalaceortheLouvreMuseum.DeGaulle'sgraveriyalledthese

prestlgloussltes・

Atthispoint,another"miracle"occurred.Sickpeople

spontaneouslybeganvisitingdeGaulle'sgrave三nordertoprayfbr

recoveryξTheilltouchedthegraveanddedicatedoffとrings,which

quicklypiledup.DeGaullehaddiedonlytobercbornasa"saint."His

placeofrestatColombcybecameasacredsitethatattractedpilgrims,

reminiscentofthc"springofLourdcs"insouthernFrance.Pitt-Rivers

statesthatdeGaulle'scharismaderives丘omnoneotherthan御4η4,and

丘1rtherthatthewellspringofthis〃24η41iesinthefhsionofpolitical

powerandreligioussanctitylWhileperhapsslightlyout-ofdate,this

conclusionsuggeststhepossibilityofdeGaulle'stakingaplacetogether

with:LouisXIVandNapoleon.

Whatisthesigni丘canceofthisanalog7inrelationtothecascof

Japan～IfwctryapPlyingthenotionof"threekings,"wemight

enumeratdbkugawaIeγasu徳 川 家 康,EmperorMeiji明 治,andYbshida

Shigeru吉 田 茂,butanineluctablesenseofinaptnesslingers・Thisis

becauseFranceandJapandi儀)rinthestructureofroya.lauthorit>孔If

thereexistsinJapanakindofmonarchalauthoritアthatcansupPorta

notionof"threekings,"itsurelyliesinthc孟6η 加 天 皇(emperor)system

orthe加 ∬髟 法 主(headabbot)systemofthcHonganji本 願 寺temple・In

the乃o∬ μsystcm,theauthorityofthctraditionalinstitutionderivesf亡om

thebloo(ilineagedescendingf}omthefbunderShinran親 鸞(1173-

1263);charismaarisesoutofthislineageitself:Thus,ratherthantak:ing

uptheissueof"kings"asindividuals,wemustconsiderthepolitical
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60〃 π 勿 ∫漉 〃'ゴoηandthereligious`o〃 π 勿 ∫〃'〃'ノoη.Hereinliesthe

divergencebetweenregalauthorityinEu.ropeandJapan.

Thereare,ofcourse,significantdiffとrencesbetweenthe孟6朋 δand

乃o∬πsystems.Inimperialsuccessiontheprincipleofthe"emperorspirit"

servesamajorfUnction,whileinthc乃 ・∬勿system,successiontocharisma

dependsontheprinciplcof``bloodlineage"stemmingf}omShinran

himsel£Ofcourse,theprincipleofbloodisnotabsentf}omthe婉 〃∂

system,andinthe乃o∬ μsystem,inadditiontotheprincipleofblood,

thesuccessiontospiritualauthoritymaアalsobeconsidered.

Nevertheless,whenwecomparethetwosystems,itisapparentthatthe

纏 加systemstandsmoreo丘enonthecontinuityofspirit,whilethe

加 ∬髟sγstemdependsmoreo丘cnonblooddescent.

Nomattc士howdistanttheactualrelationshiptoShinranmayhave

becomeamonghisdescendants,bloodlineagefUnctionsasacodethat

adequatelyensuresthetransmissionofthecharismaofthefbundeLAt

thesametime,thereductionintheconcentrationofShinran'sblood

maybeconnectedtoathinninginthestrengthofthccharisma.By

comparison,thecontinuityofspiritundergoesnoweakeninginthe

processoftransmission.Inthis,itpossessesarelativelyhigherdegreeof

stabilitythanbloodtransmission.Incomparingthe'6〃 勿and加 ∫∫π

sy・stems,wcmustemphas三zethispoint,fbritcontributcstothc

durabilityofthe云6廨system.WhetherweconsidertheBourbonsof

France,theTUdorsofEngland,ortheRomanoffヨofRussia,theroyal

housesofEuropeallhavcrelativelyshortlifと 一spans.Theirhistoriesshow

repeatedpoliticalupheavalandperiodsoffbreigndomination.By

contrast,thc'6朋 σsysteminJapanisuniqueintheremarkable

continuityofsovereignauthoritγthatitmanifとsts.Onekeytothis

history;atleastintermsofitsstructure,liesintransmissionofauthority

basedonthecontinuityofspirit.Thisissuemaybeexploredby

examiningtheDail6sai大 嘗 祭rites.

2.TheTheoriesofT3udaandOriguchi

Atonetime,theDaij6saiwasacomprehensiveriteconcernedwith
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maintainingcontinuityacrosstheintervalofthedeathofanemperoLIts

overalloutlinehasbecomenebulous,veiledbytheaccumulatcdmean-

ingshintedatinthesubtleproceduresandmultiplestrata.Nevertheless,

itcontinuestoserveasanimportantguidefbrprobingthedeeperlevels

oftheJapanesetenn6system.TbexploretheDaij6saiistoponderthe

verycoreofthetenn6system.

InArticleIlofthefbrmer"LawsoftheImperialHouse"(筋 ん 劒

彭塑 砌 皇 室 典 範),itisstipulatedthat"theritesofaccession(∫o々 痂 即 位)

andtheDail6saishallbepcrfbrmcdinKyoto."Inboth1915and1928,

theceremonyknownasthe"GreatRites"(go'痂'6〃 御 大 典),which

includedboththeaccessionritu且lsandtheDail6sai,wasinfactheld

accordingtothisrule.A丘erde色atinWorldWarII,however,whenthe

new"LawsoftheImperialHou.se"fbrmulatedunderthedirectionofthe

occupationfbrceswerepromulgatedtogetherwiththeJapancse

Constitution,therulewaschanged.Article24states:"Whenthereis

accessiontotherankoftenn6,accessionceremoniesshallbeperfbrmed."

ReferencetotheDail6saihasbeeneliminated,alongwiththe

designationofKyotoasthesitefbrtheaccessionceremonies.In

addition,allreligiouscourtriteshavebecneliminatcd.Inthenew"Laws

oftheImperialHouse,"itisdeterminedthatfbrsuccessiontotherank

oftcnn6,theregulationsgoverningaccessionaresufHcient,andno

mentionwhatsoeverismadeoftransmissioninvolvingtheDaij6sairites,

whichhadhadatraditionofnearlyonethousandyears.

Intheo厂iginalsystem,successiontothemnkoftenn6is

accomplishedonlya丘ertheDaij6saiisperfbrmedinadditiontotherites

ofacccssion.Hcre,thereisafundamentaldifferencewiththe

constitutionalmonarchyofEngland.Originall)ろtheDaij6saiwasa

harvestrite(Niinamcsai新 嘗 祭)perfbrmcdwithinthepalaceinthelatter

partoftheeleventhmonthofeachyear,onthedayofthehare.During

thisrite,offとringsofthenewgrainharvestedthatyearwcremadeto

AmaterasuOmikami天 照 大 神(orthckamiofheavenandearth),and

thetenn6alsopartookofit.Inotherwords,itwasaharvcstritcinwhich

thercwasalointfとastofkamiwithahumanbeing.Whcnthisharvcst

ritewasperfbrmedatthetimeofachangeintenn6,itwascalledthe
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Daij6sai.Thetransmissionoftheh3rvestriteismentioncdasearlyasthe

〃;4η シ廊肋 万 葉 集and劭 ゐ ∫々風 土 記,anditwaswidelypcrfbrmedamong

theagriculturalpeopleofancienttimcs.Itwasgraduallyadoptcdbythe

court,whereitwasrcβncdintoareligiouscourtceremonyperfbrmed

withthetenn6asthecentrahctor.Itisconjecturedthatthisoccurred

3boutthetimeofTヒnmu天 武andJlt6持 統intheseventhcenturyl

TheDail6saiperfbrmedatthetimeofachangeinreignsservesthe

purposeofcnsuringthecontinuityoftheimperialline.Withregardto

thercinsofgovernment,thiscontinuityisfbrmallyrecognizedthrough

theaccessionrites,butmythologically;itisinseparablyboundtothe

notionoftheeternalcontinuityofthetenn6'srebirthrealizedthrough

theDail6sairituals.Theconceptionofeternalcontinuityoftheimperial

lineageissymbolicallyexpressedinthemytholo9γof働 ∫廐 古 事 記and

八%oη ∫加 廐 日本 書 紀bythcarrivalofthedescendantsofthegods.TSuda

S6kichi津 田 左 右 吉hasindicatcdtracesofpoliticalfabricationadded

fromexternalsourcesattherootsofthismythologicalnotion.By

contrast,OriguchiShinobu折 口 信 夫pointedout,inthesamemythology;

λmagico-religiousbasisfbrtheimmutabilityofthetenn6'sspirit.2

Tsuda'senergeticstu.dyoftherecordedmythology,undertaken

duringtheflrsthalfofthetwentiethcentury,greatlyrevisedthe

prevalentconceptionsofthehistoryoftheancientperiod.Thebasic

straininhisthinkingaboutthetenn6systemmaybcsummarizedas

fbllows.First,intheancientperiodinJapan,thercwasnonotionof

ancestorworshippossessingareligiouscharacter.Inotherwords,the

religiousritualsconductedattheIseshrinewereorigin211yfbrthe

worshipofthesundeity;anditwasonlythroughfabricationsoflater

timesthattheycametobeviewedasfhndamentallyfbrtheworshipof

theimperialline.Second,itisamattcrofstatusorrankthatthepolitical

rulerofJ且panhasthecharacterofkami;it.isnotthattherulerasan

individualhumanbeingisakami.The"status"oftheimperialhouseis

seentoendureperpetuallybecauseitisconceivedassymbolizedbythe

eternality・fthesun.

IncontrasttoTsuda'sdiscussionofthetenn6systcm,Origuchi

statesinhisstudy,"ThcFundamentalMeaningoftheDaij6sai"
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TheDaijひg巳TotherightistheYukihal1,tothele丘theSukihall.

From乃6/4ρ4η ∬6E鷹 んoη8叨6彫 α76〃20加 ∬(Tokアo:SophiaUnivers弖ty,1972).

publishedin1928,thatrites長)rthepaciβcationofspiritsandritualsfbr

thedeath_thatis,therebirth_ofthetenn6areinterwovenintothe

Daij6sai.OnthcoccasionoftheDaij6sai,twotemporarystructures

knownastheYUki悠 紀andtheSuki主 基hallsareconstructedonthe

palacegrounds,andwithineach,aplaceispreparedfbrthetenn6to

slccp,withmattresscs(∫ 乃勿 膨 茵)andbedding(ル ∫〃叨4衾).Inorderfbr

thccrownprincctocompletehisqualificationsfbrsuccession,hemust

secludehimselfinthesleepingchamberandenterafast.Inthepassage

ontheadventofthedescendantsofthegods,ノ 〉乃o〃 ∫乃o々ノdescribes

"b
eddingofthesleepingp1ヨce"(〃24踟 々oo〃 ル ∫%〃24真 床 襲 衾)covering

thebodyofNiniginoMikoto.Origuchistatesthatthiscorresponds

exactlytothemattingandbeddingemployedintheDaij6sai.Itwas

believedthatuponremovingthecoversandrising,thesuccessor(乃 痂 響 ●

.ηo〃2ゴ々 o)fbrthe丘rsttimefUllybecametheemperoLAtthistimc,the

spiritofthefbrmeremperorenteredthcbodアofthenewemperorand

begananewtheactivitiesofeternalli色.

Origuchiemphasizesherethatalthoughtheemperor'sphysical
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bodychangeswitheachgeneration,thcspirittransmittedf}ombodγto

bodアisunchanging.Heregardsthisspiritasidenticalwiththeeternal

"
emperor'sspirit"orsoul.Inaddition,whilesuccessiontothethrone

maybeconsideredtofbllowbloodlineagc,itisthetransmissionofthe

unchangingspirit(emperor'sspirit)thatisassumedasamatteroffaith.

Thatwhichritu.allyensurestheimmutabilitアoftheemperor'sspiritis

essentiallyaharvestritualconductedrcgularlyeachyearasaritef～)r

rcbirthandfbrthepaci丘cationofspirits.Attimesofachangeinreign,

thisritualispcrfbrmedastheDaij6sai.

3・SacredWaterRitesandtheHeaver岨yRobe

Fromtheabove,weseethatT3udafbcusesonthestatusofemperorin

treatingthccontinuityoftheimperiallinc,whileOriguchitreatsthc

emperor'sspiritascentral.Thepointofcontrastbetweenthcsetwoposi-

tionsmaybeconsideredcentralininvestigatingthe伍ndamentalnature

oftheemperorsystem,andunderlyingtheirpositionsistheirdif琵rence

inassessingthesignificanceoftheDaij6sai.Thatis,颱udaseesinthe

Daij6saionlythctracesofamagicalfabricationbornthroughapolitical

myth;thisviewhasbeenthemainstreamamongpostwarhistorians.

However,toapproachmorecloselythe"fhndamcntalsigni負c2ncc"ofthe

Daij6sai,itisnccessary丑)rustodepart,togetherwithOriguchi,f}om

丑uda'shistoriciststance.

AsmentionedinChapter5,anumberofritualsareconducted

duringtheentireprocessoftheDaij6saiceremoniescenteringontheday

ofthehareoftheclcventhmonth'31tisnowdifficulttoasccrtainthe

meaningofeachoftheserituals,butthcrearecluesthatallowusto

glimpsetheoriginalnatureofthestillsecrctDaij6sai.Onemajor

sアmbolicthemeisthatofcleansingwithsacredwater,whichis

conspicuousintherituals.Asseenintheyearlyscheduleofritesabove,

priortotheDaij6saitheemperorrepairedtothebanksoftheKamo賀 茂

riverandpcrfbrmedritesofablution(叨z∫ 鍛 伽6禊 祓).Thiswasa

sacredwaterriteinwhichsinsandpollutionwerewashedaway』urther,

ontheday・ofthchareoftheeleventhmonth,theemperorpcrfbrmed
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twiceasecretritecalledOyu-dono-goto御 湯 殿 事(mattersofthehallof

hotwater).

Concerningtheoriginalsigni丘canceofthisriteofbath量ngusing

heavenlγfヒatherrobes,Origuch量conjccturedasfbllows.Becau.seofthe

dcathofhispredecessor,theemperorentersaperiodoffasting,andin

obscrvinghisabstincncehewearsthehempcngarmentcallcda

"h
eavenlyfヒatherrobe."Hence,removingthegarmentinthebath

signi丘eswithdraw訓f}omtheabstinence.Atthattime,thenewemperor

undergoesarenewaloflifヒandgainsthestatusofkami.Againstthis

viewofOriguchi,Saig6Nobutsuna西 郷 信 綱andTakatoriMasao高 取 正

男assertthatthroughwearingtheheavenlyfとatherrobeinthebathin

theKair舛den廻 立 殿chamber,theempcrorattainsthemagico-religious

levelofsanctitysigni尋ingthathehasbecomeapersonoftheheavenly

realm.WhiIeOriguchi飴cusesontheremovalofthegarment,Saig6and

Tilkatorifbcusonwearingit.Ineithercase,itisclearthatthcuseofthe

robeinthebathisacentralfactorinthemagicaltransfもrmationofthe

emperor'sbodアandmind.

4.PacificationofSpiritsandRitesofノ 協oμ7彡

ThesecondissuetobeconsidercdisthattheDaij6saiwasfhndamentally

aritualfbrthepacificationofspirits.Thisthemehasbeenincisivelydis-

cussedinOriguchi's"Dail6sainohongi大 嘗 祭 の 本 義"(TheBasic

MeaningoftheDaij6sai).Hestatesthattheterm"emperor'sspirit"

('8η ηご776ゴ 天 皇 霊)in八 励oη ∫加 廐rcfヒrstothcspiritoftheprcvious

empcroLIntheDail6sai,thcnewemperortakesthisspiritintohisown

body;therebyacquiringhisauthorityasthenewemperor(thisisthcfirst

aspectofspiritpacification).Thcnewrulerwhoasccndedtotherankof

emperordividedtheemperor'sspiritanddistributeditamongthose

closetohim.Thatis,heimbuedrobes(ρ04御 衣)withthedividedspir-

itanddistributedit.Thisiscalledthe"distributionofthcemperor's

robes"or廐 朋 々%伽 万 衣 配(thisisthesecondaspectofspiritpacinca-

tion).Atthecloseofcachγear,inwintcr,theemperor'sspiritwcakens

anddrifts.Inordertoallaythisunstablecondition,inthepalace,inthe
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eleventhmonth,onadaydeterminedbydivination,rites丘)rthecalming

ofthcspirit(魏 〃z4∫肋 ∫乃∠z〃〃26)wereperfbrmed.Thiswasastrcngthen-

ingofthespiritthatwasperfbrmedeveryyear,andmaγbesaidtocorre-

spondtoritcs丘)rthepacificationofthespirit(thisisthethirdmeaning).

IntheDaij6sairitu』sasprescribedinthc・ 動 野'∫乃珈 延 喜 式,ontheday

prccedingthedayofthehareintheeleventhmonth-thatis,thedayof

thetiger_ritesfbrthepaciHcationofthespiritwereperfbrmed.Thesc

riteswcreoriginally・insepヨrablyconnectedwiththeri厂esobservedinthe

YUkiandSukihalls.

Inbrie£Origuchiseekstotraceinthefbundationsoftheharvest

ritesheldneartheendofautumnnotionsofthepaciHcationofspirits

conductedf}omautumntowinteLInthecaseofchangesinthereignsof

emperors,thiswasast止atifiednotioninwhichthespiritoftheprevious

emperorwasnewlybroughttoadheretohissucccssor.Thus,the

Daij6saipossessedafhnctionwhichhadthedoublesignificanceof

afHxingthespiritandofpaciHcation.

AboveIhavesketchedthebasicf}amcworkthatOriguchipresents

in"Daij6sainohongi."Concerningtheissueoftheadherenceofthe

emperor'sspirit,howevcr,Origuchipu.ts飾rthoneadditionaltheorythat

shouldbenoted.TheritualisticcoreoftheDail6sailiesinthesceneof

thejointsleepofkamiandhumanbeingintheYUkiandSukihalls.

Origuchiconjecturcsthatatthattime,thenewempcrorlaydown

togctherwiththecorpscofthepreviousemperor.Concerningthis,

however,Origuch五isunclear,andhealsoappcarstorejectthisidea.

Thercaresomecomplicatedcircumstancesinvolved,bu.titbecameclear

a丘erhisdeaththatinadditiontothcstudytitled"Dail6sainohongi"in

hiscollected.works,therewasalsoanotherpaperofthesametitle.Inthis

secondpaper,heconjccturesthatthebodyofthepreviousemperorwas

placedinthebeddingoftheYUkihall,andthenewemperorsecluded

himselfintheSukihall.Inotherwords,intheYUkihallapacificationof

thespiritwasperfbrmedinordertorevivethcdeceasedemperorby

infhsingthespirit,andthiswaslinkedwiththcemergenceofthenew

empcror,becomingtheincentivebehindthcritesoftheSukihall.

Asapriorstageinthiswayofthinkingwcmaγexpectthcvicwthat
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SketchoftheinterioroftheYukihall.

From乃6ノ ゆ4η8∫8Eη 諺アoη6〃2御'α76〃20η ゴ8∫(Tokyo:SophiaUniversity,1972)・

intheDail6sai,thenewemperorliestogcthcrwiththecorpscofthe

previousemperoLAccordingtothisview,throughlyinginthcsame

bcdding,thetransmissionoftheemperor'sspiritmaybeaccomplished

directly↓Concerningthisview,Origuchihimselftouchesonitinthe

versionofhisstudiesinhis(コb〃 レ`勿4%漉 ∫;hisattitude,however,was

reversedintheversionintheβz4〃 レ孟勿.41nthislatterpiece,henotesthe

opinionthatthebeddinglaidoutintheYUkiandS畆dhallswas"inthe

fbrmofthecorpseofthepreviousemperor,"andrclectssuchan

interpretation.Thus,theversionsinthe(》 〃レ6孟躍W∂ 廊andtheβ 〃〃レ'勿

diffとr,andweseethat,concerningthequestionofthepreviousandnew

emperorslyingtogether,thereisasignificantchangeinOriguchi's

thinking.1」ater,inalectu.reon``ShintoandEthnology"in1933,

Origuchitookupthistopicagain,stating:"Wewouldexpectthata

de丘ledcorpseshouldnotbelaidinasacrosanctplace,butperhapssuch

wasdone."5



THEDAI丿6sAICEREMoNYANDTHETRANsMlssloNoFCHARIsMA 255

AdetaileddiscussionofthisproblemhasbeenundertakenbyHora

Tbmio洞 富 雄,anditappearsthatOriguchiwasatthetimeinclined

towardthethcorythatthepreviousandnewemperorslaydown

togetheL6Awareofthesignificanceofthematter,hecloakedhis

statementsinambiguity;butheappearstohavedetectedintheprelude

portionsofthcDaij6sairitu』tracesofthedeathorafhneralfbrthe

prevlousemperor・

Ifthisisthecase,weareimmediatelyremindcdofthe〃zo即 アゴ殯

ritescommonlypracticcdintheancientperiod.7Aswehavescen,this

wasafUneralmethodinwhichthecorpseisle丘exposedontheground

orplacedinatemporarystru.cturecalleda〃20即7初o叨1γ π 殯 の 宮.There

wereofcourseanumberofvariations,butduringtheperiodritualsto

callthespiritwereper丘)rmed,anda丘eritwasascertainedthattherewas

nohopeofrevival,thecorpsewasburied.福oμ7/riteswcrc.alsowidely

perfbrmedamongtheordin蕁rypeople,butinthecaseoftheemperor,

therewereobservedwiththegreatestsolemnity」foneofthe長)calpoints

ofthcDaij6sai,asnotedearlier,istheinfhsingofthespiritofthe

previousemperorinthebodyofthenewemperor,thenthetimeofthe

御o即7∫ritesafR)rdsacrucialopportu.nity」twouldhavebeennaturalfbr

thcritesf～)rinvitingthespirittobelinkedtothespiritpaciHcationrites

丘)rfixingorin釦singtheemperor'sspirit.Farinthebackgroundofthe

ritualsper長)rmedintheYUkihall,thereglimmersthenotionof叨oμ7ゴ

withitsimagesofdeathandbeckoningofthespirit.

5.MemoriesofaSacredMarriage

Thethirdpo玉ntIwishtoraiscdealswiththeconfigurationofthebed-

dingintheDaij6hallsandthesymbolicworldthatitevokes.TheYUki

andSukihallsfacesouth,standingtotheeastandwestofcachotheL

Theinteriorofeachhallisdividedintonorthandsouthportions,called

the〃2解o室and面 堂respectivelメTheあareaprovidesanantechamber

fbrthechancellor(々4η ρ4々〃 関 白),headpriest(〃z塑1》 宮 主),andcourt

ladies(〃 〃6〃z6采 女),whileinthecenterofthc〃2〃 御,bcddingislaidout

northandsouth,andontheeastside,thereisasmallgod-seat(fbodmat
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fbrthegod,々4〃2ノ ηo∫ ㎎o〃zo神 の 食 薦)fbrmakingoffとrings,andaseat

(〃zゴ々 〃規 御 座)fbrtheemperoLTheemperor'sscatandthcplacefbr

offヒringsarehalfatatamimatinsize,whilethebeddinglaidoutinthe

centerisafUllmat.Atthesouthendofthebeddingawoodenpillowis

placed,andatthcnorthendapairoffbotwcarisarranged.There,atthe

rightandle丘,separatedf士omthetatamimatandplacedinbamboobas-

kcts,areasacredη 忽 魏6絵 服garment(minutelycreascdgarment)and

4初 薦6麁 服(roughlycreasedgarment).

Fromthearrangementinthechamber,itiscle盆rthatthematting

inthecenterrepresentsasleepingphce.WhowastoIiehere,andwhat

sacrcdactivitiestookplace～Earlier,Idiscussedthetheorythatthecorpsc

ofthepreviousemperorwaslaidhere,butthereisnodocumentary

evidencefbrthisintheancicntrecords.Thecmperorsecludedhimself

fbrapproximatelytwohoursintheYUkiandSukihalls,buttherecords

speakonlyoftheprocedu.resfbrmakingoffとrings,statingthathesitsin

theemperor'sseat,makesfbodoffとrings,andpartakesoffbodwiththe

god(AmaterasuOmikami).Regardingthesacredritesinvolvingthe

bedding,thcrecordsaresilent.

Concerningtheissueofwhetherthcrewasapartnerwholaアinthe

bedding,Iwishtomentiononeothertheorγinadditiontotheviewthat

thecorpseofthepreviousemperorwasplacedthere.Thisistheview

thatconjecturesapartnerina"sacredmarriage."Saig6Nobutsuna,fbr

example,assertsthataccessionandtheissueofmarriage3reinseparable,

andth飢unlessthereisanaccompanyingsexualliberation,themagical

poweroftheruler,whoisregardedasmakingnaturefとrtile,wouldlack

thefinishingtouch.Hcconjecturesthatsincethencw"sonofheaven"is

bornasthcchildofAmaterasuOmikami,asacredmarriagefbrthis

purposewasperfbrmedhere.8

AsimilarviewisalsogivenbyOriguchiinhispreviouslγ

mentionedstu.dies,』though且t丘rstglanceitappcarstocontradicthis

theorysetoutbefbre.AccordingtoOrigu.chi,inthebathingprocedures

conductedintheKairyOdenhall,theemperorisattendedthroughoutby

avirginpriestess.Itishertasktoremovetheheavenlγfヒatherrobewhile

theemperorisinthebath,andatthatmomenttheemperorattains
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divinestatusandbecomesf}ee.Sexualdes五reisalsoliberated,andheis

nowpermittedtotouchthcwoman.Whenweconsiderthebathingrites

董nconjunctionwiththebeddinginboththeYUkiandSukihalls,the

possibilitythatthesecretritesinvolvingthebeddingwereritualsofa

sacredmarriageconductedwiththepriestess包rises.Inactuality;inthe

御 解o,whichwasthelyingplaceoftheemperor,seatsfbrwaitingwomen

(〃〃翩6ぬ のweremadeatbothsidesofthepillowatthesouthend,

su.ggestingtheprominentpresenceofthewomanwhoattendedthe

emperorinthesccretriteconductedinthedeepofnight.

6.TheDeathandBirthoftheRuler

Above,wchaveseenthatelementsofavarietyofancientritualsare

interwovenintheDaij6sai.Thesignificanceofthediffとrentritesisnot

completelyclear,buttherearehintsfbrtreatingtheissuestheγpresent.

Here,asamethodfbrconsideringtheancientritualconceptsinthe

Dail6sai,Iwillproposetworitual丘ameworksinwhichtoviewit.The

firstistheritualf}ameworl(f}omtheaccession(∫6η ∫o践 祚)totheritesof

enthronement,andthesecondisthe丘ameworkf}omthefUneraltothe

Daij6sai.Thefirstf}ameworkcorrespondstothatofaccession-succession

inEuropeanroyalauthoritylTheaccessionceremoniesarethoscin

which,onthedcathoftheking,authorityisimmcdiatelyinvestedinthe

nextking;inJapan,thisiscalled∫6〃 ∫o・Bycontrast,successionritesare

thoseinwhich,af辷eractualsuccessiontothethrone,thisfactisomcially

andpubliclyproclaimed;inJapan,thiscorrespondstothe∫o々 〃ゴrites,the

stateceremony長)rthesoci』andinternationalrecognitionofroyalsuc-

ceSSIon.

This丘ameworkofaccession-succcssioniswidelyusedintrcatments

ofEuropeanroyalauthoritγWiththeDalj6sai,however,complex

problemsariseinthatitpossesseselementsthatdonotnecessarilyfit

withinthis丘amework.Ofcourse,inatraditionalcontext,theDail6saiis

conductedinconnectionwiththeceremonyofsuccession,butthis

丘ameworkcannotelucidatetheparticularsignificanceoftheDaij6sai.

TheoutlineoftheDaij6saicannoteasilybeseenintermsofan
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extensionoftheWestern丘ameworkofaccession-succession.

Rather,thespecialritualcharacteristicsoftheDaij6saiarebetter

clarifiedwhenconsideredinrelationtothefUneralritesfbrthedeceascd

emperoLThisisawayofthinkinginwhichthelifとcycleisassumed

withintheproblemofsuccessionofimperialauthority;theproblemof

thedeathofthepreviousemperorandthebirthofthencwempero二

Basedonthis,Ipostulateanotherritualprocess,fUneral-Daij6sai,asa

secondframework.Thissecondf}ameworkcomprisesaqualitatively

distinctdimensionf}omthcfirst;nevcrtheless,itstandsinarelationship

withitofatcnsionofmutualattractionandantagonism.Inorderto

illuminatetherelationshipofopposition,Iwillgivearough,basicsketch

ofthesecondfねmework.Theissuetobeconsiderediswhatsortof

relationshipwasoriginallyinvolvedbetweentheDaij6saiofthenew

emperorandthefUneralofthedeceasedemperoL

InSeptember1988,EmperorSh6wa昭 和(Hirohito裕 仁)suddenly

tookill.Fromthattime,ritualsfbrtherecoveryoftheemperorwere

pcrfbrmedintemplesandshrinesthroughou.tJapan・Thesetempleand

shrineritesdatebacktotheNaraandHeianperiod.Amongthcm,the

prayersperfbrmedinesotericBuddhismholdparticu.larimportanccand

havebeenregardedaspossessinggreatpowcraspray・ersfbrthehealthof

theemperorandthewelレbeingoftheco亘ntryJtwasKOkaiwhofirst

pcrfbrmedsuchesotericriteswithinthepalaceapproximately1200years

ago.Fromthattimcdowntothepresent,mostJapancseBuddhist

institutionshavepcrfbrmedprayersinsomcfbrmfbrtheemperor's

healtha耳dthesafとtyofthecountr>乙

Arepresentativeexamplei.sthe"LatterSeven-dayRites"

@∫ 肋 乃勿 ∫6ん 〃2∫一∫ん 乃o後 七 日御 修 法)observedfbroneweekeachye2r

fromJanuary8atTδlitemplc(thefbrmalnameofthetempleis

Ky66gokokuji教 王 護 国 寺)inKyoto.gItiscallcdthe"LatterSeven-day

Rites"becauseintheimperialcourt,thcfirstweekofthencwyearis

devotedtonewyearobservancescalledthe∫66ん6節 会.Inthepast,

ancientShintocercmoniesofthe∫ κ肋wereperfbrmed,andfbllowing

onthemtheesotericBuddhistriteswereperfbrmedinthcsecondweek

Thecentralpurposeoftheseriteswastopray長)rthewell-beingofthe
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empe「o「 ・

Anotherexampleisthe"RitefbrtheSecurityoftheNation"

(4η6伽 々o々々4勿 安 鎮 国 家 法)observedatEnryakuji延 暦 寺onMt.Hiel.

Itisnotconductedannuall)ろbutwasobserved,a丘erasixtyyearlapsc,

長)roneweekfヒom4Aprill984.Itisanesotericritualofhighsolemnitア

and丘)rmalitywithatraditiondatingbacktotheHeianperiod,and,2s

itsnameindicates,isdedicatedtoprayersfbrthewelfareofthecountry;

Itisnotablcthatonthcmiddledayoftheobservance,imperial

cmissariesparticipate.Insidcandoutsidethecentralworshiphall

(々o塑o解 勿 面 根 本 中 堂),temporaryhallswereerectedandthehead

abbot(TendaizasuYamadaEtai天 台 座 主 山 田 恵 諦)conductedthe

serVlces.

WeseethattheintimaterelationshipbetweenBuddhismandthe

imperialcou.rthashadalonghistory;Asaresult,specialhigh-ranking

templesknownas〃zoηz6窺 ブ珈 門 跡 寺 院wereconstructedasresidences

fbremperorsormembersofthcimpcrialfamily;andgraduallythese

templescametohousethegravesofpersonsofimperialblood.Such

templesmaybesaidtohaveservedasplacesfbrprayerfbrthewelfarcof

theimperialfami玉yandassitesfbrimperialgraves.

ItmustfUrtherbenotedthatthefbundersandprominentfigurcsof

thevariou.sBuddhistschoolshavereceivedtitles丘omtheemperorssuch

as"greattcachcr"(6んzゴ ∫丿らzl大自市)or"teachertothenation"(々o々 〃∫加 国 師).

Takingtheminhistoricalorder,Saich6最 澄oftheTヒnda五schoolwas

giventhenameDengy6伝 教Daishiin866;K畆 【ai空 海wasnamedK6b6

弘 法Daishiin921;EnniBennen円 爾 弁 円oftheRinzaiZen臨 済 禅

schoolreceivedthenameSh6ichi聖 一Kokushiin1311;H6nen法 然of

thePureLandschoolreccivedthenameEnk6円 光Daishiin1688;

Shinran親 鸞finallyreceivedthenameKenshin見 真Daishiin1876;

D6gen道 元thenamcJ6y6承 陽Daishiin1879;andNichiren日 蓮the

nameRissh6立 正Daishiin1921.Thegreatdif艶renceslnthetimesat

whichthesenameswerebestowedhastodowiththenatureofthe

relationshipbetweenthereligiousinstitutionandtheimperialcourt,and

』sothepoliticalconditionsofthetimes.

Fromsuchexamples,wcsecthatbetweentheimpcrialhouseand
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Buddhismtherehasexistedveryclosecontact.Iwillconsiderthe

significanceofthiswithregardtotwospecificmatters.First,thenatu.re

ofthe":LatterSeven-dayRites,"whichisdiscussedmorefhllyinChapter

5,andsecond,theproblemofthefUneralritcsfbrtheemperoL

7.The正atterSeven-dayRitesan(ltheCeremonialRobe

Asmentionedbefbre,itwasK亘kaiwhoprevailedupontheimperial

cou.rttointroducetheLatterScven-dayRitesasanobservanceinthe

palace.ThisoccurredduringthereignofEmperorNinmy6仁 明in834,

theyearbcfbreKOkai'sdeath.K亘kaierectedapracticehallcalled

Shingon'inonthepalacegrounds,enshrinedesotericimagesincluding

thetwomandalasandFud6Mγ66不 動 明 王,andestablishedasystemfbr

theperfbrmanceofprayerrites魚rtheemperoL

WhatwasK直kai'sintentioninthis～8

Tbbcgin,wemustfirstnotethatShingon'in真 言 院wasconstructcd

almostatthecenteroftheinnerpalacc,sothatitstoodbesidcthc

Shishindcn紫 宸 殿cercmonialcourthallandtheSeirア6den清 涼 殿

imperialresidence.Slightlyap3rtfromthiscentralareawasthe

Onmア6ry6陰 陽 寮,andfUrtheroutwastheMinistryofKamiAf伍irs

(Jingikan神 祇 官).Theonmy6ry6wastheTaoistcenter,whichhandled

divination,andtheJingikanwastheshintoofficethatadministeredthc

shrinesthrou,ghoutthecountrアWhenwelookattherelativelocations

ofShingon'in,onmy6ry6,andJingikan,wegraspthegreatimportance

withwhichKUkai'sesotericBuddhismwasregardcdatcourt.

Sccond,thccarlγHeianpcriodduringwhichK畆 【aiwasactivcwas

oneinwhichthephenomenaofangryspirits(o耀 γδ 怨 霊)andsplrit

possession(〃20ηo〃o々6物 の 怪)causedgreatfとaLIntermsofimpcrial

reigns,itcorrespondstotheeraf}omEmperorKanmu桓 武(L781-806)

toNinmy6(L833-850).0η1:γ δarethcangryspiritsofpeoplewhodie

violentoruntimelydeathsbecauseofpoliticalintrigue,andamongthem

themost艶aredwastheangryspiritofSawaraShinn6早 良 親 王.

Shinn6wastheyoungerbrotherofEmperorKanmu,butwas

excludedf}omthelineofimperialsuccessionanddiedbyhisownhand
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丘1110fresentmcnt.Therea丘er,aseriesofstrangeeventsoccurredaround

theemperor,anditwasbelievedthatthcangryspiritofShinn6wasthe

cause.Itwasev自nsaidthatKanmu'sdeathwasbroughtonbythecurse

ofShinn6.

Examplcsof御oηo〃o々6maybeseeninthelater乃 々 げ(靠 吻 源 氏

物 語.Likeangryspirits,〃20〃oηo々6spiritpossessionwasconsideredthe

causeofextraordinaryoccurrences,disasters,andsickness,anditrefとrred

toIivingspiritsandspiritsofthedeadwhosecursestookavarietyof

長)rms.Itwasduringtheperiodwhen〃zoηoηo々8phenomcnabegan

occurringf}equentlythatShingon'inwasbuiltwithinthepalace.K〔ikai

discernedthecurrentsofthetimcswithgreatsensitivityと

Peopleoftheperiodwereeagertodiscovermeansbアwhichto

protectthemselvesagainstangrアspiritsandspiritpossession.Thiswasan

urgcntconcernoftheemperoraswell.Obscrvingthis,KUkai

pronouncedesotericritestobethefbrcmostmeansfbrrepellingthe

attacksofangryandevilspirits.Hispromotionaleffbrtshadtheireffとct

inhis丘nalyears,resultinginthcconstructionofShingon'in.Shingon'in

wasanopulentandelegantritualsp且ccfbrtheext互rpationofevilspirits

thatmighthavepossessedtheempcror'sbodyf}omwithout.

LetusnowconsiderthenatureofthcritualsofthcLattcrSeven-

da)・ 照tesconductedinShingon'in.Theritescenteredonburning 、望o叨4

atthe望 叨4砺 η 護 摩 壇altarandchantingmantras且nddharanisbefbre

buddhasandbodhisattvas;ofprimeimportance,however,wasthe

incantationritescalledGyoikaji御 衣 加 持.

LiketheShishindenhall,Shingon'inwasconstructedfacingsouth.

Inthecenterofthenorthernpartoftheinterior,fivegreat耀 γδ∂ 明 王

statueswereplacedwithFud6不 動atthcccnter,andinthesouthern

partofthchall,facingnorth,wasplacedaspecialseatcalledtheseatof

勉 ガ・Atthewestsideofthescatwasthe"tablefbrtheimpcrialrobe"

㎏ γo∫一z〃々 解 御 衣 机).

Inthiscase,theemperors飢intheseatof々41ヴtoreceivetheprayers

飴rs且credprotection.Whcntheemperordidnotparticipateinperson,a

garmentofhiswouldbeplacedontherobe-tableandmantrasand

dharaniswouldbcchantedwhilcfhcingit.Thus,throughprayersand
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incantationsperfbrmedoveraperiodofoneweek,specialpowerwould

beimpartedtotherobe.

Atfirst,thejewel-bodyincantation(《 γo 磁々 厩 ゆ々 玉 体 加 持)was

perfbrmed,butgraduallアachangewasmadetothcrobeincantation,

whichbecamethestandardpractice.Onconclusionofthescrvice

period,theemperorputontherobe,andevilorobstructivespiritsthat

clungtohimwereexorcised.Inthisway;theemperorreceivednewvital

powe「s・

TheLatterSeven-dayRites,asareligiouseventofthenewyear

conductedtopuri尋thecmperor'sphysicalbodythroughBuddhist

rituals,appearstocorrespondcloselyinsigni丘cancetothcNiinamcsai

harvestriteconductedinthepalaceeachyearonthed3yofthehareat

thecloseoftheeleventhmonth.Thisautu.mnritu.alwasapurelγShinto

ceremonyduringwhichtheemperoroffとrednewgraintothegodsof

heavenandearthandpartookofittogetherwiththem.

Througheatingthenewgrainwiththegods,thespiritualauthority

oftheemperorhimselfwasstrengthened,andthisinfactwasconsidcred

thecentralpurposeoftherite.Fromfi江ltowinterthcempcror'svital

powcr(emperor'sspirit)wouldgraduallyweaken,andtheharvestrites

servedtoinvigoratethatpowerandrestoreittoitsoriginalcondition.

Theaimwastostrengthentheinnerspiritoftheemperor,andonthe

occasionofachange1nemperor,theritewascalledDaij6sai.Inthisrite,

thestrengthenedspiritoftheemperorwastransfとrrcdtothephysical

bodyofthenextemperoL

Viewedinthislight,weseethattheNiinamesaiharvestritesheld

annu.allyintheeleventhmonthandtheLatterSeven-dayRitesheldin

thefirstmontharerelatcdinmeaning.Theharvestriteshadthepurpose

ofstrengtheningtheinternalspiritoftheemperor,whiletheseven-day

servicewasconductcdtocliminatespiritsthathadfastenedonthe

emperor'sbodyf}omwithout.

Moreovcr,iftheNiinamesaiheldwhentheharvestriteshadended

isconsidcredaShintostylewinterceremony;thentheserviceheldinthe

firstmonthclearlyhasthecharacterofanesotericstylespringceremonyl

TheNiinamesaiandtheSeven-dayRitestogetherforma
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complementaryritualsystemfbrstrengthepingtheemperor'svitaI

powersbothinternallyandexternallyと

ObservanceoftheLattcrSeven-dayRiteswassuspendedby

proclamationofthegovernmentadministrationofficeintheninth

monthof1871,endingalongtraditionwithintheimperialpalace.

Later,however,arevivalmovementarose,andpermissionwasgrantcdto

perfbrmtheservicef}omJanuary1883inKanj6in灌 頂 院adbji東 寺,

whereitcontinuestobeper長)rmcdtodaメ

8.TheBuddhistFuneraloftheEmperor

Letusturnheretoaconsiderationofthefhneralritesfbrtheemperor,in

which,fbrover1200yearsf丗omthetimeofEmperorTenmu(L673-

686),Buddhistmonksandnunsweredeeplyinvolved.10Thetraditional

practiceswereabandonedatthetimeofEmperorMeiji'sfhneral.The

fhneralofEmperorTaish6大 正fbllowedthee粗mpleofMeiji,andthe

reccntfhneralofEmperorSh6wacontinuedtheadoptiongfaShinto

styleriteinwhichBuddhistmonkswereexcluded.Thus,thechanges

duringtheMeijierawcrenotconHnedtotherealmofpoliticswith"the

restorationofimperialrule."Eventhemethodsofhandlingtheemper-

or'scorpscsawsigni丘cantalteration.Thepoliticalrevivalofimpcrialrule

precipitatedaradicalrefbrmoftraditionalrites.

At12:43a.m.on30Julyl912,EmperorMeijidied.Accessionrites

fbrthenewemperorwereheldimmediatcly;andatdawn,thc叨oμ7ガ

hall("ZOμ7彡7ZO"Zぞ γ4)wasconstructedfbrthecorpseofEmperorMeili.

Thecorpseremainedinthe〃20即7;hallfbrfbrty一 βvedaysandreceived

thefhneraryp3rtingsoftheimperialfamilyandthechiefomcersofthc

state・Thenat8:00P・m・onSeptember13,itwastransportedbycarriage

acrossthebridgeofthepalacetothefUneralhallatAoyama.Ithadbeen

in〃20μ 万fbramonthandahal£throughtheheatofsummerinAu.gu.st

andSeptembeLA丘erthefUneralceremoniesatAoyama,thecorpsewas

immediatelyputonatraintoKyoto,whereitwasburiedatthe

Momoyama桃 山burialmound.

Whilethefhneralceremonieswerebeingperfbrmed,therewasno
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participationbyBuddhistmonks,fbrstateShintohadalreadybeen

Hrmlアestablishedasthebackbone・ftheMeijistate.Throughapoli(:y

oftheseparationofShintoandBuddhism,thelatterwascompletely

excludedf}omstateceremonics.

Halfacenturyearlier,however,conditionswerequitcdif甃rent.

EmperorMeiji'sfatherEmperorK6mei孝 明diedon25December

l866.Ontheninthdayofthefirstmonthofthefbllowingyear(1867),

theimperialprince,thefutureEmperorMeili,underwentthe

ceremoniesofacccssionintheKogosho小 御 所intheimperialpλlace.

Onthenextday}monksf}omSenny司i泉 涌 寺inKヅotowenttothe

palace,andf}omthehourofthemonkeア(4:00p.m.),intheSciry6den

hall,perfbrmedritesfbrplacementofthebodアinthecofHn.Theleader

oftheservice,Jingen尋 玄,theabbotofSenny司i,andtheothermonks

decoratcdthechapelhallandchantedsutras.Ontheseventeenthday」

thebodyofthela亡eemperorwaslaidtorestinaburialmoundinthe

precinctsofScnnyαji.Duringtheritesonthisday;theleaderwasagain

Jingen.weseethatinthecaseofEmperorK6mci's血neral,theritesof

the吻oμ7ガhallarehiddeninshadows,anditistheplacementinthe

comnandbu.rialbアBuddhist .monksthatemergesinthefbref士ont.This

wasnotconHnedtothecaseofK6mei.Emperorsupuntiltheeveofthe

MeijiRestorati・nrcccivedtheirsendingofft・theworld・fdeathatthe

handsofBuddhistmonks.

Senny両i,whichconductedthefUneralritesbrK6mci,isatpresent

locatedinHigashiyama-ku東 山 区intheeasternhillsofKヅoto,andis

oneoftheheadquarterstemplesoftheShingonschool.Itissaidtohave

beenfbundedbyKUkai,buttheoriginsarenotclearlアknown。Senny司i

suddcnlyemergedintoprominenceonthestageofhistoryduringthe

Kamakuraperiod.A丘ertheJ6kyα 承 久Disturbancein1221,shij6四 条

becameemperorattheageofjusttwo,andthendicdin1242a丘eronly

tenyears.Relatedtemplesofthevariousschools,fとaringthebλkufU,

declinedtoconductthefhneralrites飴rtheemperor.Atthattime,

Sennγ 両iconsentedtoperfbrmthefUneralandconductedtheburialina

mound,thcT$ukinowary6月 輪 陵,builtwithinthetempleprecincts.

Thereaf㌃er,SennyOjibecamethefbrmalburialtemplefbrthe
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imperialfゑmily;andcametobeknownsimplyas"thetemplc"(〃2彡 一孟砌

御 寺).IntheEdoperiod,fUncrals飾rempresscsandmembersofthc

nobilitywereconductcdatthistemple,andmortu衾rytablets(乃 巍 位 牌)

areenshrinedthere.Correspondingly;inthepalacealsoastructurcinthe

stykofastorehousec』ledthe"blackhall"(o一 躍々oゐ お 黒 戸)wasbuilt,

Buddhistimageswerecnshrined,andmortuarytabletsfbrthesuccessive

emperorsandcmpresseswereplacedthere.

Nevcrtheless,intheeightmonthof1871,themortuarγtabletsand

allBuddhiststatuesandimplementswereremovedf}omtheimperial

residcnceandtakentoSennγ 両iandHanjuin般 舟 院.Thiswasaccording

tothepolicyofthesep衾rationofShintoandBuddhism.Atthistime,the
"bl
ackhall"wasalsomovedtotheinnerprecinctsofSennyOji.Further,

theBuddhist-stアleburialmoundsofemperorsandgravesofempresscs

andmembersofthenobilitywereconHscatedandplacedunderthe

jurisdictionoftheofnceofburialmoundsoftheImperialHousehold

Agencメ

Asnotedearlier,fbralongperiodthesuccessiveemperorsweresent

OfftOtheOtherWOrldbアthehandSOfBUddhiStmOnkS.LetU.SeXplOre

thismatterfhrther.

FromtheHeianperiod,thepracticeofcrcmation(幽 あ 荼 毘)

spreadwidelybothinthecourtandamongtheordinarypeople,andthe

corpseoftheemperoralsocamctobecremated.Later,ontheburial

moundonlyastone∫o加 伽wasplacedasmarkeLThiscu.stom,however,

wasabandonedwiththegrcatfhneralofEmperorGo-K6my6後 光 明,

whodiedin1654,andreplacedbyburiaLThatis,achangef士om

cremationtoburialissceninthetrcatmentofthecorpsesofemperors.

Remarkably}however,a丘erthis,themethodofcremation丑)llowed

byburialcametobcpracticed長)rthebodiesofemperors.Further,with

boththccrcmationandtheburial,Bu.ddhistmonkswereinvolved.Thc

ritualperfbrmanceofcremationinthefhneralrites飴rtheemperor

indicatesthedepthofBuddhistinHuence.ThecustomofBuddhist-style

cremationhadalongtraditiongoingfarbacktotheNaraperiod,tothe

fburthyearofthereignofEmperorMonmu文 武(700)whenthecorpse

oftheHossδ 法 相schoolmonkDδshδ 道 昭wascremated.The
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connectionbetweenhu.mandeathandthesmokeoftheflresof

crcmationwasacrucialelementinthedevelopmentofthevicwof

natureandthesenseofimpermanenceamongtheJapanesepeoplesince

t}lcancientpcriod.

Needlesstosaγ,thesuccessionrites飼rtheemperorthe

Daij6sai-tookplacewhilethedeathofthepreviousemperorwasstill

f}eshinthememorylHence,theflowf士omthefuneralritestothe

successionritesconsistedofanunbroken,unifiedritualprocess,

con(1μctedwithinthememoryofacrisisofdeath.

Thetransmissionofthestatusofemperorwascompletedwiththe

Daij6sai.Itisconductedpreciselyatthepointthatthetreatmentofthc

corpseofthepreviousemperorhasbeensmoothlymanaged.Moreover,

thetreatmentofthecorpsehasbeenaccolnplishedwhentheemperor's

spirithasbeenfhllyseparated丘omit.Thisisbecau.setheDail6saiasthe

riteofsuccession,viewedconceptually;signifiestheactbywhichthe

empcror'sspirit,whichhasbeentransmittedandreccivcdbythe

successiveemperorsdownthroughhistory;isreceivedintohisphアsical

bodybythenewemperoLRitesofsuccessionwereundertakenprecisely

inorderthat,aftertheseparationofspiritandflesh,thenewreceptionof

thatspiritcouldberealizcd.

ThefUndamcntalcharacteroftheDaij6saiasariteofsuccession

wasthereceptionoftheeternalandimmutable"empcror'sspirit"f}om

thebodyofthepreviousemperoLThatis,thespiritualauthorityth且t

departed丘omthecorpseofthepreviousemperor,throughspecificrites

fbrthepacificationofthespirit,wasbroughttochargethebodyofthe

newruleLThiswasthesignificanceoftheDail6sai.Ifthisisthecase,the

fhneralrites島rthepreviousemperoraboveallconf}ontcdtheproblcm

ofhowtobringaboutthescparationofthecorpseandthcspirit.The

cntireproccssf卜omthe御o望7ゴritesimmediatelyafterdeathtoburial

riteswaspreciselyfbrthatreasoncarefUIIアarranged.Itwasanurgent,

indispensableritualprocessundertakeninordertocompletethe

Daij6sai・
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Conclusion

Viewedinthisway;weseethatintheDaij6sai,thememoryof

variousfbrmsof且ncicntritesarereflectedinmultiplelaγers.Itis

impossibletoconsideritaunitaryritedevelopedf}omaconceptasf}om

asinglelightsource.ConcerningtheDaij6sairites,intricatelyrelated,

andattimescontradictory,interpretationshavebeenputfbrthin

juxtaposition.Thishasnotbeenwithoutpurpose.Inonesense,itmay

besaidtohavebeenanexampleindicatingaccu.ratelyhowdifncultisthe

taskofgraspingthedeepstrataofthefbundationofkingship.Hence,in

ordertoapprehendtheoverallfbrmoftheDaij6sai,wemustunderstand

thatinthebackgroundmanγfhrtherworldsundcrlieit.Thisstudアhas

touchedonlyonthethcmesofthesacredwaterandtheincantationrobe

thatappearintheprocessoftheDaij6sairituals,takennoteofthe

problemsofpacificationofthespiritandthetransmissionofthe

emperor'sspirit,toucheduponthethemesofthesecretactivitiesofthe

lyingplaceandthefhneralrites,andattemptedtoprobetheproblemof

theemperor'sdeath吻oμ7ノ)andsexualactivity(sacredmarriage).

MaxWeber,inhisdiscussionofAsianrcligions,comparesthe

JapancseemperorsystemandthetheocracyofTibet3nlamaism,using

thenotionofsecrctcloistering(ノ ζZ4z4∫z〃うasakeyconcept.Althoughhe

makesonlybriefcomments,Ihavekeenlyfdttheneedtoconsiderthe

"th
eocracゾbasedontransmigrationofthespiritinTibetandJapan,in

contrastwiththe"Orientalau.tocracy"ofChinaandIndia.Thc

comparativereligiousexaminationoftheDaij6saihasseemed

prerequisitetothcresolutionofthisproblem.Comparativestudicsof

acccssionritesamongthepeoplesofnorthAsiaandtheJapancse

Daij6saihavealreadybeenundertakenbアhistoriansandanthropologists,

butnumerousproblemsremain.




