
CHAPTER9

THEFELLowsHIPoFDEATH:

GENsHINANDHIsCIRcEoF

PuREL,ANDAsPIRANTs

1.ThePhilosophyofDeathinPictureandSermon

Huizingastatesin乃6陥 ηガ〃gげ 云加Mゴ 謝 ん ノ啌 ∫thatEuropeinthe

medievalperiodarticulatedau.niquelyinsistentconceptionofdeath.I

Representativeexamplesofitsexpressionaretheexhortationstomind二

fhlnessofdeathindailylifと(〃z繝6彫o御o万)一themajorthemeinthe

sermonsofthef}iarswhoemergedf}omthethirteenthcentury-andthe

woodblockprintsdepictingdeathasaputrelシingcorpsethatdeveloped

inthe且 丘eenthcenturメIn1485,theParisprinterGuyotMarchantpub-

lishedthef}rsteditionoftheD4η κ げD64功(1)諺 η∫6〃z4`4か ど)with

woodblockillu.strations,stirringfヒelingsofterrorinthosewhoviewedit.

Thevisionofdeaththatwasrepeatcdlyproclaimedf}ornthechurch

pulpitindailアsermonsaccordedwiththedepictionsofphysicaldeca)乙

Thecontemptfbrthebodywasrelatedtothesacredchorusurging

peopleto"thinkondeath"throughoutlife.Justatthistime,

HieronymousBosch(1450-1516),whoisknowntobelongtothe丑rst

rankofthe"cursedarts"(〃'初o諺)oftheprofaneworld,producedpanel

a丘erpanelwithcolorfUldepictionsexpressingthisgrotesquenessand

麁ar.Bosch'srepresentationsofheavenandhelldiffとrf}omthoseof

Danteinthatthcyarepossessedoftheodorofdecomposit三 〇nandthe

drollhumorofthephysicalbodyl

InJapan,itwasf}omthecloseoftheHeianperiodtotheearly

Kamakuraperiodthataphilosophyofdeathspread,impartinga
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powerfUlstimulustotheworldoftheimagination.Thiswasthetime

丘omtheendofthcancientperiodandoftheascendancyoftheimpcrial

courttothcfbmativeperiodofthemedievalworld.Concretelγ,the

philosophyofdcathcametof}uitionwiththecompilationofthevarious
"talesofbirthinthePure:Land"@∂ 漉 η 往 生 伝)andtheproductionof

."

picturesofthesixcourses(ordimensions)ofexistence"@加 痴Lz〃 六 道

図)suchasthehorizontalhandscrollsofhcll(ノ@々 〃z～勅 ノ地 獄 草 紙)and

offhmishedspirits(解 ゴ々脇 ん 餓 鬼 草 紙)・Atatimcwhcnthcancientstate

sustainedb)7theauthorityofthcnobilityfacedprofbundcrisis,various

talesofbirthinthePureLandsuchasthc八%oη φ∂望 加 吻 加 廐 日本 往 生

極 楽 記andthe飾 々々 6望 η廓 法 華 験 記wcrecompiledandavidlアrcad・In

them,storiesofthelivesandmir且culousbirthsihthePureLandof

伍mou.smonksweretold,butinaddition,anumberofaccountsofthe

death_thatis,rebirthintheBuddharealm-ofordinarypcoplewere

alsoincluded.

Itiscommontothinkofthe"talesofbirthinthePurcLand"as

storiesofillu.striousmonks,butwemustnotoverlooktheroleofthis

literatureasakindofguidebookindeath,providingmodelsofhow

humanbeingsoughttomeettheirend。Thebiographiesofeminent

monkschieflyconcernthereligiou.slifヒcharacterizedbythearisingof

aspirationfbrenlightenmcntandtheperfbrmanceofpractices,butit

apPearsthat,bycontrast,the``talesofbirthinthePureLand"hadthe

purposeofdelineatingthetheoryandpraxisofdeathinitsvarious

伍cets_thepreparationfbrdeath,theawarenessofdeath,themethods

ofdeath,andsoon.Whenviewedinthisway;thetalesofbirthinthe

PureLandmaybeseentocorrespondtothesermonsondeaththat

Huizingaspeakso£andthewoodblockprintsoftheD4η66げD8〃 乃

havetheircountcrpartinthehellscrolls.Thereisnoneedtoinsiston

thiscorrelation,butitisusefUlindelimitingthescopeofourconcerns

inthischapteL

ThePureLandteachingandthenotionofthedecadentlast

dharma-agethatspreadattheendofthecourtlyperioddidnot

necessarilyidealizemiraculousdeath,buttheydidgivcrisetoanotionof

salvationthatinvertedtheresignationtodeathandtrans飴rmeditintoa
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leapintolifヒ.Thepersonwhosuccess丘111ycrγstallizedthespiritofthe

PureLandteachingofthisperiodandtheoreticallysystematizedthe

"

gazeupondeath"wasEshinS6zuGenshin恵 心 僧 都 源 信(942-1017),

andtheguidingworkthatfixedthefbundationfbrthenotionofthe

intcriorlinkbetweendeathandrebirthfbundinmuchofthetale

literaturewashismagnumopus,盈 ∫6纏4ム プ加 β〃云乃 ノ〃 坊6劭 解 五4η ノ

(q勿 廊勿 往 生 要 集).Inthiswriting,Gcnshinprcsentsauniquevisionof

theillustrationsofthedecayofthehumanbodyandfbrmalizedfbrthe

HrsttimeinJapanthesermonof"themindfhlnessofdeath."'Here,we

βndexpoundedthemethodsofcontemplativenenbutsuperfbrmedout

ofaspirationf～)rthePureLandandabhorenccofthisdefiledworld.This

wasapproximatelγtwoccnturicsbefbrethewandering丘iarsofmedieval

EuropeenergeticallyperfヒctedtheirsermonsonthemindfUlnessof

death.

2.DefiledDeathandPureDeath:

驫 磁4緬7B〃 痂 〃珈P〃 κL砌4((物 ∂・勧

盈 ∫6η'勿ムノ∂7β 〃功 勿 功6-Pμ 解Z4η グbeginsbyclarifyingtheprecisemeth,

odsfbrthesustainedcontemplationofhell.Ratherthanadirectvisual-

izationbfdeath,thiscontemplationconsistedoflivingasthougha

corpse,therebyseekingtomani免stakindofphysiologicallyexistential

attitude.Bythis,Imeanthatnenbutsupractitionerswhoaspirefbrthe

PureLandseektoactualize,throughthemodesofsightandofe2chof

theothersenses,thecorrelationbetweentheirownphアsicalbodyanda

putrifンingcorpse.Thisincludesvisualizingthcphysicalbod量esbu.rning

inthewhiteheatofhell,hearingthescrcamsofagonyofthedead,expe-

riencingthepoolsofexcretaandurine,tastingthebitternessofthetea.rs

andthehunger,andfとelingonone'sownfleshtheflagellationsofthe

Hamesandthewhips.Inotherwords,theaimistobecomeonewiththe

deadinhell-tocalltomindthevariou.sscenesoftormentandtolive

thescrmonsofhell.Then,thepractitionersmustabandonallwords

otherthanthencnbutsu念 仏and,likeonestruckdumb,gropetheirway

towarddeath.



300THEFELLowsHIpoFDEATH

ThecontemplationsofhellandofthePureLand,ihthebeginning,

serveasashortcuttoorvistaonworldsofotherdimensions.Examples

ofsuchvistasaretheeightgreathells(加6ん ぬ ゴゴ彡go々〃 八 大 地 獄),

includingthcfirsthellofTbkatsu等 活(betweenlifヒanddeath),andthe

sixcourses,includingthespheresofhellandoffamishedspirits,aswell

asthedanceofthcBuddhaandbodhisattvasinthePureLandahdtheir

comingtowelcomebeingsofthisworld.Thelogicaldevelopmentofthe

島 ∫6励4ム ノみr一β彡肋movesf}omthecontemplationofthedefilementof

thesixpaths,includinghell,tothevisionofthePu.reLand.Asstatcd

befbre,thiscontemplativepracticein血ctwasadoptedself二consciouslyas

amethodfbrpursuingaphysiologicalexistentialism.Thisisprobed

mostthoroughlynotinrelationtothecontemplationofhell,butinthe

contemplationofthccourseofhumanexistence・

Humanexistenceisgraspedintermsoftheprocessofthedecayof

thecorpse,butonmovingtothefollowingchapteronthe

contemplationofthePurcLand,wcfindthattheidcalizedbodyof

Amida阿 弥 陀Buddha,envisionedthroughbothmacroscopicand

microscopicβlters,istheobjectofcontemplation.Thcmovementhere

isatransfbrmationf丗omthecontemplationofthedcHledworldofdeath

tothecontemplationofthepurifiedworldofbirth,butthismaybe

statedinshortasacontemplationmediatedbythedualvisionofthe

pollutionandpurif董cationofdeath.Thcworldofthesixpathsis

overlaidwiththeimagcofdefileddeath,whiletheworldoflightofthe

PureLandradiatestheimageofpuri飾ngdeath.Theendachievement

ofthecontemplationsofhellandPu.reLandliesinhowfaronecan

actualizethevisionsoftheimagesofsu.chde創eddeathandpuri取ing

death.

Genshinpresentsasystematizationoftherequiredmethodsof

practiccfbrpersonswhoabhorthiscorruptedworld(defileddeath)and

aspirefbrthcPurcLand(puri句ingdeath).Thesearethevariousfbrms

ofcontemplationfbcusingonthePureLandandAmidaBuddha

(properlypracticingnenbutsu,∫ 加 ∫加 η8η彡班 ∫〃 正 修 念 仏)andthe

mysticalmethodsofasceticism(methodsofauxiliarypractice,ブo膨 η ηo

加 加 助 念 の 方 法).Thesefbrmalcontemplationsandasceticmcthods
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usuallysigni句thepractitioner'sdiscipliningofbodyandmind,but

moredirectlytheyaimattheμ7φ`〃'ゴoη げ'加 〃ゴ∫吻1∫8〃 ∫6through

mentalconcentration.Throughnenbutsusamadhi,thepractitioner

achievesmentalconcentrationandpreparestheconditionsinwhich,

withinthesenseofsight,the"Buddha'swelcoming"一akindof

theophany-isprojected.Thevisualexperiencesofthefirststagesin

contemplativenenbutsuarefilledwithcolorfUlvisionsthatrecreatethe

hierarchalnarrativcdepictionsofhellsandthetalesoftheLandofBliss,

butinthefinalstages,thevistasarebleachedofimages,andthereare

insteadmysticalexper三enceswithsensationsoffloatingorflying

wrappedinthelightofAmidaBuddha.Theshif㌃f}omimagesof

polluteddeathtopurifシingdeathdoesnotoccurwithafixedspeedor

rhythm,butneedlesstosay,thcqualitativetransfbrmationand

purificationinvisionservestodeterminethesalvificcoursc.

Thclogicofncgation(abhorenceofthiscorruptworld)and

amrmation(aspirationfbrthePureLand)in五 ∬8纏4ム プゐ7β ゴ7坊takesits

pointofdeparturef士omthefbundationoftheexperienceofthis

qualitativetransfbrmationandpurificationofthevisualsense.Thelogic

ofnegationandaffirmationacquiresitsmeaningthroughtheconccptof

theoPPositionofde丘leddeathandpurifyingdeath,butusuallyitissaid

thatthetworealmsofthisde創edworld(locusofde丘leddeath)andthe

PureLand(locusofpurif7ingdeath)areexperiencedandsymbolizedas

contiguousandsuccessive.Thisisbecausethisshore(defiledrealrn)and

theothershore(purerealm)holdthepossibilityofmutualinterchange

throughthequalitativetransfbrmationofsight.

Here,however,therearisesadimcultylThatwhichcanbeattained

throughthehierarchicaltransfもrenceofsightisonlyanobjectivePure

Landordefiledworld,andifoneseeksultimatelytoacquirethe

subjectiveexperienceoractualityharboredwithinthatvision,itisnot

thePureLandrξflectedinsight,butrathertheconclusiveconfirmation

ofbirthinthePureI」and(purifyingdeath)experiencedinbodyand

mindthatisrequired.Theproblemwithaqualitativetransfbrmationof

sightisthatitaimsfbrthetrans丘gurationoftheobjeφfiedworldand

thus島cusesitsattentiononthem且gicaldefbrmationofthatobject.This
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leadstotheobjectiveawarenessofpurifシingdeath,butdoesnotdirectly

givebirthtotheactualexperienceorconfirmationofthatpure(丑cath.As

longaspractitionersofcontemplativenenbutsucontinuetoliveinthis

world,theyc3nnottranscendtherealmoftheobjectivelyconscious

activitythatismediatedthroughsight.Thestandardofsightonlア

explainsthetopologyofbirthinthePureLand,andcannotadequately

provideevidencewithinthehorizonofbo(lilyexperience.

Weseeclearlyheretheaporiainthとlogicof」 懿∫6η孟ゴ4緬7β 〃坊,and

tonndawayoutofthisimpasse,Genshinintheendpresentsthe

problemofthe"temporalpointofdeath,"theactualandpresentdecay

ofthepractitioner'sphysicalbodyとAsIhavestated,thephysiological

sensationofdefileddeathandpuri取ingdeathbecomespossiblethrough

therc倉nementofthesenseofsight,butaccordingtoGcnshin,theshi丘

f}omvisualexperienceofpurifyingdeathtoitsactualconfirmation

cannotbcestablishedwithoutactualphysicaldeath.Inothcrwords,he

seckstoovcrcometheaporiabアinscrting,betweende創cddc訊thand

purifンingdeathasvisions,themomentofphysicaldeath.Thesceneof

actual,physicaldeathsignifiestheconditionthatfUlfillsthem)花hofthe

practitioner'sdeathandrebirth.Further,the.mythofdeathandrebirth

functionstodrawtheconceptualdcfilcddcathandpurifシingdeath

downtothelevelofconcretesensibility.Whetherornotrebirth-that

is,thepathtopu.rifシingdcath-canbediscoveredinthiswaydepends

onwhetherthevisionofAmidaBuddhacomingtowelcomeoneappears

inthevisualawarenessoftheindividualdyingpractitioner.Amida

Buddha'sresponsetothepractitioncr'squestingv三sionisdehvered

inst註ntaneou.slyuponphysicaldeath.Thesensationofsightislost

togetherwiththeextinctionofthephysicalbodythatfbrmsitsbasis,but

prcc量sclγbecauseofthis,thecrucialconfirmationofpuri痔ingdeathis

assured.

Unfbrtunately;thisconHrmationrcmainsonlyapossibility.Thisis

becausetherearedyingpersonswhocannotdiscoverthepa.thtobirth

intothePureLandandharborwithintheirsightonlyim&gesofdefiled

death.Whetherone'ssight,whichislost丘omthephysic訓bodyatthe

veryend,holdsimagesofdefileddeathorofpuri⑤ingdeathisaf琵cted
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byfbrtuitou.scircumstances.Theconfirmationofpuredeathvisitsthe

bedsideattheendtogetherwiththef～)rcedsuppressionofdefileddeath

andinterchangeswithit.The"ritualsfbrthemomentofdeath"takenup

inachapteratthecloscof」 勤6纏4ム ノ∂γ,8〃 坊sccktotreatthisproblem

head-on.Thismaybcsaidtobethemostcentralandfhndamental

aspectofthework.

Whennenbutsupractitioners伍lliIlandhavelittleli麁remaining,

theyaretakentoatemplccalledthe"hallofimpermanence"伽 勿 渉一勿 無

常 院).Fellownenbutsupractitionerscometocarefbrtheminshi丘s.The

witnessatthesideofthedyingpersonistoinquireconstantly;tothe

verymomentofdeath,whetherintheconsciousnesssignsarereceivedof

birthinthePureLand,orwhetherthercarevisitationsoftheterrorof

長Ulingintohell,andtorecordinwritingthedetailsofanアconfヒssion.

Thisjointactivityofscrutinizationiscarriedonbetweenpatientand

nursewithpersistenceandwithoutneglectorinterruption.Thevisual

perceptionsofthenenbutsupractitionersatthemomentofdeath

overlapwiththeconsciousnessofdeath,andthroughthepowerofsight

theyseektotrans飾rmtheawarenessofdeaththroughecstatic

consciousness.Movingabouttheperimetersofde創eddeathandpure

deathasimages,theアseektoattainthefinalexhaustionoftheenergicsof

thesel£Theirpowersofsightaremadetostandatthebrink,wherethey

willeitherfalltoextinctionsurroundedbydefileddeath,whichisthe

consciousncssofdeath,orleavethestagefilledwithanawarenessof

religiOUSCXU.ltatiOn.

Inthisway;thenenbutsuatthevcrymomentofdeathutteredby

thenenbutsupractitionerisaquestionaddressedtoAmidaBuddhain

ordertodetermineoneortheotheralternativebetwcenreligiousrapture

anddeath.Thedアingpersonslieontheirsides血cingtheimageof

AmidaBuddhathathasbeenenshrinedbefbrethcm,andgraspingthe

cordsofβvecolorsthatextendf}omthehandsoftheBuddha'simage,

theyincessantlyinquireabouttheirpossibilityofbirthinthePureLand・

TheBuddha'sresponsetothisinquiryappearsinthepractitioner's

vision.TheBuddhゴs且ppearanceistermedbyGenshin"thethoughtof

Amidゴswelcoming,"andtheap倉caranceofsuf臣ringinhellis"the
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aspectofcvilcommitted."Thefbrmeristheconsciousnessofrcligious

exultationsurroundedbγimagesofpuredeath,whilethelatteristhe

consciou.snessofdeathitselffilledwithimagesofdefllement.The

chapteron``ritualsf～)r魚cingdeath"in五 夕∫6η'ゴ4ム丿分7、8か 坊pursuesthc

meaningofbirthinthePureLandbasedonabi-polarstructure

involvingthesignalofthequestioningofthenenbutsupractitionerat

thepointofdeathandthesignalofAmidaBuddhainresponse,butas

statcdearlier,thereisnoguaranteethatthcBuddha'sanswerwill

unfailinglyselectthecircuitofreligiousexultationalone.Thereremains

astrongprobability・thatsolelythe"aspectofsins"willappearinthe

sightofthcdying,andthereisnoway-whetherthroughasceticor

meditativepractices-toobtainabsolutecertaintyofavoidingit.Thu.s,

inthechapteronritesatthetimeofdeathattheendof∠ 尭∫8痂 誂 プ∂7

13か 功,onecanonlybesaidtofaceananxiousdarknessofnihilism,torn

betweenimagesofdefileddeathandimagesofpurifンingdeath.Keeping

thischaracteristicof島 ∫6励 誂 プうγ,8〃 坊inmind,Iwillprovisionallylabel

thiswork"DocumcntA."

Itispossibletoassertthatin」 蛋 ∫6彫 初 ∠∫ノ:う7Bゴ γ'乃,Genshin

thoroughlyascertainedthelogicallimitationsofthetraditionalthought

regardingbirthinthePureLand,buthewasfhllyawareoftheinability

toovercomethedif丑cultyseenabove.Genshinthrewhimselfcompletely

intothecompositionof、 島 ∫8纏 誂 .ρ7β ゴπ乃,butwithregardtohis

investigationofthedeathofthepersonofnenbutsuandtheproblemof

birthinthePureLand,itamountedtonomorethanapointof

departure.2

3・BodyandSpirit:Ple(lgesoftheSamadhiofTwenty-Hve

(」㎎ 産go一解 〃〃z〃ゴ価 乃δ)(DocumentB)

Genshinwrotethethree伍sciclesof盈 ∫6纏 誂 プゐ7.8∫7坊during984-985,

whenhewasfbrty-fburγearsold.Thefbllowingyear,986,the

FellowshipoftheSamadhiofTwenty-five(Nij血go-zanmaie二+五 三 昧

会)wasinauguratedatShurγ6gon'in首 楞 厳 院atYbkawa横 川.Inthis

year,YbshishigeYasutane慶 滋 保 胤,knownasamanofliteratureand
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memberofthenobili琳tookthetonsurewiththenameJakushin寂 心

andbecameadiscipleofGenshin.Tbgether,thetwobecameleadersof

thenenbutsuassoicationtheyfbrmedcalledtheNij亘go-zanmaie艶llow-

ship.Inthisway;盈 ∫6〃磁 ム ノう7β か功cametofヒlfillthefUnctionasthc

guidingmanifとstofbrthenewgroup.、

Whileabsorbedinthelogicalstructuresof島 ∫翩 彡4ム 声 沼 励,

Genshinwasanisolatedscekerleadingasecludedlifとandwasableto

maintainaconceptualpurityinprobingunexploredreg五 〇ns,butwhen

presidingovertheNij亘go-zanmaie,hecametofUlfilltheroleofsect

leaderandstandindirectcontactwiththeurgcntdesiresofaspirants.In

thefbrmerrole,hewasthecomposerofasystematicandthcoreticaltext,

butasthelatter,hewasfbrcedtobecomeitsinterpreterwithinthcsocial

andpsychologicalcontext.Apracticaltheoretician,whenconf}onting

realitywiththestrengthoflogic,mustwearavarietyofmasks.Because

ofthis,theremayappeartobedif琵rencesbetweenthepersoncreatinga

textandthepersonseekingtoimpartordertoitscontext.

Asasmall,highlyelitegroupofaspirantsfbrbirthinthePure

Land,theNijUgo-zanmaiefdlowshippossessedthecharacterofa

hcreticalnenbutsumovementinrelationtotheTヒndai天 台establish-

ment,whichprofとsscdacomprehensivetheology}includingexotericand

esotericteachings,andmeditativepracticesanddisciplines.Nevertheless,

inGenshinhimselfandthepoliciesoftheZanmaiemovement,there

wasnottheleastdirectcriticismofTヒndaidoctrine,andinthe

movement,therewasnoinclinationtobreakwithMt.Hieiorleavethe

mountain丘)rvillagesbelow.Inthissensc,theZanmaieshouldbeseento

occupyastrategicpositionasarefbrmmovementwithintheT6ndai

systcm,witha丑)rmofmysticalmeditationasitsmodel長)raction・

ThcNij亘go-zanmaiefとllowshipwas偽rmedinthefifヒhmonthof

986,andintheninthmonthofthatyear,Yasutanecomposedthe
"Pl
edgeoftheShury6gon'inSamadhiofTwenty-five"ineightarticles.

Twoyearslatcr,inthesixthmonthof988,Genshinhimselfwrotethe
"Pl
edgeoftheYbkawaShury6gon'inSamadhiofTwenty一 丘ve"intwelve

articles.Genshin'sisanexpandedversionbasedonYasutane'seight

articles;hence,therear6nofUndamentaldiffとrencesindirectionbctween
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thetwosetsofpledges.Moreover,theoriginaleightarticlesbyYasutane

areinfbrmedbythethoughtdelineatedin島 ∫8纏4ム
.ノゐ7β 〃坊,sothat

thereisnodoubtthatitisGcnshinwhoistheactualsourceofthcentire

processofcrcation.

If∠ な∫8纏4ム .声7Bか 坊isthebasicworksystematicallydeHningthe

salvi丘cmeaningofbirthinthePureLand,thePledgesaretheplatfbrm

fbrmulatingthedirectionandtheorganizationalpolicyofthenenbutsu .

association.ItisnaturεdthatGenshin,thecreatorofthefbundationaI

writing,shou.ldparticipateinthecompositionoftheguidelines飾r

transfヒrringhistheoryintothearenaofactualpractice,butitis

signi丘cantthatYasutanehadtheresponsibility丘)rcreatingtheoriginal

guidelines.Gcnshin,theactualleaderandfbundcrofthesect,selected

Yasutaneastherepresentativefbrthesect'scollaboratingaspirants.Thus,

f}omoneperspective,Yasutaneservedtomediatebetweenthetheoretical

concernsofGenshinandhis五g∫6初 云誂 ノう7β 〃坊,ontheonehand,and

theoverallpracticalconcernsofthcsect,onthcotheLBetweentheideal

deathasbirthinthePureLandandthcactualitiesofdeaththercliesan

abyssthatisdifficulttobridge.Itisinthequcstionofhowtoresolvethis

probleminpracticethattheurgentimpulsefbrthefbrmationofthc

associationlies.Hence,apersonlikeぬsutane,whotransmittedthe

actualaspirationsofthesect,wasnecessaryき

Ihavelabeled盈 ∫8〃磁 ム ノゐγβ〃功as"DocumentA"andthetwo

versionsofthePledge,whichfbrmthepracticalguidelinesfbrthegroup,

"DocumentB
,"viewingthemasessentiallytextstreatingdeath.

Genshin'sdiscussionofdeathasbirthinthePureLandinDocumentB

diffヒrsmarkedlyintonef士omhistreatmentinDocumentA.This

diffとrencearisesfromthe伍ctthatGenshinandYasutanewereboth

individualmembersofthecontracturalcommunityと

DocumentBinclu.desbothYasutane'sandGenshin'sversionsofthe

Pledge,whichshowsomedif琵rencesincontent,buthereIwilltakeup

commonelcmentsinthetwoversionstoilluminatetheirgeneralnature.

Like、 盈∫8初ゴ4ムノゐ7Bか 坊,thePledgesarewritteninChinese(舷 η6μη 漢

文),butincontrasttothehighlylogicalstyleof」 磅∫6η'勿ム,thePlcdges

possessastrikinglyemotivetone.Earlicr,Ipointedoutthecharacterof
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thePledgesassectguidelincs.Itisnotsurprising,theref～)re,thateach

articleincludedinthemshouldpossessthetersenessandseverityof

commands.Atthesamctime,however,thercarecommentsattachedto

eacharticlethatare丘lledwithasympathyandconsidcrationfbrthesick

anddeeplycoloredbydevoutprayerfbrthosewhodiedasfdlow

aspirants.Overall,thePledgesmani麁stascnseofimpermanencethat

surgesthroughthemlikewaves.Itm盆ybesaidthatthelogicalviewof

impermanencein∠ な∫6觚ノ誂 ノゐ7β ゴπ乃is,inthePlcdges,replacedbyan

emotional麁elingofimpermanencc.In盈 ∫8η吻 ムノ加 βゴπ乃,Genshingave

witnesstothejoyandthepainofthepersontobeborninthePure

Land,butinthePledges,byestablishingYasutaneasmediatorbetwecn

himselfandthesect,heturnshisattentionwhollytothefinalmoments

ofthesickandtheritcsfbrthedead.

TheelcmentscommontobothversionsofthePledgemaybestated

as長)IIOWS:

Onthefi丘eenthofeachmonth,themembersofthe

associationshallgatherandpassthenightintheperfbrmance

ofthesamadhiritualsofcontinuousnenbutsu(形 砺 η η6舶 筋 π

ηo劒 〃〃2漉g加 ゴ不 断 念 仏 の 三 昧 儀 礼).

Ifamemberbecomesscriouslγill,thepersonshouldbe

movedtothcTヒmplcofBirthinthePureLand(016in往 生 院)

andcared丘)rbyothermembers,whotaketurnsinthistask.

Whenthesickmembersdie,thcアshouldbeburiedatthe

cemetarycallcd"MausoleumofPeace"(Anny6by6安 養 廟)(in

theeight-articleversion,the"MausoleumoftheLotusSeat,"

Kadaiby6花 台 廟).

Atthattime,thepersonshouldbeburiedwhilcsprinlding

sandempoweredthroughthemantraoflight(々 吻 δ ∫ん ㎎ ・・)

overthecorpseandchantingthencnbutsu.

Themembersoftheassociationaretoaccumulatethemeritof

goodpracticesinthethreemodesofaction-physi(魁,verba1,and

mental_mindfUlofthePureLand.Ifamembershouldbecome

ncgligentintheduticsoftheassociation,heorsheshallbeexpelled.
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TheHverulessumm盆rizedhereweresetfbrthincightarticlesby

YasutaneandexpandedtotwelvebyGenshin.Thereareminor

di仔 とrences,butthesearenotofdirectconcernhere.Fromtheitems

listedabovc,itisclearth3ttheccntralthcmesofthePlcdgesarethe

monthlymcetingsfbrconductingnenbutsusamadhiandtherules

concerningtheritesatthetimeofdeathandthefUneral.

Thischainofelemcnts-monthlynenbutsugatherings,death,and

丘1nera1_fbrmsaf}ameworkconsistingofacloselyboundsetofritesof

passage,butintheactu』rulesasrecordedinthePledges,thisritu.alHow

isinterruptedpartw3ythrough.Thatis,theruleconcerningthcrituaI

fbrsprinkingsandempoweredbγthemantraofIightonthecorpseis

insertedimmediatelyfbllowingtheopeningarticleonmonthlynenbutsu

gatherings・InYasutane'seight-articleversion,it呈sthesecondarticle,and

inGenshin'stwelve-articleversion,althoughitisthefburth,thcfirst

threearticlesconcerndetailsofthenenbutsumeetings,soin伍ct,justas

inYasutane'sversion,thepositionisidentical.

Thecmpowermentofsandthroughthemantraoflightoriginates

f}omesotericritualsandwasperfbrmedattheburialceremonγfbllowing

theritesatthetimeofdeath.Theesotcricincantatoryritualpossessesa

twofbldfbrm,inclu(lingboththemantraoflightandthcempowcrment

ofsand,anditssignificanceintheburialceremonyrequiresindependent

investigationsbothhistoricallyanddoctrinally.Ourconcernhere,

however,istheimportancethePledgesgivetothemethodoftreatingthe

corpse.Wcwouldnormallyexpecttherulesgoverningtheritualsofsand

tobcincludedinthelatterpartofthePledges,togetherwiththe

speci丘cationsconcerningtheAnnア6by6cemetarylSurprisingly}however,

theserulesfbllowthearticlcconcerningtheregulargatheringsfbr

continualnenbutsu,orperhapsmaγbeseentobealignedwithit.

Further,thesandritualbecomeparticularlyconspicuouswhenwe

considerthatin五 ∫∫8初 ガ誂 ノゐ7β 〃'乃,Genshinmakesnomentionofit

whatsoever.

WlemustbeginbyrecognizingthatthcdemandsoftheZanmaie

色110wshipasasectwereexpressedinthisfbrm,andbothGenshinand

Yasutanewerefbrcedtoacknowledgetheurgencyofthcsedemands.
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Throughtherulesfbrtheritualofsandempoweredthroughthemantra

oflight,thePledgesfbrmedastrong臼eldoffbrcecircumscribingthe

conceptofindividualdeathembracedbythemembersofthe且ssociation.

Sccond,wemustnotethatthePledges,byadoptingthespellofthe

mantraoflight,clearlytestifiedtotheseparationofthecorpseandspirit

ofthedeccasedatdeath.Itisherethatwefindtheestablishmentofthe

notionthatthespiritofthedeceasedpartsf}omthecorpseandgoesto

beborninthePureLand.Thisdualisticconceptofspirit2ndmaterial

bodyis,in」 懿∫6〃〃4∠∫声7β ∫π乃,thoroughlysupPrcssedandconcealed,

basedontheorthodoxBuddhiststandpointofnonduality.Inthe

Plcdges,Genshinadoptstheideaoftheveneratedspirit(∫oη 厩 尊霊)to

reinfbrccthepracticalmeaningofrites長)rbirthinthePureLand.This

isonemaskGenshinwasfbrcedtowearinconf}ontingtheaspirations

fbrsalvationofthesectmembers.

Yasutane'seight-articlePledgequotesapassagef}omanesoterictext

statingthatthcdeceased,throughtheef丑cacyofthe.sandempowermcnt

ritual@∫ 肋 の々》土 砂 加 持),attainsthe"bodyoflight"(々 δ〃竃γδ∫乃勿 光 明 身)

andis"transfbrmationborn"(々8∫ 乃δ 化 生)onalotusinthcPureLand.

Here,thenatureormodeofexistenceofthe``bodyoflight"thatis

transfbrmationborninthePureLandisunclear,butinthetwelve-article

version,Genshinclearlystatesthatwhatis"transfbrmationborn"ona

lotusinthelandofblissisthe"reveredspirit."Theexistenceofthespirit

thatYasutanewashesistanttospecifシisplainlアasserted.Theeleventh

articledeclaresthat,whenadeathoccursamongthemcmbership,a

funeralmustbeperformedandthcnenbutsu.chanted,butthe

explanatorypassage、thatfbllowsthisarticlegoesontostatethat,a丘er

themembershavechantedthenenbutsu,theアshouldeachmakedeep

obeisanceswiththewholebodアtothegrou.nd,andcallingthenameof

the"reveredspirit,"guideittobirthinthePureLand.Here,Genshin

explicitl)7statesthatthebodyoflightbornonalotusinthcPureLandis

thc乎 冫かゴ'ofthedeceased.Further,thisspiritha.sbeenenabledtoattain

birththroughthepurificationofitspastevilkarmabythesandthathas

receivedsalviHcpower(々 〃 加 持)bymeansofthemantraoflight.The

sandempoweredbythespellis且nesoterictoolofspiritpacificationthat
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removesdefilementsf}omthecorpse,promotestheseparationofspirit

f}ombody;andquickensthebirthofthespirit.

Basedonthediscussionabove,itispossibletofbrmulatethe

R)llowingsummarystatement:in」 弦∫6纏4ム ノ∂7β か坊(DocumentA),the

imageofthedeathofnenbutsupractitionerssplitsintothetwofbcal

polcsofdefileddeath(rejectionofthisdefiledworld)andpurifying

death(aspirationfbrthePureLand),butinthePledges(DocumentB),

thisrelationshipbreaksdown,throughthemcdiationofthefhncral

ritu.als,intoadualisticstructurcofcorpse(mausoleum)andspirit(Pure

Lan4).Thisindicatesashif辷f}omaconceptionofdeathbasedonimages

toaconceptionofdeaththatissubstantialist.De丘leddcathcomestobe

mooredtothephysicalcorpseandsinksdownwardintotheworldof

darkness,whilepurifyingdeath,guidcdbythespirit,soarstotheworld

oflight.Thevisu.alillusionthatpreviouslアdefbrmeddeathislost,

replacedbythechemicalreactionofspiritandbodythatdissolvesdeath.

Thcstructu.reofthedecompositionofspirit-bodアbearsclose

resemblancetothatofthedualisticprincipleof〃20望 万.殯(temporary

interment)andノ 励 々oη 遊 離 魂(wanderingspirit)thatwaswidely

acceptedintheancientperiodofthe.ゆ ガ勉,ノ〉乃oη5乃o々 ∫,an(1ルZ4η ン函ん 乙

Weseeherethatthecharacteristic魚ithoftheancientperiod,which

acceptedasperfヒctl)7naturalthefUnctioningoftheseparationand

joiningofspiritandbody;hadastrongimpactonthepracticalinterests

ofthemembersofthePureLandBuddhistnenbutsuassociation.3

Buddhism,whichwasfbrmedinIndia,gavebirthtothereligious

thoughtoftheawakenedonethatinprincipledidnotassumethe

existenceofthespiritorsouLThiswasamatterofre血singtotakethe

existenceofthespiritasasubjectfbrmetaphysicaldebate,notan

outrightdenialoftheexistenceofthespirititselfWhatwasatissuewas

whetherornottheaspirantattainedawakening,notwhetherasacred

spiritresidedwithintheaspirantortheawakenedone.Inthesameway;

regardingtheconceptofno-sel£whichisoneofthefhndamentaltenets

ofBuddhistthou.ght,thereisarefusaltoassertasanadditional

hypothesistheexistence,apartf士omthepersonwhoistoattain

awakening,ofaself;oraselfofself二awareness.Itisnecessarytoabandon
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theattitudeofreflectiveself=consciousnessofhumansubjectivity;or

questioningthebasisoftheself;orrefiningsel仁awareness.Apartf}om

humanexistenceasunifiedbodyandmindthereisnobodyof

enlightenment,andthisbody-mindmustsublatethcexistenceand

consciousnessof``sclf"or``spirit."

Inthisway;Buddhismwasabletoestablishasystematicthought

thatdenied,f}omthestanceofthcenlightencdone,bothmattersofself

andmattersofspiritorsoul.Thisisthebasicstancethroughoutthe

Buddhistthou.ghtofthevariousphasesofitshistoryinIndia,China,

andJapan・when,however,thisearlyBuddhistthoughtofthe

enlightenedonecamcintocontactwiththereligiousconsciousnessof

ordinarypeopleandabsorbedtheirreligiousaspirations,itcouldnotbut

丘1scwithmiscellaneous長)lkbeliefヨandmagicalelements.Amongthese,

thcancestorworshipthatwasdeeplyembracedbγthecommonpeople

andthenotionofthespiritorsoul,whichfbrmedthefbund3tionfbr

suchworship,werethemostpowerfhlelements.InJapan,thefUsionof

ShintoandBuddhismmaγbesaidtobcarepresentativeexamplc,but

similaroccurrencesmaybe丘)undinthehistorlesofIndianMahayana

BuddhismandofChineseBuddhism.Whenweconsidertheintellectual

influenceofBuddhism,however,wefindthatpersonswhodidnothave

experiencesasenlightenedbeingsinsome丑)rmwcrenotrespectedinthe

Buddhistworld.PcrsonswhowereveneratedbγBuddhistgroupsand

believersandtreatedasobjectsofworshipwerethosewhohadattaineda

particularmysticalexperiencethroughscvereandsustainedpractices

suchas∫4η 叨 鋤 π 航/》 三 密 加 持andmeditation,fbcusedpracticeor

solitaryreclusioninmountainwllderness,onemillionutterancesofthe

nenbutsu,orfastingandabstinencef丗omwateLSuchpersonsacquired

autonomouspowersasakindofcharismaandrealizedinthisworld,in

theirpersonal6gures,thequali且cationsofanenlightenedone.Inother

words,theyhadaccomplished"theattainmentofbuddhahoodwiththis

verybodジ(∫o舷 ∫〃 〃ノδ6〃劒 即 身 成 仏)andmani免stedbirthinthePure

Landinthepresent.

Here,weseethatitispossibletofbrmulatethetraditionof

cnlightenedpersonsinBuddhismasconsistingoftwostrains:onethat
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takesthestanceofno-sel£whichsublatestheexistenceofthesoulor

spirit,andone(includingthepositionsexpressedas"attainmentof

Buddhahoodwiththisverybody"inesotericBuddhismor"seeinginto

one'snatureandattainingBuddhahood,"々8η ∫乃δノ∂伽 劒 見 性 成 仏inZen)

thatconsidersthebody-mindtobethesubstanceorlocusof

enlightenment.Needlesstosay;"withthisverybody"inthiscasedoes

notindicatemerclytheorganic,physicalbody.Thisbo(iyisthe

meanihgfUlmediumorconductorthatpossesseswithintheseedsof

enlightenment,andapartf}omitthereisnolocus飴rtheactualization

oftheenlightcnedone.Itis,infact,fbrthisreasonthatthelong

continuedausteritiescanbeaccomplishedbythebodythrough

su.perhumanef丑)rts,andattheconclusionofsuchpractice,&spiritual

revelationvisitsthebodyきTheBuddha'scomingtorecelveoneintothe

PureLandortheBuddha'sreccptionaretypicalexamplesofsuch

spiritualrcvclations(hallucinator)厂experiences)・

AmidaBuddhゴscomingtowelcomepersonsofthenenbutsu,as

signsoftheirsalvation,asrecordedinGenshin's、 蛋 ∫6η加 ムノみ7β 〃孟乃,

signi倉edthiskindofvisitation,asortofspiritualrevelation,andbyno

meanstheflightofthespirittoanotherrealm(thePureLand).In

principle,aspiritualrevelationisaspontaneousactivity;notanactivitア

ofcastingoffthcselfandmovingintoanotherrealmordimension.

Nevertheless,incxecutingthePureLandBuddhistritualsatthetimeof

death鼠ndthefUneralritesthatfbllowed,theproblemaroseofhowto

con丘rmthe"subject"thatisactuallyborninthePureLand.Thu.s,the

problemofthesubjectiveconfirmationrcgardingspiritu.alrevelation

gaveplacetoritualproceduresfbrtangiblerecognitionoftheseparated

spirit.Itmaybesaidthatinshi丘ingfヒomauthorof&∫8纏 誂 プ疹7β 勿 乃to

collaboratorinthePledgesofthcassociation,Genshinundertookthe

taskofestablishingtheexistenceofthespiritorsoul・

Forexample,intheworkR読 ∫(⊃ η6〃加 ㎏ ノ1〃2ゴ癜 ぎ(魂 ぬ 〃66伽 訪

乃δ∫o加 引 導 法 則),inone伍scicle,whichisattributedtoGenshin,the

sectiononfuneralritesinthePledgesista.kenupandtheritual

significancediscussed.Theritualproceduresf辷)rtheguidanceofthe

spiritofthedeceasedtobirthinthePureLanda.rcoutlined,butina
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prefatorysection,prayerismadeforthcsupportandprotectionofノ
DainichiNyorai大 日 如 来,Amida,Sikyamuni,andotherBuddhas,

bodhisattvas,andthedivinitiesofheavenandearth.Inthisconnection,

itisstatedthatintheguidanceofthespiritofthedeadtothenine-

1eveledPureLand,therearemethodsofpractice@事)andtruth(ri理).

Regardingpracticalguidance,thereisthesalvificpowerofKannon

BodhisattvaandAmidaBuddhゴsvowtoguidebeings,whichworkto

savethespiritofthedeadasitsinksandwandersinthedarkrealmsof

thesixcourses.Thegu.idancerootedintruerealityreferstothefactthat

thespiritisinfactoriginallypossessedofthe``wisdomofwondrou.s

vision,"amysticalpowerofinsight,sothatif,throughthispower,it

delvesintothefundamentalsourceofignoranceandawakening,it

immediatelyattainsthercalmofthcnine-lcveledPureLand.

Abovc,wehaveconsideredthePledges(DocumentB),takingas

ourpointofdeparturethecontrastbetweenYasutane'seight-article

version,whichpassivelyconcealsthcproblemofthespiritorsoul,and

Genshin'stwelve-articleversion,whichgivesclearrecognitiontothe

丘1nctionofthenoncorporealspirit.Inaddition,wehavetouchedon

sevcralrelatedissues.Thiscontrastbetweenthctwovcrsionsis

supPortedbyanothercontrastincontents.Inthefiftharticleofhis

version,Yasutane,followingtheproceduresforthetimeofdeath

prescribedattheendofEssentialsノ ゐ7Birth,statesthattheattendant

shouldinquireaboutandrecordwhatappearstothedyingperson's

sight,butGenshin,inhisversion,makesnomentionwhatsoeverabout

thepresenceorabsenceoftheperson'svisionsinthefinalmomentsof

evilscommittedorAmidゴswclcome.Asstatedbefbrc,thefUndamental

thcmcthatcolorsthePledgesliesinitsemphasisonthefUneralrites,as

opposedtotheritualproceduresofpreparationfbrthetimeofdeath,

andinactualizingthedualisticseparationoftheaspirant'sspiritand

physicalbodythroughtheritualoftheempoweredsand.Thus,whether

ornotthedyingpersonseesaspectsofpastevilsorfeaturesofAmidゴs

welcomenaturallycomestobeviewedasasecondaryissue.Thevisions

attheendoflifeareanindispensablethemeinEssentialsプ 「orBirth,which

givcsccntralfもcustotheritualproceduresforthemomentofdeath,but
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inthePledges,thesedonotcomprisethefinalandmostimportant

scenc.Yasutanc,fbllowingtheimportof.&∫6漉 誂 ノみ7β ノπ乃,adheresin

hiseight-articlePledgetoitsconcernaboutthespeciHcvisionsofthe

dying,butwhilethismayindicatehisdecprcspectfbrthewritingofhis

masterGenshin,becauseofthis,hisvcrsiondocsnotgcnuinelyrepresent

theworldviewofhisfとllowaspirants.

Thus,wemustviewasanaltogethernaturalconsequenceGenshin's

totaldeletion丘omthePledgesofthequestionofvisionsofpλstevilsor

ofAmida'swelcome,whichh且dbcenthemostcrucialissuetobe

investigatedaccordingto伽 痂 緬7β 〃 ∫乃.WithregardtoDocument

B,itisthetwelve-articleversionthatbetterindicatestheprinciplesofthe

Pledge,andinthisvcrson,Genshin,asleaderofthesect,logically

clari丘edandre丘nedYasutane'sstance.

4.TheDeadandthe:Living:1乃8R《gゴ5疏 γげ 坊61を 〃∂z〃5乃勿 げ

伽 跏 脚 励;げ 跏6卿 ヂ 〃6(ハリ㎏ ・一辧 〃脚 ゴ罐4伽 砌

(DocumentC)

ThevowsmadeincommoninthePledgesha(lastheirultimateaimthc

vigilovertheRnalmomentsofthedyingmemberandthepaci丘cation

anddeparturcofthcspirit.Themoreintensetheawarenessonthepart

oftheremalningmembersoftheimportanceoftheritualprocessof

pacifyingandsendingoffthespirit,thegreaterthevividnesswithwhich

theyimaginedtheworldoftheLandofBliss,whcrethespiritwasto

havcits丘nalrestingplace.Themembersofthcassociation,astheywent

abouttheirdailγlives,constantlyboreinmindtheparticipantswhohad

diedinthisworldandwerenowdwellinginthePureLand.Inthisway;

theystrengthenedthcpsychologicalsolidaritywiththedeparted,and

desired,throu.ghtheguidanceofthosespiritsatthetimeoftheirown

deaths,topassovertheboundaryofdeathinthepresentworldtoward

theotherworld.

Suchthoughts,色clingsofcommunity;andaspirationsofthosestill

livingwerecontinuallyandrepeatedlyrelivedthroughtheactsof

recordingthenamesanddεedsofthelongdepartedspirits.Itisinthis
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waythattherecordswereborncommemoratingthedeathsofthe

dcpartedspirits.Inotherwords,afbrmalregistry(々4々06加 過 去 帳)came

tobekept.Throughpreservingrecordsofthepastlivesofthedeceased

members,thelivingcon丘rmedthefbrmoftheirownexistenceinthe

丘1ture,andthedead,throughthevisualillusionofthemreflectedinthe

ノ～忽 ∫尠,calledtotheliving,questioningthemeaningoftheirlivesand

beckoningthemtonewdeaths.Theノ ～忽 ∫尠constitutedaseriesof

biographies,whichimpartedhumanfiguresandpersonalitiestothe

spiritsinthcPureLand,andamongtheserecords,thelivingmembers

discernedsymbolsthatintegratedthose翕gu.reswithinthefとllowship.

TheR望 ノ∫耽 γasthepersoniflcationofspirits,however,inreality

threatenedthecharacteroftheliving,andthenamesofthedead

recordedinitbecamcacodethatultimatelynullifiedthephysicalbodies

oftheliving.

IwilllabeltheR忽 ∫勿1,assuchabookofthedead,DocumcntC,

丑)ritindicatesathirdstageintheoverallconception,meaning,and

ritualofdeaththatwehavebeenconsidering.Genshin'stwelve-article

versionofthePlcdgewascomposedin988,andthedocumentthat

becamethe1～ 稽 ノ∫耽γ げ 坊6!珍 〃ozo∫乃ψ げ'乃65乃 〃冗ア∂:oガ 勿54〃24講 ノ げ

7i〃6吻 ノヲ劾wasbegunontheeightecnthdaγoftheseventhmonth,

1013.Nearlyaquarterofacenturyhadpassedsincethewrltingofthe

Pledges.Further,theyearitwasbegu.n,fburyearsbefbrchisowndeath,

Genshinwasove止seventyycarsoldandalreadyconfinedtosickbed.Itis

possiblethatGenshin'sillnesswasoneimpetu.sfbrturningtothewriting

oftheノ ～解 奪疏 γ.

Thattheノ ～忽 ∫勿1wasbegunin1013doesnot,ofcourse,meanthat

therewerenowrittcnrecordsofmemberswhohaddiedbefbrethen.

Sincefuneralritesfbrthedeadwerenecessaryfromthetimethc

associationwasfbrmed,thedeathsofmemberswerenaturallyrccorded

insomefbrmf}omthebeginning.Sucharecordisrepresentedbythe

cxtant1～ 忽 ∫のoftheoriginalassociationmembersoftheSamadhiof

Twenty一 丘ve(八 吻卿 一解 η伽 ∫々o塑oη 々86乃加 ∫勿 々4々o訪 δ 二 十 五 三 昧 根 本 結

縁 衆 過 去 帳).Iwillsummarizethisoriginalノ ～忽 ∬ぴtogetherwiththe

Shury6gon'in1～ 囓 ゴ∫耽γbegunin1013.
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Tbbegin,theoriginal1～ 卿 奪勿11iststhenamesofthemembersofthe

麁llowshipdownthroughthcアearsbeginningf}omtheearliest .period.It

statesnothing,howcver,abouteitherthcachievementsoftheindividual

membersorthecircumstancesatthetimeoftheirdeathandbirthinthe

PurcLand.Thelistofnamesisdividedintotwo,withthenrstsection

recordingthenamesoffbrty-R)uroriginalassociationmembers4andthe

secondsectionlistinglatermembers,witheightynames,includingsome

laymcmbers.Altogether,thereare124namcslisted.Asthenameofthe

飴110wshipindicates,therewasaprovisionallimitoftwenty一 βvereguhr

members,butwithfluctuationsthroughdeathsandtheadditionofnew

members,itappearsthatattimesthereweremoreorfとwerparticipants.

Thefbrty-fburoriginalmembersincludcdthefbllowingbyclerical

rank:oneimperialmonk(z6勿 渉 乃δ6「禅 定 法 皇),KazanH66花 山 法 皇;one

fbrmerarchbishop(z6刀 望 ηぬ ムδzz4前 権 大 僧 都),GenkyO厳 久;twofbrmer

actingbishops(ぎo〃 ∫加 ∫δz〃 権 小 僧 都)lKakuch6覚 超andGenshin;six

吻7ゴ 阿 闍 梨,Bonsh6梵 照,J6kyα 貞 久,My6shin明 普,Ry6un良 運,

Ry6chin良 陳,andSh6kon聖 金;andthirty-fbur贏 勿 〃々 大 徳("greatly

virtllous").Unlikctheprecedingtitles,砒 勿 肋doesnotindicatea

CICriCalrank,bU.tiSahOnOriGCtitlefbrmOnkSandprObably・indiCateS

ordinarγpracticingmonksofnoparticularrankorreputation.Kazan

H66wasavictimofpoliticalstrugglesandwasfbrcedtoabdicateby

circumstances.HisturntoGenshinfbrspiritualguidancewaswholly

exceptional,andhedidnotcondu.cthislifヒinaccordwiththerulesof

thesamadhifとllowship.Furthcr,Gonku,Kakuch6,andGenshinhadall

resignedf}omtheirclericalpositionsatthetimetheγbecamemembers.

Itisclear,therefbre,thatthesamadhifdlowshipwasanassociationof

nenbutsupractitionersonthewholewithoutrankoromcialecccsiastical

posluon・

Next,thecighty-eightparticipantsIistedinthelatterpartofthe

R卿 諺ワmaybebrokendownintothefbllowing:two辧 ∫〃 座 主(fbrmer

癜 ゴ∫φδ 大 僧 正);fbur乃 δ勿 法 印;fbur乃 卿 η 法 眼;two乃o々 γ々∂ 法 橋;three

望 η∫伽 砒%;one望 η一ア∠∬乃ゴ権 律 師;threeの 伽4cightmonks;sixteen∫ 加 〃2ゴ

沙 弥;twenty-fburnuns;sevenlaymen;andsixkywomen.51tisunclear

towhatextentthedatesofactivity(ordeath)oftheeightymemberswho
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appcarinthelattcrpartoftheoriginal鳧g彡 ∫勿'mightsuggestthelower

limitinthcperiodcoveredbytherecord,buttheoverwhelminglyhigh

percentageof∫ 加 纏,nuns,andlaypeopleisnotable.Itdemonstratcsthat

theprinciplesoftheearlyscctwerecarriedoninthelaterperiod.

ThesecondtextincludedunderDocumentCistheShury6gon'in

ノ～忽 ∫勿.Asmentionedabove,itbearsthedate1013fbrthestartof

composition,andselcctingfiveofthememberslistedintheoriginal

1～忽 ∫〃:γ,itrecordsachievementsmadeduringtheirlivesandthe

circumstancesoftheirdeaths.The且veareGenshin,Whooccupicsthe

openingPosition,fbllowedbyJ6kyαDaitoku貞 久 大 徳,s6joDaitoku相

助 大 徳,KazanH6δ,andRyδhanDaitoku良 範 大 徳Therecord

concerningGenshinisbγfarthelongest.Thedatesofdcatharealso

recordedfbrtheHve:Genshin,tenthday;sixthmonth,1017,atage

seventy-six;J6kyu,ninthday;firstmonth,987,atagetwenty一 盒ve;s6jo,

993;KazanH66,eighthday;secondmonth,1008,atagefbrtγ 一〇ne;and

Ry6han,fburteenthday;H丘hmonth,1001,atagctwen甲Thus,thelist

doesnotnecessarilyreflecttheorderofdeath,andGenshin,whodied

last,isplacedatthebeginning.Thisprobablyreflectsthcfactthat,as

mentionedabove,thecompositionoftheShu.ry6gon'inノ ～忽 ∫尠was

hastenedbyGenshin'sillness.ThisisbecausethedetailsofGenshin's

owndeathandbirthinthePureLandandhisownconfヒssionsatdeath

weresecretsofthesectt員atallmembersweretobcarfirmlyinmind.It

isunclear,however,whyrecordsofthe丘nalmomentsoflifヒwerelimited

toonlyfivepeople.Therewercprobablyportionsthatweredeliberatcly

omitted,aswellasportionsthatweresimplyscatteredandlost.

Incidenta11y}regardingthetermsfbr"death"inrecordingtheyear,an

honorificcommonlyusedbremperors(i.e.,乃 呟 ンo崩 御)isusedfbr

KazanH66,Genshin'sdateisfbr"entranceintonirvana,"J6kyoand

Rア6hanarelisted且s"endofli麁,"andnonotationismadcfbrS610.

InGenshin'scasealonebiographicaldetailsareincluded.This

passagebecametheoriginalsourccfbrthenumerouslaterbiographiesof

Genshin.Itstatesthatduringhislifヒ,Genshinneverengagedin

剣sehoodsorflattery;andthisim2geofadeeplysincerepersonisseen

throughout.Fu.rther,hisself=controlandtemperanceinpreparationfbr
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deatha丘erbecomingillareindicatedwithdetachment.Onthemorning

oftheday・ofhisdeath,heateasusu.al,removedhairsf}omhisnostrils,

rinsedhismouth,andtaldngstringsattachedtothehandsofabuddha

imageandutteringthenenbutsu,passedawayasthoughinsleep.

Accordingtoprescribedfbrms,helaアonhisrightsidcwithheadtothe

north,facingthewest.A丘erthesedetails,experiencesofdisciplcsare

recordedinwhichGenshinappcarcdinadreamorasaspirit.Finally;as

theremembranceofthewriter,itisnotedthatGenshino丘ensaidthat

hewouldprobablyattainbirthinthePureLand,butthatitwouldbeon

alotusinthelowcstlevelofthelandofbliss.

KazanH66diedinthecapitalandthedestinationofhisspiritis

notrecorded.J6k:ア 血Daitoku,ayoungPracticingmonk,issaidtohave

diedanagonizingdeathenvelopedintheragingflamesofhell.

ConcerningS6joDaitoku,areclusive勿1屠 聖anddiscipleofZ6ga増 賀,

itisnotrecordedwhetherhewaspursuedbγvisionsofhisevilsor

beheldAmida'swelcomeattheend.Amessagereceivedinadreambya

f}iendisgivenastestimony;holdingoutthepossibilityofbirthinthe

PureLand.FinallyRy6han,whodiedattheageoftwenty;issai(ltohave

spenthisdailylifヒinnenbutsusamadhi,bu.tatthetimeofdeath,he

stoppedthosewhoattendedhisfinalmomentsf}omchantingthe

nenbutsuinunison,andplacinghispalmstogetherinsilence,facedthe

buddhaimageanddiedpeacefhllアGenshinwasstillalivewhenRy6han

died,andatthattimehecomposedandrcadaninvocation,cxpressing

thewishthatthespiritofthedeceasedwouldcomctorestinthePure

Landandthathewou.ldbeabletomcetthosewhohadgonebefbrehim.

Fromthedeathsofthe且vemembersdescribedintheShury6gon'in

ノ～卿 奪尠,weseethatthereareavarietyofpatterns.Theyindicatethat

greatdegreeofuncertaintyregardingthepossibilityoftheapPearanceof

Amidゴswelcoming,whichisdescribedwithgreatanticipationinthe

sectiononthe"Rites飢theTimeofDcath"in盈 ∫6η吻 ムプみ7、8〃功.The

variabilityinthecircumstancesatdeathappearsquitenaturalwhenwe

considerthedif甃rcncesinthepersonalitiesandconditionsofillnessof

thenenbutsupractitionersfacingdeath.Hercwcmustnote,however,

thatasseenintheexarnplesofGenshinandS6jo,itisrecordedthatthe
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deceasedappearedindreamsorasspiritstodisciplesorf}iends,andthis

rccordwasoffとredasevidencefbrtheattainmentofbirthinthePure

Land.Thelivingexperiencedthepresentimentofamir&culous

visitation,andonceasignhadappeared,itwasviewedassacredevidence

長)rdetectingandconβrmingthedestination(thePureLand)ofthe

dcceased.Inthiswaアtheyovercameandsublatedthepessimistic

circumstancesoftheactualsceneofdeath,thesuf琵ringanddespair,and

inexpectationofachancemeetinginamiracu.lousdream,soughtto

revivetheirscnseofsolidaritywiththedead.Thc1～ 忽 ∠∫砂of琵rsproof;

throughthemediumofspiritualrevelations,ofthesworncommunityof

thelivingandthedead.

ThePledges(DocumentB)discusscdbefbrefbrmanoutlinefbr

rituallyactualizingthcphaseofdeaththatisequivalenttobirthinthe

Pu.reLandthroughtheseparationofthespiritandthebodyとTheノ ～解 奪荏γ

(DocumentC),bycontrast,isajointcovenantfbrthereunion,ina

m>花hologicalcontext,ofthedcad(spirit)andthelivingscctmembers.

Here,thedualisticstructurcsofdefileddeath-purifyingdeath

(DocumentA)andcorpse-spirit(DocumentB)aretransfbrmedintoa

bipolarpatternofthelivihg(thoseremainingin』thedefiledworld)and

thedead(thoscwhoattainedthePureLand).

Itisimpossibletoexploreherethelineageofthctworegistriesasa

rccordofthcdeadf}omthebroadperspectiveofthehistoryofJapanese

religion,butwenotethatwithregardtothcSamadhiofTwenty-five

琵llowship,itisclearthatalreadyatthestageofthedevclopmentofthe

Pledge,keepingaregisterwasviewedasamatterofsomeimportance.

Genshin'stwelve-articleversionofthePledgesmakesnomentionofit,

butinYasutane'seight-articleversion,attheendoftheeightharticle,

explanationisgiven.Itisstatedthatthemembersoftheassociation

should,withthedeadinmind,observethcrulesofmoralitywhilealive,

perfbrmgood,andmakcof艶rings.Inotherwords,althoughtherealm

ofthedeadandtherealmofthelivingarescparated,thedeadmustnot

befbrgotten.Forthisreason,itisstatedthatthenamesofthedead

shouldbelistcdinaregistcr,thedayofthemonththattheydied

recordedattheOj6-in,andatthercgularncnbutsumectingeachmonth,
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thenameofAmidaBuddhashou.ldbechanted.

:Further,inthepostscripttotheeight-articlePlcdge,itisstatedthat

nunsandIaypeoplealsomayjointhesamadhifとllowship.Thisisalso

clcarf}omthefactthatamongtheeightymemberslistedinthelatter

partoftheoriginalR卿 奪'っ',wefindalargenumberofmenandwomen

laityandnuns,butYasutanegoesontosaアthatifmembersofthe

associationattainbirthinthePureLand,thestilllivingmemberswillall

aspiretoreccivetheirguidance.Fromthestanccofthebasicthoughtof

五∬6η吻 ∠∫ノゐ7β 〃'乃,onlyAmidaBuddhacanguideandsavehuman

beingsinthisdefiledworld;hencc,f}omthcviewpointofGenshin'sPure

Landtheolo邸theideathatpersonsborninthePureLandcanguide

thelivingmustbeseenasheretical.Itisprobablyfbrthisreasonthatin

Genshin'stwelvc-articleversionofthcPledge,thismatterreceivesno

mennon.

Fromtheoppositeperspective,however,itseemsnaturalthatthe

membersoftheassociationremaininginthisdefiledworldshouldrely

ontheirrelationswiththeirfdlowswhohavebeenborninthePure

Landthroughhavingreceivedavisionofwelcome,andthattheyshould

aspiretoreceiveguidancetobirthinthePureLand.Itisnotdifncultto

imaginethatoneimpetusbehindthecompositionoftheノ ～忽 ∫の ノwas

thisexpectationofthelivingwithregardtothedead.AsIhavestated

repeatedly;howevcr,whiledeathmightbecertainfbrallthemembers ,it

wasbynomeansafbregoneconclusionthattheywouldreceivevisions

ofAmida'swelcomeandattainbirthinthePureLand.Thus,the

Shu.rア6gon'inノ ～忽 ∫尠soughttoovercomethisinvisiblebarrierthrough

theinsertionofthemythicalelementofspiritualrevelation .Itisthe

patternofthebiographiessetf～)rthintheShury6gon'inノ ～稽 彡∫耽 γthat

indicatestheoriginalfbrmofthemythologizationofcharismaexpressed

inthebiOgraphieSOfperSOnSWhOhaVeattainedbirthinthCPU .reLand,

biographiesofeminentmonks(々 δ∫δ漉 η 高 僧 伝),accountsofmiraculous

occurrences¢8忽 η々 ゴ霊 験 言己)andotherrecords,andtha .tprovidesthe

fねmeworkoflegendasmythsofbirthinthePureLand.

Above,Ihavesoughttoclari句theproblemofdeathandbirthin

thePure:LandthroughaninvestigationofGenshin'stheology ,by



322THEFELLowsHIpoFDEATH

analyzingDocu.mentsA,B,andC.Asaresult,basedonthecharacteristics

secninthefbundationsunderlyingcachofthesedocuments,itisposslble

todrawthefbllowingconceptualfbrmulation・

InB∫8η 吻 ム プ加 β〃 坊(A),thedeaththatisponderedharborsa

tensionbetwcentheimagesofdcfileddeathandpuri取ingdeath,which

cxhibitsvisualcharactcristicsofreligiousexperiencc.InthePlcdges(B),

theoppositionalrelationshipbetweenimagesisbrokendown,through

thcritesforpacifyingandsendingoffthespiri・t,intocorpse

(mausoleum)andspirit(PurcLand).Finally;intheR卿 奪尠(C),thetwo

polesofthelivingandthedeadfbrmam)花hiccommunitypossessingan

expanseoftimeandspace・

Theprocessofsuccessivefbrmationf}omDocumentAtoBtoC

R)rmsatypologycorrespondingtomovementf}omrepresentationto

ritualtomyth.Thisfbrmulaicrelationshipfbrmsacodcfbrbinding

togethermicrocosm(individualrepresentation)andmacrocosm(myth

inexpansivcspace)throughmanipulativeaction(spellsandrcligious

rites).Thus,atthccndoftheancientperiodinJapan,theproblemof

de2thandbirthinthePureLandwasf}eedbyGcnshinandthesamadhi

色llowshipf}omanindigenousbeliefsγstemandcametoilluminatcan

abstract,fbrmalstructu.refbrinterpretingtherolcandfUnctionofdeath

ingeneralanditstransfbrmations・

5.TheEthosofDeath:The`℃eremonyoftheSamadhiof

Twenty-Hve"(・ ㎎ ㎏ ・翅 〃叨訪 乃漉 の

Theproblemsofvision,pacificationandsendingoffofthespirit,and

spiritrevelationinrelationtodeathandthecorpsearethemostimpor-

tantfactorsintheconceptionandritualsofdeath,buttheydonot

includetheoPPortunityfbrdirectlybreakingthroughtotheconscious-

nessofdeathorthedeeplevelsofself二awareness.Ofcourse,itisdifncult

tointegratesuchaw且rencssorconsciou.snessintoafbrmulasuchasthe

rclationshiporchartoutlinedabove.Amongthematerialsrelatedtothe

samadhi免llowshipthcreisadocumentwhichmaybeclassifiedinthe

sphereofthepsychologyofdeath;hence,Iwilltouchonitherc.
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Theopeningchapterof∠ な∫8纏 誂 ノゐ7β 〃功,`iAbhoringThisDefiled

World,"dividcsdeHledcxistcnceintothesixrealmsofhell,魚mished

spirits,beasts,warringdcmons,humans,anddev2s,andbeginsby

describingtheterrifンingpainandsuf麁ringtheyhold.Thesixrealmsare

theworldoftransmigrationthatpossessesendlessextensionintermsof

bothlineartimeandsharedtime.Further,theγaretheworldofthedead

who,upondying,returntosamsaricexistence.」 醜∫6窺 ゴ4ム ノゐ7β ゴπ 乃,

however,whileencompassingtheseconcepts,seekstograspthesix

coursesassixaspectsoftheactualworld.Inotherwords,fbrGenshin,

thesixcourseswereaboveallthecontentoftheself=awarenessof

aspirantsfbrbirthinthePureLand,andatthesametime,theγwerethe

distinctmeans .丑)rapprehendingtheworld.

丁btakeupthePledgesnext,theeight-articleversiondictates(in

articlesoneandtwo)thatmembersshould,throughritesfbrthedead,

guidebeingswhohavefaUenintothesixcoursesofexistencetothePure

Land,andthetwelve-articleversionalsoindicatesthatoneshouldwatch

overthesickintheOj6inandutterthenenbu.tsusothattheywillnot

伺lintothethreeevilcoursesofhell,famishedspirits,andbeasts(article

eight).InthePledges,thesixcoursessymbolize飢3boospaceofdarkness

thatshouldbeavoidedthroughritual.

Finally;inthethirdsetofdocuments,theR⑫ 奪〃ゴ8∫,thestatement

regardingbirthinthesectiononRy6hanDaitokuintheShury6gon'in

1～解 奪尠isparticularlyproblematic.Asmentionedbefbre,a丘erRy6han's

death,Genshincomposedaprayerandreaditaloud,expressingthe

たrventwishthathisspiritnot血llbackintothesixcourses,butcometo

restinthePureLand.

Thus,DocumentsA,B,andCtakeuptheproblemofthesix

coursesf}omdistinctstancesandperspectives,butthcyalldealwiththe

twoaspectsofthedyingperson'sawarenessofhavingcommittedevilacts

andthespirit'slourneyanddestinationinanotherworlda丘erdeath.

Underlyingtheseconcernsistheissueofhowthedyingpersoncan

transcendtheeventsexperiencedduringtheprocessofdeath,andinthis

connection,thetimeandspaceofareverseutopiafbrmedby・thelifヒ ー

spiritanddeath-spiritofasinglcpersonaredepicted.Theseconceptions
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concerningthesixcourseswereorganizedanddiscussedinanothcr

writingalsoattributedtoGenshin,the"SamadhiofTwenty-five

Ceremony,'(一 く砂 ㎏o一 加 η叨4∫ ∫ん 廐 二 十 五 三 昧 式).Thiswritingispre魚ced

byavowofaspirationsigncdbythemembersoftheSamadhiofTwenty一

丘ve色llowship(twenty-Hvepersons),a丘erwhicharepassagesconcisely

describingeachoftherealmsofthesixcourses.Theentirepieceis

fbrmedsothatitmaybechantedinchorustogetherwiththenenbu.tsu.

Thcdateofthelointsigningofthevowofaspirationisrecorde(lasthe

twenty-thirdday}盒 丘hmonth,986,approximatelyfburmonthsbefbre

thecompositionofぬsutane'seight-articlePledge.Itappearsthatthis

dateisinfacttheofficialin訊ugurationoftheSamadhiofTwenty-fivc

色llowship.

Accordingtothiswriting,themembersweretogatheronaHxed

daアeachmonthtoconductuninterruptednenbutsuandchλntthe

.4履 協5班 鰄andotherscripturalwritingsinordertosavebeingswho

had釧lenintothevariousrealmsofthesixcoursesandwhowerethus

wandcringinsamsara.Themeritofthenenbutsuandthesutrachanting

wasdedicatedtothespiritsofthedeadwhohadf盗llenintothesixpaths,

butthetorturesofthesixpathswere,atthesametime,unavoidable

dif丑cultiesfbrthosewhoremainedalive.Inourdecliningdays,whenwe

h急vegrownold,wesuddenlybecomeawarethatwearehemrnedabout

byanU.ndefinableanXiety;WanderinginSamSara,tranSmigratingthrOUgh

thcsixcourses,withgoodandcvilarisingalternativelyきA丘erstatingthis,

the"SamadhiCeremony"entersuponitscentraltheme,thedescription

ofthesixcou.rscs,beginningwithhell,famishedspirits,andbeasts.

Thus,thejourncyofthesixpathsisakindofmetaphysicalcaric飢urefbr

thcpurposeofilluminatinganother.dimensionaldarkness.Thisisa

grotesqueandstrangespλce,compressedbyfbrcesf}omboththisworld

andtheotherworld,animaginaryandailingworldinwhichsuppressed

notionsrushwildlyabout.

Thcsixcoursesgiventypicalfbrminthe"SamadhiCeremony"are

carefUllyselectedandsummarizedversionsofthesixcoursesdepictedin

五∬6纏4ム プゐ7、8彡肋.Inthisway;theyweremadetheestablishedfbrmof

thesixcourses,throughthecentripet21and.realisticpowerof
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representationoftheethosofdeathinthe"SamadhiCeremonジThe

soberedconsciousness,facingdeath,isgraduallyreinedinandtamed.In

thisintermediaryrealm(thesixcoursesofexistence),visu .alandaudio

hallucinationssuffhsedwithterrorandpainmaybcsummonedupby

thesurfacingof"visionsofone'sevils,"butfhrther,togetherwiththe

emergcnceof"visionsofAmida'swelcoming,"withthestillingofthe

consciousness,thismaアbereplacedbγarealmofdreamlikevisions,and

gradu』1アonemaアbeenvelopedintheeternaldarkncssofdeepsleep.At

thistime,theconsciousnessofthesixcourses,whichareanintcrmediary

spherebetweenIifヒanddeath,manifとstsanecstacyofaestheticpleasurc,

andthisconditionofextremeintoxicationattheverybrinkofdeath,or

visionofreligiousecstacy;temporarilyfabricatcstheethosofdeathas

rebirthenvelopedindreamlikeradiance.

Atthecloseof飾 ゴ々 8〃zo〃o望 魏7ノ 平 家 物 語,inthcchapter"The

AnointmentCeremony"(」 《碗/う ηo叨4廐 灌 頂 の 巻),Kenreimon'in,in

reducedcircumstλnces,Iooksbackonvicissitudesofherownlifヒand

thatofherclanthatledf}omsplendortowaterydeathandlikensthem

totransmigrationthroughthesixcou.rses.Thisplaintivcconclusionof

翫 瑜 叨oηo即 解 ゴmaytosaidtoresembletheexperienceofdrcamlik:e

visionandPureLandrebirthoftheaspirantsofthesamadhifdlowship.

Itcvokeswithhauntingandincomparablebcautytheprocessbywhich

thesenseofimpermanenceofthe"visionofevils,"fillcdwithcrueltyand

brutality,graduallγmodulatesandheightensintothcrealmofthe

ecstacyofthe"visionofAmidガswelcoming."

飾 鴻6〃zoηoμ 競 ゴ,completedtwoccnturiesa丘erGenshin'sdeath,

throughthecatalystoftheperiodofunprecedentedupheava.linthe

countrybeginningintheJish6治 承andJuei寿 永eras,succeededin

subliminatingandtransfbrmingthePurcLandBuddhistethosofdeath

andexpcrienceofbirthinthePureLanddevelopedbyGcnshinandhis

色110waspirantsintothcexperienceoftheentiresocietyと




