
CHAPTER13

1magingthePure:LandofShinran

l.Shinran'sExperienceofOceanandMountains

飭 脚 〃語 毓 伽6η 吻 伽 ・愉 吻屮乃・γげ"o齠 〃"

TheshoreofKotahama居 多 浜licsseveralkilometerswestwardf}om

Naoetsu直 江 津station.Onthesandybeachstandsamonument

inscribedwiththewords,"SiteofShinranSh6nin'sLanding."Shinran親

鸞(1173-1263),banishedf}omKyoto,hadcrossedtheSeaofJapan,and

landedatthisplaccofexile.Althoughtheoceaniscalminspring,

ShinranhadprobablyarrivcdinwinteLPerhapssnowwasfalling,and

theoceanwaveswereturbulent.

Theword"ocean"occursf}equentlythroughoutShinran'swritings.

Hehadaspccialregardfbrtheword.Whenoneturnstothefirstpageof

幻 ⑳ 廊ん η∫勿 教 行 信 証,itleapstotheeye.Thesameistrueinreadinghis

hymns(〃4∫4η 和 讃).Theword"ocean"apPearseverywhere.AquestionI

hadlongponderedaroseoncemore:WhywasShinransoattractedby

thcword"ocean"～Whatwasthesourceofhisattachmenttoit～

Lctusconsiderseveralexamples.Thcreistheexpression,"oceanof

theOneV6hicleofthePrimalVbw."AmidaBuddhaestablishedtheVbw

toliberatesentientbeings,andthatVbwislikenedtoanocean.Shinran

alsoo丘enusesthemetaphor,"oceanofAmida'sPrimalVbw,"evenin

passageswhere"Amida'sPrimalVbw"wouldbesuf臼cient.Wh防then,

doesheadd"ocean"～Although"theOneV6hicleofthePrimalVbw"

shouldbeadequate,whydoeshesay"occanoftheOneVヒhicleofthe

PrimalVbw"～Further,thereistheexpression,"vastoceanofdesircs,"

againinpassageswhere``desires"aloncwouldsumce.Butitappcarsthat

Shinranisnotsatis盒edwithoutadoptingtheimageof"ocean."In
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addition,thereisthe"oceanofsentientbeings."Itissimilartothc

"
oceanofbirth-and-death"orsamsaricexistence.Theusesof"ocean"are

remarkablynumerous.

5乃勿鰄 πぎτ;o〃炉'1爾 ρ燃584〃 γ``0`砌 〃,,

IhadlongwonderedaboutthesignificanceofShinranもuscoftheimage

oftheocean.Ibelicvethatitholdsdiversemeanings,andthatShinran

investeditwithvariousthoughtsand麁clings.Oneinvolvestheimageof

theoceanasthatwhichbroughthimintoexileasacriminal.Another,bア

contrast,istheoceanthat,withhiseventualpardon,borehimtoadif=

色rentheavenandearth,thatliberatedhim;thisistheoceanoff}eedom.

Inaddition,throughthisimagc,hedevelopedtheimageoftheoceanof

salvation,ofbeingliberatedbyAmida阿 弥 陀Buddha.Atthesametime,

however,itistheseaofragingwaves,asymbolfbrourhumandcsires

andpassions.Itis``thevastoccanofdesiresandgreed,"theoceanas

expressiveofblindpassions.Shinranpossessedsuchvariedimagescon-

cerningtheocean;theproblem,therefbre,isnotasimpleone.

ShinranwasborninKyoto.Attheageofnine,hele丘householding

lifヒandascendedMt.Hiei比 叡,whcrchcledalifとofreligiouspractice

丘)rtwentyyears.Allthathesawabou.thimwasmountain,andonly

mountain.HecouldprobablylookdownonthesurfaccofLakeBiwa琵

琶,buthesurelylackedanyopportunityfbrcontactwiththeseainthe

Kyotobasinregion.Atthcageoftwenty-nine,hemetH6ncn法 然and

becameamemberofhisfbllowing,descendingf}omthemountain.

Then,fbrfburorfiveyears,helivedalifとofnenbutsu念 仏underthe

guidanceofH6nen.Withthesuppressionofthenenbutsu,however,he

wasbanishedtoEchigo越 後.Whiletravelingintoex量leasacriminal,he

sawtheSeaofJapanfbrthefirsttimc.surel)ろfbrapersonwhohas

knownonlytheworldofmountains,theimpactofencounteringthe

oceanfbrthefirsttimeisimmense.Itisimpossibletoapproachthe

mindofyoungShinranunlcsswecanimaginethis.Whcnweconsider

thesuf艶ringofShinran'syouth,itbccomesanimportantpoint.This

expericnceisreHectedinhiswritings.
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ApProximatelyseventykilomctersnorthofNaoetsuliesIzumozaki出 雲

崎,whereRア6kan良 寛(1758-1831)wasbornandgrewup.TheSeaof

JapanstretchesfbrthdirectlyinviewofthehousewhereRy6kanwas

born.Oncleardays,Sado佐 渡Islandisclearlyvisible.Fromhischild-

hood,Ry6kanlivedhearingthesoundofthcsurfHisassociationwith

thcoceanwas魚rlongcranddceperthanthatofShinran.Mysteriousl男

however,inRy6kan'sworkstheimageoftheseadoesnotoccurevena

singletime.Hecomposednumerouswaka,butinlongerpoems(6乃 巍4

長 歌)aswellastanka短 歌,andinpoemsinChinese.also,itdoesnot

appeaLLettersalsosurvive.Butinallhiswritings,theimageofthe

oceanisalmosttotallyabsent.Whyisthis～Instead,hisworksinclude

manyre色rencestosnov肌Forexample:

Windblown,thesnowcomes飢ling;

Mixedwithsno罵thewindblows.

Tbwardembersbu.riedintheash,Iidlyextendmylegs,

Secludedinmアgrasshut._

AlthoughbornandraisedinIzumozaki,ongrowingupRy6kan

realizedthathewasnotsuitcdtosucceedtothefamilyoccupationof

villagchcadman.Hcdidnotcnterbusiness.GoingtoaZenmonkofthe

area,hereceivedguidanceinZen.Therea魚mousZenmonk,Master

Kokusen国 仙,came.Ry6kantookthetonsureonthespot.Following

MasterKokuseninhiswanderingaroundthecountr防heembarkedona

journeyofpractice,anddidnotreturntohishomevillagefbrmorethan

tenyears・

Eventuallyendinghispractice,hereturnedtoIzumozaki,butat

thattime,alreλdytherewasnohomefbrhimthere.Hetookuplifヒina

hut,movinghereandthere.HisgrasshutGog6an五 合 庵onMt.

Kugami国 上iswellknown.Thepoemquotedabovedescribeshisli艶

duringthisperiod,onawinterdayとProbablysnoww3sfallingand

衾ccumulating.Thcrewouldnolongerbemuchgoingintothevillage.At
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night,hewouldplacefirewoodinthehearthinhishutandextendhis

legs.Bendingover,hewouldreadtheworksofD6gen道 元,whomhe

regardedwithdeepveneration.Nightafternighthcwouldread

舫 の 卿 〃勿 正 法 眼 蔵.

Lateonenight,hewasdeeplymovedashereadandhistears

Howed,wettingthetext.HecomposedapoeminChineseaboutthis

experiencc.ForRy6kan,thesnowofwinterwasindispensable.Alone,he

enduredtheisolationofhislifとinhishut.Itmaybesaidthatthesnow

washiscompanion.Withinthe釧lingsnow,heconverscdwithD6gen,

andheconversedwithhimsel£Fromthedepthsofhisbreast,thescream

ofhisspiritcouldbeheard.Inthedepthsofhisbod}もhislifヒenergy

begantoburnfUriouslアOfsuchthingshebecameaware.Ithinkitwas

insuchmomentsthatRy6kanbccamehimsel£andbecameatruepoet.

Thenaturalphenomenonoffallingsnowwasnotmerelyaneventofthe

externalworld.Hcgraspeditascloselyinterwovenwithhisownlifと.Itis

fbrthisrcasonthatsnowappearsrepeatedlyasacentralthemeinhis

works.ForRy6kan,theoceanappearstohavebeenlittlemorethana

艶atureofthedailylandscape.Theimageoftheseadidnotdirectly

touchhisspirit.Hence,hedidnotseektoadoptitintohiswakapoems

orChinescverse.

WhenweconsiderShinranincontrasttothewayoflifとofRy6kan

aspoetorasm3nofreligion,wefindareversalinthispoint.InShinran's

writings,theimageofsnowhardlyoccurs.TheHokuriku北 陸district

whcreShinranlivedisknownfbritsheavysnows.Itisanarcawhere

peoplewereenclosedbythcsnowsfbronethirdofeachγeaLAIthough

Shinranspentfiveyearsinbanishmentthere,theimageofsnowis

almostcompletelyabsent丘omhiswritings.Instead,whatappearsisthe

imageoftheocean.ThiscontrastbetweenShinranandRy6kanis

striking.

翫 翫 解4福 ・〃脚 勿P〃解五砌4げ 翫 乃加 〃

Here,Iwillchangetheperspectiveslightly」nhistory;Nichiren日 蓮

(1222-1282)appearsslightlyafterShinran.Hewasbornatthesouth一
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ernmosttipofth6B6s6房 総peninsula,ataplaceontheoceancalled

Kominato小 湊.Healsogrewupseeingtheoceanfrommorningto

night.Inthis,hislifとwassimilartothatofRy6kan.Ongrowingup,he

enteredthepriesthoodatKiyosumiyama清 澄 山anddepartedonajour-

neyofpracticetoKyoto.Onreturning,hebeganpreachinginthestreets

inKamakura鎌 倉.HebecameNichirenthroughthispreachingatcross-

roads.Withthismethodofpropagation,however,heincurredthedis-

plcasureofthebakufuandwasbanishedtoIzu.Therealsohelivedsur-

roundedby・theocean.Af辷ergainingapardon,hereturnedtoKamakura

andbeganoncemoreanaggressiveformofpropagationthroughconver-

sioncalledshakuhuku折 伏.Itwasimpossiblefbrhimtodesist.This

time,hewasexiledtoSado,theisolatcdislandsurroundedbアseathat

wouldliebefbretheeyesofRy6kaninIzumozaki.Hereoncemorehe

experiencedtheseatothepointofweariness.

Inhisoldage,hewaspardonedandreturnedtoKant6関 東,buthe

hadlosttheenergyforreligiousactivity.HewenttoMt.Minobu身 延

andlivedalifeofreclusion.Duringthisperiod,followerssentvarious

items-rice,miso,vegetables,sake,andseafood_tothemountaintop

andsupportedthemaster.WecansensehowdeeplyNichircnwasmoved

fromtheletterofthanksthathewroteatthetime.Itseemshewasfond

ofsake,whichwasalsoprobablyahelpinpassingthewintersonthc

mountain.Hedranksakeeverynightandtookwarmthfromit,as

thoughgeneratinghisownenergy.Hence,hisfollowersscntastcady

supply.Inthedeepofwinter,thesakefroze.Thesewordsoflament

appearinhisletters.OnreceivingseafoodfromB6sδalso,his

unforgettablehometown,hewasdeeplymovedandwrotearesponse.

OnreadingNichiren'sworksandletters,however,wefindthathe

wishedtogotoc`VulturePeakPureLand"(ゆ σz6η ブσゐ 霊 山 浄 土).

Ry6zan,literally;"spiritmountain,"actuallyreferstothesacredVulture

Peak.InIndianBuddhisttexts,thesiteRajagrha(Oshaj6)王 舎 城often

appears.ItislocatedinthemiddlereachesoftheGangesRiver.There

arcfivemountainsthere,oneofwhichisVulturePeak.Itissaidthatノ
S互kyamuniBuddhapreachedtheLotu∫SutraandtheLargerSutraofthe

BuadhaofimmeasurableLzfeonVulturePeak.Nichiren,then,viewed
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VUIturePcakasapu.re,sacrcdmountainandaspircdtobebornthcre.

Ihavcvisitedthissite.VulturePeakisthrecorf()urhundredmeters

high,andalmosttotallybald.Thcrcishardlyanygreen;itiscovcred ノ
withrocksandstones.ItappearslikelytohavebeensoinS互kyamuni's

timealso.Ifirstwentthereabouttwentyyearsago,andalthoughIdo

notknowwhetheritistrue,wasastonishedtohearthattigersstill

appearedthere.Nevertheless,NichirenaspiredforbirthinthePureLand

ofVulturePeak.Inanotcattachcdtoarepresentativework,Kanjin

加 ηzoη∫乃δ 観 心 本 尊 抄,hewrotethatondeathhewouldgotothatPure

Land.Further,inalettertoawomanwhosehusbandhaddied,he

reassuredher,statingthatherhusbandhadbeenbornonVUIturePeak,

andthatwhenhedied,hewou.ldgotherealsoandbcreunitedwithhim.

WemustnotethatNichiren,whogrewupattheseasidenearthe

southernmostpointoftheB6s6peninsula,conceivedthePureLandasa

mountain.Hesoughttherealmtowhichhewouldgoafヒerdeathnot

acrossthesea,butonamou.ntaintop,thePu.reLandofVUIturePcak.

職:γDidShinran(7hoese」lnada～

Ourquestion,then,is:「sJ〈zheredidShinranaspiretogoa丘erdeath～Itis

generallythoughtthatthiswasthePureLandofAmidaBuddha.The

question,however,ishowShinranimaginedthisPureLand.Ofcourse,

ifitwereonlyamatteroftheintellect,oncmightinsistthat,aswritten

intexts,itissimplγAmidゴsPureLand.Butisthisenough～Peoplenow

mayfとelthatthcycangrasptheterm"PureLand"throu.ghaconceptual

explanation.SuchatheoreticallアponderedPurcLand,however,isalways

onthevergeofdisappearing.InShinran'sage,fbrpeoplewhoprayedfbr

thcafterlifeasamatteroflifeanddcath,thePureLandwassurelynot

suchanambiguousplace.ThcynodoubtgraspedthePureLandwith

moreconcreteimages.Unlessthisisclarified,wewillbeunableto

apProachthepersonShinran.

HowdidShinranimaginethePureLand～Thisisouroriginal

question.Aswehavenoted,ShinranwasexilcdtoEchigoduringa

persecutionofthenenbutsu.A丘erbeingpardoned,hejourneyedto
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Hitachi常 陸intheKant6regionseekinganewworld.Hccontinuedto

movef}omplacetoplacc,finallyselectingInada稲 田(Kasama笠 間city)

ashishome.InadaliesontheMito水 戸railwayline.Thetemple

Sainenji西 念 寺islocatednearthestation.HowdidShinr&nselectthis

placelWonderingaboutthis,ImadeatripthcreandstayedatSaincnji.

Earlyinthemorning,Itookawalktothetemplegateandlookedupat

thebeautifhlfbrmofMt.T3ukuba筑 波,whosepeak,dividedintwo,

risestoaheightofninehundredmeters.ItisslightlyhigherthanMt.

Hiei,buttheymaybesaidtobecomparableinheight.

Thisisanimp・rtantp・int.BetweenSainenjitempleandMt.

玉ukuba.lierice丘elds.SeeingthisbeautifUlsight,thethoughtsuddenly

occurredtomethatShinranchosethisplacebecauseofthebeautyofthe

mountain.Thiswasmyownintuition.Iwonderwhether,whenhesaw

themountain,thebeautifhlimagcofMt.Hieiwasnotrevivedinhis

mind.Shinran,whowasbornandraisedinthebasinareaofKγoto,lived

丘ommorningtonightsurroundedbymountainsandhills-Mt.Hiei,

Higashiアama東 山,Nishiyama西 山,Kitayama北 山 ・Ithinkthat

mcmoriesoftheyearsofhisyouthandofhisreligiouspracticearose

whenhesawMt.Tgukuba.Whenhegazedupatthemountaininthe

newhomeofdistantHitachi,hewasfilledwith長)ndmemories.

ThesamewastrueofNichiren.Lateinlifと,hebegantoaspirefbr

thePureLandofVUIturePeak.WhiledwellingonMt.Minobu,he

longedfbrVUIturePeakindistantIndia,andatthesametime,cameto

holdtheconvictionthatMt.MinobuitselfwasthePureLand.Forthe

Japancse,mountainsarcnotmerelypartofthenatumllandsc3pe.They

workstronglアonthespiritsofthosewhoseethem,andwerean

importantpartoftheenvironment.

TbconsiderShinranoncemore,a丘erhisexperienceofthesca

duringhisperiodofcxilc,hewaspardonedandmovedtoHitachi,where

hewasabletoengagefreclyinrcligiousactivitメThere,underMt.

Tgu.ku.ba,hisearlierexperienccofmountainswasreawakened,andhe

passedovertheridgeofhumanlifと.WhenIrenectonShinran'sinterior

li色,itappearsthatthisperiodofmovementf卜omoceantomountain,

仕omtheSeaofJapantoMt.7Bukubaisextremelyimportant.whenwc
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considerthegrowthofhisspirit,hismaturationasahumanbeing,this

isanissuethatmustnotbeneglected.

2.characteristicsoftheFaithof止eJapanese

7乃6翫 ゴ訪 ρプ坊6/4P〃 η∬664ゐr8坊8乃z彡 γo幽`が07z{1プ βz4編 乃ム〃z

Above,IhighlightedShinran'sexperienceofthescaduringhisyounger

yearsandhisexperienceofmountainsduringhismid-lifと.Thequestion

arises,then,whichexperienceShinrangavethegreaterweighttoatthe

endofhislifと.Didheadopttheimageofthemountaininconsidering

hisownsalvation～Ordidhcusetheimageofthesca～Inordertotreat

thisproblem,itisnecessarytoconsiderthcbclie麁thattheJapanesehave

heldsinceancienttimes.Theseareparticularbelicfヨheldf}ombefbrethe

introductionofBuddhism.Theyareancientbelief忌oftheJapanesepeo-

ple.

Shinran'sbelie信andthoughthold,ofcourse,auniversalcharacter,

且worldthattranscendsthef}amesofre免renceoftheJapanescnation,or

ofJapanesecultureand.theJapanesepeople.Atthesametime,however,

inspiteofthis,shinranwasindisputablyaJapanesc,andthccultural

contcxtnccessヨrilアexertedinHuenceonhiminvariousways.Ifwedo

notconsidcrthisaspectandinsteadfbcussolelyontheuniversalityof

Shinran,wewilltcndtowardahighlγabstractdiscussion.Theresult

wouldbethatwewouldnotbeabletoperceiveShlnrantheperson.We

wouldshapeanide且1丘gurewithreasoningalone.TheimageofShinran

sincetheMeijiperiodhastendedtobesucha丘gurereconstructedupon

reasonlng。

Shinran'sglobalcharactcroruniversaliワmustbenewlyinterpreted

onthelevelofhisparticularityasahumanbeingwhglivedinaspecific

timeandpIace.whenBuddhismwastransmittedtoJapanbe偽re

shinran'stime,thatBuddhismcollidedwithnativeJapanesebeliefS,

givingrisetoachemicalreaction.Colliding,overlapping,fhsing_by

thisprocessadistinctiveJapaneseBuddhisttraditionwas飴rmed.

Shinranappearedhistoricallywithinthistradition.Hence,itisnecessary
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丘rstofεLlltograspPreciselythecharacteristicsoftheJapanesebelie露

befbretheintroductionofBuddhism.

窃 ・v勧 げ 伽 福 ・朋 祕 〃P〃 ・・伽4ゲ 珈 ノゆ 砌 鷹

whatwerethetraditionalbelicf忌oftheJapancse～oneimportantbelief

wastheconceptionofthefatcofhumanbeingsa丘erdeath.Animpor-

tantissuewas,whenpeopledie,wheredotheygo～TheancientJapanese

believedthataworldaf辷erdeathexistedinthemountains.Further,they

alsobelicvedthattherearespiritsthat,upondeath,gobcyondthesea.

Thesetwobelief3fbrmedthepivotalpointsofthcirthinldng.

IntheM4〃 ンδ∫勿 万 葉 集,therearemanypoemsIamentingthedead.

Thesearctheclegiescalled64η 々4挽 歌.Inthescpoems,inmanγcases,it

is.impliedthata丘crdcaththehumanspiritascendsamountain.

BuddhismwasthentransmittedtoJapan,andamongBuddhist

teachings,thetraditionthatmostdeeplyreflectedonone'sfatea丘er

deathwasofcoursethePureLandtradition.ShinBu.ddhism(ρ40

∫乃勿 ∫肋 浄 土 真 宗)isonestreamofthistradition.InthePu.reLand

BuddhismofIndia,theidealworldtowhichonegoesa丘erdeathexisted

inthedistanceinthewesterndirectionbeγondmillionsofotherlands.

Thewestisthedirection量nwhichthesunsets,andcametobeseenas

thedirectionofweakcninglifヒ.Hence,beliefヨfbcusingonthewest

overlappedwithbeliefヨinthea丘erlifセ.

ItisdifHculttograspthethinkingconcerningaworld"beyond

millionsofotherlands."Itliesataninconceivabledistance.This

sアmbolicallydistantworldwastransmittedasanideatoJapantogether

withthePureLandteaching.Althoughthisdescriptionisgivenintexts,

ordinaryJapaneseoftheperiodcouldnotconceiveoftheex量stenceof

suchaPu.reLandlyingatabewildcringdistancebcyondmillionsof

otherlands.TheJapaneseofthetimedidnotthinkofthePureLandas

existinginsuchaplacc;rather,theyconccivedofitaslyinginthe

mountalns.

ThePu.reLandisinthemountains.Thisistherealisticthinkingof

theJapanesc・Forthisreason,themountainsinJapan,whereveronemay
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go,whethertheybewidelyknownoroflittlereputc,whetherlof辷yor

low;havealocationnearthetopthatisknownasAmida-ga-mine阿 弥 陀

ケ 峰(Amida'speak)orJ6do-ga-mine浄 土 ケ峰(PureLandpeak)・The

mountaintopisthePureLand.Further,whenonegoestovalleyareas,

therearesitesknownasJigokudani地 獄 谷(Hellvalley).InJigokudani,

thereistheriverbankofSai(Sainokawara賽 の 河 原),whereimagesof

Jiz6地 蔵arecommonlyplaced.ThereishardlyamountaininJapanthat

doesnothavethescgeographicalnamesof"PureLand,""Hellvalle)も"

andSairiverbank.ThisisapeculiarityofJapan.suchpracticcsarenot

fbundinIndiaorsouthcastAsia,China,orKorca.Theconceptofthe

Pure:Landinthcmountainsisaparticularfとatureofthcfaithofthe

Japanese・

Letusconsideranotherexample.Fromabouttheeleventhand

twel丘hcenturies,slightlybefbrcthetimeofShinran'sappearancein

history;manyBuddhistpaintingsdepictingAmidゴscomingbegantobe

made.TheyfbcusedonthethemeofA厂nidaBuddhacomingf}omthe

Pure:Landtowelcomeandreceivebeingsinthisworld.Thesepaintings

arecalled`iAmidゴsComing"(ノ1珈 贏 鰄 ゆzμ 阿 弥 陀 来 迎 図)and"The

ComingoftheTwenty-BveBodhisattvas"(一 く尾雇即60∫ 疏 〃 勉 ゆzκ 二 十 五

菩 薩 来 迎 図).(seepage301)Ingeneral,inthecentersuchpaintings

dcpictalargemountain.Onthele丘side,therearetrailingclouds,upon

whichAmidaBuddhastands.ThebodhisattvasKannon観 音andSeishi

stand2thissides,andvariousotherbodhisattvasbearingreedmouth

organs(∫ 乃δ笙),且utes,drumsandothermusicalinstruments,surround

theBuddhaasthegroupdescends.Atthelowcrright,ahutisdepicted,

withamonkontheverandah,hispalmstogetherinagestureofhomage

toAmida,awaitinghis臼nalmoments.Suchpλintingswerehighly

popularinthisperiod.Fromthemedicvaltothepremodernperiod,they

werewidelアprizedamongtheordinarypeople.WcseeherethatAmida

Buddhadoesnotappcarf}ombeyondmillionsofotherlands.Rather,

theBuddhadescendsfbmthemountaintop,fbrthcmountainitselfis

thePureLand.
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Asmentionedbefbre,abeliefoftheJapanesepcopleisthatanidcal

worldliesbeyondthesea.Thcspiritofapersona丘erdeathcrossesthe

seai耳tothefardistance.Suchbeliefヨarerecordedinsuchwritingsas

砌 癒 古 事 記and八 励o〃 ∫加 窺 日 本 書 紀,whichrcfヒrsto"πbkoyonokuni

常 世 の 国"λssuchaworld.1bkoyonoku.niisdescribedasanidealworld

ofconsねntspring,blessedwithgold,silver,andprecioustreasures,

whcrcalliseternallyyouthfUl,f}esh,andbountifUl.

ThcreisastorythatthedeitySukunabikonanoMikotovisited

Izu.mo出 雲fめmTbkoyonokuniand,joiningwithOoku.ninushino

Mikoto,createdthelandofJapan.Therea丘e士,sukunabikonanoMikoto

returnedtoTbkoyonokuni.1R)koyonokuniisthearchctypalland,an

ideallandthatexistedoriginallyJapanwヨsfbrmedtoresemblethat

land.ItmaybesaidthatOokuninushinoMikotoassistedinthis.

τbkoアonokuniisimaginedasanideal,immeasurablγbrighterworld

thantheoneinwhichweliye.

ThisTbkoアonokuni,howevcr,wasgraduallytrans偽rmedinto

Ybminokuni黄 泉 の 国,thedarkworldwherethedeadgo.Tbkoyo,

originallアthc"etcrnalworld,"camctobeunderstoodasTbkoyami常 闇

(eternaldarkness)orTokoyo常 夜(eternalnight).Therewasa

transfbrmationinimage.Finally;theconceptofthelandofthedead

called"LandoftheYdlowSprings"wasestablished.Itwasadcfilcd

worldwherethebodicsofthedeadwereheaped.

IntheclegiesoftheルZ4η1γ 函んz,thede盒ledspiritsofthedcadgoto

themountains.Withthepassageoftime,thosespiritsgraduallybecome

ancestr証spirits.Insomecases,withthereceptionofoffとringsover3

periodoftime,theybecomedeitiesofthemou.ntain.Atnrst,thedeadin

theirdefiledfbrmdwellinthemountains,butovertimetheyare

puri丘 βd.Thcworldofthemountainsalsopossessesbothadefiledaspect

andapurifiedaspect.Inthesameway;theidealworldbeyondtheseais

theidealworldofTbkoyoandalsothedcfilcdworldtowhichspiritsof

thedeadgo.Itpossessesthcsetwoaspects.Thatis,itisthesamewith

bothmountainandsea.
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WiththeintroductionofBuddhism,however,theworldofeternal

darknessbeyondthescatowhichthedeadgocamctobeconceivedas

thePurcLandofFudaraku補 陀 落,whereKannondwells.Thisoccurrcd

f}omthecndoftheHeianpcriodtotheKamakuraperiod.Thesacred

placeofKannoncametobeimaginedasbeyondthesea.Forexample,

f}omthesouthernmostpointofKish亘 紀 州,theshorenearthepresent

sacredsiteofMt.Nachi那 智,mohkswhohadawakencdtothe

incvitabilityofdeathboardedboatsandrowedouttowardthesouth

scas.Thiswasthepracticeof"crossingthescatoFudaraku"(Fudaraku

tokai補 陀 落 渡 海).BelievingthatthePureLandofKannohlayfarout

acrossthcsea,theywentoutinboatsknowingtheアwoulddie.Their

boatseventu,all)zcapsizcdandtheyvanishedinthcwaters.Ortheir

provisionsgraduallyweredepletcdandtheystarved.Itwasafbrmof

religioussuicide.Theアrowedouttosea,however,withfervcnt

expcctationsintheirdesiretobeborninthePureLandofKannon.This

beliefinFudarakuwasstronglyinfluencedbyBuddhismthroughfaith

inKannon,bu.tifwetracethebeliefrcgardingtheoceanbacktowardits

origins,wefindthatitistiedtobeliefinTbkoyo.

Further,therewereadditionalchangesintheEdoperiod.During

thisperiod,fbrexample,beliefinthescvengodsoffbrtune(∫ ん6ん

ル 勿/吻 七 福 神)nourished・Thiswasapopularbeliefthatsevendeities-

Ebisu恵 比 寿,Daikokuten大 黒 天,Bishamonten毘 沙 門 天,Benzaitcn弁 財

天,Hotei布 袋,Fukurokuju福 禄 寿,andJur6jin寿 老 人 一cameffom

acrossthesea.Atalewascomposedinwhichdeitieswithoriginsin

India,china,andJapanfbrmedaninternationalteam,loadedaship

withgold,silver,andotherprecioustreasures,3ndvisitedJapanf}omfar

acrossthesea.ItwasaJapaneseversionoftheSantaclausstorメwhile

inEuropesantaClauscomesonlyonceaye訊r,inJapan,anentiregroup

ofgifヒ ーbearerscomesthroughouttheyeaLThercisacloscconnection

hercwiththebeliefthatanidcalworldliesbeyondthcsea.

Aswehavescen,theJapanesehavesinceancienttimescarriedon

theirlivesbelievingthata丘erdeath,spiritsascendedintothemountains

andbecameanccstors,orthattheycrossedtheoccanandbecame

ancestralspirits.Suchbeliefヨareintimatclyrelatedtothecharacteristics
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0ftheJapanesecnvironment,ortothegcographicalconditionsofthe

Japanescarchipelago,surroundedonfbursidcsbyocean.Furthcr,most

oftheJapaneseislandsarccoveredbyfbrestsandmountains.

β6左 φ げ2%8ノ 吻4〃 ∬61～00詑4勿2%6・E〃Zノ 彡ア0〃〃Z8〃'

Sometimeago,thcadvertisingfirmDents亘carriedoutaprolecttopho-

tographtheJapanesearchipelagof}omthcelevationofthrcethousand

mctcrs.Aplanewascharteredandaerialphotographsweretakenfヒom

Ybnakuni与 那 国islandofOkinawainthesouth,overKブushu,Shikoku,

Honshu,theTbhokuregion,northtoHokkaidoandas伍rasthcS6ya宗

谷Straits.Thesewereeditcdintoanhour-longvideoandshowntospe-

cialistsinvarious臼eldsfbrtheircomments.Iwasinvitedtoviewthe

videoasaspecialistinreligion.ThcislandsofOkinawaaresurrounded

bysea,butoverHonshuonelooksdownonaworldofmountaina丘er

mountain.IwasimpressedtoseethattheJapaneseislandsareindeed

coveredbymountainsand丘)rests.Thisgeographicalconditionisproba-

blysharedwithsuchcountriesasSwedenandCanada.

Whenweconsiderthis,weunderstandthat,丘omancienttimes,

theJapanesepeoplehavereceivedimmeasurablebeneHtsf}omtheoccan

andthemountainsandwerestronglyinHuencedspirituallybアthese

色atures・Inthelightofthis,thecontentofthcelegiesintheノ レZ4η)〃兎乃zz

seemquitenatural.Wecanalsounderstandthebirthofmythsrelating

toTbkoyonokuni.Ifthisisthecase,wecouldnotexpectthatShinran

wouldnotbeinfluencedbysuchtraditionalbeliefむoftheJapanese

people.When,consideringthis,wereadShinran'swritingsandreflecton

thecourseofhisli艶,manythingsbecomeapparent.Oneexampleisthe

f}cquentappearanceoftheimageoftheoceaninShinran'sworks.

Anotheristhepsychologicalimpactthatwasprobablyexertedonhimby

Mt.T忌ukuba,whichroscbefbrehiseyesinInadaa丘erhemovedto

Hitachionbcingpardoned.
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3.ThePure:LandbeyondtheSeaofShinran

乃 左ン卿 δぎ乃勿5乃σ 乙石ψ 〃廊乃6誹

Thequ.cstionarises,then:WhichwasitthatinfbrmedShinran'sviewof

thePureLandandprovidedtheprimaryconcreteimagcinhisthinking,

Mt.T3ukubaortheseaatEchigolItispossiblethatbothwereimpor-

tant,butIbelievethatintheend,theimagechosenbyShinranwasthe

PureLandbeyondthesea.RatherthanthcPureLandinthemountains,

itwastheimageofthePure・Landacrosstheseathatwasimportantfbr

Shinran.

Shinran'smajorworkis乃67》 〃6乃 〃 乃;嘔P解 孟嬬4η ノ1～8読 辧'∫o〃

げ 〃56劭 解 」乙砌4%7(邸 勿 δ∫伽 ・乃∂)・Itisnotclearlyknownprecisely

whenandhowthisworkwaswritten.Shinranprobablydecidedto

attemptthisworkduringtheperiodofhisbanishmenttoEchigo.

Undoubtedlytheworkofcomposingnotesofhisthoughtswasrepeated

numeroustimes.Thisperiodofrewritingcontinued,and丘nallyadraft

wascompleted.Thisprobablytookpl3ceinhishutatInadainHitachi.

Ofcourse,90percentof勢 ⑳{勅 勿 ∫乃∂consistsofquotations・Heread

thewritingsofBuddhistmastersofIndia,china,andJapan,madenotes

ofpassagesthathe色ltnecessary;andquotedthem.Further,headdedhis

owninterpretationstothosequotations.Theseinterpretationsare

profbund.Neverthcless,thecrucialquestionariseswhetherawriting

withsomuchquotationcanbeconsideredanindependentwork.

Pcrhaps幻 呟 γδ∫ん η∫勿shouldbeconsideredincomplete.Itisnot

simplyunfinishedasawork.Perhapsitreflectsthefactthattheworldof

Shinran's伍ithwasstillincompleteatthetimeofcomposition.Ibelieve

thatShinrarfsthinkingcannotbcsimplysaidtohavereachedconclusion

ataparticularpoint.Shinrandiedattheagcofnincty」buttohisdcath

histhinkingchangedanddeveloped.Ifhehadlivedtobeonehundred

yearsold,histhinkingwouldsu.relyhaveundergonefhrtherchangc.He

constantlyreflectcdonandinvestigatedhisownfhithandthinking,

newlyponderingandreinterpretingthem.Thepatternofsuchthought,

whichpossessesgreatadhesivepower,isseeninthetextof/g匁 γ{勅勿 ∫乃δ.
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Shinranhimselfunderstoodhisintcriorchangesinthisway;He

realizedthatthemovementsofthehumanmindcannotbeexpressedin

asingleword,asthoughstoppedwithapin.勢{餮 ンδ∫乃ゴη∫乃〃isnota

盒nishedwork.Forpreciselythisreason,Shinran'sownvoicearisingf}om

thesmallnumberofhisownpassagesisinvaluable.Itisthebare,

minimalvoice.Againstthelongpassagesofquotation,hethrusts長)rth

hisownthinkingasthoughtoattackthem.Onesensessuchintensity.

刀 ら6P7吻`θ ホo殉 δi{勅 ∫〃5乃σ4η4坊81叨 噸2げ 葡 θ&～4

Letu,stu.rntotheopeningpassagcof勢 呟=γ廊乃勿 ∫乃δ.Itwasprobably

composedf}omShinran'sfi丘icstohissixtiesinInada,withitsviewof

Mt.Tヨukuba.Ontheβrstpagcof、 ◎ ⑩{露 伽 ∫乃σ,inthe丘rstpassヨge,

knownasthePre伍ce,wefindthefbllowing:

Irenectwithinmysel丑TheuniversalVbwdifnculttofathomis

indeedagreatvesselbearingusacrosstheoceandifHcultto

cross.Thcunhinderedlightisthesunofwisdomdispersingthe

darknessofourignorance.

ItisstatedherethatAmidaBuddhalsVbwisagrcatshipthatcarrics

usacrossthcocean,howevcrturbulentitmaybe.Amidavowedtosave

allsentientbeings,andtheBuddhalsresolveiscalled"theu.niversalVbw

dimculttofathom."AmidaBuddhais"agreatvesselbearingusacross

theoceandif臼culttocross."The"oceandif丑culttocross"iswildand

clamorouswithagreattempest.

Thus,atthebeginningofthePrefacetoノ ゥδ即 δ∫ん 〃∫乃δ,wefinda

powerfhlimageoftheocean.Thesearenotmerelymetaphoricwords.

Shinran'sconfとssionoffaithnaturallycalledfbrththeimageofthesea.

ThisisrelatedtotheissueIraisedatthebeginning.WhenIsawthe

oceaninspringf}omtheshoreofKotahamainNaoetsu,Ifdtthatthis

was丘)rShinrantheseaofblindpassions,theseaofthisworld,andat

thesametimctheoceanofAmidaBuddha.Hesu.relyvieweditasthe

pathoff}eedomthatwouldbringliberation.ForShinran,theSeaof
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Japanw2stheoceanthatsymbolizedthesalvationofAmidaBuddha.

Thisimageoftheseagaverisetoamcaningthatpenetratedhisphysical

being.WhenIconsideredthis,1島undthattheopcningpassageof

邸 δ匿γ励 勿 ∫乃δcamealive.

A丘erabriefnumberoflines,thePref議ceends,and"Chapteron

Tヒaching"beginswiththefbllowingpassage:

ReverentlycontemplatingthetrueessenceofthePureLand

way;IseethatAmidゴsdirectingofvirtuetosentientbeingshas

twoaspccts:theaspectfbrourgoingfbrthtothePureLand

andtheaspectfbrourreturntothisworld.

Withthesewords,thehndamentalnatureof1り 卿 励 ゴη∫乃σiswholly

stated.What,then,aretheaspectfbrgoingtothePureLandandthe

aspectfbrreturningtothisworld～Thisisthecrucialpointregarding

Shinran'sviewofthePureLand.Simplystated,thefbrmersignifies

goingf}omthisworldtothePureLand,andthelatter,returningtothis

worldf}omthePureLand.Theseconceptsappearattheveryopeningof

the丘rstchapterof勢 匁 γ廊乃加 ∫乃δOnegoestothePureLand,andthcn

returns.Thisisadif6cultconcept.TheideaofgoingtothePureLandis

perhapsnotdifnculttograsp.Incontemporarアlanguage,perhapswe

wouldsimplyspeakofdeath.Wemightalsospeakofdyingandbeing

reborninthePureLand.Ofcourse,``birthinthePureLand"isalsoa

euphemismfbrdeath.Asamatterofactuali琳t6beborninthcPure

Landisessentiallynothingotherthantodie.Apartfヒomdcath,thereis

nobirthinthePureLand.Inthissense,dy重ngandgoingtothePure

Landisnotdif丑culttounderstand.

Whatisdimcultisunderstandinghowthepersonwhohasdiedis

abletorcturntothisworld.Thisisthemostdifncultthingtoexplainto

students.Thesimplcstmethodistocxplaingoingandreturningby

introducingtheconceptofthespirit.Whenapersondies,thephアsical

bodyisdestroアed,butthesplritgoestothePure:Land.Inthesameway

that,asbelievedbyearlierJapanese,thespiritsofthcdeadascendcd

mountainsorcrossedbeアondthesea,itmaybesaidthatthespiritis
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borninthePureLand.Further,thatspiritthenreturnsoncemoretothis

world.Thespiritisinvisible,andfbrthisreasonisabletogoandreturn.

Peopleofoldthoughtinthiswayと

βπ4躍乃ム〃zDoa∫ ハ石0'D鋤 〃∬ 〃ら6・五X:∠銑 ～〃`807ハ 乙07zaκ廊詑〃`8げ5♪ ゴ7ゴ広∫

Thereis,however,adifficultyhere.InBuddhism,whetherornotspirits

existisconsideredamattcrnottobediscusscd.Thishasbcencommon

senseinthctr我ditionsinceancienttimes,beginninginIndia.Hence

BuddhistsinJapan,justasBuddhistsinChina,donottakeuptheques-

tionofthcexistenceornonexistenccofspiritsintheirmalorworks.This

istrueofKUkai空 海,andalsoofGenshin源 信.Intheirmainwritings,

thisquestionisnottreatedatall.

Insuchwritingsasprayersfbrmemorialservicesortheprinciples

長)rfbrminggroupsofnenbutsupracticers,however,we丘ndthat,despite

thegeneralrulcinBuddhism,thequestionofspiritsdoescmerge.KUkai,

ontheoccasionofamemorialservicefbranacquaintance,wrotcasetof

vowsinwhichhetouchesonthcsp玉ritofthedeadandpraysfbrlts

repose.Further,Genshin,inhis"PledgeoftheSamadhioftheTwenty一

βve"(岬 ㎏o一 辧 η澀 漉 ∠∫加 二 十 五 三 昧 起 請),statesthata丘ertheritesfbr

thedead,thespiritisborninthePureLand.Inprinciple,theyaccord

withBuddhisttraditionanddonotdiscusstheexistenceofspirits.In

actualitア,however,theybelievedinthecxistenceofspirits.This

sensibilityisnotrestrictedtoKUkaiandGcnshin.Thishasbeenthctrue

stanceofBu.ddhistsinJapan,whetherspccialistsorordinarypcople.

ThisisamajorcharactcristicoftheBu.ddhismoftheJapanese・

Shinran,likewise,doesnotdirectlytreattheproblemofspirits.It

doesnotoccurin邸 ⑳ 励 勿 ∫加orinhishymns.Thus,ifweconsider

thethemeofgoingtothePureLandandreturningtothisworld

supcrficially}thequestionofwhethcrthespiritexistsornotdoesnot

arise.Itwasnotdiscussed,andtodiscussithasbeenconsidered

heterodoxandhcretical.Inthiscasc,however,theexplanationtoyoung

peopletodayoftheaspectsofgoingandrcturningbecomesimpossible.

Withoutemployingspecialtermsorphilosophicalconcepts,itis
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impossibletoexplainthemtopeoplelackingknowledgeofreligion.It

maybesaidwlthonly・slightexaggerationthatthereislittlepowerto

convinccmostJapanese.Thequestionishowthisdilemmaistobc

brokenthrough.

乃(ヌo加 訪8P〃 κ ・乙〃η4W%ゴ 距 」乙ゴ〃勿9

Thereisonealternativeexplanation.Namely;goingtothePureLand

doesnotoccura丘erdeath;rather,itoccurswiththeawakeningoffaith,

orwhenfaithisestablishedinthesavingpowerofAmidaBuddha.

WhenonehasenteredthefaithofShinBuddhism,thatisthemoment

ofgoingtothePureLand.W司hilestillalive,onehasalreadアbeenbornin

thePureLand.Ifonctakcsthisstancc,thcnone'slifとtherea丘eristhelifヒ

ofreturning.Thepointu.ptothe2ttainmentoffaithistheaspectof

goingtothePureLand,andlifとaf[erthisattainmentbelongstothe

aspectofreturn.Thisisquitesensibleandmayevenbcc&11cdamodern

wayofthinking.Forpeopletoday;itiscasytograsp.

Ifwecons五derthisclosely;however,wefinditaChristianwayof

thinking.Inactuality}IbelieveitrenectstheinnuenceofChristianityとIn

ShinBuddhisttradition,ith3sbeerLcalled"birthinthislifと."According

toit,themomentoneattainsfaithisbirthinthePureLand.Itmaybe

calledtheconvictionofbirth.Ifoneadoptsthisinterpretation,onecan

understandtheaspectsofgoingandreturning.Thoseunfamiliarwith

religiousstudicscanacccptthisexplanation,ascanyoungstudents.

Bycontrast,ifitisassertedthatbirthinthePureLandcanonlybe

realizeda丘erdeath,thediscussionbecomescomplicated.Theconceptof

birthinthePureLanda丘erdeathisnotsimple.Thisisbecausethe

questionofwhatitisthatgoestothePureLandarises.Whatgocstothc

PureLand,andwhatreturnstothisworld～Inordertotreatthis

dilemma,theissueofthespiritisintroduced.Ifitissaidthatthespirit

goesandreturns,explanationbecomeseasy;fbrthisconceptfhseswith

thetraditionalbeliefもoftheJapanese.

MostcontemporaryJapanesehavereceivedreligiouseducationin

whichitisstatedthatspiritsdonotexist.Boththceducationin
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traditionalBuddhisttemplesandthatinmodcrnschoolshavefbllowed

thiSrOUte.ItiSaSSU.medthatSpiritSdOnOteXiSt,andthiShaSbeenthe

pathofmodernBu.ddhism.Thespiritcannotbcperceivedbytelescope

ormicroscope;itthercfbreisnotrecognizedbymodernscience.Japanese

BuddhismλndJapaneseBuddhistshavebeeninfluencedbythis

scienti倉cmentality」fwcconsiderthemattercarefhll)ろhowever,toassert

thatthatwhichcannotbcdetectedbymicroscopeortelescopedoesnot

cxistispseudo-scicntific.Genu.inescienti丘cthinLdngisnotso.Rather,

whenexistenceornonexistenceisnotknown,玉twouldrecognizethatit

isnotknown.

Rψ`が ㎎ 勿R伽 加'・ 跏 諺'ゴ伽1刀 ら・〃ψ

ConcerningtheproblemoftheaspectsofgoingtothcPureLandand

returning,Ihavestatedthattherearetwowaysofconsideringthem&t-

teLThesearetheconccptionsofbirthwhilealiveandbirthaf辷erdeath.

Ifthefbrmerisfbllowed,themattermaybeunderstoodwithoutintro-

ducingtheconceptofspirit.Ifthelatterisfbllowed,however,explana-

tionisdifncultwithouttheconceptofthespirit.Thequestionbecomes,

whichpositiondidShinranadopt～Thisisacriticalquestion,oneIdo

notknowthcanswerto.

Itisimportant,inconsideringthisquestion,toseektoinvestigate

Shinran'sthinkinginrelationtothetraditionalbelie色oftheJapanese

people.Ofcourse,itisusefUltoperceivemattersf}omtheperspectiveof

modernphilosophyandscience,butitisalsoimportanttotakeinto

considerat三 〇nthetraditionsofthc .ancientf盗ithoftheJapanese.In

treatingthethemeofthetwoaspectsofgoingtothePureLandand

returningtothisworld,itis卑ecessarytoconsideritinrelationto

traditionalthought.Inthisc2se,theproblemoftheexistenceor

nonexistenceofthespirit,andofthefUnctioningofspirits,willprobably

emergeintoprominence.Then,theviewsthatthePureLandliesona

mountainandthatitliesbcγondtheseawillnecessarilyemerge.The

issuehereistherelationshipbetweenthebelie信oftheancientJapanese

andthefaithofShinran.
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Whenweconsidermattersinthisway;thewordsoftheopening

lineofthePre伍ceto衝 δ匿γδ∫乃勿 ∫乃δgiveavividimageandrisebefbreour

eyes.Thesearethewords,"TheuniversalVbwdifficulttofathomis

indeedagreatvesselbearingusacrosstheocea耳difHculttocross."Isit

notstatedherethat,beyondthesea,theimageoftheidealPure:Landis

seenshiningbrilliantly～ForShinran,thePureLandatsomepoint

appearcdintheimageof``thePureLandbeyondthesea."Thisisnota

matterofdoctrinalreasoning.Wemustconsidernotconceptual

reasoninginthe.headalone,buttheimageofthePureLandfdtdeep

withinone'sphysicalexistence.Thisisaquestionoftheimageofthe

PureLandperceivedbyShinranthepersonwithhisentirebodyと

Consideredinthisway～theimageoftheoceanthatappears

f}equentlyin勢 δ即 δ∫乃勿 ∫乃δandShinran'sotherwritingsappearstohold

specialsignificance.ThewordsrecordedinthePrefacestronglycall

attentiontotheimageofthePure:Landbeyondthesea. .Ifweinvestigate

thisimage,perhapswewillbeabletoapproachmoreclosely・theworld

ofShinran.


