
PREFACE

TheConcept(ゾ`Z舵 磁 〃彫"inJapan,expandedtoincludemymostrecentresearch ,was

originallypublishedasハ 励onno"bungaku"g伽 θ刀(Sakuhinsha,1998;secondeditionwith

correctionsandminoradditions,1999).Iamdelightednowtoseethebookappearasavolumein

theInternationalResearchCenterforJapaneseStudiesMonographSeries.Iwouldliketoexpress

mygratitudetoallthosewhohavemadethispossible,andparticularlytoProfessorRoyallTyler ,

whowaskindenoughtoundertaketheEnglishtranslation.

TheinitialeditionofNihonno"bungaku"gainenreceivedthegratifyingapprovalofNorth

American,European,Australian,Chinese,Korean,andothercolleagueslongconcernedwith

Japaneseliterature,andin2001itwaspublishedinKorean,inatranslationbyProfessorKimSu-

chaeofKoreaUniversity.InJapanitself,Ihearitisalreadyrequiredreadinginadozengraduate

programsandhastakenitsplaceamongbasicworkstobereadbyanyoneaimingtoengagein

seriousstudyofJapaneseliterature.Itisoftenquoted,andIamtoldthatithasfiredsomeyoung

scholarswiththeambitiontopursuenewresearch.Nothingcouldgiveitsauthorgreaterpleasure.

Aftercompletingthefirstversionofハ 励onno"わ 〃ngaku"gainen,Iundertooktoconsider

certainelementsthatdemandrecognitioninanydiscussionofthemodemrestructuringofthe

conceptof"literature."Foremostamongmyresultingprojectshavebeenafundamentalstudyof

themodernizationofthewrittenlanguage;aninquiryintothechangingcriticalstandardsapplied

totheclassics;andanexaminationofthemodernrestructuringoftheviewof"history"within

literatureinabroadsense.

IhaveincorporatedtheconclusionsderivedfromthisworkintotheEnglishedition,andlikewise

themajorresultsofthelatestresearchintotheliteraryart(bungei文 芸)ofancientandmedieval

times.IntheNaratomid-Heianperiodthereexistedthenotionofwhatmightbecalled"Japanese

literature"(wabungaku和 文 学),incontradistinctiontotheChinesetermbungaku(wenxue);and

thisnotionledtotheappearanceofmultiplelayersoflegitimatinghistoricalnarrative,aspower

shiftedfromgrouptogroupinsociety.AdiscussionofthistopichasbeenaddedinChapter3

(3.1.2.1).InChapter5("TheConceptandItsSupportingStructure")IhaveaddedSection3,

onliteracyandconceptionsofthe"nationallanguage"(kokugo国 語),inordertooutlinethe

Meiji-perioddebateoverthewrittenlanguage.Furthermore,inChapter8(TheAcceptanceand

EvolutionofModern"Literature"),IhaveaddedSection30ntheconceptof"Japaneseliterature"

andthechangingassessmentoftheclassics.ThissectionconsidersthewaytheMany�h�,Genji

monogatari,andthehaikaiofBash�ametoberecognizedastherepresentativemasterpiecesof

Japaneselitera加reasawhole.Theseadditionsrelatethehistoryofideastoviewsoflanguageand

totheirpracticalapplicationinreceptionhistory.Theyformapartofmylifework ,whichisto

rewritethehistoryofmodernandcontemporaryJapaneseliterature,andtheyelucidatemystrategy

forapproachingthisgoal.

Thesearethemostobviouschanges,buttosomeextentIhavealsomodifiedthebeginningof

theIntroductionwrittentowardtheendofthelastcentury;redonecertainpassagesofthemain

text;addeddetailstothenotes;andrevisedandaugmentedfiguresandgraphsintendedtoassistthe



reader.Iconsiderthisthedefinitiveversionofmybook.

AclosingwordofthanksisdueIwaiShigeki岩 井 茂 樹,oftheDeparhnentofJapaneseStudies,

SchoolofCulturalandSocialStudies,GraduateUniversityforAdvancedStudies(S6kendai総 研

大),whopainstakinglycheckedthereadingsofalltheJapanesenamesintheEnglisheditionand

lookedupmostofthebirthanddeathdatesgivenintheindexofnames.
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