past has been set aside, and steady efforts have been made to
shift toward new academic systems geared to the globalization
of science. The Siebold Award ceremony may be something
of a relic of the days when the liberal arts tradition reigned
supreme. Conscious of the gaze of the young researchers from

other Asian countries and other parts of the world who might
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have wondered at seeing a Japanese scholar walking beside

the German president, I was wondering to myself whether —if

ceremonies like the one that honored me were to continue —

Japan’s academe should or should not change.

Giving a lecture at the 61th Public Lectures (14 March, 2016)
55 61 [EEAffREEECC (2016 4E 3 A 14 H)

Lecture Commemorating the
Retirement of Associate Professor
Mitsuta Kazunobu (61st Nichibunken
Public Lecture) Held

A public lecture (gakujutsu koenkai) in commemoration
of the retirement of associate professor Mitsuta Kazunobu
was held at the Nichibunken auditorium on March 14.
Mitsuta joined the faculty of Nichibunken in April 1995
and has been engaged in research mainly on classical

Japanese literature. Among his recent publications are
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Basho mezameru [The Process of How Basho Became
Basho] (Seiso Shobo, 2008), Koi no kakushikata: Kenko to
Tsurezuregusa [Ways of Concealing Love: Kenko and His
“Essays on Idleness”] (Seiso Shobo, 2008), and Kami no
ki: Ikeru, tazuneru [Trees of the Gods: Arranging, Visiting]
(co-author, Shinchosha, 2010).

Mitsuta gave an hour-long lecture, titled “The Gods
Return to Izumo: ‘Yamatai’ and ‘Minasoko no uta.”” In
the lunar calendar the tenth month is called Kannazuki
(“the month of the absence of the gods”; the month when
all the gods go to one place, Izumo). In Izumo the month
is known as Kamiarizuki (“the month of the presence of
the gods™). Within the grounds of the Izumo Taisha shrine
there has since antiquity been a guest house (kyakuden) for
the gods gathered from all parts of the country. There are,
however, no records that might corroborate such a legend.
There are no signs that might suggest that the Yamato court
or its successors intervened to prevent the circulation of
the story or that it tried to put a stop to the activities at the
Izumo shrine. Why? Mitsuta outlined the findings from his
study of various old documents that explain why. He also
explained what ““Yamatai” was and where it was located. His
discussion extended to Umehara Takeshi’s investigation into
why the most important Man’ydsht poet Kakinomoto no
Hitomaro was sent to exile, where he ultimately died. The
audience that filled the auditorium listened with fascination
to the wide range of topics about which he spoke. His is
a retirement much to be regretted. Our curiosity about the
findings of Mitsuta’s research on various topics, to which he
only hinted at the lecture, was greatly aroused. The details,
he said, would be contained in a forthcoming book. We must
wait patiently for its publication.

(Report by KUSUNOKI Ayako)

Possibilities for an Archive of

Rokyoku Phonograph Records

FURUKAWA Ayako
(Specially Appointed Assistant Professor)

In the spring of 2015, I learned that the more-than-10,000
record collection of rokyoku (traditional narrative singing;
also called naniwa-bushi) of the well-known collector
Morikawa Tsukasa, had been donated to Nichibunken.
For some time after that, whenever I met collectors of
performing arts-related materials, librarians of broadcast-
ing, and other archivist colleagues, we often remarked that

the donation was very hopeful news for archives of the

4

DRELGF—HGr e [HERE]) (FEERE. 2008
E), THOR—0F% 72345 G, #rid.
2010 ) R EDFEFEERELTEOLNET,
BEESIT THAITHEICRS — TEEE] &
KEOHT) IS LELTHELZ 1 Ficbizo
TIrbNFE L, IHE 10 Bid TR | RN,
HE—ENTIE TMEA] EFRL. HERAERNICHE
ENSEFELZMLDEDICERETHEINTWVS
W, TORAICIERI & 72 % 5dixid—Y) 750, KA
FHe L FDPEEN., O [BORBI ZEIFEE
BEINALIERES. ERHEAEHOSS E00
EHIEUTZEEiR e RV IR #iE
Tk, FEEROH SER L AERNHEL M
NEL, THI. Wb IFEEE] LT ->
O, FRRATMICH > T=Dh, Fl-dimid, 3
HERANKEDN T KICENBFE] 2> D
EWV S MFIRE DKIEOTK] OFWIC T TREAE 1.
Z OO TG OREMK T UE Lz, TEEN
BLENE T, EHETIIRRICEDONIZIEE
BRI I OOEZNZICED £TH, FEIEEE
ICELHENBEDT ETL, HREEE LWL
EREWET,
(R © HAGE, & - Mg

Bih SPLa—F « 7—HATAD
nJRETE
RS T CREHEWIED

BHiLa—ROELZIL Y Z— - HIEIESAD
| FE#BAZZaL 7y g YINAXHHICEE SNz
EHIoTEDRIEEDT L, N5 LIS < DM,
HEEBEROINESRY, RO T 1750 —H4E
RET—=NA T AEREICBENT S L. HXXHN
mNaLrya >y ANEICIz- 72T EIdEE
BERT—HA T AEZ% ETEHEZ W 2 — A2
& K LFHEEICTE o Tz,

Nichibunken Newsletter No. 93



