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Director-general Komatsu opens the kick-off meeting for the “Historical and International Research into Popular Culture

to Pursue New Images of Japan” project. (Photograph: Research Cooperation Section)
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Thirtieth Anniversary Impetus

for Popular Culture Research
KOMATSU Kazuhiko (Director-General)

Nichibunken marks its thirtieth anniversary in May this
year. Since its founding, Nichibunken has not only promoted
team research on original and innovative topics approached
in a comprehensive, interdisciplinary, and international
perspective but supported in a variety of ways the work
of Japanese studies scholars in various parts of the world.
All the while, the world surrounding Japanese studies has
changed greatly.

Activities and events commemorating the anniversary
began in the fall of 2016. These events provide the
opportunity to look back over our history, and as we respond
to the changed conditions surrounding our endeavors, we are
also setting our sights on the next thirty years of Nichibunken
with various initiatives for organizational improvement and
reform and with newly launched projects.

Of particular note, responding to the increased interest
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from overseas in Japanese culture, especially various aspects
of its popular culture, we launched a six-year project starting
in 2016 on “Historical and International Research into Popular
Culture to Pursue New Images of Japan.” This project will
serve as the pivot for the strengthening of networks among
overseas institutions engaged in research on Japanese culture
as well as for the formation of a consortium of universities in
Japan involved in international research on Japanese culture.
We will thereby encourage exchange of people and information
and formulate prescriptions of all kinds for the globalization of
research on Japanese culture.

Nichibunken’s future is charted by the ceaseless efforts of
its faculty and staff and benefits from the generous cooperation

of Japanese studies scholars in Japan and overseas. We look

forward to your support and goodwill now and in the years
ahead.

Nichibunken Celebrating

Its Year of “Standing Firm”
LIU Jianhui (Deputy Director-General)

Confucius famously said “At fifteen my heart was set on learn-
ing; at thirty I stood firm; at forty I had no more doubts; at fifty
I knew the will of heaven . . .” (Analects, Chapter 4). In these
words, arising from his assessment of his life, he recalls how it
was only at the age of thirty that he has established the basis of
his own moral stance and knowledge and that it had given the
confidence to “stand firm” in his own ideas, words, and actions.

Nichibunken has reached the age of thirty. While the growth
of an individual and the development of an organization may not
necessarily follow the same pattern, there are ample parallels in
the difficulties and agonies of an institution’s founding phase,
the failures and trial-and-error efforts of its mature phase, and
finally the confidence and pride established after having moved
beyond those phases.

Looking back over these thirty years, there are what we could
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“Historical and International Research into Popular Culture
to Pursue New Images of Japan”

kick-off group photograph.

(Photograph: Research Cooperation Section)
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