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Research

Rethinking “Rethinking Postwar
Japanese Culture”
TSUBOI Hideto (Professor)

The three years of activities since fiscal 2015 of the team research
group, “Rethinking Postwar Japanese Culture” concluded with the
closing symposium of the International Research Symposium held
on March 2 and 3, 2018. The year 2015, when the group was estab-
lished, marked the 70th anniversary of the end of World War IL
The fact that 70 years had passed since Japan's war defeat was ac-
knowledged with a sense of apprehension about the possible conse-
quences of losing, most likely by the upcoming 80th anniversary,
the bulk of the generation with firsthand experience of the war
years. In this respect the 70th anniversary was significantly differ-
ent from the 50th anniversary in 1995, which was seen as postwar
Japan's major turning point. The 70th anniversary prompted the
task of unraveling the complex history of Japan during these 70
years by taking a fresh look at not only the 70-year period's rela-
tionship with Japan's war experience (and pertinent war responsibili-
ty and postwar responsibility), but also the period’s distinctive “over-
long postwar” attribute.

The constant aim, though not yet achieved, of the series of dis-

cussions conducted by the research group over the years has been

Professor Carol Gluck as the keynote speaker at the International Research
Symposium, held March 2 and 3, 2018 as a culmination of the Team Research
Group.
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to attempt to reposition Japan's postwar history in the context of
an East Asia based on memories of colonial rule and Imperial Japa-
nese aggression, or a Southeast Asia subjected to developmental
dictatorship; and to dissect Japan's unilateral notion of “postwar”
per se through comparisons from global, contemporaneous perspec-
tives (dissecting the notion of “postwar” was the exact aim of Dr. Carol
Gluck's keynote presentation at the International Research Symposium).

More than 50 team researchers made up the research group,
which, because of its substantial size, was divided into several sub-
groups, each with its own leader. Research outcomes were present-
ed mainly in the form of panel presentations conducted according
to approximate time periods, such as the occupation years, the
1950s, and the period of rapid economic growth; and according to
topics such as Asia, Okinawa, cultural movements, censorship, sex-
uality, and Fukushima. The panel sessions were interspersed with
keynote presentations by Dr. Naoki Sakai, Professor Yoshikuni Iga-
rashi, and others, all in all constituting, I am proud to say, a major
landmark in research into postwar Japan in terms of content quality.

There are issues yet to be tackled. The research group website,
for instance, created with expenses approved by the Director-Gen-
eral, planned on incorporating an archive of rare historical materi-
als, but awaits further improvement in order to encourage more
active use by team researchers. And the fundamental question of
what to make of the “postwar” time-period appellation was still be-
ing debated at the very last International Research Symposium.
These, however, are issues that I believe can be addressed by sub-
sequent research groups.

Studies by the present research group will be compiled into two
essay collections comprising a total of seven volumes. Sengo Nihon o
yomikaeru (Rinsen Book co.), a six-volume essay collection edited by
Hideto Tsuboi, will commence distribution shortly and will issue all
six volumes by the end of 2018. Sexngo Nihon bunka saiké (3 ninsha),
also edited by Tsuboi, is expected to be published in 2019.

Team Research Group “Expos and
Human History”

SANO Mayuko (Visiting Professor of Nichibunken and
Professor of Kyoto University)

The expo is an official event of the international community, invent-
ed by human beings of the nineteenth-century and institutionalized
in the twentieth century by a multilateral treaty. It has been well
known that hosting expos or showcasing a nation’s culture by par-
ticipating in them played an important role in the modern history of
nation states, including Japan. However, that is not all. Expos in-
volve political-level decisions, more practical-level planning and op-

eration of the entire event, production of different exhibitions within
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Sengo Nihon o yomikaeru (Rereading Post War Japan,
Rinsen Book Co.)
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