to attempt to reposition Japan's postwar history in the context of
an East Asia based on memories of colonial rule and Imperial Japa-
nese aggression, or a Southeast Asia subjected to developmental
dictatorship; and to dissect Japan's unilateral notion of “postwar”
per se through comparisons from global, contemporaneous perspec-
tives (dissecting the notion of “postwar” was the exact aim of Dr. Carol
Gluck's keynote presentation at the International Research Symposium).

More than 50 team researchers made up the research group,
which, because of its substantial size, was divided into several sub-
groups, each with its own leader. Research outcomes were present-
ed mainly in the form of panel presentations conducted according
to approximate time periods, such as the occupation years, the
1950s, and the period of rapid economic growth; and according to
topics such as Asia, Okinawa, cultural movements, censorship, sex-
uality, and Fukushima. The panel sessions were interspersed with
keynote presentations by Dr. Naoki Sakai, Professor Yoshikuni Iga-
rashi, and others, all in all constituting, I am proud to say, a major
landmark in research into postwar Japan in terms of content quality.

There are issues yet to be tackled. The research group website,
for instance, created with expenses approved by the Director-Gen-
eral, planned on incorporating an archive of rare historical materi-
als, but awaits further improvement in order to encourage more
active use by team researchers. And the fundamental question of
what to make of the “postwar” time-period appellation was still be-
ing debated at the very last International Research Symposium.
These, however, are issues that I believe can be addressed by sub-
sequent research groups.

Studies by the present research group will be compiled into two
essay collections comprising a total of seven volumes. Sengo Nihon o
yomikaeru (Rinsen Book co.), a six-volume essay collection edited by
Hideto Tsuboi, will commence distribution shortly and will issue all
six volumes by the end of 2018. Sexngo Nihon bunka saiké (3 ninsha),
also edited by Tsuboi, is expected to be published in 2019.

Team Research Group “Expos and
Human History”

SANO Mayuko (Visiting Professor of Nichibunken and
Professor of Kyoto University)

The expo is an official event of the international community, invent-
ed by human beings of the nineteenth-century and institutionalized
in the twentieth century by a multilateral treaty. It has been well
known that hosting expos or showcasing a nation’s culture by par-
ticipating in them played an important role in the modern history of
nation states, including Japan. However, that is not all. Expos in-
volve political-level decisions, more practical-level planning and op-

eration of the entire event, production of different exhibitions within
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them, site design and construction, customs clearance for foreign
exhibits, reception of VIPs, provision of transportation around the
venue, and sales of related merchandise, to name just a few aspects.
Above all, expos mobilize tens of millions of visitors as well as vari-
ous levels of staff persons. No other type of event can rival the huge
number of people involved in these colossal gatherings, which as a
rule run for six months. Expos have become sources of memories
according to the ages and circumstances of the people involved in
them, and consequently have produced different “generations”
deeply etched in society.

By making the expo the focal point of a broad range of studies,
rich portrayals, comprising both close-up views and broader sur-
veys, of world and human histories—how people in each era lived,
understood the world, and sought to shape the world—can be pre-
sented: I have aimed here to demonstrate this. The starting point of
this team research was a small meeting of six scholars from four
countries, in 2010 in Shanghai where an expo was being held. The
group grew in size and interdisciplinarity over several stages, and
in 2015 published a 758-page anthology of 25 essays titled Bankoku
hakurankai to ningen no rekishi (Expos and Human History). The
goal of the group’s new three-year plan begun in 2016 is to further
promote the course of research so far, and ultimately to put forward
a body of what could be termed “expo-ology.”

I am writing this text in March 2018, when I am about to leave
Nichibunken Studies for Kyoto University, a new academic envi-
ronment for me. Although I will continue to host the team research
group on a commuting basis as a visiting scholar until the current
three-year plan is completed, I am already feeling nostalgic about
the research meetings in Conference Room 5, always full of frank
discussions and laughter. The team has benefited from the input of
not only its regular members but also a galaxy of experts, such as
scholars from Japan and abroad, as well as expo personnel from
both public and private sectors, who have joined us as observers.
Poised to take flight from its team-research-program nest for an
envisioned freer, larger platform, the real challenge of “expo-ology”

has only just begun.

SANO Mayuko, ed., Bankoku hakurankai to ningen no rekishi (Expos
and Human History), Kyoto: Shibunkaku Shuppan, 2015.
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At the post-research meeting social in February 2018.
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