Hard to Pin Down
YOSHIE Hirokazu (Assistant Professor)

I joined the International Research Center for Japanese Studies
(Nichibunken) in autumn 2017 after obtaining my Ph. D. in history
in the United States in the summer. I have studied since graduate
school the influence of the Goshin-ei—official portrait photos of the
Japanese emperor distributed across the country by authorities
since Meiji era. The arrival of a Goshin-er to a village could bring
road-paving budgets hitherto not granted; and a headmaster could
be fired for losing his school's Goshin-e: to an accidental fire.

I recall a not dissimilar atmosphere at the East Coast U.S. cam-
pus where I was working on my doctoral thesis, except in this
case, the watchwords were “diversity,” “inclusion” and the like.
Classses featuring multiethnic and multinational qualities were wel-
comed, whereas racist remarks were subjected to unreserved criti-
cism. As in the “emperor” of the Goshin-ei, the underlying ratio-
nale was seldom questioned, and the unquestioning acceptance
made it even more powerful.

As an overseas student I felt fortunate to find myself studying in
such an environment. This is, however, a parallel I came to think
about only after joining the Nichibunken, an academic institute de-
scribed as neither conservative nor liberal. It is my pleasure to be
conducting research here, and I look forward to meeting and build-
ing ties with all of you.
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Minerva Shobo, April 2017.
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What should the nature of research on manga and anime be like ?
How can such research avoid excessive attention to theories of ex-
pression, authorship, or text and emphasize instead their connec-
tions with the real world ? Whereas the number of students who
want to write on the theme of manga and anime has been increas-
ing in and outside of Japan, the current university education in Ja-
pan is not prepared to meet this growing demand. This collection
of papers aims to compile, from interdisciplinary perspectives, a
manual for writing on manga and anime to better equip students
and teachers interested in this subject.
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Manga/Anime de ronbun/repoto o kaku: Suki o gakumon ni suru hoho.
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Nihon teki jikukan no keiset.
Shibunkaku Shuppan, May 2017.

When and how did the classical or traditional Japanese view of
time and space take shape ? The various elements that contribute
to the recognition of time and space, such as geographical environ-
ment and climate of Japan—an archipelago with four distinct sea-
sons, the systems of the calendar and timekeeping and political in-
stitutions introduced from China, the influence of Buddhism, are all
analyzed by scholars specializing in the history of documentary
sources, archaeology, historical geography, and Japanese literature
from their respective perspectives. This book shows concretely and
empirically how the Japanese view of time and space evolved and
became firmly established in ancient and medieval times.
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OTSUKA Ejji, ed.,

hilization Media Mix

Shibunkaku Shuppan, September 2017.
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Media mix is now drawing attention as a strategy for marketing
Japanese manga and animation. This collection of essays attempts
to bring up to date the history of research on media and propagan-
da with special emphasis on reconsidering media mix as a “mobili-
zation” tool characteristic of Japan during World War IL
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Minerva Shobo, September 2017.
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The second Sino-Japanese war of 1937-1945 is not only the most
unfortunate event in the modern history of both countries but the
origin of the current Japan-China relations. In this book, scholars
from Japan, China, and Taiwan attempt to analyze “that war” from
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Daoin no media mikkusu: ‘Sosaku suru taishii’ no senjika/sengo.
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HUANG Tzuchin, LIU Jianhui, and TOBE Ryoichi, eds.,
‘Nitchu senso’ to wa nan datta no ka: Fukugan teki shiten.
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various perspectives, with the possibilities in view for reconciling
differences in understanding the war. They also aim to expound
the dynamics that led both to armed conflict as well as the realities
of the war itself, examining the subsequent effects of the war on
the development of the two nations.
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This is an outcome of the team research project “Tradition and
Creation of Yokai Culture, Moving Towards Expanding the Param-
eters of the Field.” The volume analyzes kaii and yokai culture
from such perspectives as oral tradition and fiction, images, classifi-
cation and methods, media, entertainment, and international per-
ceptions.

INOUE Shoichi, ed.,
Gakumon o shibaru mono.
Shibunkaku Shuppan, October 2017.

Restrictions by the pressures of the times on freedom of speech,
the prevalence of Marxism, consideration for the academia with
which one is affiliated, human-relations concerns such as for one’s
old teachers or senior colleagues. . . Even scholars of the humanities,
who are often thought to be solely devoted to the pursuit of truth,
find themselves socially constrained in various ways. This book is a
product of the Nichibunken team research project “A History of
Science Approach to the Study of the Humanities,” a project de-
signed to show in a scientific manner the history of the ways free-
dom of scholarship has been limited. Why not check if you have
also had yourself bound ?

8 NICHIBUNKEN NEWSLETTER No. 97

KM [PER - IR LOfERE & AlE—AFJE
DE 5 7% BRI T OWZERRIEHETDH
0. OBER - RBESUL R AR L BIE. Xg, L
T, AT 7 1R ERRBIBLE 2 & oA
ST e 1o T,

I EE—H (22 LiZsd o] ROCEImR. 20174£10H

BRI AR, V7 A EROFHT. 1%
T2 E IR FESAORRER. Bl - SE~OLGE
W ETED LW ARIRGR o BEFE A AV
O 7T H5EMAZBRELTWSL EEbNAEE R AL
FOWMREEZHL, MLTHLTICHEDSFE
FHRLDIHEEINT VDS, FALRFEHEZHLDE
HLSOERE, BHERNICHL L L) & a
I Sz ERS H AR b ge v~ ¥ — o g
[ NS ORMETINIZE | OBR.

Db LI ThIERAD?



	news_097 6
	news_097 7
	news_097 8

