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Research

The 30th Anniversary Symposium
Held and Beyond
INOUE Shoichi (Professor)

While young, I studied the history of Italian architecture often read-
ing books and articles on architecture in the Renaissance and Ba-
roque periods. I then found many researches on Italian architecture
conducted by non-Italians, especially those in the U.S. and Germa-
ny. I fully realized then that Italian researchers could not interpret
Italian architecture only to suit their own convenience.

Meanwhile, the circumstances surrounding studies on the history
of Japanese culture are very different. For instance, those who study
Japanese culture in the Azuchi-Momoyama period are mostly Japa-
nese, who have discussed the interpretation of Japanese culture
from perspectives convenient for them only. It is hard to expect over-
seas interpretations of Japanese culture to cast a shadow in Japanese
scholarship.

An analysis of architecture in the Renaissance period is open to
people around the world, whereas that of Japanese culture in the
Azuchi-Momoyama period is handled only in Japan. I have always
questioned whether this is a problem. Disseminating studies con-
ducted in Japan to overseas is not the only task of Nichibunken. Just
as important is to look at overseas scholarship and explore the gap
between domestic and overseas perceptions.

On May 20 and 21, 2018, Nichibunken held an international sym-
posium to commemorate the 30th anniversary of the founding of the
institute, inviting 16 people from 12 countries who we hope will con-
tribute to promoting future academic exchanges. Being entrusted to
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Executive Committee Chairman Inoue Shoichi explaining the purposes of the symposium
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a facilitator of the symposium, I conveyed such a vision to the partici-
pants in advance, asking them to bring us new findings. To my satis-
faction, the gathering came up to our expectations.

Talking about Japanese-Brazilian
Culture at I-House
HOSOKAWA Shiihei (Professor)

Nichibunken has held forums for the public at [-House (International
House of Japan) near Roppongi Hills for four years, aiming to help,
even a little, to resolve the situation where Nichibunken has had dif-
ficulty contacting educated people living in the Tokyo Metropolitan
area. This year, I had the opportunity to give a speech on July 27 and
talked about the history of Japanese immigration to Brazil, for which
a memorial festival was held in June to commemorate the 110th an-
niversary of the first wave of Japanese immigration to Brazil aboard
the Kasato Maru. During two waves of Japanese immigration to
Brazil from the middle of the Taishd period (1912-1926) to the eve of
‘World War II and from the postwar economic stabilization period to
the high economic growth period (ca. 1950s-60s), 240,000 to 250,000
Japanese people immigrated to Brazil. Their descendants, currently
estimated at one million, have established the world’s largest Japa-
nese community over there. The history after their immigration is
very complex because they lived in different circumstances, ranging
from pioneer villages, where Japanese immigrants lived as a group
under an intergovernmental agreement to distant areas where fami-
lies or young individuals lived quietly.

I have conducted a survey on the recreational activities of first—
generation immigrants to discuss the history of their singing, film
screening, and literary activities. In Japan, for instance, karaoke first
became popular in the 1970s as an evening entertainment among
adults and in the 1980s among young people and families with the
spread of karaoke boxes (private soundproof rooms) and video karaoke
machines. Likewise in Brazil, karaoke also became widespread. Most
noteworthy are karaoke competitions held by Japanese associations
in various areas. My survey revealed that the competitions had devel-
oped out of singing contests with a live band, mimicking those in Ja-
pan soon after World War II. Japanese film screening began in the
1920s and became very popular during the postwar immigration

Professor Hosokawa Shiihei delivering a lecture
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