a facilitator of the symposium, I conveyed such a vision to the partici-
pants in advance, asking them to bring us new findings. To my satis-
faction, the gathering came up to our expectations.

Talking about Japanese-Brazilian
Culture at I-House
HOSOKAWA Shiihei (Professor)

Nichibunken has held forums for the public at [-House (International
House of Japan) near Roppongi Hills for four years, aiming to help,
even a little, to resolve the situation where Nichibunken has had dif-
ficulty contacting educated people living in the Tokyo Metropolitan
area. This year, I had the opportunity to give a speech on July 27 and
talked about the history of Japanese immigration to Brazil, for which
a memorial festival was held in June to commemorate the 110th an-
niversary of the first wave of Japanese immigration to Brazil aboard
the Kasato Maru. During two waves of Japanese immigration to
Brazil from the middle of the Taishd period (1912-1926) to the eve of
‘World War II and from the postwar economic stabilization period to
the high economic growth period (ca. 1950s-60s), 240,000 to 250,000
Japanese people immigrated to Brazil. Their descendants, currently
estimated at one million, have established the world’s largest Japa-
nese community over there. The history after their immigration is
very complex because they lived in different circumstances, ranging
from pioneer villages, where Japanese immigrants lived as a group
under an intergovernmental agreement to distant areas where fami-
lies or young individuals lived quietly.

I have conducted a survey on the recreational activities of first—
generation immigrants to discuss the history of their singing, film
screening, and literary activities. In Japan, for instance, karaoke first
became popular in the 1970s as an evening entertainment among
adults and in the 1980s among young people and families with the
spread of karaoke boxes (private soundproof rooms) and video karaoke
machines. Likewise in Brazil, karaoke also became widespread. Most
noteworthy are karaoke competitions held by Japanese associations
in various areas. My survey revealed that the competitions had devel-
oped out of singing contests with a live band, mimicking those in Ja-
pan soon after World War II. Japanese film screening began in the
1920s and became very popular during the postwar immigration

Professor Hosokawa Shiihei delivering a lecture
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boom in the 1950s, also the golden age of Japanese films, after the
breakup of diplomatic relations between Japan and Brazil in the
1940s. During this golden age, four movie theaters specializing in
Japanese films were opened side by side in a Japan town in Sao Paulo.
The opportunities to enjoy Japanese culture (language) by singing,
listening, performing, viewing and gathering helped promote the uni-
ty of a minority race, and aroused nostalgia for the home country.
These activities had a special role and meaning for overseas immi-
grants. Since the first immigration by sea, literary fans had enjoyed
haiku and tanka, writing and sending novels to Japanese newspaper
and magazine publishers. They even established literary associations
or clubs. Although their novels were ordinary from a literary perspec-
tive, their activities were important for themselves and local readers
in that such activities played a role in building a sense of community.

I talked about these topics at I-House and at the end of my speech
sought comments from Professor Angelo Ishi of Musashi University.
According to him, since the end of the 20th century there have ap-
peared songs, films, and novels that depicted the experiences of sec-
ond-and third-generation Japanese-Brazilians. These generations
are conscious that they are Brazilian rather than Japanese, while us-
ing Japan, the home country of their ancestors, as a key in their ex-
pression. On my next visit to Brazil, I would like to contact more in-
tensely these generations of people.

Experience at the Asian Studies
Conference Japan

SAKA Chihiro (Ph.D. Student, SOKENDAI [The Grad-
uate University for Advanced Studies])

This past summer I attended the Asian Studies Conference Japan
held at the International Christian University in Mitaka June 30-July
1, 2018, and presented a paper entitled “The Symbolism of Cloth in
Worship Practices Associated with Datsueba: The Old Hag at the
Border between Life and Death.” Much to my surprise, I was award-
ed the Linda Grove Graduate Paper Prize.

Every year, approximately 300-400 scholars specializing in di-
verse Asia-related fields gather at this international conference held
in the Kanto region. This year, for instance, about fifty panels were
selected; 20-30 percent of the participants were graduate students,
some of whom also presented papers as part of panels. The prize I
was awarded was established to encourage such graduate students.

The conference gave me an opportunity to learn about various re-
searches related to Asia and I am grateful to have received a great
many constructive comments and other useful feedback so that I
could improve my dissertation, which I am in the process of complet-
ing. I am honored by the prize itself, to be sure, but I am just as excit-
ed that the prize has provided me with the opportunity to present a
paper at the upcoming Association for Asian Studies meeting to be
held in Denver next year. I am very grateful to Prof. Fister, who al-

ways guides, helps, and encourages me, and the study environment

Professor Angelo Ishi of Musashi University offering com-
ments (right)
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