boom in the 1950s, also the golden age of Japanese films, after the
breakup of diplomatic relations between Japan and Brazil in the
1940s. During this golden age, four movie theaters specializing in
Japanese films were opened side by side in a Japan town in Sao Paulo.
The opportunities to enjoy Japanese culture (language) by singing,
listening, performing, viewing and gathering helped promote the uni-
ty of a minority race, and aroused nostalgia for the home country.
These activities had a special role and meaning for overseas immi-
grants. Since the first immigration by sea, literary fans had enjoyed
haiku and tanka, writing and sending novels to Japanese newspaper
and magazine publishers. They even established literary associations
or clubs. Although their novels were ordinary from a literary perspec-
tive, their activities were important for themselves and local readers
in that such activities played a role in building a sense of community.

I talked about these topics at I-House and at the end of my speech
sought comments from Professor Angelo Ishi of Musashi University.
According to him, since the end of the 20th century there have ap-
peared songs, films, and novels that depicted the experiences of sec-
ond-and third-generation Japanese-Brazilians. These generations
are conscious that they are Brazilian rather than Japanese, while us-
ing Japan, the home country of their ancestors, as a key in their ex-
pression. On my next visit to Brazil, I would like to contact more in-
tensely these generations of people.

Experience at the Asian Studies
Conference Japan

SAKA Chihiro (Ph.D. Student, SOKENDAI [The Grad-
uate University for Advanced Studies])

This past summer I attended the Asian Studies Conference Japan
held at the International Christian University in Mitaka June 30-July
1, 2018, and presented a paper entitled “The Symbolism of Cloth in
Worship Practices Associated with Datsueba: The Old Hag at the
Border between Life and Death.” Much to my surprise, I was award-
ed the Linda Grove Graduate Paper Prize.

Every year, approximately 300-400 scholars specializing in di-
verse Asia-related fields gather at this international conference held
in the Kanto region. This year, for instance, about fifty panels were
selected; 20-30 percent of the participants were graduate students,
some of whom also presented papers as part of panels. The prize I
was awarded was established to encourage such graduate students.

The conference gave me an opportunity to learn about various re-
searches related to Asia and I am grateful to have received a great
many constructive comments and other useful feedback so that I
could improve my dissertation, which I am in the process of complet-
ing. I am honored by the prize itself, to be sure, but I am just as excit-
ed that the prize has provided me with the opportunity to present a
paper at the upcoming Association for Asian Studies meeting to be
held in Denver next year. I am very grateful to Prof. Fister, who al-

ways guides, helps, and encourages me, and the study environment

Professor Angelo Ishi of Musashi University offering com-
ments (right)
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provided by Nichibunken. Without such wonderful support, I would
not have had the good fortune of receiving this prize.

Message
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What I Have Learned from

Nichibunken

Hassan Kamal HARB (Associate Professor, Depart-
ment of Japanese Language and Literature, Faculty of
Arts, Cairo University/Former Visiting Research
Scholar at Nichibunken)

After obtaining my Ph.D. from Osaka University on the theme of
Modernization in Japan and Egypt, especially on the enlightening
thoughts of Fukuzawa Yukichi and an Egyptian thinker, I was pro-
viding courses on Japanese history of modern thought at Cairo Uni-
versity. Then the Arab Spring occurred, during which Egyptian peo-
ple argued the need to draft a new constitution and discussed
various issues, including the powers of the head of state of Egypt
and the revival of the Caliphate. This made me interested in jurists
who criticized the Caliphate revival movement in the 1920s. Fortu-
nately, I was provided the opportunity to stay in Japan for one year as
a visiting research scholar at Nichibunken, where I was engaged in a
comparative study between Minobe Tatsukichi (1873-1948) a Japa-
nese scholar of constitutional law, and Ali Abdul Raziq (1888-1966),
an Egyptian jurist, under the guidance of Prof. Takii Kazuhiro.
Based on my studies, I have written articles on the similarities be-
tween Japan and Egypt of the way democratic opinions were op-
pressed by the power of the state and on the differences in modern-
ization between the two countries. I was also able to gain many
insights by participating in various team research groups at Nichi-
bunken as well as in Nichibunken Forums, Evening Seminars, and
Thursday Seminars.

One of the major culture shocks for me at Nichibunken was how
much encouragement was given to promoting team research. I was
impressed that experts from various fields focused on and pursued
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