provided by Nichibunken. Without such wonderful support, I would
not have had the good fortune of receiving this prize.
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What I Have Learned from

Nichibunken

Hassan Kamal HARB (Associate Professor, Depart-
ment of Japanese Language and Literature, Faculty of
Arts, Cairo University/Former Visiting Research
Scholar at Nichibunken)

After obtaining my Ph.D. from Osaka University on the theme of
Modernization in Japan and Egypt, especially on the enlightening
thoughts of Fukuzawa Yukichi and an Egyptian thinker, I was pro-
viding courses on Japanese history of modern thought at Cairo Uni-
versity. Then the Arab Spring occurred, during which Egyptian peo-
ple argued the need to draft a new constitution and discussed
various issues, including the powers of the head of state of Egypt
and the revival of the Caliphate. This made me interested in jurists
who criticized the Caliphate revival movement in the 1920s. Fortu-
nately, I was provided the opportunity to stay in Japan for one year as
a visiting research scholar at Nichibunken, where I was engaged in a
comparative study between Minobe Tatsukichi (1873-1948) a Japa-
nese scholar of constitutional law, and Ali Abdul Raziq (1888-1966),
an Egyptian jurist, under the guidance of Prof. Takii Kazuhiro.
Based on my studies, I have written articles on the similarities be-
tween Japan and Egypt of the way democratic opinions were op-
pressed by the power of the state and on the differences in modern-
ization between the two countries. I was also able to gain many
insights by participating in various team research groups at Nichi-
bunken as well as in Nichibunken Forums, Evening Seminars, and
Thursday Seminars.

One of the major culture shocks for me at Nichibunken was how
much encouragement was given to promoting team research. I was
impressed that experts from various fields focused on and pursued
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the same theme. My current goal is to gather researchers from Ja-
pan and Egypt to the Center for Japanese Studies at Cairo Universi-
ty, an institute established in 2017, to launch a collaborative project. I
was also inspired by the fact that the Nichibunken Library had not
only a wealth of materials, but also many valuable books, including
ancient and rare books. In Egypt, the Library of Alexandria once ex-
isted, opening its doors to students and researchers from both home
and abroad. Although it was unfortunately destroyed by fire, the
very existence of the library attested to recognition of the impor-
tance of books at that time. Meanwhile, increased demand for books
in neighboring Arab countries has recently raised the prices of
books with historical value in Egypt, causing their outflow to foreign
countries. Seeing that focus is placed on the protection and storage
of books in Japan, like at the Nichibunken Library, I do hope that
similar efforts will be launched to protect such books in Egypt.
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Time and Open Data
SEKINO Tatsuki (Professor)

In July, I assumed a new position in the Office of Digital Resources,
Publications, and Public Information at Nichibunken. I had previous-
ly worked at the Research Institute for Humanity and Nature, an in-
stitute which belongs to the same organization named the National
Institutes for the Humanities as Nichibunken. Specializing in time
information science, I am engaged in research and development of
software and basic data for comparing and analyzing research data
from various fields on the same temporal axis, using timelines and
time series charts.

The concept of open data, which makes research data available
with no restrictions on use, has recently become widespread. I be-
lieve that this trend will contribute to my research results being ap-
plied more extensively, for my research outcome is expected to be
utilized in an interdisciplinary manner. Under the trend of open
data, how should Nichibunken, which has made available many data-
bases, use the diverse data in the future to take a new twist ? I would
like to make various attempts to expand data use.
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Team Research Reports
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Once a year, we introduce here in this section the books edited by our Team Research leaders. This feature will

resume in the next issue.
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