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VEE) U THEANOREERAN O 3 H DB 172 SRR R IR B D 5 L
DA, BHED NHEREANDBIDL DM E o7z, £ L TA > FREFEHIERD
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IER ARV A7 ¥ QREBUER TR, KV D355F LoD b i I AlRER D 7
DHTHote GEE 20200, V7V RME 7FH—F—OEBEREKICIBWT
EREIHINETD 5 5 B 2EARNNS 83 20, a2
P COERME M NHFRER Z L 2RI HRHITH S 5, Ghrd, vIF
VRGOS - GV ENIROFERE LTHRHIAS L, fdR
PEIZFNASL E FEEONR 82, 2 LT, FFEHL2RETEICE
\F B IHINIE R &V o R E 2RED IS BT o ML e BT E
BWDTH 5,

1940 B2 5 1970 FEAHITH % T ORI & KA L <z L 7,
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REZFDID, 2 ABA RV 7T Py 0 F Lo O7H TV
ZHWALTOVEREZIZEALR, BHE LT, PREVIEED W

70



FRWDED, T2V 47 - h 7+ RHVKEDEEIL, GELEEEY—
EADMAZELT 2L WS HEHZED TNV, *v P TT7 7 RLATESH
Br—exchiud, MATERL, AL EFTIUIRVWE, LAL, Ih
b EKIEE DI OIRA ZEE T, WIFEHE OTEHEN & DE NI 72 KR
X o TEAINTD XVDES S, UMD WETIE. HFEE Ok
&L, HATRIBEESHETRLEVW LKL SN2 H— L 225, MoETIE
AT ERVMIRFICR o TWAHE b H 275 5, HADOBE L FFHRIIC
FoTMHADIF VT 4 —DEDLIZZHBRVEWVIHENZ ZITH S,
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SR THRTFy TRIBEIN 22 L TAIUL. WHW 3 MWiEHA HIZD
< 34)o

H2BlL2 R 20, IR, AR 2D, IR, R0, IEAM,
EIEZD, JEA, M0, C2imth A0, #amt ; g
2D, gt 2D, Bi2mth, NZARMmt, MHA T,
ARG HAR A REE, BME  FAEEAREE, BHAFEM, LG
SR RIS Z R, BRI, RZIRE, HRERZ. LR
PR AL R EAR B

Fif) oM T, Ao Loy (W) oz zimt <. Mk
RIS - FE (2D 2w, AR - U () Z2uvn, FERIGGED &
W (i) ODFZERL TWAER, 2L TEIED LIIERLUELZDHIL,
FRET2RENZ T/ THH WS, Ty CXR BIFRZDIEER
BRENTH D, HEILMHERIZEANCHIZ 5N TWE, TOXSRENEZE
AT HEZHIOT LS 6325 ANHZ TRIK) EWvwH, Biasil TRILK)
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DEEIZONT, RO TIIEEIC AR (R% - R 28EL
7D Ly FAERKRBIEEEO L5 R EREZEEL L 5T, 2oHE!t
ZHS L5 THD, TOXIBRNHOEEERMEIXTHE, LHDOEA
EHICH TRER) 2 BT %) Fe LTRATAIUR, EEHR TR
D THZIFDHWNE D OO T AGEE LTIRODIE VIR T2
12D B A Fbb M ZRIB L IS LW & AR,

BUICRAT— THICES) = conscientia DEEMICOWVT
RO EBERENZFECOWTEZR S & T/ t WO MRz MED
THRARTVE VI /NRDFERCKNT, E@EEE RSN & 515 2 15T
TERATARV, “REZHERLRZTAE R VW Ebh s, —DI2iEd
conscientia (3R BER R D, FREHITHIUX, (N> TRIETE 2
o Z LT, FENARER S, BRI LT—HETD > TUET 248N DH 3
o HBWVIE. FEDYD X S1T. EEDREBIZET %0 < DD ERR
B HENZHMRE LTTHFRCET 200, ZHudsdbitBicBwToitE
BEE O (universalism, HEERICBEVWTOMEDY) & L TEMERET
HBBS5, “HER AHLEBWTEEOHREMRRLTH, »b5
EEDNEETL2HD0EETOL. B2 WVIFMRIEE LORBUTEE 20y
WOTERDMNETH L e Bbhd, DD, “ﬁ%ﬁﬁ‘ﬂ (nominalism) ¥ 5 [
ETH2, dL. NROSEIMEALTH > T, ZOFEREN X THIUIZ
Z. SAIC X o TFHlilEZHIc . Rz o< 228, DV TIER
TEHIeHENTHLVWEEDNS, LichioT, BUINOEERIERT 2
X 912, conscientia 13 @ R MEZR DA X BT, conscientia I3 EIER D
P TR DI — IV TIaDh, b LEIRENTRWIHER 2 E iR & 1208 54U,
RfgoR N () SHEE (R Bl AT 2 EEI P, W
UL THRFEDOBEEIX V- ZSHLVIEE A 5, ) TAME) TIER)
ME5E) T&) TAM) TP ME8L 7o X512, EEOREE TRy (=
oLz T8 874272 a k747725108 E R0
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b LIRVA S L ZDFGED TR BMEROFERETATLE K5,
CDEIBRTNEEHbALBRTZ2HEDNDH A S, conscientia DWERTE G
WZHTo T, BHERBEIPMEDOZITHEM S MBI S . ka2 A
ftl. &7 ParE BRI D X 5 RELEARZ B Tn L X5 RBERE
< /NSRS HBR S 2 EHE & U C. (R ZHER T A 1EET. iR
ZIRE PR VERGERRIFEICZZ 2 EFH S RAIRIZ LS,
RO=8IZo%, REDHHCEGIEIC DD 2 ERIBZBARNTD 2,
BAOEBEEDS RO EBIEANLERZXED, HEWVIE, 20T — b
OREICIRE SN2 RED Z Y. I O RE R E O L v e i
bhsFEE, X<xweBbhsHEH, Hor0id, BIEE BRI %2K
BDENRED, HEIVFELWZ EBABICBRBRETTLH6RVENS K5
72, R TV T, BRICENAT NEFEEE] 2V ) 5D IR,

TATWY

KENAER T, iz b2 Z e DHF SN2 DD, A DEZFEEZDSD, &
SEHICBWTHROHA KRR TWwWE e Ebh s,

I HAREEES 195 1946 (21D £ THAEEE v h—¥ —HR) 518
GO, N4 YEFEEAREIC IR ERXHEE OHN TIRRERIICRDI
DAFEIRL WS FHEHEREX TS, “(1) Die Abgeordneten des Deutschen
Bundestages werden in allgemeiner, unmittelbarer, freier, gleicher und geheimer
Wahl gewihlt. Sie sind Vertreter des ganzen Volkes, an Auftrige und Weisungen nicht
gebunden und nur ihrem Gewissen unterworfen.” GG (= Grundgesetz), Art. 38.

2 RBETHI Z B e oD, HHZEZ LR 5L
NEBE Nz AAREFFHEA TN T 2 ZBROMAE D | O St S HHFTIC TIT DN,

3 ZhdFE, HREEHRF Y > v FED syneidesis 125 5,

4 conceptus l&. MEETIZAHEMMBEEE A XK — - v 7 V)L M2 K 5 T Begriff
LIRE N7z,

5 Hannah Arendt. The Human Condition. Chicago, IL: The University of Chicago Press
1998, pp. 159-60. See Trevor Tchir. Hannah Arendt’s Theory of Political Action:
Daimonic Disclosure of the ‘Who.” Cham, CH: Palgrave MacMillan, 2017. Jennifer
Gaffney. “The Daimon as Metaphor: Naming the Ground of the “Who’ in Arendt’s Theory
of Political Action,” Existenz 14/2 (2019), pp. 80-82.
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Iy 25720 154 ¥Ry T2 ) b g 2HDE S5 75 b2 OFERP.
TNENARE Y 75T ADEAF=F IOV TY DIEFICHS <, HHE
Iy 2772084 E=F VIOV T—MWREICBr LT EE— (RIEFESERE.
2019 %) 2,

Prr=Yrvr Y- (1712-718) ® LLADH | = [HOF] 28, Jean
Jacques Rousseau. Emile 1V, 1762: “La conscience est la voix de I’ame, les passions sont
la voix du corps.”

Boris Hennig. “Schuld und Gewissen bei Abelard,” Dialektik 2003/1, pp. 129-43.
Aun(fra—<DEHEANDTH 8, 18-25); 7V 7R F 4 XA ( MDE] 20) ;
57 > 7 a7 R (Ambrosiaster) TfFLIZ-OWTY (De paenitate) 4; BT —JL « 7
NF—)L U@#E) 37,2;45,5;63,9

Martin Luther. Von weltlicher Obrigkeit, wie weit man ihr Gehorsam schuldig ist,
Hauptstiick, p. 264. “Zum Glauben kann und soll man niemand zwingen...Gedanken sind
zollfrei. Was solls denn nun, daf3 sie die Menschen im Herzen zu glauben zwingen wollen,
obwohl sie sehen, dal es unmdglich ist? Sie treiben damit die schwachen Gewissen mit
Gewalt dazu, zu liigen, zu verleugnen und anders zu reden, als sie es im Herzen meinen
und beladen sich selbst so mit greulichen fremden Siinden. Denn alle die Liigen und
falschen Bekenntnisse, die solch schwache Gewissen tun, fallen zuriick auf den, der sie
erzwingt.” (BT 2 2. ANOFZIIEWBIOHG | L FE THH) THbh., #HEBNH
filic k2 FHIZEHETH D, BAIZMZ 2 2 21Tk o TEADI & LWnER I
LCTREMOBEREENCDORHAD., ZOALE2E-Th, Zhnfshizikb, H
LNT2W,)

et 21 b= A - &7 (Sir Thomas More, 1478-1535) 23 £ L CAEIZ3E®
B—1. MNOFBEIHNERTDH S 22 FRLIARIHR Y,

Melissantes (= Johann Gottfried Gregorii) F{EDEFE D (Fiirstenspiegel) D X 512,
Curieuser Affecten-Spiegel. Frankfurt am Main, Leipzig, 1715, pp. 57, 251 (“damit man
das Gewissen nicht verletze”).

Amesius. De conscientia et eius jure vel casibus, 1630. Friedrich Balduinus. De
casibus conscientiae, Wittenberg, 1628. J. Stolterfoth. Bericht vom Gewissen. Liibeck,
1654. Friedrich Schleiermacher. Der christliche Glaube. Nach den Grundsdtzen der
evangelischen Kirche im Zusammenhange dargestellt, Berlin: G. Reimer, 1821/22: 83, 1.
Etal.

Karl Holl. Geschichtliche Aufsditze zur Kirchengeschichte I. Luther (3. Der Neubau der
Sittlichkeit. 8. Die Kulturbedeutung der Reformation), Tiibingen: J. C. B. Mohr (Paul
Siebeck), 1921.
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18

19

20

Martin Rade (1857-1940): “ein Sondergut evangelischer Christen,” “Mitwisserschaft
mit Gott.” “Das Gewissen des evangelischen Theologen. Vortrag, auf der Theologischen
Konferenz in Treysa am 16. Juli 1912 gehalten,” Zeitschrift fiir Theologie und Kirche
22-5 (1912), pp. 273-92. Gerhard Krause et Gerhard Miiller (eds.). Gesellschaft /
Gesellschaft und Christentum VI—Gottesbeweise (Theologische Realenzyklopédie, Bd.
13). Berlin / New York: de Gruyter, 1984, p. 228.

Ruth Benedict. The Chrysanthemum and the Sword. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co.,
1946, pp. 222-24. Boris Hennig. “Schuld und Gewissen bei Abelard.”

EARIC Lo FIe, NEHOEHBENM X > TRET ZAREND D 212 b5
B

Immanuel Kant. Kritik der praktischen Vernunft. Grundlegung zur Metaphysik der
Sitten (Werk-ausgabe, Bd. 7). Frankfurt a. M.: Suhrkamp, 1977, p. 51. Wb 2 #pf#
WAGES HER L ST 5, ERRIEIFICHREMNED 5N METH
%5, T 23 TERehs 8 128 (KD 2 oBoe (O, 2R ZH,
https://ctext.org/analects/yan-yuan (Ff%7 7€ 2 12021 4E 10 A 15 H).
ST, FH:THMIRKRE, MRAKKRE, O, 7R A, TERIER,
ERME ), S H TR, FHEAFER ), Zhong Gong asked about perfect
virtue. The Master said, “It is, when you go abroad, to behave to every one as if you were
receiving a great guest; to employ the people as if you were assisting at a great sacrifice;
not to do to others as you would not wish done to yourself; to have no murmuring against
you in the country, and none in the family.” Zhong Gong said, “Though I am deficient in
intelligence and vigor, I will make it my business to practice this lesson.”

Die Metaphysik der Sitten (hg. v. Wilhelm Weischedel, Werkausgabe Bd. 8). Frankfurt
a.M.: Suhrkamp, 1977, p. 572 (“Das BewuBtsein eines inneren Gerichtshofes im
Menschen (»vor welchem sich seine Gedanken einander verklagen oder entschuldigen«)
ist das Gewissen.” Die Metaphysik der Sitten. Des zweiten Hauptstiicks erster Abschnitt.
Von der Pflicht des Menschen gegen sich selbst, als dem angebornen Richter iiber sich
selbst § 13.

Y a ¥+ 3L+ (John Milton, 1608-74) # Areopagitica (IS« HARD H I
FE T7LART T 4 A1) IR, FIRDL ISR Z S o THARIRER
REie LT, BREREEULHE, THEICHL CTEIEORIIEND 3 Z &% Fik
Blair Hoxby. “Areopagitica and Liberty,” in Nicholas McDowell and Nigel Smith (eds.).
The Oxford Handbook of Milton. Oxford University Press, 2009. Jiirgen Hiillen. “Die

Entstehung des individualistischen (personenhaften) Naturrechtsdenkens: John Milton
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116

und John Locke als Wegbereiter,” in Ruprecht Kurzrock. Menschenrechte. 1. Historische
Aspekte (Forschung und Information. Schriftenreihe der Rias-Funkuniversitét). Berlin:
Colloquium Verlag, 1981, pp. 71-79. ¥ 2 > » @@ v 2 (John Locke, 1632-1704) D
Two Treatises of Government (FHiIA —Gf1) dBIR,

“Give me the liberty to know, to utter, and to argue freely according to conscience, above
all liberties.”Areopagitica. A Speech of Mr. John Milton for the Liberty of Unlicenc’d
Printing, To the Parlament of England. London, 1644, p. 34.

“The virtuous mind that ever walks attended by a strong siding champion, conscience.”
Comus, A Maske Presented at Ludlow Castle. London: Hvmphrey Robinson, 1637.
MAZE S (1776 ) (Bills of Rights % L < 1Z Declaration of Rights) D, HA
WIMERNZ, 1787 SE A1 D EFREILE DB INE (1789-91 4D Amendments) 12 & -
TEEREOEL L THRSI N,

Marquis de La Fayette ¥ Jeffersons (2 & > CTIb7 X UV A DESHEbH - T, 1789 4
@ TN e TTEOMHEF DE S 1 (Déclaration des Droits de "'Homme et du Citoyen) 12,
X5 1791 EB X T 1793 FF O LEMEERICRE,

THIEE AR 2T 2 3RANDOMAIEMDIFICES Z e &H D ), Henry
Wheaton. Elements of International Law. 1836.

S.ARANZD TAYERS (1859) DHNER, Samuel Smiles, Self Help.
—TROWAMAR, RN ZZ oM (KIE) TPPEYEE) T (BAREISCERR
33) FEWHIE. 1960 F, 219-222 H,

J.J. Christoph Grimmelshausen. Der abenteuerliche Simplicissimus. Vollstindige
Ausgabe. Nach den ersten Drucken des »Simplicissimus Teutsch« und der »Continuatio«
von 1669 herausgegeben und mit einem Nachwort versehen von Alfred Kelletat. Mit 22
Bildtafeln nach den Kupfern der Gesamtausgabe von 1683/84. Miinchen: Winkler Verlag,
1959 (Ist gar ein fein kurz Kapitel und gehet nur Simplicium an). 22 5 TSGR P38
AT BECUE, 1953-54 4, [F UET Gewissen ICH AN T WS, REMHEHE
L. https://www.projekt-gutenberg.org/grimmels/simpl/simpl523.html (A&7 7 R :
2021 410 A 15 H) B,

rEgpmetiy 5 10 &, AIREM, 1973 £, 669-736, 675 H,

FYET 0 T W3 12, https://ctext.org/zhuangzi/adjustment-of-controversies ( #% #&
7 7 A 12021 410 H 15 H)o HER1E James Legge 1 & %, “The Writings of
Chuang Tzu,” in Max Miiller (ed.), The Texts of Taoism (The Sacred Books of China, vol.
XXXIX and XL). Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1885, “The Adjustment of Controversies.”
https://ctext.org/mengzi/gaozi-i?searchu (FA& 7 7 212021 4£ 10 A 15 H) =& FH:
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Az ARERZR, DHSRKREE, #rkis, aRsF?

Mencius said, ‘The trees of the Niu mountain were once beautiful. Being situated,
however, in the borders of a large State, they were hewn down with axes and bills - and
could they retain their beauty? Still through the activity of the vegetative life day and
night, and the nourishing influence of the rain and dew, they were not without buds and
sprouts springing forth, but then came the cattle and goats and browsed upon them. To
these things is owing the bare and stripped appearance of the mountain, and when people
now see it, they think it was never finely wooded. But is this the nature of the mountain?
And so also of what properly belongs to man; shall it be said that the mind of any man
was without benevolence and righteousness? The way in which a man loses his proper
goodness of mind is like the way in which the trees are denuded by axes and bills. Hewn
down day after day, can it - the mind - retain its beauty? But there is a development of
its life day and night, and in the calm air of the morning, just between night and day, the
mind feels in a degree those desires and aversions which are proper to humanity, but the
feeling is not strong, and it is fettered and destroyed by what takes place during the day.
This fettering taking place again and again, the restorative influence of the night is not
sufficient to preserve the proper goodness of the mind; and when this proves insufficient
for that purpose, the nature becomes not much different from that of the irrational
animals, and when people now see it, they think that it never had those powers which I
assert. But does this condition represent the feelings proper to humanity? Therefore, if it
receive its proper nourishment, there is nothing which will not grow. If it lose its proper
nourishment, there is nothing which will not decay away. Confucius said, “Hold it fast,
and it remains with you. Let it go, and you lose it. Its outgoing and incoming cannot be
defined as to time or place.” It is the mind of which this is said!’

Eit = On Conscience

Gerhard Leinss. Japanische Anthropologie. Die Natur des Menschen in der
konfuzianischen Neoklassik am Anfang des 18. Jahrhunderts. Jinsai und Sorai.
Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz Verlag, 1995. & D i} pp. 193, 240, P& TFEEL T
RIS THFOED. KAEHEMKE THHL 12T MRD) 2 TROD) &3 5 @R
PHHEIL 22 8 221200 Tl %, Tso Kern. “The “Wirkungsgeschichte’ of Wang
Yangming’s ‘Teaching in Four Propositions” up to Liu Zongzhou and Huang Zongxi,”
in Concepts of Philosophy in Asia and the Islamic world. Vol. 1: China and Japan
(Intercultural Philosophy / Etudes de philosophie interculturell, vol. 25). Amsterdam et
al.: Brill, 2018, pp. 273-323.
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INFRHEEA] L 6, https://ctext.org/si-shu-zhang-ju-ji-zhu/gong-sun-chou-zhang-ju-shang
(R 72 2 12021 4E 10 A 15 H),

T 8 %% AR 1% A. Charles Muller IZ & %, http://www.acmuller.net/con-dao/mencius.
html#div-4 (Bf&7 7€ 2 12021 £ 10 A 15 H).

“From this point of view, we can say that if you did lack concern for the infant, you
would not be human. Also, to lack a sense of shame and disgust would not be human; to
lack a feeling of humility and deference is to be ‘in-human’ and to lack a sense of right
and wrong is to be inhuman.”

“The sense of concern for others is the starting point of humaneness. The feeling of
shame and disgust is the starting point of fairness. The sense of humility and deference

is the starting point of propriety and the sense of right and wrong is the starting point of

wisdom.”

“People’s having these four basic senses is like their having four limbs. Having these
four basic senses and yet claiming inability to act on them is to cheat yourself. To say that
the ruler doesn’t have them is to cheat the ruler. Since all people have these four basic
senses within themselves, they should all understand how to enhance and develop them.
It is like when a fire just starts, or a spring first bubbles out of the ground. If you are able
to develop these four basic senses, you will be able to take care of everybody within the
four seas. If you do not develop them, you won’t even be able to take care of your own

parents.”
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RTIEAYH. 2=y ST THITORMMEL 22 &5 fBI kI hi,

Web 2D BEILRTH XV EWVH XYy NI EERESHECEE
SURIULREDHMBESMEESIC L. R — VLRORSY Ik
T RRIMEXE TV 3, Eh BERCTREEDSD D BBORER AL L B,
ZRICBMLUR T WIRIEDNEZ 52005 %, 72 ZIXH W TOHFEFIL
2 (TBikA X =Y OBG EBH] & w1y —RKID) T, BREE
DHLMPEDDIT, TNETEH Y I A4 YEFHLIEMFREZERD AN
TE, PMiFFHIEFOFFEEERD. X DB OEMIRANFICS
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HIEED D 2 HREDFHMOMNEHIE L TEREZBRZ 2, X DY
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ERERDPDZOINEEAI0I D, LirL, BNDPLDT 72 REE
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FUT4 2D Web RiflZan FMTRHEICE R L, TR+ —
Tr7 7R LD —EEDRY, MARROI EIEREXPEENTY
%, After/With 2B FDORRIC, ZHH DR ZEREE L THs5t2iED 2 Z &
. HIFPHEL R o TV, 2020 FfD S LT, BRATRIEE
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S, WONRTFTT 4 =L KT =7 ZFIIATE 220 BN > TWRW,

AL NFE AR TR, IFRORBE 2T RIARER O 7 4 — L PV — 7 0%
BPTZ720 L ICEBE R E . 2020 4 9 A2 HARZ M ik s 7%
ZESEANBESRRICE 2 RO L TanFRRUICBIT 27 4 — L
R -2 BEEDoT) ZRML. EEHHHELLY, an@\T HH
TERV] RN ZZEEMCELTEBL e HPEETH D, ELRFEPKRYE
BiTD7 4 =V RU—=2HETIE. OB DO Z e hbnE RO TS5
B EAT S AN RHRP A EN RS,

B SHOY YR T LIRS &, oS U R b OFEYIRIE 2020 4 8 A
WHAD S 7 7 Y RALRE LB, 77 ¥ AOBGRID HA & AN TIEH
WHEATHO BB, 77 Y AD NP EBHAIZE OEEEE N TIX VA
WZ BBV WS, BYEIC X 2 BIEDORLZAD Z D K 5 A HDEWN
i, After IR F%2EZS52TOY 252 TN5,

i = AR7 7 - FFRIE [SULRIER) oi5h o, BRAZ L 200 5
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Pandemic and Kabuki Dramaturgy

Alan Cummings

We have already heard from many of the other panellists about the challenges that
we have been facing in our academic work over the past nine months since the
pandemic began. Whether we are located in Japan or Europe, these challenges
have been both multifaceted but also remarkably similar in the demands that they
placed on us as teachers and researchers working in the field of Japanese Studies.
Most of us have at this conference been wrestling with the complex pedagogical
and technological difficulties of trying to create online courses that will continue to
engage our students, and the tasks of having to retool our tried and tested classroom
techniques to fit online spaces that are on the one hand can be freeing and safer
feeling for students, but at the same time impede the creation of any true sense of
community. I am sure, like many of the attendees at the conference, I have struggled
most with my new undergraduate and postgraduate students. How do you come
to know a new student in your class whose face you have never seen? How can
you create a sense of community amongst students who have never met each other
and whose sole involvement with each other is in a virtual classroom? These are
questions that we all continue to wrestle with and this conference has certainly
helped in realising that others are facing similar problems. But as my days have been
consumed with an ongoing series of thorny pedagogical problems that sometimes
seem next to insoluble, no matter what positive spin our institutions try to put on
them, research has proved a welcome escape and distraction, even with the serious
restrictions that Covid has imposed including restrictions on physical access to

university libraries and other archives.
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Like many of us, the experience of Covid-19 has prompted me to adapt,
by considering both new research questions relating to my normal area of research,
the kabuki theatre, and figuring out how to work with reduced access to research
resources. In particular, I became interested in the experience and representation
of pandemic on kabuki theatre. Some of my research has focussed on the great
nineteenth century playwright Kawatake Mokuami (1816-93), who was active
in the major Edo (and later Tokyo) theatres from the 1850s until the early 1890s,
but initially I struggled to think of much concrete representation of pandemics
themselves in his plays. Doctors, disease, medicine (and its converse, poison), and
illness are common enough tropes in the dramaturgy of Tokugawa period kabuki,
but these plots almost always focus upon a single sick individual who will either
die or, more often, be cured through the deployment of some magical object or
substance that the play’s other characters will go through many pains and travails
to obtain. The focus therefore is placed upon the experience of the individual, their
immediate family, and the wider ie.

The experience of a pandemic on society as a whole was one that seems far
less present in theatrical narratives—which in itself is surprising as Edo saw several
periods of pandemic during the years when Mokuami was active. For example,
there was a cholera epidemic that began in the seventh month of 1858 (Ansei 5), said
to have been brought by the Mississippi, part of Commodore Perry’s squadron. The
pandemic reached its peak in August. Figures for deaths in premodern pandemics
are always uncertain, but we estimate that somewhere between 100,000 and 200,000
died in Edo, including the artist Utagawa Hiroshige.!) The mortality rate was between
2% and 4%, which is broadly similar to that in European cities during nineteenth
century cholera epidemics. Rumours swept the city that those who were struck by
the illness would suddenly keel over dead, and some wags even started referring
to illness as korori 21 Y. Theatres and the pleasure quarters remained open, but

visitors were said to be very few, and the only businesses that were making profits
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in the city were doctors and drug stores. At the height of the pandemic in Edo, up
to 10,000 were dying per month and coffin-makers and crematoriums were unable
to keep pace with the death rate in the city.2) Sake barrels were being repurposed as
coffins, and in Sudacho, Kanda 50 to 60 funeral processions were passing per day,
and in Nihonbashi as many as 100.3 One popular song of the time summons up a
deeply familiar sentiment of waiting, mired in gloom and uncertainty, for the light

of a new day:
N ., 23 . <% F A
PAELFOMICMA TATT ORICRD 55T HDOHE

Waiting for a break in
These thick, layered clouds
A shining, distant

Evening where no shadows

Will spoil the moonlight4)

We can see too that magical thinking was just as common in bakumatsu
Japan as it is with some of us today, since the first character of each line in the
Japanese poem also spells out a linguistic prayer against disease: X% (h&lF
(disease expelling).

However, while I mentioned earlier that there is little evidence of the
pandemic in Mokuami’s work from the period, a thought began to niggle with me
and I decided to read back over a famous play of his that was performed at the
Ichimura-za just six months after the start of cholera outbreak, in the second month
of 1859. The play is titled Kosode Soga azami no ironui (/MM FRE]EKE, The
Short-sleeved Soga Robe—Sewing a Thistle-patterned Corpseshroud) and it follows
the adventures of a triumveate of thieves called Seikichi, Izayoi, and Hakuren. The

play’s most striking scene captures a moment of life choice, when the fallen priest
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Seikichi is presented with an opportunity to radically alter his destiny by choosing
either compassion or criminality. He chooses the latter, but the audience is pulled
into his dilemma since Seikichi is shown as being a good but weak man whose
sudden shift into criminality is shown as arising out of a moment of extreme personal
crisis. It’s a fascinating scene to consider in light of the pandemic that Mokuami, the
actors and the kabuki audience of 1859 had managed to live through, particularly
in its exploration of the powerful drive towards individuality and the limitations of
self-fashioning in bakumatsu Japan.

The play opens with Seikichi, a Buddhist priest, being dragged onto the
stage in chains, about to be exiled from Kamakura. He has been criminalized by
breaking his vows of chastity (nyobon ZJl) by consorting with a prostitute called

Izayoi. Seishin presents himself in a mode of deep contrition:

Seishin: It is said that when an only child takes the tonsure, nine generations
of his family will be born in Heaven. In order to pray for the spirits of my
mother and father, I shaved my head and accepted the teachings of my master
Kyodzen. For the past twenty-five years | have recited the sutras both day and
night. Yet I was still unable to free myself from the cycle of transmigration,
and I strayed into the ways of carnal pleasure and I must accept my
punishment. From now on I will revert to my original intentions, with my
heart fixed upon the truth for the first time. For the benevolence you have
shown me in commuting my heavy sentence to one of banishment, I thank
you'-- I will seek out any old dilapidated temple deep in the mountains where

I can apply myself to austerities and recover my original priestly vocation. ®

However, as Seishin sets out for Kyoto, he meets Izayoi on a moonlight
riverbank, to the accompaniment of romantic kiyomoto music. She has run away

from the pleasure quarters to try to see him one last time. Seishin talks of shame of
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having broken his vows, and encourages her to return to the pleasure quarters and
find a good client to look after her. Izayoi, however, reveals that she is pregnant
with Seishin’s child and she is determined to kill herself. Seishin is trapped in an
exquisite ethical dilemma—if he lets her kill herself, then he will be responsible for
the death of their child. If he takes her with him, then he will be guilty of abducting
her from the pleasure quarters. He decides all they can possibly do is to die together
by throwing themselves into the river. The kiyomoto music swells into heights of

Liebestod emotion:

“Turning to the west / their hands joined in prayer / freezing in the late spring
chill / into the river / with a splash they leap / like waterfowl / leaving behind

floating notoriety alone.”®

So far, so romantic. However, the play then takes a turn. Both lovers
are swept downstream. Izayoi is pulled into a fishing boat and saved. Seishin also
manages to make it to the bank, having failed in his attempt at drowning himself—
the son of a fisherman, he learned to swim before he could walk. Convinced that
Izayoi is already dead, he begins to gather rocks to weigh himself down so he can
complete his half of the suicide pact, but as he does so, he is distracted by the
sounds of music and merriment from a passing pleasure boat. Just then a young
page, carrying a large sum of money appears. He suddenly collapses in pain on the
riverbank nearby and Seishin hurries over to his aid. Seishin helps to revive him but
then suddenly tries to steal the packet of money he felt inside the page’s kimono.
They struggle, and in the melee the cord from the money pouch gets wrapped around
the page’s neck, and he dies.

Seishin is initially horrified by what has just occurred, and his immediate
impulse is to kill himself. But just as he is about to stab Motome’s sword into his

belly to expiate his crime, the moon emerges from behind the clouds and a thought
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strikes Seishin. Traditionally used as a symbol of Buddhist enlightenment, here
the image of the moon presages something entirely different, as Seishin’s famous

speech of transformation reveals:

Seishin: But, wait-:- It’s only this moon and me who know that Izayoi has
drowned and that I stole the lad’s money and killed him. A man lives for a mere
fifty years. If all goes well and I live for another ten or twenty years, even if 'm
wearing rags, with just a bit of money I can have some fun. If we’re all going to
end up dying, isn’t it better to live and have some fun like that lot on the boat?
And besides, whether I kill one or a thousand, I’ve only one head for them to
chop off. I’ve already committed one wicked deed, so I might as well become
a thief and housebreaker and live in luxury on the belongings of others. All this

talk of killing myself—what on earth was I thinking of!?)

Seishin’s actions and his transformation in this scene are shown to be
founded on a unique conjunction of factors that have come together to leave him
psychologically bereft. He has committed a crime and been banished from the
temple and the city in which he has lived since the death of his parents in childhood.
He has learned that his lover [zayoi is pregnant and imagines that she and her unborn
child have drowned. He himself has failed in both his intention to recommit himself
to his faith and his intention to die together with Izayoi. Finally, for reasons that he
himself seems unable to comprehend, he has committed a murder of an innocent
passer-by.

Together these factors represent a unique conjunction of psychological and
spiritual crises that impel Seishin towards a decision that he knows will place him
outside of civilized society and make him subject to severe legal reprisals. Setting
aside his moral culpability, his legal crimes in addition to the original nyobon now

include an attempted love suicide, robbery and murder. Any of those alone would
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earn him a sentence of death from the Tokugawa magistrates. The question posed
by the scene is how the audience would react in a similar circumstance. In one sense
then, Mokuami shows a character being confronted with a succession of events
which, one by one, have severed the ties that bind him to law-abiding society—the
loss of his parents, his teacher, his temple, his girlfriend, and finally his unborn
child. We are left then with the sense of a human being faced with a moment of
extreme psychological crisis, and at the end of it coming to a decision that is striking
in its sense of individuality.

Why should Seishin reject the option of death at this moment? One
explanatory factor that is constantly present in the staged production, though far
less obvious on the printed page, is the music from the pleasure boat just upstream
from Seishin. He refers to several times over the course of this scene, first as an
impediment to him focussing on the next world when he is still planning to drown
himself. Later, he brings up the image of the boat and the wealthy guests on board
as a constrastive image as he ruminates on the role of fate in human lives. Finally,
the image of the boat is used again as a justification for his decision to reinvent
himself as Oniazami Seikichi and follow a path of criminality as his transformation
moves towards completion. The boat itself is clearly an image of what seem to
Seishin as first arbitrary and later unfair differences in wealth. The music of the
kivomoto musical ensemble who are on stage for the duration of this scene is thus
given a naturalistic premise—the music is coming to the ears of the characters and
the audience from the pleasure boat. The presence of the kiyomoto music throughout
this scene provides a layer of seductive sensuality and fantasy over what would
otherwise be an unrelentingly grim scene.

This music has two specific functions in terms of the drama. Firstly, it
functions as an aural symbol of the pleasures of the world for Seishin, pleasures
that he describes evocatively as “living in a riot of pleasure like that, surrounded

by geisha and male entertainers—that is one life.” But, poignantly these are also
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pleasures that Seishin has been denied up until this point, and then punished for
indulging in when he fell in love with Izayoi. The second function of the music
lies in its power of seduction. Of all the styles of Edo joruri, kivomoto is the most
feminine in its use of a high, nasal voice—Alison Tokita describes the effect as
“lustrous, sensuous and refined with a great breadth of emotional expression.”® The
effect of this music throughout the scene, I would argue, is aimed at seducing the
audience as much as it is used to seduce Seishin. The entire scene is scripted to create
to create a sense of complicity between the character on stage and the audience, and
the seductive effect of the music as it tugs Seishin towards life, equally tugs the
audience into an uneasy though simultaneously pleasurable sense of identification
with the figure of the criminal. Shorn of family, partner, child, home and way of life,
how many of us could resist the seductive pull of a life of leisure and pleasure?
The question of how criminals came into existence was one Mokuami had
considered several times before this and that he would consider throughout the rest
of his career, but in those earlier plays, the reasons for a character’s propensity for
criminality were always explained in a much simpler fashion that reflected official
attitudes towards criminals too: some people were simply born evil and that was why
they committed crimes. When it comes to the on-stage characters’ self-reflection
on the reasons for their criminality, many of Mokuami’s criminal heroes provide a

simplistic and conventionalized rationale, as Hattori Yukio has argued,

The central characters of the shiranamimono plays have little to say about what
drove them into the paths of wickedness. Or rather, they do talk about it but
they present conventionalized confessions of their past, such as “ever since |
was a boy (or girl), I had sticky fingers:** (tekuse ga waruku)” They leave the
impression that their motive is of no real importance.?

A good example is the central criminal character Kozaru Shichinosuke

from the 1857 play Amimoyo toro no kikukiri, which was largely based on a
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kodan by Kenkonbd Ryosai, blended with a second plotline about the famous
Yoshiwara courtesan Tamagiku.l) The central character in the kdodan is an
insouciant Sumidagawa boatman-turned-pickpocket, gambler, pimp, blackmailer
and eventually murderer, while Mokuami’s adaptation initially presents him as a
footman in a samurai household, who later reveals that this was a just a disguise he
had adopted in order to steal. Reflecting on his route into criminality towards the end

of the play, Shichinosuke comments,

Shichinosuke: T was born the son of a fisherman called Shichigord in
Oshimamachi in Fukagawa. 1 had sticky fingers so everyone would call
me by the nickname Kozaru, but my real name is Shichinosuke and I'm a

pickpocket.1D

This kind of conventionalized explanation for criminality—that it was
an innate quality—strikes an eerily similar chord to Henry Fielding’s famous
description of Tom Jones that he was “born to be hanged.” Statements by criminal
heroes that equates their criminality to a childhood trait are common in many of
Mokuami’s earlier bakumatsu criminal narratives. The focus in much Tokugawa
literature on criminality is therefore on the wise judge and the trope of kanzen
choaku: the figure of the criminal is used not to challenge subjectively imposed
moral and legal boundaries, but rather to reinforce the socio-political hierarchy. But
plays like Kosode Soga azami no ironui (and others that followed it) switched the
focus to highlight the criminal and to explore more deeply the question of just what
created a criminal.

However, I would argue that the significant change in motivation and the
emotional reality that Seishin’s decision to become a criminal is grounded in in
Kosode Soga azami no ironui is a significant change in Mokuami’s dramaturgy at

this time. In Kosode Soga azami no ironui, Mokuami for the first time imagines
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criminality as a means of self-fashioning, a way of altering individual life courses
that were supposed to be dependent on class, status and birth. It therefore marks a
radical shift away from the idea that criminality is innate or that criminals are the
victims of the laws of cause and effect (inga 0ho) set in motion by their parents,
which had formed the basis for many of Mokuami’s earlier plays. One example can
be seen in the case of Kozaru Shichinosuke in the aforementioned Amimoyé toro no
kikukiri, where Shichinosuke’s criminality is placed into an ever-tightening loop of
cause and effect which was initiated by his father Shichigord, who steals seventy ryo
from a clerk called Yoshiro at the start of the play.

Compared to these kinds of plays, the decision to dramatize a moment
of conversion to criminality in osode Soga azami no ironui represents a decisive
rupture in kabuki dramaturgy. It can also be read as a moment where the on-stage
character pushes against the dictates of kabuki’s traditional yatsushi paradigm (or
indeed, the circular plot structures that can be observed in ningyo joruri that have
been examined by C. Andrew Gerstle.1?) Yatsushi’s fall and rise patterning, which
allows for a character to move through several liminal forms of social life and
class, invariably ends up in a second transformation, in which the original status
is regained through the defeat of the villains. The focus in the yatsushi scenes is
on the tribulations and the fortitude of the character as he endures them, but the
end result is always the return to the original status. As a dramatic structure, it is
essentially conservative and affirming of the social status quo. Mokuami’s criminal
transformations, however, push against the limits of yatsushi: it is a life course that
is chosen, rather than being forced upon a character, and as such there is no possible
return from it to a regular, non-criminal existence.

Examined in this light, I believe that the bravado of Seishin’s statement
that “whether I kill one or a thousand, I’ve only one head for them to chop off”,
and his desire to live henceforth for pleasure rather than duty or religious devotion,

requires some further contextualization. The decision to create a scene where the
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Edo audience could watch a character being given the opportunity to choose a life

of his own, rather than submitting to the one forced upon him by familial or social

circumstance, seems like it could only have come from the rupture of something that

alters the conventional strictures that bind a society. Something, perhaps very much

like a major pandemic?
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Covid-19 and Japanese Studies:
Some Thoughts from Prague

Toyosawa Nobuko

The “Emergency” Conference by the Consortium for Global Japanese Studies
organized by the International Research Center for Japanese Studies (Nichibunken)
in Kyoto, was held via Zoom in December 2020 shortly after the second lockdown
came to an end in the Czech Republic. Unlike the first lockdown that lasted for three
months in the spring of the same year, the second lockdown began on 22 October
and lasted for a little over a month. As shown in the “Total Coronavirus Cases”
provided by the WHO (figure 1), infection cases began to increase rapidly in the
Czech Republic in late October 2020.D The government’s swift actions forced non-

essential businesses as well as schools to close, and it set protective measures for
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Figure 1. Total Confirmed Cases and Deaths from World Health Organization

In the Czech Republic, from 3 January 2020 to 4 August 2021, there have been
1,674,183 confirmed cases of Covid-19 with 30,372 deaths, reported to WHO. As
of 1 August 2021, a total of 10,182,068 vaccine doses have been administered (last
accessed: August 5, 2021).
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the elderly by designating early morning hours as the time when they could shop.
Workers were encouraged to work from home, and distance learning was introduced
in schools, involving parents to supervise their children’s daily learning.

The second lockdown felt much more severe, although the measures
were almost the same as the first lockdown. I saw drastically less people during
the commuting hours, and my destinations were also limited to a handful of places:
home, office, and supermarkets. The city of Prague was totally empty with no tourists
and its shops closed. This conference took place in my living room, in isolation,
which is otherwise located in a modern urban space. The virtual connection enabled
the participants to feel a sense of togetherness. Reports on respective conditions in
European cities reassured us that our experiences were very similar. In the midst of
uncertainty where we were negatively impacted by the pandemic, this conference
was a valuable avenue to connect to the broader community of Japanese Studies
scholars.

I thank Professor Araki Hiroshi for inviting me to join this conference. In
the preparation stage, it allowed me to observe the situations in the Czech Republic
more closely in order to convey the conditions precisely to the audience. The
conference gave me a chance to meet scholars I had never met before, albeit via
Zoom. More importantly, their reports about their institutions’ struggles offered a
chance to face the negative impacts of the pandemic and rethink what our attempts
might be in the near future to rebuild what we have lost in the first year of the
pandemic.

At the conference, I shared interview results from my colleagues at
Masaryk University, most notably of the Head of the Department of Japanese
Studies, Dr. Jiti Matela.?) The challenges at the universities were shared by teachers
and staff, and this time around, all students, including the shy and reserved ones, had
to be actively responsible for their own education by asking for help and support.

This includes additional efforts and expenses because most students had to set up
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workstations at home with good wi-fi access and a functioning computer. I heard
various accounts of great anxieties the situation caused for many students, who
worried about wi-fi stability, noise problems, and the overall quality of their home-
office environment. Needless to say, Covid-19 impacted all students, not only those
learning Japanese. But language learners were profoundly affected by the pandemic,
insofar as it required distance learning for second language acquisition. Without
feeling the intimacy that constitutes direct dialogue, for example, any attempt to
acquire a foreign language over the computer screen is compromised. Language
acquisition demands strong will and desire from the learners. But in this time of
the pandemic, both the teachers and learners had to be united in spirit to believe
that language learning was still effective through repetition and doing drills and
exercises as long as there were “authentic” and situationally realistic contexts.
Even if one felt some sort of artificiality involving the lessons, they had to pursue
it optimistically. It is my sincere wish that students who were unable to travel to
Japan due to Covid-19 will still sign up for future study-abroad programs and pursue
their initial intellectual endeavors. Especially in the Czech Republic, where college
education is not everyone’s choice after high-school, I hope that these students will
have the opportunity to test their Japanese in real situations in Japan with Japanese
people as the study-abroad opportunity in the final year was designed to do.

I have decided to revise my report of the December 2020 conference by
focusing on the observations [ made during lockdowns. The negative impacts of the
pandemic stirred much discussions for a change, which I will address later, and we
need to consider seriously how to help students realize their goals in the university,
including the study-abroad experiences that might be disappearing as an option.
Rather than taking a radical approach to change, I believe that we can implement
small adjustments to curricula to overcome the gap in the research environment that
exists in the field to produce a brighter future of Japanese Studies in Central Europe

and beyond.
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Covid-19 was an opportunity for me to ponder over my research
environments here in Prague. In these months of multiple lockdowns, I had time
to think clearly about how the field could continue to prosper. As someone who
studied and completed degree programs in US universities and worked in the United
States and United Kingdom before coming to Prague, I have a reference point of the
American research institutions for comparison, and because of this, I had moments
of doubt in the beginning of my appointment at the Oriental Institute. While our
institute is among the most respected research institutions for Japanese historians
to pursue careers in Central Europe, the research environment here at first appeared
to me quite modest. Yet I soon realized that the issue involved not the institute but
myself and my expectations. In fact, I quickly came to see the “lack” of facilities
and resources as a challenge issue facing Japan Studies scholars like me around the
world. My intention in addressing this issue is of course, not to complain about it.
Rather, we can transform our ostensible weaknesses into strengths and potentials for
the future of Japanese Studies around the world.

I came to the Oriental Institute of the Czech Academy of Sciences in the
spring 2017 after spending over two decades in the American Midwest. I did my
graduate training at the University of Illinois, and because I worked as a teaching
and research assistant most of the time, my tuition for graduate school was waived.
Additionally, I received a small monthly stipend, with which I paid rent, bought food
and books that now make up my personal library. Although I was a foreign student
in an American state-funded university, our graduate programs were equipped to
support most of the graduate students. Many US universities provide fellowships
in the humanities with the understanding that, unlike fields of law and medicine,
people with a PhD in History would have a difficult time repaying their loans and
that they would have to take out to finance their expensive graduate educations
particularly at a private university. I do not think that I could have earned my PhD

in my home country of Japan because my parents were not supportive of my pursuit
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of higher education, which would have made it financially impossible for me to
enroll in. Graduate programs in Japan are not so generously fund graduate students
and studies, as my sister had to eventually repay her “scholarship” to the foundation
after completing her Master’s degree in Psychology.

Scholarships and fellowships mean different things depending on the
country. At least in the US, normally scholarships are for the undergraduate students
and fellowships are for the graduate students. The purpose of these financial aids is
to enable students to pursue research in a chosen field and let them utilize their skills
and intelligence for the well-being of the society and world after their graduation.
Students are, by definition, in the process of developing their intelligence and
critical thinking to a fuller extent, and, thus, by allowing them to study, scholarships
help them to reach their intellectual potential, and not just obtain certain skills and
techniques. Scholarships are valuable means for students to attend university. From
the point of view of social welfare, they are also vital investments for the formation
and nurturing of civic minded citizens for the betterment of future society. When
university education is “free,” as in various countries in Europe, giving additional
financial aid to students might not seem necessary. However, being a full-time
graduate student is like having a full-time job: graduate seminars are intellectually
and physically demanding, and students usually have more than one class each day
to keep up with the reading and writing assignments. Therefore, having a limited
number of prestigious fellowships available to prospective graduate students would
encourage applicants to consider more seriously a career path as an educator,
researcher, or writer. Graduate programs would then attract higher quality applicants.

My position at the Oriental Institute demands that I remain an active
scholar in my field and continue publishing academic papers and monographs. It
also includes the crucial responsibility of nurturing the next generation of scholars
who will carry on research and scholarship in the Czech Republic, a task which I

take seriously. My work will indeed prove limited if the Japanese Studies field I
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care so much about does not take deeper root in the country. I believe this would be
very unfortunate as Czechs are keenly interested in the Japanese culture. Japanese
Studies is a popular major for university undergraduates, but there is still room
for improvements in the graduate programs as the venue to train young scholars.
Comprehensive graduate programs should ideally be equipped with scholarships,
fellowships, and assistantships so that students maximize their time as junior
researchers, assistants, and teachers within the relevant intellectual milieu.

In this regard, it is noteworthy that there already exist a handful of
organizations whose aims are to vitalize Japanese Studies internationally, and they
provide overseas research institutions with grants for building libraries, run book
donation projects, offer start-up funds to establish undergraduate program for Japanese
Studies, and fund fellowships for graduate students with the specialization of Japanese
Studies.? Their activities are remarkable not only for helping students, but also for
bringing scholarly books on Japanese society, history, culture, and politics to the
university libraries in countries where Japan still remains rather exotic. In particular,
the Czech Republic steadily nurtured the development of Japanology. In addition, over
one hundred years of Czech-Japan diplomatic relations has even made some Czechs as
zealous practitioners of Japanese culture. However, understandably, until recently the
scholarship in this field has been produced primarily in Czech, making it difficult for
non-Czech speakers, including myself, to access the rich history of Czech writing on
Japan. This also means that traditional understanding of Japan in the Czech Republic
is distinctly Czech and lacks an international perspective. By (re-)creating my present
position after a decade of vacancy, the Institute sought to internationalize Japanology
and make Czech Japanology more visible to the world. In the same vein, I hope
that Czech scholars of Japan can have a bigger global impact. Therefore, I sincerely
urge young Czech scholars to study Anglophone, Japanophone, and Czechophone
scholarship on Japan to create the great waves of new ideas and interpretations, of

which they are eminently capable, in the global field of Japanese Studies.
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Before Covid-19, I had a number of occasions to meet Czech Japanologists
and their students at conferences. I also had an opportunity to visit and give a lecture
at the Department of Japanology at Masaryk University in Brno, one of the best
programs for Japanese Studies in this region [figure 2]. At that time, my lecture
was for undergraduate students in the department on the topic of seventeenth-
century Japanese peoples’ emerging awareness of the outside world as observed
in popular media such as theatre performances and guidebooks. Afterward, I found
the students’ questions sincere and informed, as they had studied well by reading
the original literature or in translation. Even if they were not specializing in early

modern history, the students knew much about the early modern era as a moment of
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Figure 2. Map of Czech Republic
In the Czech Republic, students can study Japanese language, history, society, and
culture at Charles University in Prague, Masaryk University in Brno, and Palacky
University in Olomouc, among other smaller universities. The map “Czech-regions
wts.png” was made available by Globe-trotter and Globe-trotter is licensed with CC
BY-SA 4.0. To view a copy of this license, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
by-sa/4.0 (last accessed: August 5, 2021).
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cultural maturity and renaissance for the Japanese culture. The students and scholar
I met in Brno form a quite large group, and they are uniquely passionate about their
research and practice, be it Japanese linguistics, early modern Japanese literature, or
medieval Japanese philosophy.

One might assume that university education has become the mainstream
path for better future jobs almost universally, and in some countries the simplification
of “everyone goes to university today” is not an exaggeration. At least, this was the
case in many developed countries before Covid-19. However, there are still places
where studying at college and university levels is not a normal course of education.
The Czech Republic is one such country, and going for graduate training in the
humanities and social sciences requires a significant level of commitment on the side
of students because such a choice implies a need to simultaneously earn monthly and
yearly living expenses, even if the money for room and board, books, and computers
were fortunately paid. Many graduate students I have met here are committed in
this way, and some teach Japanese privately to anime fans to have savings for their
own study. While this is admirable of the graduate students, is it sustainable? Or,
is it ideal that students spend much of their time and energy on earning money
for expenses when they should focus on their graduate training to maximize their
time and resources of the program to advance their study? Obviously, if one needs
to work and go to school, the time to work on the school and research materials
shrinks, and it consumes one’s energy as well, hence, prolonging their study.

Another aspect that I noticed in the country that does not seem justifiable
is the resources. The General Library of the Oriental Institute might have the
highest holdings of books and periodicals related to the Orient, but their Japanese
Studies collection is far from robust. The Institute is not solely to be blamed for the
collection’s development. In fact, it holds rare and special materials from Tibet and
North Korea, among others, that exist nowhere else in the world. Due to the long,

previous vacancy of the chair of Japanology at the Institute, collecting the literature
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and materials to support a Japanese Studies program was not maintained, and thus
the Japanese collection currently lacks the resources found in most US universities
with Japanese Studies programs.

From the beginning of my appointment, it has been my long-term goal
to build a research library for Japanese Studies at the Institute. I have been more
than fortunate to receive support from the Japanese Embassy in Prague whose
recommendation was vital for securing the Read Japan Project from the Nippon
Foundation in the winter of 2020. We have been tremendously grateful to the
Japan Foundation, who also in the winter of 2020, granted us a generous financial
support to build the Japanese Studies collection, which enabled us to purchase a
handful of precious series on Manchurian literature and films produced during the
Japanese imperial period. With this grant, the Japan Foundation also provided us
with the Japan Knowledge Lib online resources, which has remarkably improved
my personal research environment. The only downside of this gift is that I am the
primary user of Japan Knowledge Lib given that I am the only researcher in Japanese
Studies at the Institute. We are the only institution in the country that has access to
Japan Knowledge Lib, and if we can extend access to other Japanologists beyond
the institutional boundaries, the precious gift from the Japan Foundation will surely
be better utilized. At the same time, we are also promoting our new purchase of the
Manchurian collection for other Japanologists to use. By sharing our collection with
other scholars, we hope to hold seminars and workshops for research exchanges.
Most recently, we are in the process of accepting a personal book collection of the
German award winning Japanologist, Prof. Dr. Irmela Hijiya-Kirschnereit of Freie
University Berlin. A series of these moves for building the collection has just begun,
but our institute will continue to work on building our resources so that it will be one
of the best places for researchers in Central Europe and beyond for Japanese Studies

research.
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Having said this, I must admit that our steps are yet small and the
completion of an ideal research environment will take some time. The price of
subscription for a reference material database is prohibitively expensive for Czech
research institutions, due to the fact that our currency value is about one-fifth of the
Japanese yen (although the Czech Republic is doing extremely well economically in
Europe). Even during the pandemic, it is positively evaluated that “the government
introduced a generous package of emergency support measures, including job
retention schemes, income support to the self-employed, and parents that had to
stay at home, as well as loan and guarantee programs to boost firm liquidity.”® The
measures remained largely effective in 2021 with additional support for boosting
consumption and growth. In short, forecasters predict that the Czech Republic
has the potential to grow economically in the near future as it shifts toward more
digital upskilling and energy projects that improve energy efficiency and reduce
carbon emissions, as well as air pollution. I would urge foundations working for the
vitalization of global Japanese Studies to consider Central Europe as a test-case for
investment. There are great number of passionate professors at multiple universities,
coupled with the steady interest of Czechs in Japanese culture, including popular
culture and cuisine, it is a great moment to stimulate the attention of students and
the public about Japan. It would be wonderful to have the Japan Knowledge Lib
database in all university libraries where students and scholars could use a service
which far more comprehensive than sources like free online dictionaries. Such
high-quality databases would allow students to immerse themselves in a Japan-
like environment, albeit in cyber spaces, in their learning and research. By creating
such virtual Japanese spaces in a corner of the library, students might find further
incentives to improve their Japanese. The frequent use of Japan Knowledge Lib
would implicitly communicate to them why one should choose more appropriate

and authentic academic sources of information.
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More importantly, our efforts to make our institution one of the beacons
in Europe for Japanese Studies will progress meaningfully only by working with
other institutions and universities and engaging in close dialogue with them. I am
deeply indebted to the interlibrary loan service “Blauer Leihverkehr” administered
by Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin (Berlin State Library) for numerous articles that they
promptly sent to me.9) Largely because we need to move forward with publication
and the presentation of research without a functioning research library at our home
institution, it is necessary for us to utilize other institutional support, such as “Cross
Asia” of Blauer Leihverkehr. Likewise, I would also like to highlight the vital role
that the Consortium could perform as a leader and facilitator by providing Japanese
Studies researchers in the world with the bountiful resources and the expertise. Not
only can the Consortium play a significant role in minimizing the gap in the research
environments globally, but also can make the field of Japanese Studies more global
and interconnected.

I am highly aware of the recent calls for action to change the way we do
research. Researchers who are unable to travel to use archives and libraries due
to travel restrictions are now suggesting the launch of a new set of research and
inter-collegiate and inter-university exchange standards as it becomes clear that the
ongoing pandemic crisis is changing our reality. They ask if we are unable to travel to
use library and archival materials, unable to go to the excavation sites, or to conduct
ethnographic research, how can we maintain the current systems and standards of
research? We cannot conduct research, but we are expected to demonstrate findings
at conferences and in publications. In a provocative article titled “Field-based
Sciences Must Transform in Response to COVID-19,” the authors point out that
utilizing online meetings and extending the terms of a grant have limits because
those actions assume an eventual return to pre-pandemic normality. However, we
are unable to predict when normality will return, and instead of waiting for it, we

must “radically reshape the way we operate in science.”® They go on to state that the
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most urgent required change is to find “alternative ways” that require “less travel”
as well as ensuring “equitable research partnerships and the elimination of nominal
collaborations that overwhelmingly favor the career advancement of partners in the
Global North.”” Moreover, the authors are reminding us that this change has long
been advocated to help combat climate changes.(It is even more timely now after
the recent floods in Germany and Belgium demonstrate once again that the climate
change is real.) For all of us it is, as they claim, a “goal long-advocated for by the
movement to decarbonize field sciences.”®

This new strain on an already stressed field of research is not limited to
or specific to the scholars of Japanese Studies but humanities and social sciences
in general. The pandemic has affected universities and research institutions
universally. I share many of the concerns raised by the authors, who have thoroughly
considered institutionally significant and meaningful changes in academia in the
near future. However, my reservation would be that we cannot identify the “new
normal” in Japanese Studies without having a good view of the future potential
research environment. Would our new normal uphold similar degrees of quality,
originality, and utility to attract future generations to the field of Japanese Studies?
As in the case of the study abroad problem in Masaryk University and beyond, by
adjusting our research to a new set of standards, would the introduction of a “new
normal” standard be the solution? Could new Japanese Studies programs maintain a
rationale for the production of knowledge, sustained by a solid basis of expertise of
researchers?

These are rather abstract questions, and without seeing the results of how
badly the lack of study abroad programs in university curricula will impact our
students, we will not be able to make a meaningful comparison. In order for our work
to be evaluated more fairly, we also need sufficient discussions of all parties, not just
scholars and students who want to see new changes. In addition, we will also need

inputs from the grant agencies, publishing houses, administrators of universities and
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research institutions, before modifying standards for research and education. I have
raised this issue to highlight once again the initiative that we hope the Consortium
might lead in the coming years. If language learning and research can develop more
systematically through mutual collaboration with Japanese research and educational
institutions, could we not make better use of our shared resources and expertise? |
would hesitate to propose radical actions because teaching and research excellence
are our goals, and we should pursue genuineness, fairness, and objectivity as much
as possible in our profession. We have to remain committed to authentic scholarship,
which requires long-term research and writing with meaningful exchanges with
specialists in the field. Given the current parameters for academic funding, these
steps are hard to come by and difficult to be materialized quickly. Even now, in an
ongoing pandemic, we are still expected to publish our research in internationally
renowned journals or monograph series. One could argue that the current standard
is fair to the grant agencies and justifiable to them, and evaluation committees
are showing flexibility and understanding in the current circumstances. However,
their flexibility is not in a “new” manner reflecting long-term changes in research
methods, publication requirements, and standards.

The pandemic has given me an opportunity to reflect on the value of
research and education, and I have come to realize the profound differences that exist
in research environments around the world. By improving the research environment,
especially access to research resources and services in the Czech Republic, I am
optimistic that hardworking scholars and a large number of ambitious students could
energize the field and make the Czech Republic a center for research in Japanese
Studies. In any case, I will continue to nurture, in any way possible, future students
who aspire to become full-fledged scholars of Japanese Studies.

The lockdowns imposed many negative and often harsh situations upon
us, but they have also shown the possibilities of distance learning and value of IT

resources.d As economists predict that the Czech Republic is going to experience
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an economic growth in the second half of 2021, I hope that grant agencies and

foundations will find Central Europe as a place where recovery efforts for students

and scholars can establish strong roots to eventually grow robust Japanese Studies

programs.
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I thank the WHO for generously making their data open and allowing users to freely
copy, reproduce, reprint, distribute, translate, and adapt the work for non-commercial
purposes. “Total Cases for Czechia: World Health Organization; 2021”: https://covid19.
who.int/region/euro/country/cz (last accessed: August 6, 2021). License: CC BY-NC-SA
3.0 IGO. At the WHO Health Emergency Dashboard WHO (COVID-19) website this data
is interactive and more informative.

Interview with Jiti Matela (November 3, 2020) via Skype. I am grateful for his valuable
input.

I would like to acknowledge my deep appreciation to the Nippon Foundation and the
Japan Foundation for their invaluable gifts of books, support, and understanding to build
the Japanese Collection in our library at the Institute. I would also like to note that we
would not be selected for the Nippon Foundation Read Japan Project had we not had the
warm support of the Japanese Embassy, most notably, Mr. Shoji Ikuo.

“Economic Forecast Summary (May 2021),”OECD Economic Outlook, vol. 2021,
Issue 1: 39-41: https://www.oecd.org/economy/czech-republic-economic-snapshot/ (last
accessed: August 8, 2021).

For more information about the service, see https://crossasia.org/en/service/blauer-
leihverkehr/.

Eleanor M.L. Scerri et al., “Field-based sciences must transform in response to
COVID-19,” Nat Ecol Evol (2020): https://doi.org/10.1038/s41559-020-01317-8 (last
accessed: December 6, 2020).

Ibid.

Ibid.

See, for example, a range of innovative pedagogical approaches and online webinars and
talks, such as AAS Digital Dialogue, “Teaching About Asia in a Time of Pandemic,”
Monday December 14, 2020, 3:00 Eastern Time. This event was held after the successful
publications of David Kenley, ed., Teaching About Asia in a Time of Pandemic (Columbia
University Press, 2020), and Vinayak Chaturvedi, ed., The Pandemic: Perspectives on



Asia (Columbia University Press, 2020). There also emerged a website, “Japanese Studies
Events Database,” that allows scholars and students across borders to participate online in
academic events on Japan: https://datastudio.google.com/u/0/reporting/621571f0-8678-
4efd-al58-c90f85b53513/page/DbleB.
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Methodological Concerns of
Researching Larp and Educational
Roleplay in Japan: The (Im) Possibilities
of Remote Fieldwork

Bjorn-Ole Kamm

Introduction

This paper concerns methodological issues in the field of live-action role-play
studies due to the effects of the corona pandemic with a focus on the possibilities
and difficulties of remote fieldwork. Live-action role-play, originally abbreviated
as LARP in many languages, refers to a network of related practices, in which
participants take on and interact as characters to co-create a shared story. In
the beginning, these practices could be circumscribed as Lord of the Rings
reenactments without an audience. Today, what is called live-action role-play has
extremely diversified, ranging from such fantasy events to political and educational
engagements. Similar to how radar and sonar are now used as words on their own,
we find larp now written in lowercase covering a plethora of role-playing practices
in which people act out their play full body (Holter, Fatland, and Temte 2009).

My personal background is in Japanese Studies and Media Studies and
my earlier research concerns mostly media use and media induced stereotypes in
contemporary Japan. Since 2011 I have been working in the interdisciplinary field of
Transcultural Studies, coordinating a respective international joint degree program
at Kyoto University in collaboration with Heidelberg University in Germany.

Transcultural Studies can mean many things but in this case concerns cultural
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dynamics, such as how actors organize difference. My most recent publication is very
much informed by this perspective. Role-Playing Games of Japan: Transcultural
Dynamics and Orderings (2020) explores non-digital role-playing games in and
from Japan, with which I refer to tabletop and live-action role-playing, such as
Dungeons & Dragons, Sword World, Call of Cthulhu or larps offered by the group
Laymiin in Saitama.

The book deals with the border-crossing flows of role-playing practices,
conflicts about escapism and fantastic learning, and is based on cyber-ethnographic
fieldwork, so qualitative interviews and participant observations on- and offline.
This study began in a niche but always brought me to centers of calculation, such as
customs offices or protests against former prime minister Aso Tard.

Beyond my own research, I am also co-editor of the open access, peer-
reviewed, bilingual Japanese Journal of Analog Role-Playing Game Studies
(JARPS),D of which the 2020 issue includes contributions in English and Japanese
on questions of emotional and psychological safety as well as the use of calibration
techniques in tabletop RPGs and larps, so live-action role-plays. The 2021 issue
deals with remote forms of role-playing and the effects of the corona pandemic.
Like many of our authors I explore role-playing not only as a network of interrelated
practices, their performance, development and dynamics, in my case, in and outside
Japan, I also look into role-playing games and education.

My most recent research thus deals more with questions of employing
role-playing as a method to translate anthropological research results into an
experienceable form. My colleague Katd Kohei (Tokyo Gakugei University),
specialist in role-playing for communication support (Katd 2019), and I received
a grant from the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science to explore live-action
role-play as such a method for transcultural learning, for which we are currently
designing a larp that seeks to translate the life-worlds and challenges of autists.?)

Due to COVID-19 the project currently stagnates, however, as it involves much
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international travel. We are waiting for when members of the leading educational
experience design group, the Waldritter,> can come to Japan to test-play our larp.

Before venturing into the field of role-playing games, much of my research
concerned popular Japanese media, such as anime or manga, and their fans in Japan
and Europe. I was concerned with stereotypes against media users, for example,
heterosexually identified female readers of stories about male-male love and sexual
relationships, so-called fijoshi (literally “rotten girls”), and all the essentialisms
involved, be they about gender or nationality (Kamm 2013). This research followed
the flow of the related media products from Japan abroad, and also the discourses
about actors in the Japanese government appropriating these economic successes for
nationalistic means (cf. Otsuka 2015; McLelland 2017).

My research into the lifeworlds of people who are in some form or another
entangled with the stereotype of the ofaku (Kamm 2015) brought me to analog or
non-digital gaming, where I learned that certain forms of non-digital gaming—fore
and foremost board games, such as Settlers of Catan (Teuber 1995)—had been on
the move from Germany to Japan for quite a time, which is why they are called
doitsu gemu (“German games”) on the Japanese market.

Live-action role-play, which was growing in player numbers and became
increasingly sophisticated in Europe, however, was rather unknown or unpracticed
in Japan during my fieldwork in 2010 (cf. Kamm 2011). When I came back in 2012,
things had changed because a German larp player had helped set-up the first live-
action role-play group in Tokyo. From then onwards, larp in Japan remained linked
to German roots, but soon it explored new forms of performing this network of

practices (Kamm 2019a).

Dynamics of RPG Practices
Such dynamics of role-playing game practices remain one focus of my research.

This concerns larp as a form of entertainment, practiced usually as a hobby. Here, |
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am interested in questions of how concepts of playing and for playing travel, how
practices are translated and adapted. With translation I refer less to the movement
across natural languages but to how certain actors appropriate, change, and employ
practices that come from elsewhere to their own environment. I am studying
who becomes such actors of mediation and also of gatekeeping; who can bridge
boundaries of language and location. These movements of translation also link to
the individual transformation of players: How they transform themselves and their

bodies in their larp performances and how the larp transforms them.

Transcultural Engagements

Speaking of actors who mediate, like any researcher by researching I change what
I am observing. Field site access builds on rapport and the collaboration of larp
organizers, so that my fieldwork often was less participant observation but observant
participation, stressing that I had to help out and become part of the play groups to
be allowed access for my research.

Being able to navigate between German, English, and Japanese, this also
placed me in the position of assisting members of the Japanese Larp Association
CLOSS when they visited the world’s largest larp event, the ConQuest of Mythodea
(CLOSS 2020), held each year in Germany (see figure 1).

The association members wanted to see how such a big event was run, so
they of course wanted to participate and play but were more interested into the larp’s
backstage. As member of the German larp association research working group, I
could arrange for such access with the organizers of this event, which is the world’s
largest larp with over 8,000 participants.

Even though I had to function as an interpreter within the game play and
also outside of it, I also gained insights into these transcultural engagements, for
example in how not speaking a fantastic, made-up language adds to the immersion
into the play world, while not speaking the meta-language, in this case German, can

frustrate and pushes people rather outside the play experience.
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Figure 1. ConQuest organizer showing a certificate for being the largest
larp worldwide to the CLOSS members (photo by Kamm).

Edu-Larp

I have been studying larp practices for over a decade now and am still interested
in their developments as hobby or business, especially in Japan, but recently my
focus has shifted to the possibilities of using live-action role-play for the distribution
of research results. This form of larp is usually referred to as edu-larp, short for
educational larp.

From my perspective, edu-larp can be a tool for outreach and knowledge
transfer beyond academic circles. Instead of asking the general public to read
research papers, the idea is to translate the research into an experienceable form,
so that others can get a glimpse into the lifeworlds of those people part of a study.
These projects aim for what I have come to call transcultural learning.

With transcultural learning my colleagues and I designate an understanding
of cultural processes of differentiation, the ways in which persons are made into an

“other” different from “us.” A prime example of these processes is stereotyping,
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which increasingly turns into hate speech on the Internet and encourages actual
violence against marginalized groups, such as migrants, sexual minorities, and people
with disabilities (Fliickiger 2006; Higuchi 2014). Direct encounters can function
as safeguards against stereotypes (Pickering 2001). However, such encounters are
often hard to facilitate, for example, because respective persons have lived in past
eras, are located too far away, or it may be an ethical issue to present them in a
fashion resembling a zoo exibit. Instead, mediated encounters—larps—in which
participants take on the role of these “others” from a first-person perspective, may
be a way to foster (trans-) cultural and media literacies to help people understand
difference as non-threatening through direct, experiential knowledge. Part of this
project is also to visualize respective learning effects, to help with reflection of the
participants, and demonstrate the potential of this set of larp methods (cf. Kamm
2017).

As my colleague Kato has long worked with people diagnosed with autism
and is aware and concerned about the stereotypes against them, we are currently
developing a larp to make their challenges experienceable. We had good experiences
with our previous edu-larp about hikikomori, people in social withdrawal (Kamm
2019b). At that time we also used a qualitative-quantitative mixed method based
on a cluster analysis of phrases by the participants to visualize and discuss learning

effects.

Forms of Larp

Before the attention of practitioners and academics ventured to educational purposes,
larp was a hobby—and remains this for the majority of players. Even concerning
mainstream entertainment larp, it remains difficult to show what it is or what it ought
to be, so that I can only touch on possibilities. Tolkien inspired Sword-and-Sorcery
is worldwide the most popular genre with huge so-called mass conventions or cons

held in Europe each summer, such as the Drachenfest or ConQuest—until the corona
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pandemic, that is. People stay in costume and in their characters throughout these
five-day events, fight enemies, form alliances, and solve riddles. In-between those
tasks the four to over eight thousand participants experience a pseudo-medieval
fantasy everyday together with friends and family, sleeping and eating in huge tent
cities.

Also in Japan, this kind of genre represents the most popular, followed
by horror. The horror genre where you can participate with everyday clothes
makes for a low-entry threshold for beginners, but so does ninja larp in Iga, one of
many examples of history-inspired larp events (Kamm 2022). Fairweather Manor
similarly mixes history with imagination and plays with class differences in the
carly twentieth-century England. This was also one example for so-called Nordic
or artistic larp. The name hails from the annual Knutepunkt larp Conference in
Northern Europe. Another example was Delirium, about intimacy in a psychiatry
and played not in a chronological order.

More at home in the field of edu-larp, annual youth larp camps mix fantasy
with education, for example about teamwork or how to behave in forests. One major
representative of such events is the experience design group Waldritter who work
with us on the larp about autism. They have created larps for children but also big,
federally funded spaceship larps for adults, about what it means to be human. Also
in Japan organizers explore education, for example by organizing library larps.

Halat Hisar is an award-winning Finnish-Palestinian coproduction about
occupation and a prime example of political larps. Last but not least, one of the most
popular artistic larps is College of Wizardry, a so-called blockbuster larp that brings

people from all over the world together to experience magic.

Larp (Un-)Defined
These few examples alone demonstrate that larp has extremely diversified in

the past two decades. After encountering the ever new forms of larp, I began to
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rather question the point of defining larp in any strict sense. I understand larp in
Wittgenstein‘ish terms as a multitude of practices partially connected by family
resemblance (Wittgenstein [1953] 2009) or envisioned in a network-form (see
figure 2). Words like larp are better understood as hyperlinks that bring practices and
practitioners into relation. This resonates with the discussion in the so-called “Nordic
larp discourse” about artistic, political, and educational larp (Stenros 2014). Here we
encounter the idea of “mixing desk of larp” (Stenros, Andresen, and Nielsen 2016),
which visualizes possible design choices and asks larpwrights and larp organizers to
be transparent about what people can expect from their events—instead of defining
a norm for larp. Japanese game designers, such as Kondo Koshi, have expressed a
similar understanding of the fluidity of games (Kondd 2019).

About larp as a practice, it can be said that most related communities are
very inclusive, with usually 50 percent women today, the acceptance of people with
neuro-diversity also higher than in the surrounding population.

Even if you picked a prominent element, such as that you do not participate
as yourself but as a character with its own life-history and personality, yet what a
character means varies extremely, e.g. in the Japanese horror larp Memento Mori,
you will pick skills and talents with abstract proficiency levels, such as medicine or
the occult, you will have a profession, such as archeologist or journalist, and your
character will be defined by their ability to wither certain kind of fears, such as gore
or psychological threats.

In the Nordic larp Limbo, on the other hand, there are no skills or fighting
bonuses. You define your character by answering questions, such as if you are scared
of death or if you have regrets, because this larp takes place in a dimension between
life and death, and players have to decide if they seek rebirth, transcendence or

oblivion.
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Figure 2. Larp as a practice-network.

Larp and COVID-19

Regardless of the mechanics, goals, themes, duration or location, most larps are very
emotional and physical experiences. Physical can mean fighting but also intimacy,
or simple exhaustion.

The emotions that participant experience may be part of a make-belief
practice but they are nonetheless real. You really fear for your life when you run
from a horde of enemies and you feel joy after a victorious confrontation. Larps
following the “Nordic larp” tradition especially explore all kinds of feelings and
emotions.

All these physical interactions involve, of course, aerosols. So that when
COVID-19 emerged, it brought an immediate stop to all larp events. All big summer

conventions were cancelled and most smaller ones, too. This has caused tremendous
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losses and uncertainty, not only for organizations, such as those behind the mass
conventions, but also for individual artists and craftspeople who could not perform
or sell their wares at these events. It also brought uncertainty about how to hold
events in accordance with regulations as many rules were constantly changing.
However, it also brought much community support. For example, there
were some people not asking for their money back when an event was cancelled or

postponed

LAOGs

COVID-19 also hailed in the golden age of LAOGs, live action online games, which
had been an insider’s tip and a niche before but could now bloom into their full
potential.

Individual games take too numerous forms to cover them all, but space
horror where participants play in darkened rooms, make-up sessions, communication
between the dead and the living, or political games, where you have to convince an
anti-vaxxer that vaccines do not cause autism are just a few examples; some of
which won larp and game awards already. With Enkakutsiishin LARP Remote Scope,
the Japanese larp association provided free scenarios for players in Japan to help
them still their thirst for corona free larping.4

Many of these online role-playing forms employ the same tools that
academics use for meetings and conferences, so Zoom and similar tools are quite
popular. But they have their limits, especially with larger groups. Recently, spatial
chat, such as gather.town, is gaining attention. In this case, there is a 1990s Zelda-
like User Interface and the participant can walk around a map. When you come
closer to other participants, you start hearing them and their video feeds come into

view.
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Hygiene Concepts

Asides online gaming, there have been attempts at larping with corona as well. In
Germany, for example, once federal states had released their COVID guidelines, larp
organizers could create and submit so-called hygiene concepts. If approved by the
respective health center, they could conduct their larp. Some best practice examples
were discussed at the German larp conference MittelPunkt. These hygiene concepts
clarify when and where to wear masks, how much physical contact is possible and
so forth. Number of participants and locations are rather limited, though.

In Japan, I took the leap and conducted limited fieldwork at one ninja larp
in Iga. Most participants used their costumes to have the masks blend in. So with
the ninja setting suspension of disbelief was less strained compared to a fantasy
larp, for example. Instead of direct fighting, the organizers had devised a form of
representational battle, so that no physical contact was necessary.

Despite these and other measures, in the heat of the moment people did
come closer to each other or masks slipped. Yet, no participant caught COVID

during these events.

Barely a Substitute
Judging from the many discussions with players and organizers, most countermeasures
or alternatives barely function as a substitution therapy. Zoom fatigue has become
as widespread as corona, and it becomes clearer how limited play with masks and
proper distancing is limiting the play to a few genres, where neither undermines the
necessary suspension of disbelief. Post-apocalyptic larp has a thematic advantage
but for some players is too close to home currently.

Similarly, research and fieldwork are limited. I could move onto the online
discussions about the effects of COVID on larp but this is rather depressing and so

far, nothing much is surprising.
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Emic and Remote Fieldwork?

A mere observation without active participation also stands in contrast to the
experiential core at the heart of larp. Larp in general has no audience; you cannot
watch people play larp. Half of what they are doing does not make sense if you
misse a previous interaction and you will not be able to grasp the overall plot as too
much is happening at the same time at too many different places.

Thus, as a researcher, you also need to participate fully; you need to shiver
in the rain when everybody else does so, to understand what it means to play a
character by fully immersing yourself into another person.

Such a study mode privileges the rich who can travel to all the innovative
larps worldwide. In the current times, when even money cannot buy a plane ticket,
one could send a local representative. Such an approach is similar to how a researcher
may design the codebook or interview guide but leaves the actual execution to
trained coders and interviewers.

However, the extreme qualitative and explorative nature of researching
larp, combined with human selective perception, may make this set-up rather
unproductive. One could use cutting-edge technology, such as the newest action
camera hidden in the staff of a wizard, and guide the intermediary in real-time. But
this brings ethical questions about puppeteering another person to the fore. This too
seems rather limited genre-wise.

Guiding a robot on an alien planet—something larpers have actually
played—may actually work because the researcher would also be in character, e.g.
the Houston to “Houston, we have a problem.” It is also a good way for reducing
carbon foot-print and thus, I believe, worth exploring in the future.

Beyond fieldwork, we currently experience rather adverse effects of corona
also with the above mentioned JSPS-funded edu-larp design project for transcultural

learning about autism.



Design Challenges
The tentative schedule for the project when we submitted the application to the JSPS
in 2018 matches the agenda in figure 3.

Once we received the grant, we began preparations like, a literature
review concerning autism and finding interview partners who were willing to talk
to us about their experiences as “autist.” I say “autist” here and not “person with
autism” as many of our interviewees stressed that you cannot divorce autism from
themselves. We conducted interviews between October 2019 and January 2020 and
were also able to find people who would like to be involved in the design process.
We had been planned a workshop in Germany with the Waldritter experience design
group, our research partners, in March 2020 to kick off the design part. However,
it already became a victim to corona and had to be cancelled. And, everything that
should have come thereafter also fell flat.

We had collected many ideas, especially on how to make challenges like
hypersensitivity or echolalia experienceable, but we were still facing a number of
design challenges. From Kato Kohei’s work with autistic children and also through

our interviews, we had identified middle schools in Japan as a place where autists
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Figure 3. Tentative project schedule.
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often suffer the most and middle school teachers as important gatekeepers. So, we
began to plan the larp as a form of three-day vocational training for predominantly
middle school teachers. In Japan, middle school represents a hard break from the
fun, comprehensive learning in elementary school to test cramming. Combined with
puberty and teenager differentiation games and the resulting bullying, dealing with
all these changes is particularly difficult for an autist. Teachers furthermore have not
much space to accommodate for neuro-diversity, which can lead to bullying from
the teachers, too.

Many educational larps and other activities aiming for awareness and
understanding, face the problem to engage people who are not already concerned.
Thus, we seek to create a larp that has a strong story and setting that would interest
people for their own sake. Discussions with the participants about autism would
feature in the debriefing after the experience, not in the advertising or pre-play
workshop.

The last challenge is, something we always keep in mind, that we want
to make the larp based on the voices of autists, and involve their perspectives. As |
mentioned before, we have a number of autists on board, some who also have larp
and larp design experiences. We do not want to speak for them but with them, an

approach advocate groups such as “Autism speaks” painfully lack.

Larp Design Sprint

Unsurprisingly, we had no chance but to move the design process online and also
make up for the lost time. Thus, we conducted a four-day design sprint based on a
model procedure developed for prototyping (Knapp, Zeratsky, and Kowitz 2016).
This procedure goes beyond brain-storming and combines individual tasks with
group work. Usually, it involves many whiteboards and post-it notes. Instead we
used the online whiteboard Mural,® identified awareness and care for diversity

in the class-room as the long-term goal with autism as an example, created a
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storyboard, and voted on various sketches by team members to form a basis for our

larp prototype, which we then presented to an expert audience of larpers and autists.

Current State

Currently, we are planning two more online workshops to further develop the larp.
However, we are still planning for a face-to-face larp and thus, at some point, will
need to come together for actual test-plays. In this sense, corona still remains a wall
between our goals and us completing the larp design.

Due to decreasing incidence rates, we were able to conduct a first, short
test-play in September 2021 at the Waldritter Creative Campus in Herten, Germany.
Even with corona restrictions still in place, we could follow through, because masks
play a diegetic role in the larp and thus we could incorporate them into the play. In its
finished form the larp will be a three-day event. The test-play now was a condensed
version of five hours through which we tried to ascertain the playability of our ideas
and what learning effects we can expect. We received much valuable feedback that
we currently analyze. We now hope for another window of opportunity to conduct
a full-length test-play if possible, also in Japan. This would necessitate changed
border regulations, so that our partners from Germany can travel to Japan.

Imono Mika spoke at this conference about how she cannot yet see the
light at the end of the tunnel after corona. For a long time, we felt the same, but the
design sprint results have given us at least a little spark in the darkness concerning
our project. And I think that there are many positive developments and ideas out
there that we should retain. The online design sprint has comparably such a small
carbon footprint that I would like to continue with this approach to collaborative

design.

Final Thoughts

However, there are challenges, especially about research that involves fieldwork,
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interviews and inter-human interaction, which we will need to consider beyond
corona. As also Dr. Toyosawa cautioned, I do not believe that there will be a time
after, only one with corona. And I doubt that anyone will learn from this pandemic.
The last one, the Hong Kong flu in 1968/69 has been completely forgotten and
no lessons have been learned. As everyone wants to go back to the old exploitive
and destructive “normal” of pre-corona times, the next pandemic is already pre-
programmed.

In the future, I hope we can keep the short Zoom faculty meetings and
hybrid conferences that this pandemic brought us asides the immediate crisis but we

will also find ways to get back to a more productive use of time with other tasks.
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HRCRITDTZAT - T 7Y al - H—
V71 A (LARP) iﬁ&:@%ﬁﬁm~lb7

I//]) /7\\@6}}7‘—075‘/% H:HOL_% j’%ﬁ:ﬁ /\/\\\ .
VE—=N7 4=V RT—=20D (N HEHEICDOWT

Pa—v=4—L-hL

(=4 5%.]
AT, Fiflan v AL ZAOMRNRERIERDOZELZITTVWD Z
AT 7 rvay - a— LT ULAMEDTEREBEICONT, VE—}

T4 =NV R —JORREEL L JICEREYTTERET S, 94777
Yary-m—L7LAlE brHLELDFIETLARP (5—7) LRI h
TWEEET, BET3EBREMIOT 2%y VY — VIR ESEEIET,
LARP TREBIENF ¥ 77 X =124 ) 2o TR L. VEEZ KR TEIES
%o BONIME Ta— R4 7 -9V v 7)) 2MEBECTHET2E5%7 7
VEI—FRDLARPIZH E o TWh, S TR 7 Y EI—FRAXRY b
LBUAK - BEWLID A E T, IFEICZHRILLTVS, IZUDIEMKEEL
L CfEbiT Wiz radar (L—&—) S sonar (VY F—) 2RO THEEL LT
EHEL72L DT LARP 5 TIE&iAL LT/IFT larp & FENDE LI
O BETHEHE 20—V T LA DA ZEKRT 5 X 512725 T\ (Holter,
Fatland, Temte 2009),

FEHIHAWIRE AT 4 7HIRZEME LTHED, MUETO ERIF5ENR
BEHARHARICBIZ2XT 4 7HHEXAT A 7IC&>oTOL BbNB AT LA
R A FWZDWTTH o720 2011 0 SIFEBRN 72 5785 T B % ALBIER L
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(Transcultural Studies) ICHXDFHATED., KA Y DAL TANILT KFE Y
FEBRAC X B EEHEFEEN T 0 7T 4D a—F 4 2 =R —%FHED TV 5,
AUBIRROER T 2L TAHRF T IERLD, ZZTE T 7 X=D0BED &
INTEVEHBLT 202 Wo e, UL RIET . EEOKRHT Role-
Playing Games of Japan: Transcultural Dynamics and Orderings (HZARD 1@ — L
TVA YT F—h—UBIE DO X 4 F 3 v 7 L FF. 2020 4F) Tl
CDOEIBRBEEDPIROVCKMENTVWS, ZORTEHARICBIT S, H50
BHARDIEFY 2V (7Fu) Eow—1r7v A 2275 —24 (RPG)
ZED FIFTW3IEFORL - n— LT LA 7 i BARIICIZT XY a
VA& RKFTITYRX | Y —=FT—)LERPG) 7 b w7 #5E TRPG) 72 ¥
DT —=TNb—=2 -a—=LT LA r7r—n (TRPG) ®, WEEMHE T
5 LARP ¥ —2 )L LA =2 HFEMT S LARP R %HET,
AKETEIAN= TR TFT7 474 =NV RT—=T ThhbbL
FAVEATITAVTOENA YR 2a— S E5HERFIC, n—L 7L A
V7 DOEEROBEET 2N, BIEREE D < SR, EEEHRICOVTHL
TWb, v FRISEE LTIRE o720 HARET a5 — L OB &
DERBEETH o7 F AV OBIBIHIE R, AR Z D < 2 MAEKETEM
WX A HERITEI R Y. COMRIIEICEEEEPLEAL T EHFETE
72
EHIVIREINCMA, HE2 AEREOEG N EA T 7 72T v —
F )L TRPG % W 4% : Japanese Journal of Analog Role-Playing Game StudiesJ
(JARPS) D OHFEREZE L HD TV S, 2020 FEE5TIX, KB - LHAY 2
LZEEDOMEB X TRPG £ LARP IZBF 2 F vV 7L —> a Tk (T2
by T TTVA 7 R, LA DBEERRIET 57DDORH - Ji1E) ©
ERICBE T 2 2B L TW» 5, KD 2021 4F5 Tl RPG & #Hif o
a7 A VAR REGAER DL OWTID EiF %, £ 0FEEM
B EREEIo LT LA RAHEICEET 2 EROESKE LT, $E KO
NI =< VA, R, BAF I 7 ZADBHEPHMIELTWBH, Zhhl
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Z T, HARLEID RPG EHBIZOWTHHEETo TV 5,

L7ehio T, BEOMFEOFNE, N OB R Z KRBT REIR T IC A
g LToOR— LT LA Y IDIERTH S, EEF 23I2=r—
YarXEDRDOu =L T VLA 7 (EEED 2012) ZEHFE 3 5 HE
HREREONMBEET L & 612, HARERHREE 2 S BB OB E 2. X
LB A H OFiEE LTO LARP 2L LTH D, BlfE, HAARZ b
7 LENE OAETEIACHE Z AR T 270D LARP 2 7% A4 » LTW
%2, KT Ry =27 NI TOWEH EZ {AToTELD, Hiflan
F U A NRBGHEDILRIC X DSR2 RER L STV E, S1F. BEDH
TORERTY A 2T EHT 25 NPO [V 7L U v &X—) (Waldritter : FR D5
1) ZHARICHE, bbb TH A Y LI LARPDT A T LA TR
PR E/HF->TVBLEIATH 5,

RPG fZ2IC R Z A AN BRTE. 7= XA REBHIZ Y DOHADKR Y 7
Fx—. HREWINZBT 2 2 DEHFEZ TRAET -~ LTWiz, B
DHoteDIF, X7 4 THHFNT 2RT LA LA T, 7o 2 B
L OBZPHENBEGRE R WYEE (R—A X5 7) 2HCREEEOZIMEG
FH.WbW s NEZT) . 2L 2 HHICERELR EOARERTH o 72
(Kamm 2013), ZDRFZETIX, HADBEE X 7 4 7 - OWANDER & |
Z OFEFEIEN 2 ERICHAL X 5 ¥ 3 2 HRBIHN OB 212 0WTOFH
%3857z (Otsuka 2015; McLelland 2017),

EHZ, MSH2OET F427] 2 LTRTVLARA LI AT ED
AEHREHZELTED (Kamm 2015), ZOMFEEELCTEFTI XL/ 7
Fury— oMU R ERBAAN, Z LT, MEDEADTFu s —
L, FHC TH R OBRE =B (Teuber 1995) ICREXH 2 KA Y DKR—
R7— 20307 D AR & HARICHA ., HARTIE TRA Y=L 2
B Tn3 Z e 2Hlo 7,

LARP BN TR LA Y — AOBHER, NEdEERD DAL
TWo e, HRTOHAEIZ, EHXEPHEATI 4 =V I —=T %2707
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2010 FEDORFHTIHEL EERFHIZL A WARDP 572 (Kamm 2011), 7275,
02 FICHUL 7 4 =V RY =2 DdRHT 2 L RNEED> TV, &
5 RAVNTVLAY—=DHEETHRAD LARP V=7 DAH EF 2 XEL
TWeDTHolz, ZHLE, HAD LARPIZFAVICHKT 2D TH o
TS, B L THAEREOHEREINS X512k -7z (Kamm 2019a),
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295 L7 RPG OEKIZBT 3 1#E. FHEOMK T —~DVELDTH 5,
—fRICHERE L TITON 2O —FREY LTD LARP BT 255 TH
5, ZOT—<IBILZEZEDOMNE. BERZ L RHRDOBZN L D K
SIEET 200, EEBPED XS ICHIIRE A, EIGINL T DLWV
Tt TH3, 2IZTO PR ik, BRASEMOBHTERL, 577
X =DM B R FEEEH D OBRRICADETED XS IHEH L. EHL,
BHT 202 BHT 2, FEEPHEL TVIEDIE, #PZD LS RENO T
JR=ZRDZDP, K= b X =Y TDT I R=ITRDZDD, Sk GO
BREBZONZ2D0L VS I THE, ZOXILEROB =, TLA
Y —DEANRENICD DR S, LARP 2175 M T, HoEBED X1
HoHS%Z., ZLTHDOBKEZZLIE LD, $/2. LARPHED XS
WS EZNZB D0, VWS 2 THb,

XALHIRA LB D &L

WS 277 2—1c00TE, oMk HE LAk EEDMETLI LI
o TBET2BDEEZ TV, LARPIZBT % Z L&, LARP Ef##H
& DR NBRD 5 ZITHD Lo TWS, 74— FT7—271ZBWN
Tk, METOSMEEDTH LSBT LA IV—TFD—EBE LTFE
S EHEBELEZ, ZMEZBE (BE5EE) T5L01% BRELRN
LB (BHEZE) $25e0% kol

Tz, FA VEE JGE. HAELSTEZ T, HERL Y THEZINS
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1 aYJIRDPHRERDLARPARY FTHB & RS AEILE
CLOSS MAYN—ICREBZA Ry FEREE (BF  £5)

HRERDLARP ARV b a7 22 b« 7« IVF 47 (ConQuest
of Mythodea; CLOSS 2020) 1ZHA®D AR LARP 3 XA CLOSS] DX
UN=DBMT B IR ol ZTWET K= diTo7% ((K1] ZH),
CLOSS DA Y N—={Z, TDXIBRARBUMEA RV PR SHEZIATWD
DOPRIVEEZ, BROZ e BHLBMBEA TN, 2Ll FicBD
D% o7 DIF LARP IEFOEEETH 572, £ T, FAY LARPIHRD
H%V~#yﬁﬁw—f®xyﬂ—f@5%%u\&woAﬁﬁ@%M%%
55 ZOHFRAKD LARP A N b O EMFICHIE L, HOLBBIMTE S
XOFETERZI,
ARy ORETH Z NN THEZEDORENIHERE TH o725, ZNT
LB R D D EVICDOWTIHRESG S Z e BN TER, 28 2UE, %2
BEFRZHERNIETT LA DMPADEAESHE T 7T XX FFE(Z
DEEERAVER) ZEiERVe, AP IEWHILE, LA 7L A OIRER
DHREMoTLEI LR HEL VS I TH 2,
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FEFHZTI0FL b/ o TLARP OEE AL L T/, BED. K
WHARRBI 2WHPE Y 2 AL LTO LARP ODRBICELEFE TV 5,
PEDERGE T, SRR O I LARP 2R H T 2 AlREMEICiEH T2 £ 5
> T&ER, ZDXSRBED LARP IZ—IVICHE LARP (education
larp) PREN, HFETIE (=725 —7) (edu-larp) & L HEXN B,

FEHE, BE LARP 3¥HoMEBZ, 77 M) —FEHRLHFRGED
FRICRZ EZTWD, —RHTRICHIGHCETATD 55b e, if
FERG R & RBRATRE R IC A L. BFFLICHED o TV 3 AU TR & 48
BR2ZEeNTELLIICTE2DTHS, 25LkTay=27 P THIETO
. EEHD U2 ) (transcultural learning) ¥ FEATW3 B DT
H%,

FH L HEEHE S, SUUBRRAE L I3ERO U Tt X, 0%
D, Ae2s THS ) 23RS i) S oh 28R 2HRT2 L
THHRLEZ TS, ZDLSRTat 2QMAINREINZT L+ XA T1b
ThHH, A X —%v b ETAA bRV —F2ERLEE, BE, WD
H. BEHLR ORI NEZ V- FITHT 3 EBRORNEHREL TV
(Fliickiger 2006; Higuchi 2014), H% &t & OEHZEREMII A 71 4 X
A4 AMEEBET 2T7EL 72D 5 325 (Pickering 2001), 7D APIHs i@ DR,
WAEETWED, BB TWED, $FYEORTROLSICHES 2
ARSI B o 72 D & 20 & 5 il e EH T 2 0138 LWIGED
ZW, ZAUTH LT, SMED— AR TI S L M) o%ElzHE >
B 4, 37205 LARP X, AT & AVEHERY - RBRIY 2 HI3% %2 8 L
TEWIER TRV ERT 27200 (BN SUESeXT4 7V 77> —
EERT BB RAAEL DS, ZOTRY Y FTiE, 22D
R ERHEAT 2 22T BMEDIRDIED ZPF. —#D LARP XV v
FORREMEZRT LD HNO U D THS (Kamm 2017),
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HLFIFZEHE T 5 2 NS, BEREE B AU L RFIChbk -
TEHLTED, WHIIHLTOL BN AT LA XA T2 KL GhoTW»
THREZINTWS, 207D, bIbIUIBITE, HODER L TW A [E
EMEPARBRTE 2 X 51CFT 572D LARP ZBHF LTV, LNk Mo
FIHD] 2T —~FWHELARP 2 FEfiL. ROBEBREFL L TEL
(Kamm 2019b), Z @ LARP Tid. #ERR 2 AL L Tikim 3 2 =012,
ZIMFICL 2 7V —RD Y 7 AR —=HreEc, BTk &IVGEE 2 #
TELELERENI v 7 AEDIEHL 2.

LARP O HE

LARP 13, EERESLHILEDIHE 7B TOEICH Z AT 2 DAENE, 8k
ELTHZAONTW 2, REDBIMEICL > TE5HZ 5 TH%, LARP I
DWTIE, FEMTHIEMLARP TX R, TNMBMATHE0, £©IHHBN
EIERT ZIEHEL . FEFICTE2DEFA[gEMICO W TN 2 Z 8 DA
ThHb, b—AFrIFINY —F&Y =%V =%, HRMCED AR
DHBI XA THY, FHanFoRNHRTIREZ 2 FTIX. BFEE
WKWHINT TRZ v A7 22+ (Drachenfest : BEDER) o av 72}
DKL X b (FEETIE mass conventions F 721 cons £ W5 ) 23
ST\, SHEOA X2 MHRH, 4,000 A~ 8,000 N Zi#EZ %%
MENZNZNDOKIECHEEAA F ¥ 77 X—IZRD EoTHELE-72D,
FRZFEAL D, MERNED LTWL, Z2OERMIC, SIF IS
CIRKT Y PRTREEZIICLED S, BUPHO 7 » 2 Kb S
ZMATOHEEELAHHRT20TH 5,

HATS 7 7 ¥ 2P —FK LARP D AXUIE WD, RO TAKIZDHA F —
RLARP TH %, HEETSITE %87 —F LARP IZHIDLEIC S EED
WD, B 2EERLARP A N DU D, FHEOEH LARP b Ak
WKZMLR W (Kamm 2022), 20 HACHIEED A F U 2ROt 2H 7 —~
D 727y 2% — - <F—J (Fairweather Manor) %R U & 5 IZFEH ¥ 48
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B A EDE LARP T, [ /L5 4 v 7 LARPJ (Nordic Larp) %7z
& TZEAiHY LARP (Artistic Larp) 2 FREEN 2 D DD—fITH 2, /174 v
712 DI ALK CHEAERE X L5 LARP OEER®RI 2/ X—7 T > 7 b
(Knutepunkt : 2275, HEEHOE) ICHELTWERLTH S, /LT 4 v
2 LARP @ % 5 U & D DRNE KSR % #8518 2 NHBIR 2 k- 72T 7
VY 7 240 (Delirium : fEMEEEL) T, SEIERA b=V =D RERYNICEE
BRIz EAL TV,

BEODHTIE HHENRE L LARP F v ¥ IOEERMBE I TV 3,
COF v T, F—LV—IRHTORBBNSRY, 77 02— H
BrZ2lHAGDELNEICR->TWS, AFNLSDIZ. bivbive HELE
WZOWTOD LARP ZHFHIEL TWD FA Y DR T A > 7 —T 5>
LMYy R—] IZE2HDDH D, HHIEFEHMITFD LARP 721 T L,
RANFFIZD, FAVHEBBIC L 2 ESEBO b v, Tl EEHA AR
LD T =< L2 KB LARP ZBHflEL TV 5, HAIZHZEE LARP
EENFLIHGENDHD . REHEZERIC LAY FREZHEL TV,

BEHEG L= TN7 v b Y ILg (Halat Hisar: S OIKEE) 1%, HE%Z T —
RICLET7 4 ¥y ReRVRAFFORFAEST, BUAR LARP O REH]
ThHb, 2L TRECENTESLRVDD, HEFD AR BREEE AR
27:DICES, EMMPILARP FhL vy - A7 - w4 ¥ —FKVU 11 (College
of Wizardry : EIEDKY¥) T. Kby PRV FERSTWVS,

LARP ZE&HRTS (CLDH#LT)

INFETIRBIF A% R 2723 TH LARP OF DA Z D 20 FETIEHIC
ZE L2283 0h %, HiLWIED LARP IZHE 5 72002, LARP % %
REWTERT DL CHBEZEL 2 XS R EHZ, WEEY 4 b
Frya4 ks TRENELL (Wittgenstein [1953] 2009) 12D W T
LARP #HfE T 2 X 51Xk o72 DF D LARP &, THRENHELL ck»>T
HAMNAES OV X FXEREROESEKTH S ([K2] B1H), [LARP]
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7 LARP D@t Dk dHIBLTWVWS (H 42019, ZZTHREBIX
TLARP 7H' 4 > DOiff# 5| (Mixing Desk of Larp) ¥ W5 74 77 ¥ HES
(Stenros, Andresen, Nielsen 2016), Z#UZ, BEX1E 2 TV A » OEIRE 2 H
HAL L. LARP DfFER EMEEZ TN L. LARP OFI#IZER T 2 DT,
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#£35,
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DEFAVFEE LR -oTED, T A Y —IZFEEEZ KD 20, BEEZRD 20,
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Z07D, FRanF v AV ZAEBYENTIT DD 2 LI, IXRTD
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Kb, ZREEREARREEZ 2281k oT, 2. Z2LOL—ADHEZ
FTEBEINTWL 2T, HANSIH>TARY P ERBET IS LS
Furtnws Ly EEhiz,

L L. ARy MDHIERIERICH > THSIMB DR S % BoR$ 2 5 13 H
WY LARP A3 2 =7 4 » 5 1EZ L OXFRE Sz,

SA4T T3y FSA0F -4

o F YA NVRICEST, 947 70> ay - FrI4 05 —A
(LAOG) EFBIAE Nz 720 ZNE TR I N TOAITON, =y Fik
THE7S 572 LAOG 3. Z DR[REMZ IABRICH S # 2 Z L itk o7,
7= ADOBREREBIFHICZIRKICDD, $RTEEIT L LIFTERVD,
7 2R BIMEPBNEET T LA TEAR—RAKRT = X477y Ty
Yayv, ErEFErDaIar—yay, VI/FUPHBERSIERT
TRV ERY 7 FVIRICHET 2BUGT — L7 EDH %, LAOG D%
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@ LARP Mk & #F@E# S LARP ) E—F - 2a—7) w5, LAOG %
HETE2 7L —4 (BHA) 27 LA v —IHEETRE L, BREOOED
BROBH T LA 2R LALVAT L DBEZITGEZTVS Y,
CDEIBFVIAyOu— LT LA Y IEROZ LIE, HEEDDHE
A7 7 VY RATHAT Y =L Z2RALTE D, Zoom LY — LD A
KOFEFEITE D, FHIR AT OIS 05 %5, 2 2 ChalilH &
NTWVW5 DA, Gather.Town 7% & DIRIBZEFTDF ¥ v P AT L TH %,
TR 1990 FRD TEARDIEF) ¥V — XD XS ha—F—A v &X—
Tz A REMoT, IR EZHEEZ N TE S, oSMEFIEIL IS
O, KO DEDH I 248D, RHTZ DL HHE FICHEN 2,

BEEREH
aa FHIZBIF S LARP OifAX, A 74 3 THRL, U T7IVERE
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THITOHNT VWD, 728 ZIFX A Y TlE, EBBURDHER LA RI4 >
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I’d like to thank very much Professor Araki Hiroshi and Professor John Breen for
inviting me to the consortium’s conference today. It’s wonderful to be involved with
this consortium. I think this consortium is a fantastic initiative and I am hoping from
the position here in Ireland and also for all those of us in Europe and beyond that we
can play a role in supporting this excellent initiative and I’d like to thank Professor
Araki for leading it. So, I’ve been asked to make some comments in English in
relation to the various presentations so I’1l just go through them one by one.

I’ll start with Dr. Cummings’ presentation. Dr. Cummings began by

speaking about an issue that many presenters have spoken about during the



conference, which is the various problems of delivering education and carrying out
research completely online or under the conditions that the coronavirus has imposed
upon us. One point I just made in Japanese is that a lot of the issues we are facing
of course have nothing to do with Japanese studies, they are just issues every single
discipline—a chemist or somebody doing biology would face very similar issues
and I think that’s good to be aware of.

I was very happy to see the PDF that was sent around yesterday by the
National Diet Library in relation to the National Diet Library’s activities. I think
the National Diet Library makes a major contribution, the capacity to access those
collections digitally—this is before the pandemic as well—is a massive support
for burgeoning Japanese studies programs. So those growth areas where Japanese
studies is just beginning and has lots of potential benefit from these initiatives. [ am
talking about countries which are going ahead economically and there are many.
Ireland is one such country, and there are others, that are economically growing—
even during the coronavirus. These countries have strong economic growth and are
bursting ahead but may not have strong traditions of Asian studies. I think these are
the places to support. And the support that the National Diet Library already presents
is massive because there is no way that a country just beginning Asian studies can
attain a collection of material books. That’s just never going to happen. So therefore,
the digital path is really the only practical path and the NDL understands that and is
playing a major role, so I commend them on that.

Then moving onto Dr. Cummings’ research presentation—very, very
interesting. Having a background myself in early modern Japanese history, I
am always fascinated by research on kabuki. And finding these kabuki plays
influenced by their own pandemic in their own time was very interesting. What
I found fascinating about Dr. Cummings’ presentation is it focused on the same
issue that is often emphasized in especially Western studies of kabuki: This idea

of individuality or I think the term that Dr. Cummings used was “individual
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fashioning.” And of course traditionally this kind of argument has played a major
role in the so-called modernization thesis—a major element in the academia both
of Japanese imperialism and Cold War American led Area Studies. In some of that
more politicized scholarship on kabuki, we get the idea of individual choice and
subjectivity being contrasted against Chinese Confucian values. And in the old days,
100 years ago or 50 years ago, this would be used to drive a wedge between Chinese
and Japanese culture and show how British Japan really is, and therefore how fit
for Western Empire Japan is—a justification of Japanese imperialism, and later of
Japan’s role in American imperialism. So that’s an important history of this type of
scholarship we should not forget.

But what I loved about what Dr. Cummings did is he instead of looking
at that sort of big structural picture, he focused on these people’s individual lives,
these people have just experienced the pandemic, and looking for the motivation in
that sort of interesting individuality rather in immediate local things that happened
to these individual, so I thought that was fascinating.

Then moving on to Dr. Toyosawa’s presentation. Firstly, Dr. Toyosawa
mentioned a research project on Matsudaira Sadanobu and I just wanted to say, I
mean | am always happy to talk about Matsudaira Sadanobu so I hope there’s a
chance in the future maybe within this consortium or elsewhere to hear Dr. Toyosawa
speak about Matsudaira Sadanobu and I’d love to hear that. I wrote a little bit about
him in a book that Professor Breen mentioned from Cambridge University Press,
Japanese Confucianism: A Cultural History.

Dr. Toyosawa’s main point about a gap in the global research environment
was I think crucial and very welcome. In Europe, there is a big gap between countries
with traditions of Asian Studies, and those without. For instance, where I was until
last year, Leiden University, has 150 years of Japanese studies history. And what
that means is you’ve got 150 years of books, actual books, and collections that’s just

sitting there, that you walk two minutes and there it is. Now a country like Ireland
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or a country like Czechia is very different. They are never going to have this. It
wouldn’t be smart for them to even try to build up such a collection. My role is to
make the argument for more Asia-related material in Ireland. But how can I make
an argument for hard copy collections when there’s like five people maybe who read
Japanese in the country? Of course, I can’t make an argument to spend, what, 50
million euros to obtain that kind of collection. So, in this sense the digital collections
and access to them are crucial.

But just one thing, a point I made in Japanese and I’ll make it again in
English, I think it’s very important that people, especially in Japan, understand that
a lot of these, what Professor Iokibe in his talk I think referred to as backward
countries or countries that have colonial rather than imperial histories, actually have
much bigger economic growth than the old imperial powers. There are many of
such countries in Europe. These countries are much more highly educated than the
old imperial powers in Europe. So, the average individual in Czechia or Ireland is
much more highly educated than someone in Britain. The education systems and
the performance per capita are much better. On top of that they have much higher
economic growth. So, the potential for investing in these countries regardless of
what you are doing—including Japanese studies—the potential is massive. Whereas
you can plow as much money as you like into England and France, they are still
never going to have major economic growth, they are still always going to have
less people educated, and they are still and at the moment going to have higher
coronavirus figures than these countries smaller, newer, more quickly advancing
European countries in Eastern Europe and Ireland. That’s just the reality.

Now the point is, and I know this from my experience because I’'m
responsible for Chinese studies also, the Chinese government and institutions
understand the potential of these high-growth European countries. And they act on

it and they plow resources into these countries because they can have a big effect.
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People from the Japanese authorities turn up here, by contrast, if they even
bother to visit the non-imperial countries of Europe, turn up to meetings 20 minutes
late, they don’t even have people allocated to these countries. So, whereas some
organizations like the National Diet Library are doing a tremendous job, some of the
organizations like Gaimushd and some elements in the Japan Foundation that should
be specializing on this issue have dropped the ball. I think this is because they have
a sort of rather old-fashioned idea of what Europe is and where the potentials are in
terms of research. So, I think I am really happy that Dr. Toyosawa, in much more
politically neutral, much more diplomatic terms than I just did, highlighted some of
these issues because I think they are really important.

Similarly, Professor Umemura’s presentation was fascinating. It was
fascinating to hear the story of Japanese studies in Hungary before the fall of the
Austro-Hungarian Empire and afterwards. I think there’s a fascinating story. But you
noticed that Professor Umemura mentioned this thing of East Asian Collaborative
Researches (higashi Ajia kyodo kenkyii 87> 73E[FITFSL) so the importance of
Asian studies using the different countries including the different countries of Japan,
Korea, China.

Now, I know many people in Japanese studies in Japan and in some bigger
European countries like Germany they don’t really like to mix up Chinese Studies
and Japanese Studies, and of course I understand the political reasons for this. But in
places where Japanese studies is growing or has growth potential, you have to have
critical mass. Critical mass, you have to have enough activity. And for that reason
collaborating with Chinese Studies and Korean Studies and where possible other
non-Western areas is vital. That kind of East Asian centered research that Umemura-
sensei is talking about is very, very important.

And of course she also mentioned how Hungary is doing a bit better in
terms the coronavirus. And as I mentioned a lot of Eastern European countries, and

Ireland, the non-imperial countries, are doing a lot better in general with the disease,
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just as they do so much better economically. These places are the future of Europe,
whereas the current focus of Japanese institutional activity—Britain, France and
Germany—are more the past.

Then moving onto Dr. Kamm’s presentation, which was very, very
interesting, fascinating in fact, but a bit too far from my own areas of academic
specialty to say very much about. But one thing I wanted to mention in relation
to it is the issue of trans-culturalism—but also something that wasn’t mentioned,
multidisciplinary or interdisciplinary research. And maybe a question there. Because
obviously a lot of what Dr. Kamm spoke about, from my perspective as a more
classically educated person, would traditionally fall into the disciplines of either
one, anthropology; or two, psychology; or three, psychiatry, right? I am sure from
what he said, it’s clear he interacts at least with the medical disciplines in some
way. That was obviously clear. But in the presentation, Dr. Kamm didn’t foreground
the disciplines. And I think in multidisciplinary and especially interdisciplinary
research and Japanese studies—and what is Japanese studies? Japanese studies is
a multidisciplinary field—TI think it can be helpful if very transdisciplinary research
like Dr. Kamm is doing, if in that research we’re given a few markers of which
disciplines we are dealing with. Where is the anthropology, how does that interact
with the other disciplines? And I think in general for these sort of consortiums in
terms of conferences and stuff, I think a little bit of—of course we shouldn’t be
bound by disciplines—but a little bit of signposting or creating disciplinary lanes I
think can just help people to communicate across the very diverse subjects we are
dealing with.

And finally, on the issue of administrative overload that Dr. Kamm also
mentioned—I mean absolutely, I think it’s shocking. So hopefully in the future that
will be something which will be reduced. So, the administrative load or the amount
of bureaucracy obviously needs to be reduced. And also I think people—again,

another point about small countries, I think for those of us who are running Asian
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studies programs over a whole country or over big regions where you don’t have a
history, the amount of administrative work is massive but also the amount of political
lobbying you have to do is significant. And the less admin you do, the more political
lobbying you can do. So, like that meeting I was talking about, which occurred in
Dublin where the Japan Foundation people turned up 20 minutes late, I was sitting
in this pub and when I go to Dublin, I sit in this one pub because it is right across
the road from parliament, that’s right across the road from Leinster House where the
parliament is. And I can sit there and I will have arranged a week before—I would
have e-mailed people and various journalists or government people, people from
the Dail International Relations Committee, and they will make appointments to
see me. And I'll never suggest that particular place to them, but they will always
all themselves suggest we meet at that particular pub. That one pub happens to be
where everybody meets. It is the place to meet for these kinds of folks in Dublin.

So when that Japan Foundation person walked in—and people from
Japanese Embassy never go there, they don’t seem to realize about this place—when
the person from the Japan Foundation came there, a Senator had been talking to me
just before that. And the Senator said, well, Kiri, who is your next appointment? I
said, someone from the Japan Foundation, and they are late. “Oh Japan, oh, you
mean China?” Japan wasn’t even on this Senator’s radar. The footprint of Japanese
state activity in Ireland is so small it is virtually invisible. So, I think these are also
very interesting things about the world we are in. There’s a lot of opportunities at the
moment also through the pandemic for more international collaboration. And this
consortium is one such opportunity. And it’s needed, it’s really needed.

And so I absolutely commend the creation of this consortium. I’d like to
thank all of you for the very interesting presentations you’ve made and for your

participation.
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