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“Manchurian Cultural Heritage” of the Japanese Colonial Era: Collation
and Usage of Manchuria Railway Materials by Chinese Academia

ZHENG Yi*

The “Manchuria Railway Material,” the result of a long-term large-scale survey
conducted by the South Manchuria Railway Company in the northeastern part of
China, is an extremely valuable “Manchurian Cultural Heritage” resource of the
Japanese colonial era. Most of the Manchuria Railway survey materials, obtained
through a three-pronged survey approach of “investigation,” “academic,” and
“empire,” are currently housed in the Chinese libraries and archives. From the
1950s, Chinese scholars recognized its material’s value, and collated them and began

researching, achieving fruitful results.

Keywords: Manchuria, colonial heritage, Manchuria Railway, Imperialism
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