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Left: Professor Emeritus Tobe, Right: Professor Emeritus Shirahata
(At the 55th Public Lectures, 18 March, 2014)
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Reflecting on Five Years
TOBE Ryoichi (Professor Emeritus)

Baseball veteran Suzuki Ichird is said to have mused that
he preferred to be remembered for the memories rather than
for the records he set (kiroku yori kioku), but it is unlikely
that a person like me, on the faculty of Nichibunken for only
five years, will be long remembered (although I may have
set a record of 160 trips between Yokohama and Kyoto in
my five years). For myself, however, these five years have
been a wonderful, greatly fulfilling time of my career, giving
me probably even more great memories than my preceding
33 years of teaching. Being at Nichibunken has allowed
me to form associations with scholars in other fields and
to come into contact with their ways of thinking and styles
of research.

The wonderfully endowed and supportive research
environment here has been quite a luxury for me. I would
have been glad to write one or two more books. For not
having done so, I have only myself to blame, having devoted
too much time writing book reviews and short articles. I
once begged off writing books by saying teaching took too
much of my time, but this time I cannot use this excuse.
Yet I think writing such reviews and articles afforded many
valuable hints for my research. One does not know how long
life will be, but I have confirmed that my challenge now is
to make good use of the invaluable experience I enjoyed
while at Nichibunken. Returning to university teaching this
April after the rather long absence of five years, I confess
to some uncertainty, but I am now determined to produce a
book, overcoming my old habits of failing to do so because
of my teaching load.
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Professor Emeritus Tobe, giving a lecture
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